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LETTERS  FROM  OHIO  PIONEERS 


Written  to  Eleazer  Putnam  by  William  G-ray  and 
Ezra  Putnam,  1788-1797* 


Muskingum,  July  20th  1788 
Sir 

I now  have  an  opportunity  of  Writeing  to  you  to  Let 
you  know  that  I am  well  and  you  have  my  best  wishes  for 
these  to  find  you  the  same  and  your  family  and  all  friends.  I 
Recd  a favour  of  your  which  hour  Date  10th  of  May  which  I 
gladly  recd  for  it  was  the  first  word  that  I had  heard  from 
home  since  I left  home  I have  no  news  of  consequence  only  a 
few  days  ago  there  was  an  unlucky  circumstance  hapned 
about  20  miles  up  the  Muskingem  where  the  treaty  was  to  be 
held  about  a dozzen  or  fiveteen  Raskully  Indians  made  a 
charge  on  a small  guard  that  was  there  that  had  the  Care  of 
the  stores  that  was  there  They  killed  three  men  and  ment 
to  have  destroyed  them  all  but  got  disapointed  We  soon  had 
news  of  it  and  sent  up  a party  with  boats  to  the  Releaf  of 
them  that  was  not  killed  wich  they  were  glad  to  see  for  they 
had  not  been  out  of  there  Quarters  since  the  massacure  We 
took  all  they  stores  and  the  people  and  a number  of  the  vil- 
lians  that  did  the  Murder  and  brought  the  whole  off  them 
away  and  arrived  heare  this  morning.  This  Guard  belonged 
to  the  Garrison  that  is  held  heare  We  have  sent  for  the 
Chiefs  that  these  fellows  belong  to  and  to  demand  justice. 

I expect  that  by  that  time  it  gits  to  New  England 
that  it  will  be  a large  story  but  we  that  is  heare  think  but 
Little  of  it. 

*See  Danvers  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  I,  p.  1. 
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2 LETTERS  FROM  OHIO  PIONEERS 

I tell  you  that  we  have  got  a large  party  this  morning  at 
the  hour  of  Eleven  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bouk*  of  Topsfield 
delivered  a fine  sermon  on  the  Banks  of  the  Muskingum  and 
we  had  very  grand  singing.  It  is  the  first  sermon  that  ever 
was  delivered  on  this  ground  I believe  that  we  shall  keep  Sun- 
day the  same  as  we  used  to  at  home. 

I suppose  that  it  will  be  useless  for  me  to  give  you  a 
Discription  of  this  country  for  I expect  you  have  had  it  in 
full  by  Mr.  Putnam.  But  I assure  you  that  I like  it  much 
better  than  I do  any  part  of  New  England.  I think  that'  if 
you  could  see  it  that  you  soon  would  quit  where  you  now  live 
and  comie  to  the  best  place  that  is  in  the  world  If  any  man 
vould  give  me  a farm  in  your  part  of  the  world  I would  not 
live  there  and  I would  have  you  all  that  can  come  make  ready 
and  take  your  departure  very  soon  I would  have  you  tell 
them  what  I say.  Give  my  compliments  to  everybody  But 
however  I would  thank  you  just  to  give  me  a History  in  full 
about  every  body  that  I knew  at  home  What  they  Carry  on 
Whether  courting  or  marrying  Whose  dead  and  Whose  alive 
Whose  gone  abroad  and  who  stays  at  home.  Tell  me  what 
people  says  concerning  this  New  World  I should  like  very 
well  to  be  at  home  about  a week  to  undergo  what  I have  not 
this  long  time 

Sir  I give  you  many  thanks  for  your  letter  and  your  as- 
sistance to  Mrs.  Gray  I would  not  have  you  fail  of  writeing 
every  opportunity  and  I will  do  the  same  I conclude  subscrib- 
ing my  self  Frend  all  well  wishes 

Will™  Gray 

N B Give  Respects  to  Mrs.  Putman 


Dear  Sir 

I recd  your  letter  dated  14th  July  in  wich  you  enformed 
me  that  you  were  all  well  wich  I was  very  happy  to  heare 
At  present  I am  well  & wish  for  these  to  find  you  and  yours 
so.  We  have  nothing  in  particular  in  our  parts  The  treaty  has 
not  come  on  as  yet  The  Indians  all  around  us  But  they  are 
very  kind  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  place.  Our  settlement 
goes  on  very  rappidly  and  I am  in  hopes  to  see  many  of  you 
here  with  in  a short  time 

I understand  that  Mrs.  Gray  is  much  in  favour  of  this  new 
country  wich  pleases  me  very  much  Its  ben  put  to  vote  for 
every  Right  to  Give  one  hundred  acres  to  any  man  that  will 

* Possibly  Rev.  Daniel  Breck. 
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come  and  settle  it  and  I think  it  will  take  place  But  T 
tell  you  one  thing  and  that  is  we  have  a 'number  of  singers 
but  not  so  well  learnt  as  we  could  wish  and  I want  you  and 
Mr.  Kettle  to  give  me  the  proper  questions  and  answers  for 
suitable  for  to  learn  a new  beginner  and  the  rules  of  sing- 
ing as  for  books  we  have  few  or  none  and  a pitch  pipe  would 
be  acceptable  We  are  in  a new  place  and  green  about  those 
matters  but  have  a mine  to  learn. 

I should  be  glad  to  write  many  things  but  have  not  time  nor 
paper  I conclude  I am  Sir  with  respect 

Your  Humble  Ser1 

Willm  Gray 


City  Marietta  7th  Sept  1788 

Mr.  Eleazer  Putnam,  Danvers 

N B Give  my  compliments  to  every  Body 


Marietta  18th  Jany  1789 

Kind  Friends 

I had  the  pleasure  of  reading  yours  of  25th  Oct  wich 
pleased  very  much  I was  very  happy  to  heare  that  you  was  all 
well.  And  I sit  down  with  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I am 
well  and  in  good  spirits  wishing  that  these  may  find  you  and 
yours  the  same. 

I am  now  able  to  inform  you  that  the  Directors  and  agents  at 
there  meeting  have  given  the  lands  to  any  one  that  will 
settle  them  as  I mentioned  to  you  before  and  a committee  is 
chosen  to  go  out  and  get  places  fit  to  make  good  Town  ships. 
And  they  have  ben  out  about  twelves  miles  up  duck  creek  and 
laid  out  a township  and  it  was  taken  up  in  twenty  four  hours 
after  the  committee  made  there  report.  And  they  are  now 
going  out  to  lay  out  more  lands.  Any  one  that  applyes  soon 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  git  a good  tract  of  lands.  Like- 
wise the  treaty  has  been  held  It  begun  about  the  first  of  Dec. 
closed  a few  days  past  and  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  both 
party es.  We  now  have  twenty  in  the  house  of  those  y allow 
fellows  buying  Whiskdy  it  is  nothing  but  brother  and  Brother, 
etc.  I would  just  mention  that  one  of  our  judges  departed 
this  life  lately  and  was  buried  in  great  Order  attended  by  a 
party  of  troops  from  the  Garrison  and  body  of  masons  and 
other  gentlemen.  We  are  spending  the  winter  with  pleasure 
with  our  brother  Indians  as  for  work  we  do  but  little  but  I 
hope  the  winter  will  soon  be  over  and  then  we  go  out  in  to 
the  country  on  our  Donation  lands  to  begin  the  world  a New 
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and  I should  be  very  happy  to  have  you  all  with  us.  The  Mr. 
Putnams  are  not  come  down  the  river  but  was  well  a short 
time  ago.  Give  my  compliments  to  all  that  ask  after  me. 

This  from  your  frend  & Humb1  S* 

W illm  Gray 

Mr.  Eleazer  Putnam 


Marietta  Feb.  the  3 1790 

Mr.  Putnam 

Your  letter  came  to  hand  and  found  your  old  friend  in 
good  health  it  is  my  desire  that  these  few  lines  find  you  and 
your  family  to  injoy  the  same  blessing  & Sir  I expected  to 
have  seen  you  long  ago  But  Sir  how  often  our  most  ardent 
wishes  and  longing  desires  cut  of  But  Sir  I forbare  to  com- 
plain since  the  allwise  God  hath  dun  it  You  rote  to  me  in 
your  last  letter  that  my  corrispondent  friend  was  very  ill  I 
desire  to  be  content  under  all  the  chastining  Bods  of  Divine 
Providence  or  even  to  open  my  mouth  by  way  of  complaint 
Sir  I still  hope  to  return  to  N England  when  my  Best  friend 
shall  recover  her  health.  It  is  true  Sir  I had  contracted  with 
the  young  lady  you  mentioned  in  your  last  letter  who  I be- 
lieve was  virtous  and  sustained  a good  carecter  Sir  I have 
nothing  strange  to  rite  only  the  small  pox  is  here  Several  per- 
sons has  died  by  the  natural  way  But  we  are  under  good 
regulations  to  anocculation  Sir  to  conclude  I am  with  re- 
spect your  most  constant  friend  and  well  wisher  give  my  love 
to  your  lady 

Ezra  Putnam,  Jr. 

Had  I more  time  I should  have  rote  more  Sir  please  — every 
opportunity  to  me 
Mr.  Elezer  Putnam 
Danvers 

Favored  by  Mr.  John  Thorin  Dodge  of  Wenham 


Marietta  May  the  10  1790 

Mr.  Putnam 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I have  the  opportunity 
to  rite  to  let  you  no  that  I am  well  and  I hope  these  few 
lines  will  find  you  and  your  family  in  good  health  as  they 
now  leave  me  Sir  the  spring  opens  very  warm  and  pleasant 
the  trees  are  all  covered  with  leaves  all  most  to  their 
full  groth  We  have  corne  in  this  settlement  five  inches  high 
Sir  the  township  has  made  a compleate  survey  of  our  lands 
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where  I am  associated  and  drawn  our  lots  David  and  I and 
my  father  has  drawn  our  lots  all  together  and  in  the  center 
of  the  town  I would  not  give  it  for  every  farm  in  Danvers  to 
be  obliged  to  live  in  Danvers. 

Sir  I dont  expect  to  go  on  to  worke  before  next  fall  the 
people  in  general  have  not  got  provisions  enough  to  stay  there 
a year  I am  in  hopes  that  I shall  come  home  in  the  fall  But 
it  depends  upon  the  news  that  I have  from  home  Sir  I thank 
you  for  your  last  letter  to  me  Please  to  rite  the  first  oppor- 
tunity Give  my  love  to  your  lady  and  all  asking  friends  I 
am  sire  your  ever  and  affectionate  friend 
Mr.  Eleazer  Putnam  Ezra  Putnam 


Marietta,  Ohio  June  1790 
Sir 

I must  indulg  my  pen  to  rite  to  you  I am  under  great  ob- 
ligations to  inform  you  that  I received  your  kind  letter  by 
the  hand  of  Mr.  Sheldon  which  informed  me  of  the  Death  of 
Mrs.  H.  Hutchinson  you  may  Sir  believe  me  that  I lament  the 
loss  of  so  agreeable  a person  the  esteem e I have  of  one 
person  more  than  another  is  their  agreeable  disposition  and 
good  language  they  youse  if  I mistake  not  them  two  virtues 
she  possest  Sir  you  would  have  me  give  you  a partickler 
acount  of  the  country  the  produce  I never  saw  but  wonce  the 
corne  is  far  greater  than  I ever  saw  in  New  England  the 
wheate  is  nothing  more  than  common  the  grass  is  very  large 
hemp  is  very  large  flax  is  large  and  tall  Rice  will  gro  here 
their  has  been  good  rice  raised  here  this  country  exceeds  all 
country  for  pumkins  water  mellons  cowcumbers  musmelions 
peas  beans  potatoes  and  all  kind  of  saus  I should  make  my 
self  very  unhappy  to  live  in  your  stoney  country  I can  strike 
my  ax  in  these  bottoms  all  day  and  not  dull  it  the  pretti- 
est mowin  land  I ever  saw  is  on  these  bottoms  Sur  corn  is 
very  dear  flour  is  very  dear  four  dollars  per  hundred  one 
dollar  per  bushel  for  com  This  country  settles  so  fast  that 
we  cant  raise  the  necessaries  of  life  fast  anough  for  the  new 
comers  you  want  to  no  how  I live  I live  on  good  beefe 
porke  fresh  fish  bare  meate  venson  turkeys  possoms  squrils 
pigons  ducks  and  wild  geese  and  the  like  My  supper  and 
breakfast  is  milk  coffee  or  tea  sometimes  punkin  and  milk  or 
pumkin  pye  at  this  seson  of  the  year  here  is  com  fit  to  roste 
there  is  nothing  strange  to  rite  at  present 
Major  Doutty  an  officer  from  the  Wabash  River  has  ben 
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atacked  by  the  Indians  and  lost  seven  men  he  was  a tring  to 
form  a treaty  with  them  they  fired  on  him  when  he  was  a go- 
ing down  the  River  I dont  think  Capt.  Gray  nos  of  this 
Oportunity  of  convaince  of  letters  I no  he  and  his  family  are 
all  well  Miss  Gray  likes  the  country  very  well  she  dont  want 
to  go  back  again  to  Danvers  My  dadda  ses  he  begs  you  -would 
excuse  his  not  riting  this  time  he  has  so  many  letters  to  rite 
that  he  cant  rite  them  all  he  begs  you  to  rite  to  him  every 
opportunity  My  brother  begs  for  the  same  excuse  I love  to 
talke  with  you  by  letter  Pray  rite  every  oportunity  and  I 
will  do  the  like  Give  my  love  to  Miss  Putnam  and  to  your 
sister  Polley  Fuller  and  all  asking  friends.  Believe  me  that 
I am  your  faithfull  friend 

Ezra  Putnam,  Junr 

N.  B.  You  wanted  to  no  what  my  worke  is  it  is  clearing 
City  Lots  the  lots  are  priced  seven  dollars  each  lot  for  clearing 
and  the  improvement  of  the  lots  till  the  owner  shall  call  for 
them  I expect  to  go  to  my  Donation  land  in  the  fall  I dont 
no  when  I can  make  you  a visit  fare  well  I hope  these  few 
imperfect  lines  will  find  you  and  your  family  in  good  health 
as  they  now  leave  me  By  the  blessing  of  God 

Dadda  and  mama  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you  and 
Miss  Putnam 


Dear  Sir 

I am  almost  ashamed  that  I have  not  wrote  to  so  good  a 
friend  as  I take  you  to  be  but  being  in  a new  country  and 
so  much  on  hand  that  you  must  excuse  me  in  part.  I had  the 
pleasure  to  read  a line  from  you  last  spring  in  wich  you  in- 
formed me  that  you  were  all  in  good  health  wich  I was  very 
happy  to  hear.  These  lines  leaves  us  in  good  health  Wish- 
ing for  them  to  find  you  and  yours  enjoying  the  same  blessing 

I have  no  news  to  give  you  of  any  consequence.  But  ex- 
pect to  have  some  shortly  and  an  opportunity  to  convey  it 
to  you  so  I shall  be  short  this  time  But  soon  will  give  you  a 
detail 

Give  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Putnam  & all  acquaintances. 
Mrs.  Gray  sends  a deal  of  love  to  you  & Mrs.  Putnam  wants 
to  see  Mrs.  Putman  very  mjnch  and  to  talk  about  old  times. 

I tell  her  that  you  will  come  soon  and  see  her  I think  you 
would  if  you  knew  how  well  you  could  make  it  to  here  I have 
not  another  minute  to  spair  thus  & conclude  Sir  yours 
with  Respect 

Mr.  Elezer  Putnam,  Danvers  William  Gray 
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Muskingum  Nov  1790  N B Mrs.  Gray  must  have  a hand 
in  the  pye 

Dear  Madam  I recd  yours  of  last  spring  & was  very  prowd 
of  having  a line  from  a good  friend  I was  glad  to  hear  that 
you  was  well  I hope  these  lines  will  find  as  well  as  they 
leave  me  & ours  The  children  remembers  you  and  your 
children  Polly  says  that  she  wants  to  see  them  She  remembers 
her  love  to  them 

I. shall  have  an  opportunity  shortly  to  give  you  a full  detail 
Here  is  a couple  of  little  Indian  Broaches  the  children  sends 
to  yours  Polly  to  Sally  & Betsey  to  Israel 

I am  with  respect  and  esteem  Yours  P Gray 
Mrs.  Sally  Putnam 


Dear  Sir 

Amidst  my  trouble  & hurry  I must  take  one  moment  just 
to  inform  you  that  we  are  well  wishing  for  this  to  find  you 
so  and  yours  I should  have  been  very  happy  in  reading  a line 
from,  so  good  a friend  as  I take  you  to  be  But  I cannot  blame 
you  so  much  for  I suppose  that  you  that  I neglected  you  But 
give  me  leave  to  inform  you  that  I have  done  as  well  as  I 
could  or  as  well  as  you  would  have  done  had  you  have  ben  in 
my  situation  I have  not  had  a word  from  any  of  you  except 
Cap'1  Putnam  allmost  two  years.  I conclude  that  you  have 
all  forgot  old  acguaintance  now  we  have  got  so  far  of  While 
poor  Ezra  was  alive  he  and  I used  to  talk  of  you  at  home 
and  make  ourselves  merry.  The  last  time  I saw  him  he  kept 
with  me  at  my  house  one  day  and  one  night  that  was  the 
time  that  they  went  up  to  their  settlement.  We  talkt 
allmost  all  night  he  told  me  many  things  that  he  ment 
to  rite  to  you  About  matters  in  the  family  He  was 
hurt  very  much  with  the  treatment  that  he  had  recd 
But  the  poor  fellow  was  overtaken  by  Death  before  he  had 
opportunity  The  morning  he  left  me  , he  was  quite  merry  & 
says  dont  let  the  Indians  take  the  advantage  of  you  for  I in- 
tend that  theyf  shall  not  get  it  of  mb.  But  two  or  three  days 
did  the  work  they  got  the  advantage  of  him  & took  his  life. 
Since  that  David  was  called  upon  by  his  Great  Master  to  billet 
in  the  other  world  And  left  the  good  old  people  to  live  alone 
We  see  by  our  Acquaintance  that  we  have  no  lease  of  our 
lives  neither  in  this  country  nor  in  yours.  Life  is  but  a bub- 
ble in  any  place  As  to  news  I have  but  little  I refer  you  to 
Oapt.  Putnam  for  what  I have  to  send  I should  have  put 
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it  in  yours  but  have  not  time.  Pray  dont  forget  to 
write  when  you  can  I want  you  to  tell  me  about  everybody  & 
everything  that  you  think  I shall  want  to  hear  I am  sir  with 
sentiments  of  affection  and  friendship 

Your  most  Ob1  Sert 

William  Gray 

Mrs.  Grays  & my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Putnam 
Mr.  Elez  Putnam 
Muskingum  17th  Jany  1792 


Marietta  Decern1*  6 1792 

Mr.  Eleazer  Putnam 
My  Friend 

I received  your  kind  letter  by  the  hand  of  my  son  Nehemiah 
of  Sept.  17  which  informed  me  that  your  fameley  was  in  good 
health  which  I was  glad  to  hear  that  my  friends  enjoy  their 
lives  and  health  although  God  haith  in  his  wise  providence 
deprived  mie  of  the  lifes  of  my  two  sons  one  by  the  hands  of 
the  saviges  and  the  other  by  sickness  which  is  a very  hevey 
stroack  and  a great  los  to  us  but  God  is  wise  in  all  his  Deal- 
ings with  us  We  see  that  he  takes  a way  our  friends  by  the 
hands  of  the  cruel  saviges  and  he  takes  them  away  by  sickness 
to  show  us  that  we  are  not  shuer  of  our  lives  one  moment 
There  haith  ben  a great  many  deaths  among  you  since  I left 
you  I hope  these  trobelsi  will  sarvei  to  prepair  us  to  meat  our 
children  in  a better  world  where  we  shal  never  more  be 
seperated  I find  that  you  think  that  I had  bet- 

ter return  to  your  country  again  I have  no  thoats  of  ever 
returning  to  New  England  again  I shal  omit  to  inform  you 
of  our  situation  and  leave  it  to  you  to  enquier  of  Nehemiah 
he  can  tel  you  all  about  us 

You  roat  to  me  about  our  setelment  and  that  you 
thoat  that  we  was  even  when  you  tuck  away  the  things 
that  you  boat  at  the  vendue  I am  very  suer  you  must  be  mis- 
taken for  I am  sartain  that  I should  not  have  given  Mr. 
Chevers  an  order  on  you  if  it  was  not  due  to  me  I am  very 
sorry  that  you  have  not  paid  Mr.  Chevers  I am  shuer  you 
must  not  think  I intended  to  impoes  on  you  or  Mr.  Chevers 
to  give  an  order  for  money  that  was  not  due  I hope  you  wil 
pay  Mr.  Chevers  very  soon  or  I shal  think  very  hard  of  you 
I hope  and  expect  I shal  hear  that  you  have  paid  Mr.  Chevers 
very  soon 

I am  your  friend  and  wel  wisher 

Ezra  Putnam 
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N B You  must  enquier  of  Nehemiah  about  the  country  I think 
if  you  was  here  you  would  like  this  country  very  wel 
N.B.  When  this  letter  was  roat  I expected  that  Nehemiah 
would  be  the  bearer  but  God  in  his  wise  providence  haith  or- 
dered it  other  ways  to  our  great  sorrow 

Ezra  Putnam 


Marietta  January  7 1793 


Mr.  Eleazer  Putnam 

I take  my  pen  in  hand  to  right  a few  lines  to  you  hoping 
they  will  find  you  and  your  family  in  as  good  health  as  by  the 
blessing  of  God  they  leave  me  Mrs.  Putnam  haith  ben  very 
sick  ever  since  the  death  of  Nehemiah  which  the  doctors  say 
that  trobel  was  the  caus  I should  have  roat  to  you  before 
but  I had  not  time  when  Nehemiah  came  here  you  cannot 
imagine  nor  think  the  joyful  meeting  we  had  But  God  soon 
turned  our  Joy  into  great  lamelatision  and  mourning  the 
Great  disappointment  we  met  with  he  soon  lockt  round  and 
saw  the  cuntry  and  the  produce  he  soon  concluded  to  come 
hear  to  live  he  said  if  his  fameley  was  here  he  should  not 
want  to  goe  back  he  said  he  likt  the  cuntry  much  bet- 
ter than  he  expected  he  said  he  could  not  have  thoat 
that  we  lived  so  wel  as  he  found  we  did  when  he  and  I was 
walking  in  the  corn  field  one  day  I told  him  that  if  he  should 
tel  the  peopel  in  New  England  of  the  produce  of  the  country 
they  would  not  beleave  him  he  said  they  would  beleave  him 
for  he  came  to  see  the  cuntry  he  intended  to  go  home  and  come 
here  thisi  summer  and  git  sum  of  the  land  that  Congress 
haith  given  to  the  Ohio  company  the  directors  promised  him 
one  hundred  acros  if  he  should  come  here  this  summer  He  did 
not  expect  to  bring  his  fameley  til  after  the  War  was  over 
it  is  very  strange  that  there  is  no  more  young  men  from  your 
parts  when  they  may  have  one  hundred  acors  of  good  land 
given  to  them  but  the  death  of  all  my  sons  here  I suppose 
schears  them.  I think  that  if  Nehemiah  had  lived  to  re- 
turn I should  have  seen  all  my  children  here  and  you  and  a 
great  many  more  of  my  acquaintance  but  now  I think 
that  you  all  think  that  this  is  not  a very  helthy  cuntry  I 
have  got  about  ten  acors  of  corn  a growing  I soad  about 
two  acors  of  wheat  that  is  very  good  I soad  about  as  much 
oats  and  half  an  acor  of  flax  which  is  very  good  I have  cut 
about  four  tons  of  good  English  hea  with  out  batering  my 
sith  We  are  not  trobeled  to  pick  up  rock  of  our  ground  when 


10 


LETTERS  FROM  OHIO  PIONEERS 


we  have;  laid  it  down  we  cut  no  hea  but  good  English  hea  we 
are  not  trobeled  to  pole  hea  out  of  boggy  meadows  for  we  have 
none  of  them  I shall  have  plenty  of  f oder  for  my  small  stock 
of  cattel  I have  one  pair  of  oxen  three  cows  two  yearlings 
two  spring  calfs  I have  had  apels  and  chereys  so  that  Mrs. 
Putnam  haith  made  apelpies  and  cherey  pyes  a number  of 
times  from  my  own  trees  the  peach  trees  hang  very  full  I 
have  drank  a good  peach  brandy  as  any  imported ; But  I can 
set  here  and  right  to  you  of  the  goodness  of  this  cuntry 
but  when  I turn  my  thoats  that  I have  not  one  child  here 
with  mie  to  enjoy  it  with  mej  it  takes  a way  the  greatest  part 
of  the  comfort  I should  take  had  I one  child  or  one  grand 
child  with  me  We  must  Dy  Let  us  be  where  we  will  when 
God  calls.  I find  that  there  haith  ben  a number  of  deths  in 
Middleton  and  Danvers  since  your  brother  came  away  so  we 
may  see  that  none  can  escape  the  meshenger  of  Death 
Let  him  be  at  home  or  a Broad  and  it  is  no  matter  where  we 
meet  Death  so  that  we  are;  prepared 

I am  Sir  your  humbel  sarvent 
Ezra  Putnam 

N.  B You  roat  to  me  about  Mr.  Isrel  Chevers  afair.  I roat 
fulley  to  you  before  I hope  you  will  due  the  thing  that  is 
right.  I thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  and  I shall  take  it 
as  a kindnesss  if  you  will  still  continue  to  right  and  I 
will  due  the  same  for  you  send  me  more  news  than  all  that 
rights  I had  likt  to  forgot  to  let  you  know  that  we  have  not  seen 
any  Ingins  here  this  summer  to  trobel  us  I hope  the  Treaty 
will  take  place  and  that  there  will  be  a peace  with  these 
Saviges 

Marietta  July  25  1793  (received  13  Oct.  1793) 

Favored  by  Major  White 


Waterford,  Novr  14th  1792 
I recd  yours  of  the  14th  of  Sepr  and  with  pleasure  noticed 
the  contents.  I am  very  happy  to  heare  of  so  great  a share  of 
health  falling  to  you  and  family.  While  others  ave  been 
taken  with  sickness  pain  & death.  Your  melancoly  tale  to 
me  respecting  my  friends  I feel  the  force  of  beyond  what  I 
can  express  on  reading  your  letter  was  the  first  lisp  that  I 
had  ever  recd  I should  have  been  happy  to  have  seem  them 
onoe  more.  But  as  it  was  their  Great  Masters  will  to  call 
them  Of  I submit.  He  gave  and  has  taken  away.  Those  of 
gloomy  thoughts  we  will  leave  & return  to  things  on  this  side 
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of  the  mountains.  I have  the  pleasure  of  informing  mv  good 
friends  that  myself  and  family  are  in  good  health  and  the 
addition  of  great  spirits  we  fear  not  the  little  troubles  of  this 
rude  sian  of  life.  We  eate  drink  & make  our  selves  merry  as 
the  birds  of  May.  For  we  know  not  when  we  shall  be  sum- 
moned to  go  on  the  other  side  of  the  curtain  & why  should  we 
grovel  through  life  in  pain  and  not  enjoy  the  good  of  our 
Laybour.  Life  is  but  a bubble.  Why  should  we  make  our- 
selves slaves  to  a bubble  for  when  the  wind  blows  the  bubble 
breaks  and  we  are  know  more. 

Your  wishes  respecting  an  inteligable  letter  noted  I be- 
lieve that  my  best  way  will  be  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Putnam  for 
he  has  bin  up  to  Waterford  and  I think  that  he  can  give  you 
a better  idea  of  the  place  and  how  we  live  & what  we  are  & 
every  particular  more  to  your  satisfaction  than  what 
it  is  possible  for  me  to  do  with  my  pen.  The  situation  of 
the  savage1  & the  armey  country  and  all  thats  in  it, 
etc.  I wish  to  God  that  I could  be  in  that  country  as  long  as 
Mr.  Putnam  has  been  in  this  just  to  see  my  friends  & acquain- 
tances. I should  be  willing  to  return  and  share  the  fate  of 
the  country.  But  it  is  in  vain  for  me  to  think  of  such  a 
thing  while  the  war  lasts.  God  willing  after  the  peace  takes 
place  I shall  make  one  push  in  to  your  country  and  if  I have 
luck  on  my  side  I think  that  you  and  Nehemiah  and  some 
others  will  just  pick  yourselves  up  and  set  your  faces  on 
towards  the  big  hills  that  leads  you  on  to  Muskingum  and 
when  you  get  there  if  peace  abounds  you  will  forsake  that 
Bazzon  place  called  Danvers  & Middleton.  My  fingers  are 
cold  and  I have  wrote  now  some  enough.  My  good  friend 
you  have  our  best  wishes  for  those  lines  to  arrive  to  you  & we 
ardently  wish  you  health  prosperity  and  all  the  blessings 
thats  needfull.  My  respects  to  your  lady  and  all  friends. 
Likewise  Mrs.  Grays  best  regards  to  you  & Mrs.  Putnam  and 
children  Polly  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  your  little 
children,  etc. 

My  dear  sir  you  must  not  lay  aside  your  pen.  When  ever  you 
can  have  an  opportunity  be  so  kind  as  to  send  me  a few  lines. 
Respecting  such  matters  as  you  think  I shall  want  to  hear. 
I am  much  pleased  with  your  last  for  I am  anxious  to  know 
how  things;  goes  with  you  in  that  part.  The  little  trivial  mat- 
ters are  pleasing  to  me.  Living  so  long  in  that  place  I want 
to  hear  about  every  body  and  every  thing. 
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I must  bid  you  good  by.  I am  Sir  yours  with  confidence  and 
esteem 

Mr.  E.  Putnam  William  Gray 

(to  have  been  sent  by  Nehem  Putnam  but  was  not  sent 

till  May  ’93.  I recd  this  in  June  14th.) 

Recd  by  Mr.  Putnam 

Mrs.  Jethro  & Eleazer  Putnam 
Danvers 

Waterford  July  20th  1793 

My  Friends 

It  is  so  long  since  I rece  any  letters  from  either  of  you 
that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  give  the  last  date.  But  let  that 
be  as  it  may  I have  not  forgot  the  particular  intimicia  and 
fredom  that  we  made  use  of  in  your  country  before  I left. 
Therefore  I should  be  happy  in  changing  a few  lines  by  way 
of  pen  and  paper.  Viz  I have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you 
that  myself  and  family  are  in  health  & in  fine  spirits  consider- 
ing that  we  are  inbarrised  in  Indian  war.  Confined  in  a small 
garrison  when  we  shall  have  a relief  is  uncertain.  It 
appears  at  present  that  the  Indians  will  not  treat  untill  they 
are  forced  to  & it  is  my  wishes  that  they  may  never 
treat  untill  they  are  drove  by  force  of1  arms.  If  they  are  not 
forced  to  treat  I shall  not  value  it  more  than  a straw  But 
God  send  that  the  United  States  may  never  make  peace  upon 
any  other  terms  than  to  let  them  feel  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
or  other  terms  the  rifle  that  is  well  aimed.  Them 
terms  will  preclude  those  raskelles  from  doing  honest  inhabi- 
tants the  injury  which  they  will  otherwise  do.  But  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say  upon  what  terms  peace  is  made  for  so  long 
as  Harry  Knox  furnishes  me  with  pay  & rations  so  long  I 
keep  his  trust  sacred.  The  hatchet  & rifle  I hold  under  him  so 
long  as  I hold  life  unless  sooner  discharged.  But  God  send 
peace  upon  generous  terms  for  I had  rather  have  peace  than 
war  so  that  the  people  may  enjoy  the  good  of  the  land.  And 
that  you  Eastern  people  may  know  that  this  western  world 
has  the  preferance  to  any  part  of  the  globe  that  we  have  seen 
as  yet.  But  I will  not  be  tedious  on  the  matter.  I refer  the 
matter  to  Major  White  who  will  be  able  to  give  you  a 
story  of  facts. 

My  time  is  short,  must  draw  to  a cholse.  But  must  give  you 
an  item  of  our  present  life.  We  live  as  merry  as  the  birds  of 
May.  Some  times  we  drink  punch  sometimes  brandy  which 
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is  the  custom  of  the  place.  And  when  we  cant  git 

that  we  take  poor  whiskey.  So  we  jog  a long  through  life  we 
know  not  what  day  when  we  shall  be  called  from  this  vail  of 
tears.  We  have  thousands  of  good  things  to  eate.  All  we  lack 
is  some  good  old  dumbd  fish  to  make  the  table  egiligant.  But 
I refer  you  to  White  he  will  tell  you  the  truth  and  more 
two.  I am  my  friends  with  sentiments  of  esteem  & friendship 

Yours  etc 

Wm.  Gray 

N B My  compliments  to  your  ladies  & allso  to  all 
acquaintance  who  shall  take  trouble  to  enquire  In 

particular  to  Col.  Putnam  & lady,  Joseph  Phanny  and  that 
family  Hannah  and  Timothy  Mr.  Flint  & lady  and  every 
body  that  you  shall  think  proper  Please  give  me  a line  as 
soon  as  you  can  make  it  convenient. 

Recd  by  Major  White 


Waterford,  14th  Aug.  1795 

My  good  old  Associate 

My  wishes  are  great  to  see  you  but  when  I shall  is  uncer- 
tain so  111  content  my  self  by  way  of  pen  for  the  present.  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  yours  by  the  hand  of  Major 
White  in  which  I took  pleasure  in  finding  you  all  well. 

On  my  part  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  and  the  rest  of 
acquaintance  that  we  are  all  well  excepting  Mrs.  Gray.  She 
is  sick  and  low  but  on  the  gaining  hand.  On  the  3d  day  of 
July  last  she  was  put  to  bed  with  son  & has  not  recovered  her 
health  yet  but  is  in  a fair  way  for  it.  As  to  news  you  have 
more  in  your  papers  than  I can  give  you  except  what  little 
matters  that  happen  within  a small  circle.  Mr.  Procter 
with  six  or  seven  went  out  on  their  land  last  spring  & had  the 
misfortune  of  loosing  one  of  the  men  killed  by  the  Indians 
close  to  their  own  door  In  consequence  the  rest  of  them 
left  there  station  corn  and  all  that  they  had  done. 

People  begin  to  flock  in  from  many  parts  as  soon  as  the  treaty 
is  over  we  shall  be  filled  with  inhabitants  every  one  will  bring 
a little  money  so  that  we  shall  now  and  then  see  a 
dollar  but  at  present  money  is  not  to  be  seen. 

Thank  God  we  have  plenty  to  eat  and  that  that  is  good  and 
some  times  little  to  drink  which  all  helps  pass  through  life. 
You  mention  about  George  Wyatts  son  I cant  find  out  what 
damsell  loves  the  son  but  it  appears  it  must  be  Pris  Whipple 
but  you  did  not  say.  Some  times  when  I reflect  upon  old 
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friends  and  old  times  it  allmast  makes  me  jump  to  think  I 
am  posted  here  in  the  woods  and  cant  enjoy  my  friends  and 
associates  that  I left  behind.  I have  made  new  ones  but  I 
dont  enjoy  them  as  I used  too  in  Danvers.  But  however  I 
submit  myself  to  the  fate  of  the  day  I know  that  I can  live 
better  here  than  I could  there.  But  I do  not  enjoy  myself 
half  so  well  here  as  I could  there.  With  a proviso  that  I had 
a plenty  of  money  God  be  with  us  all. 

My  respects  with  Mrs,  Grays  to  Mrs.  Putnam  & all  who  may 
inquire  after  us.  My  particular  wishes  to  Phanny  & Hannah 
and  Joseph  & Timothy  tell  them  that  I did  not  for  git  them 
but  am  in  a great  hurry  as  you  may  judge  from  my  scralls. 
If  I lived  in  Marietta  I could  write  oftener  but  as  I live  20 
miles  up  the  river  it  is  seldom  that  I can  hear  of  a chance  but 
every  opportunity  I have  I shall  embrace  it  cheerfully 
Dear  Sir  I am  with  sentiments  of  friendship 

Your  Humble  Ser1 

Wm.  Gray 


Eecd  by  Doctor  Bond 


Marietta  March  12  1797 

Sir : 

I received  your  kind  letter  by  Mr.  Procter  which  im- 
formed  me  that  you  thought  not  to  right  becaus  you  have  not 
had  a letter  from  me  so  long  I am  sorrey  you  have  mist  of 
my  letters  I have  roat  to  you  several  times  since  I had  any 
from  you.  You  roat  to  me  about  John  Gardners  estate  he 
left  here.  I roat  to  you  about  it  I now  can  tel  you  and  his 
father  that  he  left  I belave  estat  worth  a,  bout  three  hundred 
dollars  or  more.  He  left  no  child  he  left  a very  valuabel 
peace  of  land  and  it  is  under  emproofments  how  many  acors  I 
have  forgot.  If  his  father  is  a mind  to  send  me  a power  to 
take  care  of  it  and  to  agree  with  his  widow  to  quit  her  right 
of  Dower  I beleave  I can  accomplish  it  and  will  due  the  best 
I can  You  tel  me  that  Nemiers  widow  is  about  to  marry  Mr. 
Samuel  Wilkins  If  she  dus  I hope  she  will  pleas  her  self  and 
be  not  disappointed,  I fear  it  will  not  be  so  well  for  her  chil- 
dren where  there  is  so  many  sorts  We  have  had  the  coldest 
winter  that  ever  hath  been  since  we  came  here  although  the 
snow  haith  not  ben  more  than  two  or  three  inches  deep.  It 
is  a time  of  helth  here  Capt.  Gray  is  in  a poor  state  of  health 
yet  his  wife  they  tell  me  drives  on  bisness  very  well.  I raised 
upwards  of  70  bushels  of  wheat  and  between  60  and  70  of  rye 
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I have  got  more  than  two  hundred  apple  trees  sat  out  and 
more  than  one  hundred  peach  trees.  I had  about  8 gallons  of 
peach  brandy  last  year  I wish  some  of  my  children  would  come 
here  and  see  this  country  I wish  Daniel  Fuller  would  come 
here  to  a warm  climate  and  not  live  in  a cold  country  w7here 
he  must  keep  close  to  the  fire  or  freeze.  The  settlers 
come  on  here  very  fast  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
Land  rises  here  very  fast  it  was  sold  last  fall  from  20  to  a 
100  dolers  an  acor  Remember  me  to  all  asking  friends  We 
have  had  sometimes  this  winter  8 boarders  but  4 stidey  ones 
till  a few  weeks  ago  and  now  but  2 boarders  I must  conclude 
And  I remain  your  friend  and  well  wisher 
please  to  right  to  me  as  soon  as  you  receive  this 

Ezra  Putnam 


Mr.  Eleazer  Putnam 

Mrs.  Putnam  haith  so  many  letters  to  right  she  haith 
not  time  to  right  to  your  wife  now 
to  be  left  Post  Office  Salem 


OLD  BILL 


Major  Solomon  Wilkins 


to 

Ezra  Batchelder 


Dec™  3,  1824  to  mending  large  lock  to  dore 
to  cleaning  clock 


1.25 

1.50 


$2.75 


Recd  Payment 


Ezra  Batchelder 
— Danvers  Historical  Society 


THE  ONE  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE 
MAPLE  STREET  CHURCH 


By  Charles  Sutherland  Tapley 


The  101st  year  of  the  Maple  St.  Church  begins.  At 
this  time  in  accordance  with  custom  we  turn  our  thoughts 
to  1844  the  year  in  which  this  event  took  place.  The  complex- 
ity of  our  daily  life,  the  thousand  and  one  small  activities 
that  claim  the  passing  moment  concur  in  deadening  our  feel- 
ing for  the  past  and  in  hurrying  us  on  occupied  only  with  the 
immediate  present.  But  surely  some  sort  of  anniversary 
serves  to  blaze  a trail,  to  mark  a continuous  passage  in  which 
the  past  is  a part  of  the  present. 

The  modern  village  at  Danvers  Plains  dates  from  the  year 
1830.  Prior  to  that  time  Danversport,  then  called  New  Mills, 
was  the  busy  part  of  the  town.  Vessels  laden  with  foreign 
goods  were  daily  arriving  at  the  wharves.  There  being  no 
railroad  facilities  in  town  at  that  time,  nearly  everything 
came  by  water  to  New  Mills. 

The  shoe  industry  had  made  Putnamville  prosperous  and 
the  Tapley  earpet  mills  gave  the  start  to  Tapleyville.  In  1830 
Samuel  Preston,  Capt.  Eben  Putnam  and  Joshua  Silvester 
and  a few  others  began  the  manufacture  of  shoes  at  the  Plains. 
In  1836  the  population  of  the  Plains  was  only  130  but  a few 
years  later  it  grew  rapidly. 

Although  there  was  a tavern  at  the  corner  of  High  and 
Conant  Streets  much  earlier,  the  fine  old  Berry  Tavern  we  re- 
member was  built  by  Eben  G.  Berry  in  1838.  It  had  a mem- 
orable history  and  the  latch  string  was  always  out.  Here  the 
Danvers  militia  congregated.  Here  the  North  Danvers 
Lyceum  met.  Here,  also,  met  the  Selectmen  and  Assessors. 

J onas  "Warren  bought  Gideon  Putnam  ’s  grocery  store  and 
his  fairness  and  farsightedness  won  for  him  a tremendous 
trade.  Perley’s  store  did  an  extensive  business.  Between 
the  two  there  existed  much  rivalry.  Their  trade  was  chiefly 
with  people  from  the  back  country.  The  village  Bank  was 
established  in  1836  and  the  Post  Office  was  opened  in  1837. 

The  eighteen  forties  and  fifties  were  among  the  greatest 
eras  of  expansion  that  Danvers  has  ever  seen.  The  shoe  in- 
dustry was  at  its  height  and  its  enterprising  shoe  manufac- 
turers were  discovering  new  markets  in  the  South  and  in  1845 
Joshua  Silvester  introduced  into  England  the  manufacture  of 
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pegged  shoes.  But  in  1844  there  was  neither  Town  Hall  nor 
Library  and  the  railroad  had  not  yet  reached  Danvers.  There 
was  no  High  School  but  many  of  the  young  men  and  young 
women  attended  various  Academies. 

This  period  was  marked  by  an  activity  of  mind  and  an  in- 
terest in  the  great  social,  moral  and  political  questions  of 
the  day.  Foremost  among  these  issues  was  the  question  of 
slavery.  New  England  was  never  more  vitally  alert  and 
alive  emotionally  and  politically  than  in  1844  and  Danvers 
sensitive  to  all  that  was  astir  felt  the  heart  beats  of  New 
England  and  of  the  nation  as  well.  The  songs  of  Longfellow 
and  Whittier  filled  the  air,  and  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  fre- 
quently walked  through  Danvers  Plains  on  his  way  to  Folly 
Hill. 

Danvers  in  1844  was  a community  in  which  generosity  of 
spirit  and  graces  of  culture  were  predominant  and  where 
eagerness  for  truth  pervaded  the  atmosphere.  Men  of  that 
day  had  to  fashion  their  own  tools  for  the  work  they  had 
to  do  and  with  these  they  had  to  hew  out  their  own  ma- 
terial. Many  of  them  had  integrity,  judgment,  courage  and 
vision  in  unusual  measure  and  the  gift  of  leadership  that  in- 
spired confidence  in  others.  The  strong  mentality,  the  un- 
tiring energy  and  the  sense  of  civic  obligation  of  the  men  of 
Danvers  of  those  years  left  a marked  influence  on  the  com- 
munity. Their  minds  were  active  and  adventurous  and  did 
not  stick  to  the  beaten  track.  The  contribution  which 
they  made  to  the  thought  and  accomplishment  of  their  gen- 
eration survived  in  the  lives  of  hundreds  for  whom  they 
furnished  vocation  and  whom  they  led  to  supreme  heights  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  same.  In  them  was  strikingly  exemplified 
the  old  truth  that  it  is  to  the  man  who  is  busy  and  successful 
in  his  own  affairs  that  we  must  lean  on  to  aid  the  common 
welfare.  Their  keen  vision  dissipated  the  uncertainties  of  the 
future  as  they  foresaw  the  opportunity  to  do  good.  Active, 
industrious,  thrifty  and  intelligent  the  men  and  women  of 
Danvers  Plains  were  of  remarkable  stamp. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  Dr.  Milton  P.  Braman  had  been 
minister  of  the  First  Church.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost 
preachers  of  the  county  and  the  state.  During  his  ministry 
there  came  on  the  stormy  period  of  the  agitation  respecting 
slavery.  Dr.  Braman  was  not  a friend  of  slavery  but  some 
of  the  more  active  minds  of  his  church  drifted  a little  out  of 
accord  with  the  pastor.  This  may  have  been  one  of  the  rea- 
sons for  the  founding  of  the  Maple  Street  Church.  As  the 
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Plains  was  becoming  the  business  center  of  the  Northern  part 
of  Danvers  it  was  naturally  desired  that  there  should  be  here 
a Congregational  place  of  worship. 

A meeting  was  held  at  the  district  school  house  on  School 
Street  in  1844  in  which  was  organized  what  was  called  the 
“Third  Orthodox  Congregational  Society”  in  Danvers,  the 
Second  was  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  now  Peabody.  A 
meeting  house  was  built  the  same  year,  but  the  church  was 
organized  at  the  house  of  Mir.  John  S.  Learoyd  on  Maple 
Street  opposite  the  church. 

The  meeting  house  was  fortunately  spared  in  the  great 
fire  of  1845  which  brought  great  loss  to  Danvers  Plains  but 
suffered  loss  in  1850.  In  1857,  two  years  after  the  division  of 
the  town  into  the  new  portions — Danvers  and  South  Danvers, 
the  name  was  changed,  the  term  “Third”  having  lost  its 
meaning  and  the  title  became,  as  now,  “The  Maple  Street 
Church.” 

The  new  church  was  thus  established  chiefly  to  meet  the 
new  conditions  of  locality  and  its  members  were  drawn  to  it 
chiefly  by  the  greater  convenience  of  attending  here.  There 
were  some  who  came  from  the  First  Church  more  readily 
since  they  had  entered  more  zealously  than  others  into  the  po- 
litical movement  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  church  had 
at  first  forty-two  members,  forty  came  from  the  First 
Church  and  two  from  Topsfield.  Thirteen  men  and  twenty- 
nine  women. 

Frederick  Howe  and  Samuel  Page  Fowler  were  the  first 
deacons.  Both  had  been  members  of  the  First  Church  and 
Mr.  Ilowe  had  been  a deacon  in  it.  In  1864  John  S.  Learoyd 
became  a deacon. 

Frederick  Howe  was  the  village  blacksmith  and  like  Long- 
fellow ’s  blacksmith  ‘ ‘ A mighty  man  was  he  with  large  and 
sinewy  hands.”  His  shop  was  located  near  the  present  Cot- 
tage Avenue  and  under  a spreading  elm  tree,  not  a chestnut 
tree,  the  children  from  the  school  on  Schoool  Street  stopped 
in  to  see  Mr.  Howe  who  always  had  a pleasant  word  for  them. 
The  earnestness  and  purity  of  his  Christian  life  were  often 
referred  to  during  his  long  stay  and  he  lies  buried  with  four 
wives  in  Walnut  Grove  Cemetery. 

Samuel  Page  Fowler  was  born  in  New  Mills,  now  Dan- 
versport  in  1800.  His  gradmother  Sarah  Putnam  was  the 
first  white  child  born  at  the  Port.  His  great  grandfather  was 
Col.  Jeremiah  Page  who  built  the  beautiful  Page  House  on 
Page  Street. 
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Deacon  Fowler  manifested  a deep  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  town  and  represented  his 
town  in  the  General  Court  in  1837,  1838,  1839  and  at  the 
Constitutional  Convention  in  Boston.  He  served  as  Overseer 
of  the  Poor  for  forty-four  years,  president  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Peabody  Institute,  Chairman  of  the  lecture  and  li- 
brary committee. 

His  garden  at  his  home  on  Cherry  Street  opposite  the 
Crosby  funeral  home  was  the  finest  in  town  and  he  had  equal 
success  with  plants  from  widely  separated  localities,  so  that 
in  his  garden  the  variously  tinted  blossoms  of  our  woods  and 
fields  grew  side  by  side  with  the  more  gorgeous  flowers  of 
China  and  Japan.  For  more  than  forty  years  he  arranged  a 
bouquet  each  week  for  the  church.  He  studied  the  character- 
istics of  native  trees  and  shrubs  and  he  published  “Native 
Trees  and  Shrubs.  ” He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Essex 
Institute  and  he  published  much  on  the  early  history  of  the 
town.  His  literary  work  was  performed  in  the  midst  of  his 
work  as  a tanner  at  Danversport. 

Deacon  Fowler  married  Harriet  Putnam  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Betsey  Putnam.  Moses  Putnam,  the  wealthiest 
man  in  Putnam ville  was  a very  generous  contributor  to  the 
church  in  its  early  days.  Samuel  Page  Fowler  was  clerk  of 
the  Parish  many  years  and  a constant  attendant 
at  the  prayer-meetings  of  the  church,  contributing 
to  their  interest  by  his  words  of  instruction  and  wisdom. 

Deacon  John  S.  Learoyd  was  a deacon  of  Maple  Street 
Church  for  thirty-two  years,  and  superintendent  of  its  Sun- 
day School  for  a similar  period.  He  was  very  earnest  and  a 
national  leader  of  men.  I deeply  regret  that  the  Deacon  John 
Learoyd  of  our  time  could  not  have  lived  until  this  anniver- 
sary. Had  he  lived  to  take  part  in  it  he  would  have  been  the 
central  figure  of  the  occasion.  In  all  the  families  connected 
with  the  church  none  have  been  more  prominent  in  the  life  of 
the  church,  than  the  Learoyd  family  and  happily  Dr.  Charles 
Learoyd  continues  the  good  work. 

The  first  minister  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Richard  Tolman. 
Tall  and  stately  as  a cedar  of  Lebanon,  he  remained  here  three 
years  going  to  Tewksbury  and  later  to  Hampton,  Ya.  His 
salary  was,  $600  a year  which  I hope  was  paid  him.  The  first 
minister  of  the  First  Church  the  Rev.  James  Bayley  not  only 
was  not  paid  his  salary,  but  the  church  constantly  borrowed 
from  him. 
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Your  second  minister,  Rev.  James  Fletcher,  held  the  post 
fifteen  years  and  later  served  for  five  years  as  principal  of 
our  Holten  High  School.  Later  he  was  principal  of  Lawrence 
Academy,  Groton.  During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Fletcher  the 
meeting  house  was  set  on  fire  but  was  soon  rebuilt.  In  1844 
the  choir  sang  from  Watts’  Hymns,  the  old  soul-stirring 
tunes.  From  the  very  first  yours  was  a most  active  church 
though  small  in  numbers. 

For  many  years  the  First  Church  was  larger  in  numbers 
and  stronger  financially.  These  conditions  are  now  reversed, 
the  mother  church  has  seen  you  overtake  and  pass  her.  Your 
growth  has  not  been  due  altogether  to  your  favorable  location. 
Your  success  has  sprung  from  your  activity,  your  good  fellow- 
ship and  the  genuineness  of  your  Christian  purpose. 

A hundred  years  may  seem  but  a short  step  in  a long 
journey.  Yet  four  such  steps  would  carry  us  back  to  a time 
when  this  whole  Continent  seemed  hidden  in  everlasting  dark- 
ness. Yet  compared  with  several  other  New  England  churches 
yours  seems  youthful.  In  the  building  of  any  community  there 
must  be  not  only  the  building  of  homes  but  a care  for  the  in- 
tellectual and  moral  growth  of  the  men  and  women  of  the  com- 
munity and  for  the  religious  training  of  the  children.  The 
men  and  women  who  established  this  church  knew  they  could 
do  no  greater  work.  For  a hundred  years  has  not  the  Maple 
Street  Church  been  a power  for  good?  From  out  of  it  to 
many  a city  and  on  to  many  a broad  prairie  have  gone  strong 
men  and  noble  women,  who  owe  somewhat  of  their  early  train- 
ing to  the  church. 

Is  it  not  appropriate  on  this  hundredth  anniversary 
that  we  should  bring  to  those  men  and  women  our  tribute  of 
grateful  thanks  and  kindly  remembrance?  Shall  we  not  rise 
up  and  call  them  blessed?  We  cannot  comprehend  the  differ- 
ence between  the  circumstances  surrounding  us  now  and  those 
of  our  fathers  then,  nor  fully  estimate  the  magnitude  of  the 
obstacles  confronting  them,  nor  the  courage  and  persistency 
required  to  meet  and  overcome  them.  It  is  difficult  for  any 
of  us  to  realize  what  enormous  changes  have  taken  place  with- 
in the  last  hundred  years.  It  is  not  exaggerating  to  say 
that  the  human  race  has  made  greater  progress  during  that 
period  than  it  did  in  any  thousand  years  preceding  it. 

Imagine  if  you  can  the  astonishment  of  Deacon  Howe 
could  he  come  to  life  today.  How  impossible  to  explain  to  him 
the  mysteries  of  the  radio  and  to  tell  him  of 
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transatlantic  flights  by  airplane.  He  learns  with  speechless 
alarm  of  the  thousand  wonders  wrought  by  the  tamed 
lightning,  which  he  supposes  came  only  from  the  thunder- 
cloud to  burn  and  destroy.  Would  he  not  suspect  some  new 
and  unheard  of  form  of  witchcraft  sniff  the  air  for  the  scent 
of  brimstone  and  nervously  scan  us  from  head  to  foot,  fearing 
to  see  the  hoofs  and  horns  of  his  great  adversary.  Doubtless 
he  would,  but  yet,  that  Deacon,  despite  his  ignorance  of  mod- 
ern science  and  art,  may  have  had  the  head  of  a sage  and  the 
heart  of  a lion.  It  is  an  illustration  of  fixity  and  stabil- 
ity of  this  group  that  many  of  the  first  members  are  repre- 
sented here  in  name  or  in  blood  to-day. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  change  has  been  in  the  habits  of  do- 
mestic life.  Though  written  creeds  may  not  change,  the  vi- 
tality* of  religious  belief  slowly  yields  to  the  influence  of 
time  and  the  spirit  of  the  age.  The  sermons  of  one  hundred 
years  ago  depicted  at  great  length,  with  much  minuteness  and 
in  lurid  colors,  the  never  dying  flames,  and  the  unimaginable 
horror  of  a hell  to  which  every  human  soul  had  been  con- 
demned so  that  for  the  elect  there  could  be  no  fear,  and  for 
the  non-elect  no  hope.  The  last  half-century  has  wonderfully 
diminished  the  zeal  with  which  such  sermons  are  preached 
from  the  pulpit  or  believed  in  the  pew.  The  love  of  God  for 
his  children  is  now  a more  attractive  subject  than  his  anger. 

When  your  church  was  founded  the  telephone,  the  elec- 
tric light,  labor  saving  machinery  and  all  the  other  great  in- 
ventions of  modern  times,  were,  as  yet  undreamed  of.  A few 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  were  lingering  on  the  stage  and 
without  doubt  some  of  them  attended  this  church.  As  we  look 
back  through  this  long  vista  of  the  past,  reflections  in  an- 
other direction  are  awakened.  The  imagination  penetrates 
the  coming  century  that  stretches  out  in  dim  and  shadowy 
outline  before  us.  We  think  of  the  second  centennial  of  the 
Maple  Street  Church.  What  will  be  the  condition  of  the 
town  or  city  then,  and  who  will  be  there  to  take  part  in  that 
celebration?  We  certainly  shall  not  be.  The  Maple  Street 
Church  has  outgrown  the  parent  church,  but  it  can  never 
grow,  either  in  numbers  or  in  efficiency,  beyond  the  loving 
and  Christian  wishes  of  the  ancient  body  from  which  it 
sprung. 
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( Concluded  from  Vol.  32,  p.  71) 

Thurs  14  Aug.  Tore  down  petition  took  down  the  sealing 
boards  put  them  up  further  end  fixed  for  lathing  hung 
doors  at  noon  Dan  Ben  began  upon  roof  Cloudy  up  after 
papers  stoped  to  Mr.  B Yi  an  hour  plausible  Got  home 
9 eve 

Friday  15  Aug  Cloudy  Sir  went  to  Salem  Carryed  plough 
Daniels  Ben  to  work  upon  roof  had  18  ft  of  boards  of 
Porter  and  Upton  Hubbard  hauled  them  Daniels  Ben 
got  done  the  boarding  and  shingling  by  the  Gutters 
Grandma  Woodberry  and  Uncle  Johns  wife  here  lathing 
myself  Cleared  off 

Sat  16  In  the  store  lathing  warm  Daniels  went  home  at  6 
John  Prichard  came  after  him  with  chaise  Dan  Ben 
cased  posts  plates  and  so  forth  turned  a hub  had  a pair 
of  shoes  worth  $2.00 

Sun  17  Ser  (mon)  by  Mr.  Dow  Look  at  the  children  in  the 
Lord 

Mon  18  Pleasant  Hubbards  boy  hauled  oats  from  here  lath- 
ing Daniels  at  Rowley  Ben  to  work  upon  a wheel  for 
Mr.  Allen  Manchester  that  had  his  house  and  barn  burnt 
put  up  two  firs  over  head  and  lathed  the  northern  side 
fishermen  2/3  in 

Tues.  19  Aug.  Dan  arrived  at  2 lathing  over  head  forenoon 
Ben  to  work  upon  wheel  made  it  in  2 Yi  days.  After  went 
to  Salem  paid  60  to  Will  Dean  paid  $129  to  B Hathorne 
had  goods  at  each  of  the  places  warm  fire  at  Charleston 
last  eve  burnt  down  twine  factory  and  1 dwelling  house 
It  was  said  in  Salem  Johonnot  had  more  of  his  machinery 
taken  away 

Wed  20  lathing  lathed  2/3  of  the  Ground  over  head  Dan  Ben 
took  hold  and  helped  me  finish  the  whole  They  fixed  the 
stones  to  the  door  and  made  morter  warm  rainy  night 

Thurs  21  John  Usher  here  plasterin  put  it  over  the  whole 
lathing  opening  the  goods  I bot  to  Salem  the  other  day 
8 oclock  this  morn  Master  Edmund  Kimball  arrived  here 
he  said  he  came  from  Wenham  this  morn  Mary  Kimball 
arrived  here  and  Lydia  Kimball  from  Wenham  Mary  and 
Edmund  from  Newburyport  went  down  in  town  with 
Edmund  Maam  had  company  as  I am  informed  Lydia 
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Kimball  went  home  this  eve  with  Mr.  Anderson  and  wife 
Dan  fixing  stairs  to  go  down  cellar  Ben  tending 

Friday  22  John  Usher  come  and  smoothe  the  plasterin  in  the 
forenoon  went  home  at  2 oclock  after  Sir  and  the  rest 
of  us  moved  rum  hhds  so  the  heads  stood  north  and  south 
Edmund  K and  myself  washed  some  parts  of  the  store 
moved  Gin  bar  and  brandy  bbl  swept  and  cleaned  out 
the  rear  part  moved  bbls  of  sugar  along  by  the  southern 
side  that  Capt.  Thornton  brot  in  and  worked  both  of  us 
hard  through  the  day  We  went  to  Salem  early  in  the 
morning  Got  168  lbs  Coffee  96  lbs  Georgia  upland  cot- 
ton 2 wheel  boxes  2 dozen  brooms,  etc.  Went  at  6 re- 
returned 81/2  morn  Mary  Kimball  here  Dan  and  Ben  to 
work  upon  outside  cellar  stairs  Ben  got  done  the  sides 
Ben  went  up  and  helped  unload  Averells  rum  Carryed 
coasters  wheelbarrows  to  Salem  and  new  rum  hhd  Dan 
to  work  upon  the  top  and  outside  work  John  Usher  chol- 
lared  chimneys  Ephraim  Dodge  brot  over  the  new  rum 
Felt  very  well  today  opened  boxes  very  warm  and  one 
small  shower  Went  up  to  Averells  helped  unload  rum 

Sat  23  Edmund  and  Mary  went  from  here  at  3 in  our  chaise 
with  Mr.  Dow  and  his  horse  Dan  and  Ben  fixing  cellar 
doors  and  laid  a few  clapboards  posted  a little  from  the 
day  book  rainy  forenoon  Uncle  Brown  here  Saw  Mr. 
Shelden  today  settled  with  Lot  Conant  John  Pouslands 
wife  here  at  6 aftet*  acknowledged  she  owed  3/6  for  a 
pr.  of  shoes  Barnabas  Trask  young  was  before  a mag- 
istrate today  John  Struck  Biarnabas  a few  days  ago  John 
had  to  pay  Barnabas  15/  and  cost  Fire  the  beginning  of 
the  week  in  Charleston,  Mass,  burnt  twine  factory  one 
dwelling  house  loss  estimated  at  $8000  Mr.  Dow  went 
to  Newbury  port  for  an  exchange. 

Sun  24  rainy  stormy  and  windy  all  day  we  have  not  had  such 
a rain  these  4 months  that  I recollect  Ser(mon)  by  Mr. 
Dana  Marblehead  Paul  preached  righteousness  temper- 
ance and  judgment  to  come  Felix  trembled  said  depart 
for  this  time  when  I have  a convenient  time  I will  call 
for  thee  that  time  never  come  after  blessed  are 
these  that  mourn  for  they  shall  be  comforted  very  pa- 
thetic address  very  thin  meeting  indeed  Mr.  Edwards 
got  home. 

Mon  25  posting  books  very  pleasant  day  after  the  storm 
Dan  clapboarding  Ben  planing 
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Tues  26  Dan  and  Ben  putting  up  shelves  southern  side  Sir 
went  up  to  Topsfield  forenoon  pleasant  I went  down 
in  town  to  see  about  salt  found  it  was  28/6  went  up 
to  Mr.  Dows  to  carry  chaise 

Wed  27  at  3J/2  morn  got  up  to  fix  for  commencement  Got 
up  at  Mr.  Dows  at  4 oclock  found  him  abed  We  sat  out 
from  Dows  sunrise  arrived  at  Cambridge  at  9 warm  and 
pleasant  very  much  thronged  at  the  meeting  house  went 
in  to  one  of  my  acquaintances  room  saw  Mr.  Tracy  mas- 
ter wheelwright  went  to  Boston  at  sundown 
put  the  horse  up  at  Palmers  Got  lodging  and  boarding 
at  Mrs.  Nichols  May  Porter  and  Mr.  J.  Herric  went  in 
company  with  us  to  Boston  and  Cambridge  this  eve  dis- 
corsed  with  Mr.  Dow  upon  religious  matters  attended 
a lecture  at  Dr.  stilmans  vestry 
Thurs  28  Got  up  at  sunrise  went  down  on  long  wharf  in  the 
forepart  of  the  day  bot  ware  brimstone  braces  tobacco, 
etc.  at  4 set  out  for  home  May  and  Mr.  Herric  rode  be- 
fore us  got  home  at  7 3/4  went  and  come  on  turnpike 
from  Newburyport  to  Boston  found  that  N Leech  had  not 
sent  up  salt  Mr,  Dow  brot  one  map  of  the  United  States 
Frye  Gage  brot  50  sets  of  spokes  this  eve  Dan  and  Ben 
to  work  upon  shelves  salt  bin  and  they  wrough  3/4  day 
at  Capt  Burleys  Farm 

Friday  29  Settled  with  Fry  Gage  for  spokes  Gave  him  5/6 
pr  sett  cash  pleasant  Dan  and  Ben  clapborading  Sir 
and  Mr.  Edwards  had  another  short  dispute  Mr.  Brooks 
Salem  sent  over  and  took  away  a pair  of  wheels  that  Caleb 
Kimball  made  the  joints  were  open  and  Sir  did  not  war- 
rant them  Had  considerable  company  this  eve  Mr.  Ed- 
wards told  Israel  Friend  he  had  better  let  his  tongue  be 
still  Pleasant  moved  ware  to  the  new  southern  part 
Sat  30  fixed  shelves  Dan  and  Ben  put  up  Gutters  put 
chafin  dishes  and  ware  on  the  shelves  pleasant  wrote 
letter  to  Nancy  Sir  wrote  to  Uncle  Jocob  Wrote  him 
that  he  must  help  us  to  money  They  finished  the  store 
and  cleared  yard  up 

Sun  31  Mr.  Dow  preached  from  John  4 :23 :24  At  6 had  a 
short  shower  attended  with  thunder  and  lightning  warm 
Mon  Sept  1,  1806  put  up  5 shelves  pleasant  foggy  morns 
Eben  Tod  and  others  went  to  Plum  island  on  a party 
Tues  2 Went  to  Salem  bot  hhd  rum  molasses  I could  have 
had  flour  at  $8.37,/2  bot  barrell,  etc.  rainy  last  night 
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and  all  this  day  opening  ware  that  came  from  Boston 
paid  $1.17  truckage  freight  warfage  for  the  ware  yellow 
corn  5/ 

Wed  3 rainy  stormy  all  day  removed  boxes  placed  hard  ware 
and  the  boxes  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  store  found 
there  to  be  of  different  sizes  140  setts  man  executed 
at  Haverhill  New  Hampshire  he  had  believed  in  universal 
salvation  and  he  said  as  he  was  just  about  to  leave  this 
world  he  believed  that  was  what  pressed  him  on  to  mur- 
der his  fellow  creatures  peace  is  talked  of 

Thursday  4 Dan  Got  here  at  4 after  rainy  and  stormy  all  day 
posting  book  cold 

Friday  5 posting  wrote  4 letters  Hubbard  brot  over  1 hhd 
rum  1 molasses  1 brimstone  rainy  cloudy  considerable 
salt  hay  lost  Got  down  from  the  chamber  1 bbl  beans 
Ben  got  home 

Sat  6 Went  up  to  Hamilton  at  2 after  found 
that  Joshua  Dodge  had  gone  gunning  I staid  /%  an 
hour  thence  I came  down  to  Capt  Kimballs  where  I spent 
the  afternoon  Found  him  little  delirious  Stormy  when 
I came  home  Fanny  (sister)  went  with  me 

Sun  7 Mr.  Adams  of  Middleton  preached 

Monday  8 6 oclock  Morn  Mr.  Asy  Rix  Dodge  was  here  after 

Daniels  and  Nathan  Smith  to  go  freighting  Sir  concluded 
as  Mr.  Dodge  had  met  with  some  difficulty  getting  men 
to  go  with  him  that  Mr.  Daniels  might  go  Mr.  Dodge 
sat  away  from  here  at  % past  6 with  Mr.  Daniels  both 
on  his  horse  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Dodge  and  Daniel 
started  away  from  Mr.  Dodges  for  the  marsh  about  7 It 
seems  they  went  and  got  their  freight  and  were  re- 
turning home  and  when  they  got  to  a point  called  Hogs 
back  bone  it  seems  Mr.  Dodge  got  out  to  the  boat  in  order 
to  keep  her  off  the  shore  at  which  place  shocking  to  re- 
late he  was  drowned  a little  before  he  went  under  he 
told  Mr.  Daniels  that  she  would  ground  and  kept  most  the 
whole  time  hollering  keep  her  off  Mr.  Daniels  in  reply 
stated  that  he  would  and  asked  him  to  go  up  and  walk 
along  on  the  marsh  but  it  seems  Mr.  Dodge  did  not  When 
this  conversation  took  place  the  water  was  up  to  his 
breast  whether  he  stepd  forward  into  a slough  or  mud- 
hole  they  know  not  Mr.  Daniels  hollered  out  to  Mr. 
Smith  Mr.  Dodge  is  drowning  they  tried  to  get  the 
boat  about  and  bear  up  to  the  fatal  spot  but  they  saw 
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him  no  more  it  is  probable  Though  Mr.  Smith  observed 
he  thought  he  saw  his  head  or  leg  but  was  not  certain 
this  awful  phenomenon  took  place  this  8 of  September  A 
D 1806  between  the  hours  of  4 and  five  in  the  afternoon 
Mr.  Dodge  I should  suppose  was  not  far  from  30  a very- 
tall  man  stout  robust  active  man  I need  not  observe  fur- 
ther for  I shall  remember  as  long  as  I live  his  disposition 
and  other  qualities 

In  the  store  posting  books,  etc.  Sir  and  Mr.  Dow  went 
part  of  the  way  to  Hamilton  Pleasant  Mr.  Jesse  Merril 
called  in  to  the  store  at  5'/2  after  spent  the  night 
with  us  we  went  up  to  Mr.  Dows  in  the  eve  Mr.  Dan- 
iels got  home  about  12  this  eve  Ben  to  work  upon  weals 
and  hind  bit  to  cart  for  Andrew  Elliot 
Tuesday  9 Got  up  at  sunrise  slept  with  Mr.  Merril  this  last 
night  he  observed  there  were  four  classes  in  colledges 
about  the  first  conversation  I heard  this  morn  was  Sir 
observed  it  was  a melancholy  circumstance  when  I en- 
quired what  it  was  it  made  me  reflect  upon  his  situation 
at  death  Mr.  Daniels  and  Mr.  Smith  sat  out  at  sunrise 
in  order  to  find  the  body  of  the  deceased  Sir  also  rode 
up  on  horseback  to  Mr.  Dodges  Mr.  Merril  went  away 
after  breakfast  May  this  rouse  in  us  to  consider  the  un- 
certainty of  death  the  certainty  of  judgement  and 
eternity  God  Almighty  grant  this  providence  may  not 
pass  over  our  heads  unobserved  we  see  how  frail  we  are 
Pleasant  forenoon  he  went  into  the  water  to  wash  him- 
self when  they  had  loaded  the  gondalo 

The  morn  was  pleasant  and  serene 
The  morn  he  thought  was  not  his  last 
The  boat  he  entered  fresh  and  full 
Secure  as  we  in  evenings  are 

When  to  the  boat  they  had  repaired 
They  road  till  they  came  to  the  shore 
When  each  one  to  his  lot  repaired 
and  filled  the  boat  from  side  to  side 

Thence  to  the  water  he  did  enter 
And  washed  himself  all  too  well 
Had  he  but  chose  some  other  boon 
And  done  as  he  had  wont  to  do 
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This  may  be  thought  the  reason  why 
The  matter  sprung  into  his  head 
And  caused  his  direful  face  to  look 
Much  like  a person  made  with  rage 

He  from  the  water  straightway  come 
Returning  on  their  way  home 
When  to  this  place  we  may  mourn 
They  saw  him  fall  into  the  deep 

Tues  9 pleasant  day  Mr.  Daniels  and  Smith  all  day  searching 
for  the  body  now  7 oclock  eve  heard  nothing  from  them 
Ben  to  work  upon  weals  8J4  this  eve  they  have  not  found 
the  body  person  that  had  an  ox  give  out  by  heat  had 
some  spirits  lives  on  pierces  farm  Danvers  Mr.  Daniels 
and  Smith  got  home  at  10  very  heavy  thunder  rainy 
eve 

Wednesday  10  Went  to  Salem  at  6 this  morn  bot  hard  ware 
crockery  ware,  etc  person  fell  from  a load  of  hay  and 
broke  his  neck  last  night  the  lightning  struck  an  house 
by  Lawrences  distill  took  of  part  of  roof  knocked  in 
squares  of  glass  torn  down  wall  the  clap  was:  severly  felt 
pleasant  Mr.  Porter  and  a number  search  the  hole  1/4  of  a 
mile  from  where  Mr.  Dodge  was  drowned  and  found  not 
the  body  Sir  went  up  street  after  I got  home  with  horse 
and  chaise  to  Mr.  Hammonds  had  16  pair  shoes  from 
Trasks  Daniels  to  work  upon  sash  and  Ben  wheels 

Thurs  11  Opened  hardware  pleasant  Courts  committee 
passd  here  today  they  staked  out  the  road  drove  1 stake 
close  by  the  lower  step  of  the  store  door  made  punch  for 
them  they  got  on  their  rout  as  far  as  Mr.  Porters  Sir 
says  it  will  be  100  dollars  damage  to  him.  Col  Cogs- 
well Mr.  Wade  Mr.  Chapman  Mr.  Batchelder  and  others 
were  committee  Dan  to  work  upon  trunk  and  ben  on 
wheels  Recd  order  of  Andrew  Elliot  I am  to  put  2 qts 
of  rum  which  is  back  pay  on  the  next  bill  that  I make  out 
for  his? 

Friday  12  rainy  chief  part  of  the  day  had  the  crate  of  ware 
at  noon  went  down  house  cellar  and  got  Cherry  out  of  the 
bbl  put  up  a few  cherrys  Mowed  second  crop  the  other 
side  of  the  way 

Sat  13  recd  a letter  from  Nancy 

Sun  14  Went  to  meeting  Mr.  Wyman  went  home  this  morn 
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Mon  15  Went  to  Salem  had  2 ticks  from  Cad  well  cut  stalks 
Carryd  them  to  Salem  Dow  had  them  had  waiscoating 
Gloves  of  Dow  for  pay  Carryd  an  order  on  Mrs.  Gilman 
Could  not  have  the  goods  for  cash  price  therefore  I did 
not  have  them  Pleasant  budded  trees  for  Capt.  Leech  I 
helped  rake  2d  crop 

Tues  16  In  the  store  covered  trunk  Sir  got  a new  waiscoat 
and  Coat  pleasant  Seaturns  are  now  prevalent  opend 
second  crop  Hannah  Woodberry  here  to  work 
Wed  17  had  4 blls  of  Cyder  of  Jacob  Edwards  at  10/6  pr 
bbl  pleasant  Dan  and  Ben  gathering  apples  and  tend- 
ing 2d  crop  Sir  sat  out  in  the  4 oclock  stage  the  2 oclock 
stage  was  full  Dan  and  Ben  went  up  to  Mr.  Ay  Rix 
Dodge  very  warm  day  at  home  this  eve 
Thurs  18  Settled  with  Mr.  Towns  for  bringing  up  salt  Ben 
picking  Cherrys  fore  noon  at  noon  he  finished  his  wheel 
from  3 to  6 getting  2d  crop  Daniels  to  work  for  maam 
and  getting  in  2d  crop  Settled  with  Lydia  Conant  bal- 
ance due  me  66  cts,  very  warm  Mr.  Towns  carryd  up 
stalks  at  nine  went  up  and  put  up  Johonnots  advertise- 
ment stopt  at  Mrs.  Bakers  Got  home  as  the  clock 
struck  ten  Trow  paid  $10  marking  ware  till  S/2  wrote  a 
letter  to  Andrews 

Friday  19  Got  13  yds  of  bedtic  at  Caldwells  budded  peach 
trees  Daniels  to  work  upon  shutters  and  he  put  up  shel- 
ves under  counters  Sent  over  money  $25  by  Abram 
Dodge  Ben  put  on  top  bundles  to  stalks  and  to  work 
upon  horse  cart  body  Posted  some  in  the  book  Maam 
went  to  Wenham  with  Fanny  Daniels  went  home  in  the 
2 oclock  stage  settled  with  Mr.  Caldwell  Col  Cogs- 
well and  Wade  on  the  road  measuring  wall  to  see  how 
much  there  is  to  move  let  Asor  Brown  have  a great  coat 
had  a receipt  for  the  hhd  of  rum  markd  the  rest  of 
the  ware 

Sat  20  Sent  over  wheelbarrow  and  eggs  this  morn  pumpt 
brandy  gin  this  morn  Col  Cogswel  and  Wade  on  the  road 
Ben  to  work  upon  cart  recd  a letter  by  the  hands  of 
Uncle  Nicholas  from  Uncle  Jacob  Maam  thinks  Sir  nor 
Mr.  Dow  is  not  in  the  way  of  their  duty  in  going  to  the 
ordination  Cloudy  all  day  last  night  writ  a letter  to  Willm 
Dean  about  nails  called  upon  James  Trow  and  Walden 
for  money  they  observed  they  could  not  get  none 
Sun  21  pleasant  Maam  went  to  the  Baptist  forenoon 
Afternoon  I went  down  to  Mr.  Abbots 
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Monday  22  Took  harnes  and  all  the  apparus  apart  oild  the 
whole  oild  the  thoroughbrace  7 times  Sam  Dodge  un- 
Well  Ben  to  work  upon  the  cart  till  3 % at  which  time 
Bill  Maloon  came  with  Mr.  Chipmans  cart  and  wanted  an 
axletree  in  oild  chaise  carriage  and  wheels  in  the  morn 
went  up  to  Mill  Factory  ladies  here,  maam  washed  this 
night  cow  got  in  to  Mr.  Cresys  garden  recd  a letter  from 
Uncle  Jacob 

Tues.  23  Ben  got  done  Mr.  Chipmans  axletree  at  9 3/4  morn 
afterward  to  work  upon  horsecart  pleasant  cleant  bras- 
ses on  the  harness  to  chaise  cleaned  the  window  next  to 
desk  Mr.  Batchelder  asked  if  we  had  heard  from  Sir 
Went  up  to  Mr.  Friends  after  They  found  him  a bed 
when  I came  back  of  course  I did  not  get  it  Come  back 
to  Averels  and  conversed  Mrs.  B said  she  did  not  like 
it  to  think  that  we  should  get  Mr.  Cresys  cus- 
tom Got  home  10%  pleasant  eve 

Wed  24  Got  up  before  daylight  went  up  to  John  Bakers  Wen- 
ham  asked  him  concerning  Iron  he  had  not  got  it  burn- 
ing lash  kiln  at  the  brickyard  when  I came  back  I went 
down  in  to  town  to  see  Capt  Spear  saw  him  he  is  to 
bring  the  money  Saturday  Got  home  from  town  sun 
of  an  hour  high  Ephraim  Harris  took  up  his  note  of 
$9  pleasant  wrote  letter  to  Nancy  and  to  Uncle  Jacob 
Daniels  arrived  this  morning  Daniels  to  work  upon 
cart  forenoon  afternoon  he  laid  a bottom  of  plank  floor 
Ben  to  work  upon  cart  all  day  Writ  line  to  Goodaie  went 
up  round  square  to  see  Friend  Coffin,  etc.  did  not  see 
them  went  over  to  Mrs.  Dows  got  home  10%  I saw  the 
selectmens  list  and  copied  it  off 

Tliurs  25  Got  up  by  day  went  over  to  further  factory  to 
get  the  Iron  but  there  was  none  laid  out  and  they  had 
none  had  Mr.  Tarbles  cart  Of  course  I got  it  at  Dan- 
vers and  Beverly  works  Cloudy  morn  Daniels  to  work 
upon  cart  and  Ben  too  Mr.  Coffin  down  here  writ  line 
to  Will  Dean  and  Joseph  Andrews  Cloudy  went  up  to  Mr. 
Batchelders  asked  him  questions  concerning  the  surveyor 
Sent  word  to  scobie  Mr.  Wyman  returned  at  3 after 
sold  considerable  navy  goods  today  Mrs.  Macholister 
sick  spoke  to  Mr.  shelden  last  night  took  a pocketbook 
worth  7/  Went  up  as  far  as  Mrs.  Baker  to  see  Sam  found 
him  a bed  Got  home  at  10  Cold  Abner  Hobs  broke  up 
merchant  business 
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Friday  26  at  8 morn  Ben  went  np  with  the  horsecart 
to  Mr.  Coffins  Cloudy  at  noon  went  np  to  Bakers  Stor- 
my afternoon  Uncle  Isaac  here  rounding  and  sav- 
ing hubs  till  noon  then  went  down  to  Mrs.  Herricks 
worked  all  the  afternoon  boy  digging  potatoes  Mr.  Cresy 
unwell  with  his  Eye  posted  day  book  at  dusk  Ben 
went  up  and  got  horsecart  down  to  the  yards  till  10% 

Sat  27  paid  David  Dodge  $7  Settled  with  Abner  Coffin  fin- 
ished chaise  rainy  this  morn  Dan  and  Ben  to  work  in 
the  shop  turning  hubs,  etc.  finish  letter  to  Uncle  Jacob 
Give  it  to  Uncle  Nicholas  Henery  Cresy  had  the  horse 
Sickly  in  Salem  and  the  lower  part  of  Beverly  recd  to- 
bacco and  a cask  of  sperm  oil  61%  gall  at  $65  $39,911/2 

sent  back  cast  /10  nails  to  Will  Deans  Hubbard  brot  the 
oil  and  carryd  nails  over  Sir  Got  homk  with  Mr  Dow  in 
the  10  oclock  stage  at  10%  they  sat  away  from1  union 
Wednesday  eve 

Sun  28  Meeting  all  day  that  came  unexpectedly  by  Mr.  Dow 
a ransom  for  all 

Mon  29  posting  book  forenoon  after  went  to  Salem 
bot  $227.11  of  B Hathorne  of  coating  and  cloths  Cloudy 
after  noon  Samuel  Baker  has  given  his  list  to  the  se- 
lectmen and  has  not  carryd  out  by  $4.50  when  there  has 
been  done  for  us  10.50  in  work  on  the  highway  sickley 
in  the  lower  part  of  this  town  in  Salem  and  Danvers 
Ezra  Raymond  buried  today  AE  20  one  of  my  school- 
mates Sir  went  up  to  Mr.  Dows'  forenoon  Cost  him  64 
dollars  this  journey  True  was  the  mans  name  that  was 
ordained  Got  $225  worth  at  4 months  Cr  at  B 
Hathorne  had  4 bbls  of  Cyder  by  Abram  Dodge 

Tues  Sir  went  up  to  see  Mr.  Baker  rainy  last  night  Sir  got 
home  from  Mr.  Bakers  at  noon  Could  get  no  satisfaction 
from  him  Mr.  Bormon  was  there  he  told  Mr.  Bormon 
he  was  a liar  Mr.  Bormon  Mr.  Friend  and  Sir  here 
talked  concerning  the  business  Cloudy  stormy  opened 
the  English  goods  and  marked  them  drained  10  gall 
Sperm  oil  bad  cold  some  headache 

Wed  Oct.  1,  1806  rainy  last  eve  and  continued  stormy  Cloudy 
till  noon  posting  books  Uncle  Nat  Whippel  lost  a child 
3 months  old  buried  day  before  yesterday  had  the  Eng- 
lish goods  at  Hathornes  at  4 months  Cr  the  com- 
mittee met  at  Mrs.  Bakers  to  see  how  much  land  and  how 
much  wall  there  must  be  built  Sir  went  up  and  was  gone 
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till  night  Maam  Polly  took  chaise  and  went  np  to  see 
widow  Asy  Rix  Dodges  wife  Mr.  Cyrus  Wood  paid  $22 
in  cash  took  a note  of  hand  of  him  against  0 Trask  and 
J Quiner  at  9 eve  a very  high  w7ind  was  experienced 
no  rain  but  there  appeared  to  be  a heavey  cloud  in  the 
west  manure  and  work  on  land  $20.00 

Thursday  2 in  the  morning  paid  the  town  tax  paid 
the  balance  due  Averel  also  lent  him  $50  fine  breeze 
from  westward  and  pleasant  mowing  2d  crop  and  they 
have  opened  stalks  posting  book  Choate  got  home  from 
Martinique  Got  just  the  cost  of  the  shoes  del  out  Cook 
more  Goods  he  promised  he  would  pay  in  60  days  up  to 
Mr.  Thustins  Betsy  sooner  locked  me  in  we  had  fun 
Got  home  10  *4 

Friday  3 posting  picked  out  rotten  apples  Daniels  Ben  dig- 
ging potatoes  they  also  got  in  stalks  pleasant  fine  air 
Daniels  talked  of  goods  Joseph  Seers  and  his  wife  up 
here  at  8J/2  rec  a letter  from  Nancy  Wrote  letter 
this  eve  to  her  Mr.  Wyman  tarry d over  night  with  us 

Sat  4 in  the  store  I have  some  reason  to  think  that  some 
person  has  taken  money  from  the  drawer  Quite  bluster  in 
but  warm  Dan  Ben  finished  digging  potatoes  at  9 Daniels 
sent  home  his  tools  and  I put  up  goods  for  him  recd  axes 
by  Mr.  Wyman  from  Ben  Sir  and  Maam  up  to  Hamilton 
all  day  Eben  Porter  here  a few  minutes  Barnet  Wood- 
berry  very  sick  Andrew  Woodberrys  father  sent  up  $10 
to  Nancy  Mr.  Wyman  went  home 

Sun  5 Ser(mon)  by  Mr.  Dow  there  is  but  a step  between  me 
and  death  Funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of  Asy  Rix 
Dodge  Singing  to  Mr.  Cresys  in  the  eve  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Seers  there 

Mon  6 Went  to  Salem  at  Seven  called  at  Nat  Putnams 
and  took  pay  from  the  store  for  6 wine  sives  rec  38  cts 
of  Smith  Got  $28  from  Lawyer  Putnams  Salem  that 
came  from  Wintworth  Saw  Abyjah  Wilkins  Got  50  of 
goods  at  Dows  yellow  ocre  pleasant  pretty  sickly  in 
Salem  Got  home  at  6 eve  over  to  Mr.  Cresys  Sir  up  to  the 
school  meeting  went  as  far  as  Mrs.  Bakers  with  him  Mr. 
Thurstin  left  Mr.  Bakers  acct  for  work  on  the  highways 

Tues  7 opened  the  goods  I got  yesterday  Sir  went  up  al- 
long  in  the  eve  returned  at  8%  Mr.  Bormon  Mr.  Friend 
lookd  of  the  bill  of  the  highways  rendered  in  by  Bakers 
to  the  selectmen  Sir  picked  cherrys  Daniels  went  home 
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last  Saturday  3 /i  after  and  returned  Sunday  Sol  Cleaves 
left  $5  here  Dan  payd  the  Gutters  to  store  did  some- 
thing to  the  house  pantry  turned  hubs  also  boiled  IO/2 
galls  of  oil  yesterday  Barnet  Woodberry  died  last  night 
8 oclock  Mr.  Andrew  Woodberrys  father  Sirs  uncle 
Virginia  corn  we  bought  70  cts  Connecticut  corn  80 
cts  We  had  6 bbls  of  cyder  made  of  the  fruit  that  came 
from  our  trees  Dan  Ben  emptied  it  this  eve 

Wed  8 Mr.  Kimball  ordained  at  Ipswich  this  day  large  num- 
ber gone  by  here  Wilkins  took  6 bags  corn  that  was  left 
here  by  Mr.  Horn  last  eve  Sir  went  up  to  Andrew  Wood- 
berrys he  went  down  in  town  Jacob  Edwards  brot  4 
bbls  paid  him  cash  15/  Abram  Dodge  called  here  and  I 
paid  him  12.50  that  is  5 bbls  at  15/  Mr.  John  Kimball 
took  up  his  note  $11.63  Mr.  Kimball  wished  me  to  in 
form  ny  father  that  there  was  nothing  on  our  side  no- 
thing wrong  but  that  he  liked  us  much  he  observed  that 
Mr.  John  Batchelders  wife  had  observed  to  him  that  they 
had  a very  steady  man  there  Meaning  Mr.  Aver  ell  I am 
sorry  as  I think  Mrs.  Batchelder  does  not  take  it  kind  in 
us  Mr.  A Dodge  observed  he  had  no  other  Demand 
against  us  writ  letters  Sir  Maam  went  up  to  Barnet 
Woodberrys  funeral  Mr.  Towns  brought  nails  from  Dan- 
vers from  Putnams  Dan  Ben  turned  hub  forenoon  after 
Dan  painted  foreside  of  the  new  end  paid  for  Cyder  to- 
day 22Y2  dollars 

Thurs  9 In  the  store  writing  put  up  string  shelves  on  the 
end  of  the  English  good  side  for  waincoating  had  the 
singers  this  eve  had  but  very  few  girls  talked  with  Abner 
Dodge  and  another  fellow  out  in  the  field  Mr.  Cresy 
observed  he  should  select  a number  of  tunes  for  the 
singer  agreed  that  next  Monday  night  be  the  furst  of 
meeting  wrote  letters  for  debt  sung  till  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Seer  to  Salem  Daniels  painted  corner  to  the  store  board 
white 

Friday  10  cool  morning  went  to  Salem  at  7 purchased  $60 
hardware  and  20  english  Got  cyder  bbls  rebeccah  Deans 
had  them  brot  over  to  the  store  business  pretty  dull  in 
Salem  Got  % cwt  white  lead  Chases  Hannah  Woodberry 
here  tailoring  had  suit  3 yds  $9.00 
trimming  tailoring  cutting  $2.00 

waiscoat  chord  making  tailoring  cutting  2.50 

pantaloons  4.00 
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had  2 load  of  seaweed  come  cost  10/6  pr  load  here  Mr 
Wyman  down  just  after  I sat  out  for  Salem  a long  letter 
from  Nancy  some  of  the  family  broke  it  open  and  read 
it  through  mistake  Dan  painted  yesterday  corner  boards 
to  the  new  part  of  the  store*  today  of  the  barn  painted 
them  white  had  2 load  of  seaweed  hauled  up  Ben  to 
work  upon  wheels  Cyder  worth  15/  hay  $23  opened  Eng- 
lish hardware  or  part  went  up  to  get  paper 

Sat.  11  Ben  Patch  brot  4 bbls  of  Cyder  at  15/  Ben  made  3 
drawers  and  put  up  the  same  English  good  side  one  di- 
rectly over  the  other  at  1 oelock  had  news  the  body  of  Asy 
Rix  Rodge  was  found  at  11  ociock  between  Chebacco 
bridge  3 miles  Ezra  Conant  rode  down  in  town  after  a 
crowner  found  him  sick  then  up  to  Mr.  Fairfield  Wenham 
Mr.  Fairfield  thought  he  was  not  required  then  he  come 
back  here  and  Mr.  Daniels  and  Mr.  Smith  went  up  to  Maj. 
Trask  where  they  all  declined  going  it  is  said  he  was  found 
face  downwards  Mr.  Daniels  settled  with  us  at  3 ociock 
after  past  receipts  he  observed  there  was  nothing  what 
we  had  said  or  done  since  he  had  lived  here  which  is  about 
6 years  Bens  sister  here  opend  marked  and  placed  the 
remaining  hardware  paid  Daniels  $30  in  cash  Daniels 
give  us  note  of  $26 

Sun  12  Went  to  meeting  Ser(mon)  by  Doc  Cutler  Romans 
2 :4  on  despisest  then  the  riches  of  his  Goodness,  etc.  The 
crorner  Doc  Whitteny  Daniels  and  Mr.  Smith  sat  of  at 
or  before  sunrise  Met  Capl  Dodge  and  others  on  the 
other  side  of  Chebacco  bridge  When  Mr.  Dodge  and 
others  had  got  down  there  where  they  found  him  they 
did  not  any  one  know  him  they  cut  out  the  mark  on 
the  shirt  washed  it  and  there  found  his  name  his  hare 
was  off  and  he  looked  black  They’  had  no  coroner  He 
was  wrapd  up  in  a tard  sheet  put  in  hi£  coffin  there  and 
brot  up  to  his  fathers  this  day  Mr.  Asy  Dodge  sick  this 
day  with  a fever  he  saw  his  son  but  did  not  know  him 
Mr.  Dow  preached  at  Hamilton  He  was  at  the  funerall 
I went  up  with  others  very  warm  about  4 large  number 
of  people  there  Dan  went  home  at  3 ociock  after 

Mon  13  Stormy  rainy  forenoon  put  up  the  remaining  box 
Went  to  Salem  afternoon  for  Dodge  Ephraim  and  Aaron 
Patch  to  get  their  pantaloons  and  waiscoats  They  gave 
there  notes  this  eve  for  the  same  Dodgq  $20  Patch  8 
blusterin  sickly  in  Salem  Sir  went  up  to  the  school- 
meeting this  eve 
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Tues.  14  In  the  store  went  over  Got  1 bbl  French  brandy 
put  up  shelf  from  side  of  the  store  to  the 
other  for  hats  brushed  them  sold  4 bbls  of  Mrs.  Deans 
Doc  Kittredge  young  Daniel  Woodberry  sick  Went  up 
street  called  at  Averells  he  talks  moving  Johonnots  shop 

Wed  15  Went  all  day  horseback  dunning  Daniels  and  his 
Wife  was  down  here  as  far  as  doctor  Kittjr edges  they 
staid  here  1 hour  Settled  with  Joshua  Smith  Ebenezer 
Trask  Jur  and  his  father  recd  7 dollars  of  his  father  and 
that  was  all  I did  receive  Ben  sat  out  for  home  at  4 
oclock  Went  down  in  town  forenoon  up  town  after- 
noon paid  for  1 bbl  of  tar  at  pages  John  Chapmans  left 
a pair  of  boots  here  Ezekiel  Dodge  tumd  reap  hook 
hand  Heard  today  that  John  Chapman  was  at  the  Gut 
and  was  not  run  up  as  far  as  schoolhouse  did  not  stop 
coming  home 

Thursday  16  Went  over  to  Salem  at  9 Got  home  at  2 paid 
$132  to  Sand  J.  Peabody  bot  1 french  hat  for  myself 
worth  $6.50  Doc  Kittredge  Daniel  Woodberry  Asy 
Dodge  very  sick  bot  6 lbs  candles  in  Salem  at  J Andrews 
bid  oft*  piece  white  flannel 

Friday  17  Got  up  about  day  fixed  for  Gloucester  Sat  away 
at  7 Got  home  at  8 company  in  the  store  this  eve  Called 
upon  David  Bennet  William  Haskel.  Moses  Lufkin  Got 
no  money  Mr.  J.  Low  and  all  sirs  friends  very  polite  very 
bad  road  Fanny  went  with  me  Lent  catridge  box  and  bay- 
onet sheath 

Sat  18  In  the  store  posting,  etc.  Sir  went  down  to  Andrew 
began  to  have  fire  in  the  store  the  13  October  pota- 
toes 2/  onions  6/  apples  6/  Cyder  16/  Cabbages 
4/  pr  dozen  Corn  southern  5/  rye  6/9  beans 
13/  Joseph  Andrews  here  Pierce  of  Gloucester  sent  over 
for  wine  and  candles  very  cold  felt  like  snow  paid 
receipts  with  Daniel  Bootman 

Sun  19  Went  to  meeting  singing  school  eve  stopd  to  Mrs. 
Thustins  coming  home  Betsey  D observed  she  had  had 
false  stories  propagated 

Mon  20  Went  to  Salem  bot  3 pieces  of  broud  cloths  and  other 
English  goods  twist  2 ctsi  pr  stick  at  Dows  Daniel  Wood- 
berry Asy  Dodge  very  sick  O what  warning  Ben  got  here 
this  eve  Generali  training  Ipswich  pleasant  went  up  to 
the  Coll  to  carry  hog  at  9 had  1 pr  black  velvet  panta- 
loons $4.00  harvesting  Mr.  Wallis  Brown  Standley  young 
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J Baker  Sands  Uncle  I Kimball  here  observed  he  had  a 
young  child  dead  in  his  house  Got  1 pack  white  flannel 
at  auction  Mr.  Batchelder  trying  to  get  some  person 
to  keep  his  store  Money  scarce  Tod  Abner  over 

Tues  21  Heard  that  Mr.  Asy  was  just  going  to  the  eternal 
world  put  out  cloths  Mr.  Wyman  here  brot  letter  for 
Sis  Carry  Col  Ladder  home  Mr  Sand  heaving  over 
muk  at  7 went  over  to  Sam  Woodberry  to  enquire  how 
much  money  he  paid  Mr.  Webber  answer  $37  Thence 

1 returned  home  thence  down  to  Cons.  Hoveys  Got  the 
papers  thence  to  Deans  got  Date  altered  thence  down 
to  Dennis  house  Thence  back  Francis  Lamsons  Jur 
where  I found  Dennis  and  told  him  my  business  Thence 
called  at  Mr.  Woodberrys  Got  sashes  and  then  home 
Sir  maam  went  up  to  funerall  I got  home  from  town  at 
8i/2  Writ  part  of  a letter  to  Nancy 

Wednesday  put  in  sashes  into  windows  at  ten  went  over 
to  Salem  got  more  silk  handkerchief  pd.  23  hardware  6/ 
coffee  cotton  which  I had  60  days  before  training  there 
Daniel  Woodberry  the  same  Mrs.  Porter  Ben  Sam  Polly 
husking  corn  Sir1  Maam  went  up  to  see  Daniels  got  home 
from  Salem  at  2 Sir  and  Maam  went  up  to  Mr.  Dodges 
funeral  which  was  this  afternoon  Heard  nothing  from 
Mr.  Webber  Mr  Asy  Edwards  had  a child  fell  into  the 
fire  burnt  almost  to  death  the*  child  cannot  live 

Thursday  23  posting  forenoon  took  away  husks  in  morning 
cool  Ezra  Dodges  wife  sick  William  Gootridge  sick 
Daniels  no  better  got  up  to  the  meeting  house  1/  noon 
after  dismisd  51/  Capt  Dodge  did  tolerably  well  had 

2 rounds  of  catridges  Went  up  to  Polly  Herricks  staid 
till  10 *4  had  an  agreable  eve  Exercised  with  songs 

Friday  24  took  away  stalks  cloudy  Mr.  Wood  come  with  2 
shoats  and  a load  of  potatoes  Sir  maam  went  to  Salem 
forenoon  Uncle  Brown  come  down  with  Mr.  Moulton  and 
his  wife  with  cart  cattle  ho'rses  Adam  come  down  with 
him  They  went  down  in  town  to  sell  their  load  sold  it 
not  all  by  2 firkins  of  butter  and  cheese  Went  up  as  far 
as  Averells  with  Adam 

Saturday  25  Uncle  went  to  Salem  sold  his  butter  and  all 
but  2 cheeses  we1  took  them  had  as  much  business  as  we 
could  do  put.  on  Fletcheson  child  bot  100  lbs  cheese 
today  sold  cotton  shets  to  Uncle  Mr.  Wyman  down  paid 
Whitredge  $10  he  observed  that  Putnam  had  no  demand 
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on  ns  for  much  Averells  time  out  last  Sunday  I under- 
stand Stephen  Hammon  is  to  keep  the  store  of  Mr.  Batch- 
elder  we  had  a robin  last  spring  he  died  today 
Sunday  26  Went  to  meeting  Funerall  sermon  on  the  death  of 
Mr.  Asy  Dodge  Singing  school  practiced  anthem  pleasant 
Mon  27  in  the  store  hot  1%  doz  of  half  bushel  nest  of 
measures  Uncle  Brown  called  upon  Mr.  Sheldon  could 
not  get  his  money  Went  up  got  no  paper  Called  Aunt 
Thustins 

Tues  28  Got  up  at  V/2  morn  traveled  to  Wm.  Cleaves  Maj 
Trasks  Ben  Trows  Capt  Dodges  Ser.  Dodge  got  up  to  the 
north  meeting  house  a 7.24  called  roll  at  7%  at  8Y2  sat 
out  for  down  in  town  arrived  at  9*/?  pleasant  Felt  very 
much  fatigues  when  I returned  home  which  was  at  5% 
eve  Sir  took  in  1 dozen  eoller  had  load  of  spokes  come 
from  New  Salem  at  6%  uncle  Brown  here  yet  Officers 
Col  Coleby  1 maj  Johnathan  Lovet  2 maj  John  Trask 
adjudant  Eben  Trask  Jur  Capt  Levi  Dodge  Captain 
Johnathan  Dodge  Will  Cleaves  Rufus  Putnam  Wm 
Elliot  sergeants 

Wed  29  felt  stif  at  10  sat  out  for  Salem  paid  Putnam  for 
5m/20d  nails  went  over  to  Johnathan  Shillaber  Got  $20 
shoes  dind  there  thence  to  Salem  bot  yarn  Carryd  Gun 
Aunt  Perkins  down  here  Polly  singing  school  went  come 
back  at  8 to  Mrs.  Bs  thence  back  round  the  square  John 
and  myself  had  Foibled  Got  home  at  10%  pleasant  eve 
Mr.  Averels  cellar  was  digging  in  to  Aunt  Thustins 
Betsy  Dower  went  to  Salem  to  live 
Thursday  30  Got  up  at  day  Sir  Maam  prepared  for  Newbur  y - 
port  looked  so  much  like  Dull  weather  they  did  not  go 
at  8 began  a calm  but  thick  snow  attended  with 
little  or  no  wind  snowed  all  day 
Friday  31  Went  to  Salem  bot  new  rum  molasses  2 dozen 
pails  cart  and  waggon  boxes  the  last  mentioned  had  of 
Lewis  Cloudy  and  snow  all  melted  and  muddy  Aunt 
Perkins  went  from  here  today  Uncle  Brown  went 
home  today  Cool  went  to  Salem  at  9 returned  51/? 
news  of  peace  and  then  of  war 
Sat.  Nov.  1 had  the  new  rum  and  molasses  over  today  Mr. 
Wyman  along  had  letter  from  Nancy  had  shoes  from 
Conant  settled  with  him  bot  10  6 gafl  kegs 
Sun  2 Ser(mon)  by  Mr.  Huntington  Mr.  Cresy  unwell  with 
cough  pleasant  3 papers  posted  about  the  meeting  house 
Samuel  Putnam  candidate  up  to  singing  school 
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Monday  3 In  the  store  pleasant  contemplated  on  going  to 
Bradford  J Usher  down  here  at  7 Vi  at  which  time  we 
went  up  to  Mr.  Josiah  Trasks  where  we  found  large  and 
small  dancing,  etc.  numbers  were  there  Joh  and  I con- 
versed on  General  training  day  Especially  in  the  morn- 
ing our  exercise  continued  till  V/2  morn 

Wednesday  night  5 Oct.  dreams  trouble  of  the  mind  and 
sad  disquietude  were  the  subject  that  attended  me 
throug  the  night  sometimes  I contemplated  myself  in  one 
place  sometimes  in  another  God  of  the  Heavens  and  earth 
Grant  that  all  these  things  may  more  and  more  fit  me  for 
the  unexhaustible  source  of  happiness  which  is  no  where 
else  to  be  found  save  in  the  heavenly  mansions  of  eternal 
peace 

Thursday  6 Got  up  between  day  and  sunrise  I knew  not 
what  to  say  with  regard  to  having  the  girl  to  live  so  I 
kept  silent  only  observing  I would  write  whatever  he 
wished  Mr.  Wyman  here  at  9 Sir  Maarn  sat  out  for 
Newbury  at  8 Cloudy  Cold  posted  books,  etc.  went  up 
after  papers  Averel  told  me  John  Sheldon  was  to  keep 
store  some  rain  this  night  John  Edwards  David  Love- 
joy  settled  paid 

Friday  7 Mr.  Smith  fixing  mowing  he  gave  me  new  note 
Cloudy  sat  in  rainy  about  noon  Sir  Maam  got  home  from 
Newburyport  at  6 lost  a keg  with  2 gall  port  wine  in  it 
at  2 oclock  heard  that  John  Trask  was  dead  son  of  Os- 
mon  Trask  Mr.  Amos  Towns  had  an  apoplex  fit  Got 
home  to  his  house  today  Crowningshield  is  chosen  at 
IV/2  this  eve  quite  a thunder  shower  red  the  Federal 
Gazette  mor  blame  he  told  me  he  observed  that  I put 
down  the  sum  of  Mr.  Caldwells  notes  that  he  carried  to 
Newbury 

Sat  8 Fixed  place  over  top  of  the  draw  to  desk  for  Journal 
in  our  conversation  Wednesday  5 he  wished  me  to  look 
at  my  letter  I observed  to,  him  that  I thought  I could 
tell  where  I was  every  Sunday  night  at  8 this  morn  he 
sat  out  for  Salem  in  order  to  purchase  Iron  pleasant 
posted  some  last  eve 

Sun  9 Ser(mon)  by  Mr.  Dow  I came  to  seek  and  to  save  that 
which  was  lost  in  to  Mr.  Cresys  % of  an  hour 

Mon  10  at  6J/2  got  up  went  to  Wenham  to  see  Hale  saw 
him  Capt  Blanchard  said  he  would  see  me  satisfied 
thence  home  and  went  to  Salem  at  ten  I saw  Hubbard 
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feebens  officer  and  Hammon  at  Low  and  Gootridges  I 
told  hammond  I would  see  him  satisfied  Low  and  Goot- 
ridge  said  they  would  satisfy  in  goods  hot  Groceries  had 
one  load  of  coarse  salt  hald  from  long  warf  Salem  by 
Hubbard  hot  3 bags  fine  salt  1 bag  coffee  baize,  etc. 
Osmon  Trasks  John  died  about  one  month  ago  heard 
tonight  that  William  Pinder  died  this  day  at  one  oelock 
Jeremi  and  Oliver  Cole  here  building  wall  today 
Tuesday  11  Nov.  in  the  store  business  brisk  today  Sir  went 
up  street  John  Herric  here  live  had  6 fowls  at  1/9 
Wed  12  at  10  went  to  Salem  purchased  hard  ware,  etc.  rainy 
cloudy  and  I thought  there  appeared  to  be  something  in 
the  air  that  was  disagreeable  Mrs.  Traviss  very  unwell 
Bens  brother  here  brot  home  13  lbs  2 oz  indigo  at  12/9 
had  it  of  Low  and  Gootridge  Capt  West  affair  between 
him  and  his  wife  come  on  yesterday  I was  in  the  court 
house  at  1 Sir  went  over  in  hack  others  went  over  Mr. 
Chipman  Siam  Dodge  Caldwell  none  but  Mr.  Dodge  were 
called  on  to  the  stand  they  have  got  to  go  tomorrow 
Thurs  13  in  the  store  Sir  went  away  to  Salem  at  8J/2  Nancy 
rode  as  far  as  Nabby  Wards  Derbys  and  West  hacks 
over  here  after  Witnesses  Mr.  Batchelder  Sir  Molly 
Raimond  Molly  Harris  Mr.  Caldwell  Mrs.  Shaw  Mrs. 
Standley  Mir.  Chipman  Wyman  Shelden  and  wife 
Sir  observes  that  Mr.  Daniel  Woodberry  and  wife 
were  the  most  stainable  characters  there  were  there 
the  Courthouse  was  full  pleasant  Bens  brother  went 
home  Nancy  had  a letter  from  Miss  French  Boston  by 
the  hands  of  Capt.  Alkins  Sir  and  Nancy  got  home  at 
5 Sir  does  not  know  how  he  shall  get  hold  of  Asy  Rix 
Dodge  property  to  satisfy  his  demand  he  is  indebted 
$60.00  the  Coles  is  to  accomplish  the  wall  by  the  road 
from  Mr.  Tarvells  garden  to  our  gate  at  the  work  shop 
for  $1.00  pr.  rod  Capt.  Kimball  gave  his  note  for  the 
balance  paid  Zecheriah  Woodberry  for  the  butter  $11.00 
let  Ben  have  $5.00  had  2 bandanahs  $2.00  The  char- 
acters of  the  witnesses  that  Gave  testimony  against 
Capt.  West  were  the  most  notorious  of  the  human  race 
Friday  14  Went  over  to  Mr.  Ben  Woodberrys  settled  with 
him  business  brisk  at  the  eve  went  up  to  Mr.  Dows  with 
Nancy  conversed  going  and  returning  religion  Called 
at  Mr.  Wymans  to  settle  but  he  declined  got  home  at 
10 *4  Fanny  come  home  from  Newburyport 
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Sat  15  Sir  went  np  to  Wenham  forenoon  Cloudy  fix  win- 
dows to  store  by  putting  on  sliders  Mrs.  Francis  verry 
sick  Arons  wife  placing  hardware  at  10  forenoon  storm 
come  on  Cold  Cleaned  windows 
Sun,  16  Went  to  Meeting  Cold  and  Stormy  all  day  30  per- 
sons to  meeting  forenoon  excellent  Sermon  by  Mr.  Dow 
Hosea  2 :1  at  eve  at  home  reading 
Mon  17  Nov.  1806  Stormy  rainy  put  up  things  to  window 
Nancy  is  more  cheerful  and  gay  John  Shelden  got  into 
Mr.  Batch  elders  last  Saturday  eve  he  is  to  pay  him  for 
rent  $100  Mr  Averel  one  week  agone  moved  into  Mr. 
Joseph  Raymond  House  paid  Edward  Hammond  last 
Saturday  Eve  $30  Sir  purchased  iron  at  Danverse 
Tues  18  Went  to  Salem  pd  dow  $24  Got  170$  of  English  at 
Hathornes  Cold  very  muddy  put  up  lamp  this  eve  in 
the  store  it  worked  very  well  went  up  along  John  had 
got  into  his  store  staid  there  talking  till  10 Zi  Cleared 
off  this  eve 

Wednesday  19  Opened  goods  pleasant  Isaac  Smith  took 
away  his  wheels  had  load  seaweed  writ  letter  to  Mrs. 
Walker 

Thurs  20  In  the  store  took  in  Cheese  Singing  school  Mrs.  B 
cannot  look  on  us  in  the  same  light  she  did  before  we 
opened  store  very  sociable  whils  I was  in  Silisblys 
Anthem  went  tolerably  well  Got  home  $Zi 
Friday  21  Josiah  Patch  down  sold  $40  worth  to  him  James 
Prince  here  making  wall  Richatrd  Lovrin  here  with 
hats  snowy  air  hot  Apples  Zl  bushel  3/  shut  up  at  10 
Sat  22  Very  little  marketing  in  Beverly  quite  full  in  Sa- 
lem did  considerable  James  Prince  making  wall  The 
map  of  the  united  states  come  to  day  price  $10  had  it 
for  $9  Joseph  Chipmans  wife  quite  unwell 
Sun  23  Ser(mon)  by  Doc  Cutler  the  peter  3:12  Singing 
school  Went  over  to  Mr.  Dows  to  see  Maj.  Nights  and 
wife  went  to  school  about  7%  Sir  maam  up  to  Mr.  Chip- 
mans  this  eve 

Mon  24  Went  to  Salem  hot  Glass  yarn,  etc  Saw  Bill  Web- 
ber and  Spaulding  called  at  Dennis  pleasant  muddy 
Got  home  2 Sir  went  down  meeting  to  choose  committee 
store  open  till  10%  weighing  things  for  the  morrows  use 
shut  up  10% 

Tues  25  business  brisk  today  afternoon  Bill  Webber  Jur 
and  Mr.  Spaulding  up  here  to  get  sir  to  compromise  as 
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the  officer  had  taken  their  father  on  our  behalf  Spauld- 
ing rendered  in  an  account  of  $25  which  we  found  cred- 
ited for  on  our  ledger  X Sir  olfered  to  give  Mr.  Webber 
$6  or  $7  if  he  would  pay  him  and  cost  they  were  not 
satisfyed  but  returned  at  4 at  6 Mr.  Webber  Ser  came 
up  Sir  did  not  make  any  contract  with  him  so  the  bus- 
iness stands  as  the  officer  left  it  at  eve  I went  to  Sa- 
lem Got  60  lbs  raisins  pimento  cassia  nutmegs  and 
cloves  Got  home  at  10  weighing  things  till  11% 

Nov  26  Wed.  Mr.  James  Trow  paid  up  the  stores  that  I got 
last  night  are  not  1/3  part  sold  we  bot  cheese  at  8 
sold  at  8 cts  Singing  school  this  eve  went  over  to  Mr. 
Dows  to  invite  them  down  tomorrow  they  declined  com- 
ing went  in  to  Mr.  Batchelders  to  see  about  wood  for  the 
school  very  sociable  Ben  went  away  at  4 we  had  a new 
pork  bbl  Mrs.  Chipman  very  unwell 

Nov  27  Thurs  Cloudy  went  up  to  the  house  at  10  Sung  Sel- 
by s Anthem  and  Easter  Anthem  Attleborough  De- 
light will  be  blessed  very  good  sermon  from  the  cheer- 
ful and  humble  given  Mr.  Dow  and  wife  were  to  sup 
here  but  she  being  unwell  and  her  child  they  did  not 
come  down  After  supper  Nancy  and  I went  up  to 
Wenham  Staid  at  Uncle  P some  time  I went  up  and  ear- 
ryd  Capt  Kimballs  wife  home  Got  home  at  6 Then  we 
went  up  to  Betsy  Pousland1  past  a pretty  aggreable  Ev- 
ening Cleaves  Woodbury  Hammond  Chapman  went 
over  to  Bob  Bakers  with  3 Got  home  at  10% 

Friday  28  in  the  store  forenoon  putting  in  order  things  at 
2 went  up  to  the  Shooting  Doc  Kittredge  killed  5 turkeys 
and  3 fowls  b|y  firing  10  times  Come  home  at  4 at  7 
went  up  to  John  Sheldens  and  Mrs.  Bakers  they  were 
quite  numerous  and  considerable  noise  at  9 Trask  John 
Shelden  Macolister  and  myself  thought  we  would  have  a 
ride  as  far  as  Wenham  accordingly  we  sat  out  from 
Capt.  J Moultens  at  9%  found  Caleb  Kimball  and 
others  there  Chapman  we  took  up  on  the  way  we  had  a 
room  alone  supd  at  11  Excellent  supper  * 64  cts  ar- 
rived at  our  respective  homes  at  IV2  morn  misty  had  a 
pr  shoes  $1.58 

Sat  29  In  the  store  forenoon  after  went  up  Dodges  roe  to 
settle  old  accts  Settled  one  only  misty  some  firing  up 
to  Mrs.  Bakers  Aunt  Rachel  Cousin  Betsy  here  paid  Mr. 
Moulten  2/3  chaise 
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Sun  30  Went  to  meeting  rainy  sacrament  day  Rufus  Put- 
nam and  wife  and  John  Cresys  wife  taken  into  the 
church  text  in  Luke  and  in  phillipians  over  to  Mr. 
Cresys  1 hour  all  the  Fisherman  in 
Monday  1 December  in  the  store  posting  Sir  went  on  with 
the  committee  from  Gapt.  Levi  Dodges  up  dodges  roe  as 
far  as  Beverly  line  Prince  Conant  building  wall  Stand- 
ley  and  Sands  digging  up  soil  by  the  Garden  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Chipman  died  this  morn  at  10  oclock  borrowed 
$50  last  Eve  of  Abram  Caldwell  Ben  returned  this  eve 
Tues  2 Went  to  Salem  at  8 Cloudy  froze  hard  last  eve  put 
Smiths  and  Bennets  notes  at  the  lawyers  office  paid 
Andres  126  bot  116  of  Dow,  etc.  settled  with  Nathan 
Knights  people  to  work  upon  wTall 
Wednesday  3 In  the  store  opening  English  goods  Cap  Wood- 
berry  3 other  persons  building  wall  from  our  house  to 
the  Colonels  Prince  Conant  finished  their  piece  which 
began  opposite  Col  Francis  and  continued  to  the  work 
shop  15  rods,  polly  stringing  up  candles  Snow  storm 
come  on  at  3 at  10'  in  the  eve  come  on  rainy  heavy  wind 
Andrew  Elliots  horse  went  away  with  chaise  from  the 
store  with  no  person  in  the  chaise 
Thurs  4 Got  up  at  V/2  raind  and  blowd  hard  found  that 
the  storm  was  tedious  it  had  filled  a number  of  the  hats 
part  full  of  water  and  wet  the  yarns  Storm  subsided 
at  10  forenoon  sun  come  out  and  pleasant  posted  book 
Mrs.  Chipman  interred  in  the  Tomb  at  6 sat  out  for 
the  school  meeting  when  the  thru  nom  Mr.  Batchelder 
as  moderator  myself  as  Clerk  we  then  proceeded  to  busi- 
ness Got  home  9J4 

Friday  5 Capt  Woodberry  and  men  building  wall  Sir  Supt 
up  to  Mrs.  Bakers  Joseph  Friend  here  in  the  eve  I 
carryd  salt  out  of  the  store  for  him  Mr.  Edwards  had 
bread  weighed  writ  off  the  rules  of  the  Society  Sold  1 
pr  wheels  took  our  money  moved  hat  shelf  Irond  hats 
Sat  6 Sir  in  the  morning  went  up  to  Mrs.  Bakers  to  converse 
with  courts  committee  Capt.  Woodberry  and  men  to 
work  James  P.  Conant  finished  their  string 
Sun  7 Ser(mon)  by  Mr.  Kimball  at  home  in  the  eve  Stormy 
very  cold  night 

Mon  8 run  walls  Sir  went  up  to  Topsfield  to  one  of  the  towns 
committee  Mr.  Hammond  and  another  man  down  this 
eve  and  offerd  to  sell  a horse  Caleb  Kimball  down  and 
had  Eng  Goods  pd  Robart  Rantoul  for1  Ya  cwt  Whiting 
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Tues  9 at  41/  morn  got  np  and  got  water  on  to  kill  pork 
at  8 went  to  Salem  bot  hardware  molasses  paid  Andrews 
40  Will  Dean  52  Mr.  Edwards  killed  his  pork  with  ours 
Saw  Nathan  Smith  and  he  was  satisfied  with  my  pro- 
ceedings with  him  only  he  thought  I was  rather  too 
close  told  him  I had  done  no  more  than  what  I observed 
I should  Called  at  the  postoffice  and  had  a letter  from 
Bennet  but  it  was  too  late  a, si  I put  it  from  me  last  week 
or  before  Engaged  a load  of  coarse  fine  salt  Mr  Sam 
Dodge  helped  kill  pork  Capt.  Woodberry  finished  his 
wall  Saturday  night  James  Prince  and  Conant  to  work 
Wed  10  David  Bennet  and  Cap  Lee  Manchester  up  here  he 
had  but  little  he  wished  to  pay  us  I told  him  Mr.  P 
Salem  had  got  his  note  They  went  to  Salem  at  9 
Snowed  at  9 at  10  thawy  and  rainy  through  the  Day 
opening  hard  ware  little  Flight  of  Snow  at  7 Eve 
Phineas  Hovey  here  cut  pork  and  salted  it. 

Thurs  11  finished  opening  hardware  Sir  went  down  to  Mr. 
Nat  Porter  a to  look  of  his  ox  thence  up  to  the  late  dwell- 
ing house  of  Asy  Dodge  to  the  vendue  Went  up  to 
Singing  school 

Fri  12  at  6 morn  the  storm  commenced  at  9 I went  to  Salem 
on  horseback  at  Salem  bot  gin  brandy  rum  of  Joseph 
Andrews  at  12  and  so  continues  a northeast  snowstorm 
Got  home  at  4 Mr.  Sam  Dodge  and  Mr.  Tarbell  killed 
ox  with  men  Got  done  at  4!/  paid  Mr  Tarbell  2 lbs 
candles  hides  worth  pr  cwt  27/  At  ten  Snow  6 inches 
Deep  on  a level 

Sat  13  John  Batchelder  Jur  father  quite  sick  had  hhd 
rum  pipe  Gin  brandy  brot  over  by  Hubbard  hhd  of 
molasses  of  brooks  Mr  Cresy  in  here  eve  observed  In- 
galls was  to  come  up  to  the  school  this  eve  Settled  with 
Johnathan  Dodge  had  a cask  of  nails  brot  over  from 
Will  Deans  went  up  to  school  at  7 staid  till  9*/2  thence 
come  down  to  Oresys  where  we  sang  till  12 
Sun  Went  to  Meeting  Mr.  Dow  preached  at  6 Sir  myself  in 
the  house  with  family  conversed  little  at  6%  went  up 
to  the  society  staid  till  7%  thence  went  to  Mr.  Shaws 
staid  till  8!/2  Glad  to  seen  me  Mr.  Cresy  and  Ingalls 
took  tea  here  Ingalls  sat  in  the  seats 
Monday  15  this  morn  pleasant  heard  that  Mr  John  Batchel- 
der was  dead  Nancy  takes  down  the  moving  part  of  the 
texts  I went  up  to  the  Training  at  1%  dismissed  at 
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4 at  6 sat  out  for  Wenham  with  Mr.  Cresy  Ingalls  Ba- 
ker John  Chapman  singing  not  in  the  superlative  degree 
Sat  out  for  home  at  1 morn  Mr  Tarble  killed  pork  had 
load  of  salt  brot  over  by  Hubbard  2 iron  squares  taken 
from  the  workshop 

Tues  16  Got  up  Yi  an  hour  before  sunrise  Coles  making  wall 
opposite  store  pleasant  at  9 Sir  went  to  Salem  at  2 he 
went  to  Mr.  Batchelders  funerall  had  a load  of  salt  brot 
over  by  Hubbard 

Wed  17  pleasant  Coles  building  wall  Mr.  Edwards  moving  his 
Sir  and  Thomas  Dodge  went  up  to  see  the  woodlot  had 
3 pr  shoes  of  Conant  William  Webber  and  John  Web- 
ber sons  of  William  Webber  Mr.  Dennis  come  up  this 
eve  and  thejy  give  us  a note  for  what  there  was  due  from 
their  father  by  giving  in  $6.00’  Singing  school  this  eve 
Mr.  Cresy  did  not  attend  I could  not  go  up  because  Maam 
had  Mrs.  Tarbel]  Mrs  Kittredg©  Doc  and  Mr  Trabell  Sir 
was  in  the  house  this  eve  Thomas  Dodge  down  here  help- 
ing sawing  and  turning  hubs  Coles  finished  their  wall 
made  $2  pr  day 

Thurs  18  Went  to  Salem  at  l/i  this  morn  Cry  of  fire  our 
engine  went  down  as  far  as  Eveleth  hot  $250  Eng  Ha- 
thrones  Got  home  21/4  noon  markets  quite  full  Nat  Por- 
ter settled  pd  Trow  $6  on  Osman  Trasks  acct  Sir 
went  up  to  Examining  the  school  Brown  store  on  long 
wharf  caught  fire  but  was  soon  extinguished 

Friday  19  in  the  store  opening  English  Goods  Thawy  wea- 
ther also  foggy  Went  up  toi  John  Bakers  Wenham  this 
morn  he  is  to  work  here  today  with  his  son  Mr.  Standley 
Thomas  Dodge  carting  muk  from  the  yard  after  I had 
shut  up  went  up  street  Got  home  at  10 

Sat  20  Got  up  pretty  early  put  out  cloths  Sir  went  down 
to  Capt.  Andersons  vessel  before  sunrise  number  here 
taking  up  old  foundation  to  wall,  etc.  Sir  at  home  to 
work  all  day 

Sun  21  Went  to  meeting  funerall  Ser(mon)  by  Mr.  Dow  on 
acct  of  Mr.  Batchelders  death  old  Mr.  Raymond  unwell 
Cool  in  the  eve  went  down  to  Mrs.  Meechums  staid  till 
8 

Monday  22  Got  up  at  daylight  began  snowing  at  7 morning 
thick  and  cloudy  snow  storm  no  more  at  3 fell  about  3 
inches  on  a level  Sir  went  up  street  with  sleigh  as  far 
as  Capt.  Whites  Sleighs  running  briskly 
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Tues.  23  at  8 Nancy  and  I sat  out  for  Salem  Cool  poor  doings 
with  sleigh  This  day  the  time  is  exhausted  with  Joseph 
Whittredge  for  the  mull  of  his  horses  hot  2 bbls  sugar 
pepper,  etc  markets  pretty  full  at  7 come  on  rainy  snow 
melts  fast 

Wednesday  24  Sir  went  up  to  topsfield  with  the  Towns  com- 
mittee pleasant  snow  all  gone  muddy  travelling  Set- 
tled with  Mr.  Joshua  Wyman  Thomas  Dodge  Ben  Wood- 
berry  here  to  work  Rec  a letter  from  Mr.  Richardson  up 
to  singing  school  Two  bass  besides  myself  muddy  got 
home  9 

Thursday  25  very  warm  sultry  weather  went  up  to  the 
shooting  after  dinner  Brown  nipd  with  me  at  7 eve 
went  up  street  into  Mr.  Hammonds  staid  still  10J/2 

Sat.  27  Business  brisk  had  two  teams  number  hands  taking 
up  soil  at  the  side  of  the  road  where  the  wall  was  moved 
in  Jacob  Dodge  measuring  the  road  to  day  and  so  over 
Capt  Hills  hill  in  order  to  see  what  difference  there 
would  be  between  travelling  this  road  and  that  begin- 
ning at  Wenham  and  so  come  out  at  Nat  Batehelders 

Sun  28  Went  to  Meeting  Mr.  Wadsworth  Danvers  preached 
2 affecting  sermons  at  home  in  the  eve  read  4 chapters 
of  kings 

Mon  29  at  7 went  to  Salem  bot  iron  paid  $51  for  it  had 
it  of  Bowker  muddy  travelling  pd  Andrews  $181  Re- 
ceived at  Putnams  office  Abyjiah  Wilkins  and  Nathan 
Smiths  debt  got  home  at  12  noon  Got  up  at  4%  this 
morn 

Tues  30  placing  things  forenoon  after  went  down  street  set- 
tled Mrs  Herric  Capt  bicford  and  went  down  to  An- 
drew Elliots  in  order  to  settle  but  did  not  Cold 
and  very  rough  travelling  had  conversation  with  John11 
Dudley  respecting  religion  made  alphabet  to  ledger  B 
Sir  went  up  street  this  eve 

Wed  31  In  the  store  Sir  went  up  street  cold  but  pleasant 
afternoon  Sir  went  down  to  Beverly  Salt  works  in  the 
eve  I went  up  to  the  singing  school  staid  till  10  Aunt 
Perkins  and  Aunt  Batchelder  staid  all  night  Sung  San- 
tamariah 

Tliurs  Jan  1,  1807  pleasant  but  cold  Uncle  Porter  and  wife 
here  with  my  other  aunts  Engine  company  met  here  this 
eve  recd  7 dollar  bill  from  Mr  Borman  they  had  no  sup- 
per but  fines  there  were  appropriated  for  the  dis- 
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charge  of  the  engine  debts  staid  till  9 Vi  A Woodberry 
and  wife  here 

Friday  2 Settled  with  Thomas  Dodge  this  morning  Got  up 
and  took  up  the  store  hearth  found  that  there  were 
small  holes  that  went  down  10  or  12  inches  2 inches  di- 
ameter had  Mr.  Shaw  down  and  filled  it  up  with  broken 
ware  pd  him  Vi  tea  Almanac  Sir  maam  went  up  to 
Wenham  today  noon  and  returned  this  eve  went  up 
street  after  nine 

Sun  4 Went  to  meeting  Cold  Ser(mon)  by  Mr.  Dow  In  the 
cup  is  a mixture  meaning  prosperity  and  adversity  at 
home  in  the  eve  read  Family  Ser  by  Whitefield  of 
deaths  in  this  parish  this  last  year 

Monday  5 Ben  got  up  first  I got  up  about  Day  Ben  came  in- 
to the  store  between  day  and  sunrising  and  said  he  wish 
for  something  to  take  I asked  him  if  his  bottle  was  emp- 
ty yes  I observed  if  he  could  drink  /i  pt  a day  now 
he  would  stand  in  need  of  a pt  wrhen  60  I afterwards 
went  over  and  told  him  I was  sorry  if  I had  given  offence 
he  did  not  drink  any  this  morn  he  observed  he  should  not 
stay  if  Sir  said  he  did  not  step  enough  I observed  he 
must  not  mind  every  little!  word  Sir  sat  out  with  Caleb 
Friend  to  Wenham  to  look  at  wood  land  Nathaniel 
Friend  here  hauling  away  Hittons  plank  this  day  I am 
20  years  old  I am  a monument  of  Gods  sparing  mercy 
Through  the  various  seasons  of  my  past  life  I have  enjoy- 
ed a comfortable  health  I have  great  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful for  all  mercies  God  help  me  so  to  live  and  conduct 
while  here  that  I may  be  prepared  to  go  when  ever  he 
shall  call  me  0 how  multiplied  are  the  transgressions 
of  our  lives 

Forbear  my  friend  to  make  remarks 
let  prejudice  be  gone 
This  writing  helps  my  memory 
to  look  on  things  thats  past 

It  helps  me  to  look  back  and  view 

the  scenes  of  time  and  sense 

And  bids  my  warndering  thoughts  to  soar 

On  objects  that  are  past  and  gone 

Observe  my  faults  but  pass  them  oer 
Forgive  the  pen  the  heart  also 
For  here  you  see  the  little  mind 
Advancing  slowly  through  this  life 
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Thus  as  we  pass  along  the  stream 
And  view  each  other  as  we  pass 
May  each  so  Glide  as  each  shall  be 
A subject  of  Eternity 

Settled  with  Caldwell  Sir  sat  out  for  Wenham  with  Caleb 
Friend  to  view  woodland  they  waked  up  Josiah  Trask 
put  his  horse  in  our  chaise  at  2 sir  and  Siar  left  wenham 
at  sy2  stopd  to  Mrs.  Bakers  and  Sir  found  out  that  there 
was  supper  cooked  for  the  engine  com.  Sam  Baker  goes 
round  to  the  engine  men  this  day  and  tells  them  to  be 
sure  and  make  their  appearance  at  his  mothers  house  at 
6 in  the  eve  Sir  talked  plain  to  the  company  he  ate  none 
of  their  supper  this  supper  was  cooked  it  is  said  because 
they  had  no  supper  when  they  met  at  our  house  previous 
to  their  meeting  here  they  all  as  one  concluded  to  have 
no  supper  Sir  threatened  them  with  spirit,  etc.  When 
they  met  here  Sir  got  home  at  10  eve 

Tues  6 went  to  Salem  with  Fish  at  7 hot  hardware,  etc.  bot 
some  few  things  with  Fish  rainy  all  day  Got  home  at  6 
eve  dined  at  Rebecca  Deans  with  William  and  George 
Sir  observed  we  owed  most  to  much  for  us  Tuesday  night 
91/2  blustering 

Wednesday  7 had  hardware  and  goods  from  Salem  by  Hub- 
bard rough  going  up  to  the  singing  school  this  eve  Maam 
up  to  Mrs.  Hammonds  Ben  come  over  and  had  his  Yl  pt 
of  rum 

Thursday  8 At  10  sat  out  for  Hamilton  stopd  in  Wenham 
went  up  got  Capt.  Kimball  carryd  him  to  Ezy  Blanchards 
He  and  Uncle  Porter  sat  out  for  Boston  at  3 at  11  Nan- 
cy and  I proceded  to  Ham.  Got  up  12%  dind  at  my 
Sires  went  down  beyond  Uncle  Barnets  to  see  the  Polands 
at  3l/2  supd  with  Uncle  Johns  wife  at  4 got  uncle  Nich- 
olas at  6%  got  to  Aunt  Porters  had  Converse  on  religion 
at  8 got  home  went  down  to  Daniel  Porters  after  maam 
Sir  talked  plain  to  Mr.  W Baker  and  Grant  the  supper 
was  actually  cooked  for  no  other  cause  than  to  spite  Sir 
Capt  Batchelder  and  others  Daniels  I understood  has 
been,  here,  today  he  wishes  to  come  and  work  for  us  next 
month 

Fri  9 placing  ware  business  tolerable!  brisk  Uncle  Porter  and 
Capt  Kimball  come  home  today 

Sat  10  At  10  Uncle  Stephen  got  here  he  asserts  he  has  been  to 
Montreal  had  a mob  in  Salem  some  blows  and  words  they 
had  Passons  and  Setridge  images  up  and  then  burnt  them 
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Sun  11  Went  to  meeting  Mr.  Emerson  preached  Ada — where 
art  thou  and  Cut  it  down  why  cumbereth  it  the  Ground 
went  up  to  singing  school  Mr.  Cresy  not  there  Sir 
desired  me  to  go  Mr.  Cresy  sent  word  by  Josiah  that  we 
must  look  out  for  another  master  Got  home  9]/i  Con- 
versed with  Uncle  Stephen 

Mon  12  Went  to  Salem  at  8 hot  lot  flour,  etc  Got  home  at 
2 vendue  here  of  James  Quiners)  land  chaise  cart,  etc. 
Mr.  and  Woodberry  and  Sir  went  over  to  talk  to  Mr. 
Cresy  Uncle  Stephen  went  to  Hamilton  at  10  morn  had 
two  loads  of  beverly  salt  at  $6 

Tues  13  in  the  store  opening  goods  cold  received  4 bbls  of 
flour  at  $8,121/2  Fiske  had  5 bbls  Maam  and  Sir  went  up 
to  Mr.  Grants 

Wednesday  14  at  8 went  up  to  Wenham  Capt  Kimball  had 
bad  cold  went  into  the  marsh  with  Uncle  Nat  Caleb 
Kimball  getting  out  frame,  went  up  to  Uncle  Thomas 
Kimballs  thence  home  called  at  John  Bakers  Got  home 
31/2  at  6 went  over  to  talk  with  Mr.  Cresy  Last  Sunday 
morn  at  the  meeting  house  Mr.  Cresy  asked  me  if  I would 
come  to  singing  school  that  night  I observed  I did  not 
know  but  what  I would  at  night  when  he  was  coming  home 
from  meeting  with  Andrew  Woodberry  and  Sir  he  began 
the  subject  with  Sir  requesting  to  know  why  he  nor  Mr. 
Woodberry  were  not  willing  to  let  their  children  come  to 
school  Sunday  nights  Mr.  Woodberry  told  him  that  he 
expected  he  was  the  means  of  the  school  being  taught 
Sunday  evenings  it  seems  Mr.  Cresy  immediately  con- 
cluded he  would  not  teach  schools  any  more  I sat  out  for 
school  last  Sunday  night  at  6 made  fire  lighted  up  light, 
etc  at  71/2  Mr.  Cresv  sent  up  word  by  Josiah  that  he 
should  not  teach  school  any  more  and  we  might  get  a mas- 
ter where  we  pleased  then  I asked  him  this  eve  whether 
he  would  go  up  and  dismiss  his  school  no  If  8 men  get 
a horse  to  a brook  they  could  not  make  him  drink  if  he  was 
not  disposed  too  I told  him  I wished  for  some  reason 
why  he  meant  to  leave  the  school  so  abruptly  he  said  he 
never  should  teach  another  school  and  he  declared  before 
Mr.  Grant  he  had  no  111  will  against  any  person  only  at 
ail  events  he  was  determind  to  teach  no  school  I have 
been  Informed  he  wished  to  be  liberated  from  his  school 
at  Wenham  and  they  had  considerable  conversation  upon 
it  last  Tuesday  eve  at  the  Capt.  Andris  Dodges  where  the 
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school  was  held  that  eve  I then  at  7 oclock  went  up  to 
the  schoolhouse  where  I informed  them  of  what  I knew 
concerning  school  We  each  of  us  made  choise  of  a tune 
and  sung  them  and  then  they  all  left  the  school  except 
two  or  three  We  sung  scotlands  burning  look  out  fire 
fire  fire  fire  cast  on  water 
Santamaria  scotlands  aphia  pour  on  water 
Got  home  at  101/ 

Thurs  15  pleasant  small  flight  of  snow  last  eve  Sir  at  9 went 
down  in  town  returned  at  2 

Fri  16  Went  to  Salem  pd  Nat  Putnam  $200  hot  50  wt  Jack 
tobacco  at  19  flight  of  snow  last  eve  bot  cask  raisins  at 
81/2  Nancy  got  home  from  Hamilton  bot  50  wt  butter  23 
went,  to  Salem  at  8 returned  at  4 

Sat  17  Sir  went  up  to  Wenham  got  home  at  9 cloudy  Mus- 
eum burnt  down  at  Boston 

Sun  18  Went  to  meeting  snow  storm  began  this  morn  contin- 
ued through  the  day  at  home  in  the  eve  William  Haskel 
pd  his  note  $18.64 

Mon  19  pleasant  went  down  to  mill  this  morn  with  sleigh  Sir 
went  up  street  with  sleigh  went  up  street  in  the  eve 
at  Johns  store  was  Col  Maj  Porter  Got  home  9 Vi  went 
up  in  Dodges  row  Maam  went  up  to  the  widow  Asy 
Dodges  with  me 

Tues  20  Sir  went  to  Wenham  in  sleigh  very  excellent  sleighing 
had  load  of  boards  from  Nights  pd  A Caldwell  lent 
money 

Wed  21  pleasant  Sir  uncle  Stephen  Ben  sat  out  for  Wenham 
swamp  at  daybreak  I went  down  to  Capt  Woodberrys 
before  sunrising  to  Inform,  him  that  they  took  in  barley 
at  8 had  6 loads  of  wood  hauled  John  Baker  had  his  arm 
hurt  Went  up  to  A Caldwells  after  store  shut  up 

Thursday  22  At  8 Ben  sat  out  for  to  cut  up  in  the  swamp 
at  9 Sir  uncle  Stephen  rode  up  in  horse  and  sleigh  to  view 
lots  the  teams  hauled  two  load  each  of  them  yesterday 
pleasant  beautiful  running  posting  book  Ben  froze  his 
toes 

Friday  23  Sir  Uncle  Stephen  sat  out  for  cutting  wood  had  4 
loads  come  today  the  coldest  morn  this  morn  we  have 
had  this  winter 

Sat  24  stormy  wind  to  the  southward  snow  fell  this  morn  2 
inches  Sir  went  down  in  town  to  converse  about  road 

Sun  25  Cold  Ser(mon)  by  Mr.  Dow  119  psalm  140  verse  At 
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home  this  eve  only  Yl  hour  with  Eben  Tod  to  Mr. 
Edwards 

Mon  26  Over  to  Salem  Coldest  day  we  have  had  this  year 
recd  20  for  Capt  Kimball  hot  hardware  Eng  goods  Mrs. 
Edwards  went  with  me  Aequoth  people  down  today 
Tues  27  Jan  1807  Had  the  hardest  days  work  today  of  any 
this  winter  loaded  Smith  Woodberry  Trow  and  Francis 
smith  besides  others  felt  very  unwell  this  eve  head  con- 
fused caught  bad  cold  tooth  ache  and  head  ache  Ezra 
Dodge  had  25  worth  del  200  today  F Smith  put  up  here 
this  night  Sir  went  up  with  Com  to  Inspect  school 
Wed  28  rained  some  last  night  and  rainy  all  day  today 
Sir  in  the  A M up  street  dunning  after  he  and  Mr.  Tar- 
bell  went  up  to  Hamilton  in  order  to  run  the  lines  open- 
ing English  Goods  and  hardware 


OLD  DYSON  ROAD 

Essex  ss.  To  Colo1  Benjamin  Peabody,  Andrew  Peabody, 
David  Peabody,  Allen  Knight,  Israel  Curtis,  John  Fuller, 
Junr  & Joseph  Averell,  all  of  Middleton  in  said  County 
of  Essex.  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you 
are  hereby  required  to  appear  before  Israel  Bartlett  Esq. 
Mess1^  Timothy  Palmer  & Benjamin  Addams,  on  Tuesday  the 
9 instant  at  ten  of  the  Clock  A.  M.  at  the  house  of  Ebenezer 
Berry  Inholder  in  Danvers,  To  give  Evidence  of  what  you 
know  relative  to  altering  & widening  the  road  leading  from 
Beverly  to  Esteys  tavern  in  Middleton,  agreeably  to  a petition 
of  John  Dyson  & others. — 

EleT  Putnam,  Just  of  Peace 

— Danvers  Historical  Society 


EARLY  DANVERS  RAILROADS 


By  Prank  E.  Merriam 


(Read  at  the  April , 1945 , Meeting  of  the  Society) 


In  what  I will  discuss  regarding  Danvers  railroads,  in  the 
early  days,  it  is  assumed  members  of  this  society,  and  anyone 
likely  to  be  present,  are  well  acquainted  with  Danvers  geogra- 
phy and  the  early  names  of  certain  parts  of  the  town  — par- 
ticularly, South  Danvers  and  North  Danvers.  It  is  also  taken 
for  granted  everyone  is  familiar  with  the  location  of  the  pres- 
ent railroads  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  por- 
tions discontinued  some  years  ago.  For  this  reason  I am  us- 
ing the  old  names  without  explanation. 

The  first  railroad  operating  to  and  in  any  part  of  Danvers, 
was  built  from  Salem  and  opened  for  use  to  South  Danvers, 
January  19th,  1847.  Approximately  a year  later,  1848,  the 
extension  to  North  Danvers  was  completed,  ready  to  use. 
This  was  known  as  the  Essex  Railroad. 

The  second  was  built,  and  ready  to  use,  October  23rd,  1854 
connecting  North  Danvers  with  Georgetown,  also  and  more 
importantly,  with  South  Reading  and  Boston.  This  was 
known  as  the  Danvers  Railroad. 

These  two  lines  are  the  same  as  now  used,  except  passenger 
trains  no  longer  go  to  Georgetown.  But  so  far  as  access  to 
places  in  the  general  direction  of  Boston  is  concerned,  the  rail- 
roads were  then  the  same  as  now. 

The  principal  promoters  of  the  Essex  Railroad  were  Elias 
Putnam,  Joshua  Sylvester,  Grayton  Osgood,  and  Albert 
Thorndike.  Elias  Putnam  seems  to  have  been  the  foremost  of 
the  group ; but  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  railroad  service  to 
North  Danvers. 

In  the  same  year  the  Essex  Railroad  reached  North  Danvers, 
it  also  was  completed  to  Middleton  and  North  Andover. 

A description  of  the  method  used  for  locating  the  route  and 
finding  the  best  location  for  the  track  is  quite  interesting. 
We  read  “on  a certain  day  Elias  Putnam  and  Joshua  Sylvester 
could  have  been  seen,  standing  on  Hospital  Hill,  eagerly 
scanning  the  winding  valleys,  north  and  south,  for  the  best 
route,  and  so  on  from  one  hill  to  another.  ’ ’ 
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Anyone  who  has  tried  to  discover  for  themselves,  without 
surveyors’  instruments,  the  reason  even  a short  piece  of  rail- 
road is  located  where  it  is  among  hills  and  valleys,  will  appre- 
ciate the  problem  Elias  Putnam  and  Joshua  Sylvester  were 
attempting  to  solve.  A little  study  of  a contour  map  shows 
how  a railroad  follows  mostly  on  a given  contour  line  but  ad- 
vancing here  and  there  from  one  elevation  to  another,  as  need- 
ed. What  a difficult  task  it  must  have  been  to  find  a practi- 
cal route  by  looking  from  one  hill  to  another  and  finding  the 
best  valley  to  follow. 

A very  graphic,  and  interesting  description  of  the  actual 
route  of  the  Essex  Railroad,  from  South  Danvers  to  and  be- 
yond North  Danvers,  is  given  in  Alden  White’s  history  of  the 
Town  of  Danvers. 

“It  crossed  the  Waters  River  almost  at  the  little  cove  where 
Governor  Endieott  landed  from  his  shallop,  passed  within  a 
gun  shot  of  the  ancient  pear  tree  the  Governor  planted, 
bridged  the  river,  down  which  was  floated  the  little  Cooper’s 
shop,  the  beginning  of  Danversport,  and  entered  Parson 
Skelton’s  grant  close  by  the  old  home  of  the  Revolutionary 
hero,  Colonel  Hutchinson;  pushed  on  across  the  old  Ipswich 
road  beyond  Beaver  Dam,  almost  under  the  windows  of  that 
little  room  where  “Old  Put”  was  born,  and  so  on  northward, 
truly  an  historic  route.” 

At  one  time  — soon  after  the  Essex  Railroad  had  reached 
North  Danvers,  the  portion  between  Danversport  and  South 
Danvers  was  referred  to  as  “an  absurd  route”  so  impractical 
it  must  be  abandoned  and  replaced  by  a track  at  tide  water 
level.  However,  after  nearly  one  hundred  years  the  so  call- 
ed “historic  route”  still  serves. 

The  Danvers  Railroad  was  principally  organized  by  Wil- 
liam D.  Northend,  George  A.  Tenney,  Asa  Pingree,  Joseph  S. 
Black  and  Gilbert  Tapley.  It  was  planned  to  connect  Dan- 
vers north  to  Georgetown  and  south  to  South  Reading,  for  a 
connection  there  with  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  then 
better  known  as  the  Maine  Extension  Railroad,  and  so  to  the 
terminal  at  Haymarket  Square,  Boston.  The  Danvers  Rail- 
road was  aided  financially  and  always  operated,  by  the  Boston 
and  Maine. 

This  line  to  South  Reading  was  started  in  1853,  and  first 
ground  was  broken  at  Needham’s  Hill  in  Danvers.  At  the 
opening  ceremony,  many  prominent  people  were  present  — 
the  Congressman,  Railroad  President,  and  others  all  helped 
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fill  the  first  cart  load  of  dirt.  After  that,  the  ladies  served  a 
lunch  in  a grove  near  Needham’s  corner.  The  first  steam 
shovel  ever  employed  in  this  vicinity  was  used  on  this  job. 

The  road  was  opened  in  1854  by  a considerable  celebration 
and  a trip  over  the  line  by  the  stockholders  and  many  im- 
portant people.  At  nearly  all  stations  a special  celebration 
was  held.  At  Tapleyville  the  fire  apparatus  was  out  to  greet 
the  party. 

The  Essex  Railroad  seems  always  to  have  been  the  most 
logical  and  more  probably  successful  financially.  More  than 
ninety  years  experience  now  seems  to  have  demonstrated  this. 
The  line  to  South  Reading,  in  some  respects,  is  an  example  of 
the  uneconomic  policies,  indulged  for  many  years  by  nearly 
all  railroads,  until  the  practice  of  allowing  them  a monopoly 
in  most  areas  became  established.  This  was  the  policy  of  in- 
vading the  usual,  and  reasonable,  operations  area  of  another 
railroad.  It  was  carried  on  for  many  years  with  great  energy 
and  expense  between  the  Eastern  Railroad  and  Boston  and 
Maine.  This  practice  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  princi- 
pal motive  influencing  these  roads  to  assist  the  Essex  and  the 
Danvers  Railroads  financially  as  well  as  in  the  operation  of 
the  lines. 

The  Eastern  Railroad,  then  operating  from  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire  to  Boston,  via  Salem,  felt  compelled  to  con- 
trol the  Essex  Railroad,  otherwise,  the  Boston  and  Maine  could 
probably  reach  Salem  and  take  some  of  the  business.  For  the 
same  reasons  the  Boston  and  Maine  wanted  to  control  the 
Danvers  Railroad  so  it  could  keep  the  Eastern  away  from 
South  Reading  and,  on  its  own  behalf,  take  business  from  the 
Eastern  at  Danvers  and  Newburyport. 

The  many  railroad  lines  and  branches  in  New  England  that 
have  been  taken  up  in  the  last  twenty-five  to  thirty  years  are 
in  many  respects,  an  undoing  of  duplicate  facilities,  brought 
about  by  “wars/’1  as  it  were,  between  the  early  railroads. 

It  is  interesting,  and  important,  to  note  that  railroads,  for 
Danvers,  were  built  only  and  entirely  as  a result  of  the  active 
and  strenuous  efforts  of  Danvers  people.  The  large  nearby 
railroads,  Eastern  and  Boston  and  Maine,  with  which  the 
Danvers  lines  would  connect,  apparently  felt  no  interest  to 
promote  the  projects,  much  less  to  aid  them.  In  fact,  many 
people  felt  those  roads  preferred  the  lines  to  Danvers  should 
not  be  built.  Not  until  it  became  clear  that  one  or  more  rail- 
roads would  certainly  be  built  and  operated  to  Danvers,  with 


LOCOMOTIVE  “CITY  OF  LYNN,”  NO.  28,  BUILT 
IN  1854,  STANDING  IN  FRONT  OF  THE 
DANVERS  STATION 

This  locomotive  won  the  celebrated  race  for  the  U.  S.  mails 
between  Boston  and  Portland 

— Courtesy  Essex  Institute 
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or  without  the  large  roads,  that  any  real  help  was  given.  The 
Eastern  Railroad  finally  was  of  great  assistance  in  building 
the  Essex  Railroad ; financially,  and  in  its  operation.  A very 
compelling  motive  was  fear  the  Boston  and  Maine  would  gain 
access  to  Salem  and  vicinity.  The  Boston  and  Maine  extend- 
ed the  same  help  to  the  Danvers  Railroad  through  a desire  to 
reach  Newbury  port  and  to  keep  the  Eastern  away  from  South 
Reading.  A little  later  the  very  thing  both  feared  came  to 
pass  in  other  ways. 

Aside  from  the  indifference  of  the  large  nearby  lines  there 
were  many  difficulties  to  overcome  before  Danvers  could  have 
a railroad.  Financial  matters  seem  never  to  have  been  much 
of  a problem;  but  local  differences  of  opinion  were  a real  ob- 
stacle and  apparently  more  than  anything  else  delayed  build- 
ing the  roads  for  quite  some  time. 

The  interests  and  desires  of  South  Danvers  people  would  be 
best  served  by  an  Eastern  Railroad  extension  from  Salem ; but 
North  Danvers,  it  was  thought  by  many  in  that  part  of  the 
town,  could  be  as  well,  or  better  served  by  the  line  to  South 
Reading.  Many  North  Danvers  people  had  a great  distrust 
for  the  Eastern  Railroad  and  felt  that  company  would  never 
give  Danvers  reasonable  service.  Some  people  in  North  Dan- 
vers believed  if  the  Eastern  were  allowed  a charter  to  build 
to  Danvers  they  would  never  actually  build  beyond  South 
Danvers.  For  this  reason  it  was  proposed  to  build  a road  to 
include  Beverly,  Salem,  Danvers,  Lynnfield,  West  Lynn,  and 
direct  to  Boston.  This  seems  like  a fantastic  plan;  but  it 
seems,  in  those  days  Danvers  people  did  not  feel  as  dependent 
on  Salem  as  at  present.  There  seems  to  have  been  quite  a 
substantial  number  of  people  who  felt  it  entirely  reasonable 
that  Danvers  should  have  its  own  direct  line  to  Boston.  When 
such  a charter  could  not  be  had  the  plan  to  connect  to  South 
Reading  was  developed  and,  later  accomplished.  From  the 
advantage  of  our  today  point  of  view  the  Massachusetts  Leg- 
islature surely  determined  wisely  and  in  the  public  interest 
in  the  first  case.  It  was  generally  believed  this  project  failed 
due  to  the  Eastern  Railroad  influence.  Some  of  the  sponsors 
of  this  unsuccessful  plan  however  persisted  and  while  never 
successful  in  this  particular  scheme,  finally  brought  about  the 
Saugus  Branch  Railroad.  It  was  intended  as  a means  of  di- 
verting Lynn  Railroad  business  of  Eastern  to  the  Boston  and 
Maine  at  Malden.  Later  it  became  a very  profitable  part  of 
the  Eastern  Railroad. 
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With  this  sketchy  review  of  Danvers  Railroads,  and  some  of 
the  incidents  leading  up  to  their  building,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  a few  facts  about  transportation  in  this  vicinity  prior  to 
the  Eastern  Railroad.  These  have  to  do  with  Salem  but,  no 
doubt,  give  a fairly  representative  picture  though  on  a differ- 
ent scale,  of  Danvers  conditions  as  well.  Some  of  these  facts 
appear  in  connection  with  estimates  for  the  Eastern  Railroad 
line,  Salem  to  Boston. 

Prior  to  the  Eastern  Railroad  some  thirty  coaches  ran  from 
Salem  to  Boston,  including  those  en  route  from  Portsmouth 
and  Newburyport.  They  carried  about  77,500  passengers  per 
year,  Salem  to  Boston  only,  plus  about  30,000  more  from  other 
places — total  107,500.  It  was  estimated  the  railroad  could 
easily  secure  110,000  passesgers  per  year  and  probably  soon 
double  the  number,  due  to  the  lower  fare  on  the  railroad, 
about  half  coach  fare,  and  a quicker  passage,  one-third  to  one- 
half  the  coach  time. 

If  we  now  consider,  at  this  point,  the  Essex  and  Danvers 
Railroads  have  begun  operation,  and  the  time  is,  say  1854,  it 
is  interesting  to  look  into  some  operating  details.  Not  many 
such  details  are  found  directly  for  the  two  Danvers  Railroads 
but  there  is  considerable  information,  concerning  the  Eastern 
and  Boston  and  Maine,  which  probably  applied  to  the  Dan- 
vers railroad,  also. 

By  the  time  the  Essex  Railroad  came  to  Danvers  the  East- 
em  was  a large  affair  and  ran  from  East  Boston  to  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  serving  the  same  towns  and  cities  as 
the  present  railroad.  This  road  opened  to  Salem,  August 
27th,  1838.  At  that  time,  and  until  1854,  all  their  trains  ran 
to  East  Boston  where  passengers  and  freight  were  ferried  to 
Boston,  landing  at  Lewis  Wharf.  Thus  Danvers,  when  con- 
nected by  the  Essex  Railroad  to  Salem,  immediately  had 
access  not  only  to  Boston,  but  to  many  places  en  route  and  to 
the  north.  In  addition,  the  road  had  also  been  extended  to 
Gloucester,  just  prior  to  opening  the  Essex  Railroad  to 
Danvers. 

The  other  large  nearby  railroad  was  the  Boston  and  Maine, 
which  ran  from  Haymarket  Square,  Boston  to  the  State  of 
Maine  line  at  South  Berwick.  It  then  used  the  same  route  as 
at  present,  namely  Malden,  Reading,  Lawrence,  Haverhill, 
Dover,  etc.  Thus  the  Danvers  Railroad  enabled  Danvers 
people  to  readily  reach  Boston  and  many  other  important 
towns  and  cities. 
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Having  in  mind  the  easy  access  the  railroad  had  given  Salem 
to  other  towns  and  cities  and  many  markets,  it  is  easy  to  im- 
agine how  it  was  Danvers  people  persisted  for  years  in  their 
railroad  plans.  Undoubtedly,  it  had  become  quite  clear  that, 
without  a railroad,  business  could  not  continue  long  to  pro- 
gress. The  railroad  had  become,  for  Danvers  a “must”  pro- 
gram. 

The  original  train  schedule,  Salem-Boston,  shows  six  trains 
per  day,  the  fare  $.50.  The  coach  fare  was  $1.00.  The  Dan- 
vers Railroad  had  four  trains  each  way  each  day. 

Some  interesting  railroad  practices,  quite  different  from 
any  we  know,  then  prevailed  and,  while  we  find  these  details 
in  the  narrative  of  the  Eastern  Railroad,  no  doubt,  they  pre- 
vailed on  the  Danvers  and  Essex  Railroads  as  well. 

One  custom  was  to  use  and  re-use  the  tickets.  The  con- 
ductors, instead  of  cancelling  tickets,  by  punch,  turned  them 
back  to  the  ticket  offices  for  resale.  The  tickets  used  w'ere 
a rather  different  form  than  present  practice,  more  elaborate- 
ly decorated  and  more  nearly  resembling  a stock  certificate, 
or  bank  note.  I have  here  some  illustrations  of  tickets.  Evi- 
dently the  conductors  did  not  make  the  many  reports  and  re- 
cords now  required.  Conductors  were  often,  and  preferably, 
men  with  stage  coach  experience. 

Railroad  coaches  carried  about  twenty-five  passengers  and 
the  seating  arrangement  was  usually  with  the  passengers  fac- 
ing each  other.  The  doors  were  sometimes  on  the  sides  and 
sometimes  at  the  ends.  Apparently  the  coaches  were  not 
heated  in  the  earlier  years,  nor  lighted,  as  the  trains  did  not 
then  run  at  night. 

Freight  Cars  were  flat  cars  with  crates  which  consisted  of 
racks  on  wheels.  They  were  moved  about  without  loading  or 
unloading  the  goods. 

Many  stations  had  the  tracks  covered  and  were  fitted  with 
doors  to  enclose  the  cars  at  night. 

Wages  and  salaries  paid  by  the  Eastern  Railroad  in  the 
earliest  years  are  quite  interesting  and  probably  illustrate  the 
general  wage  scale  in  those  days  for  town  and  city  occupa- 
tions. 

President  No  Salary 

Treasurer  $2,500.00  per  year,  out  of  which 

he  paid  a clerk,  his  only  office 
force,  plus  2 y2%  commission  on 
all  iron  purchased  by  the  road. 
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EARLY  DANVERS  RAILROADS 


Superintendent 

Station  & Ticket  Agents 

Conductors 

Baggage  Masters 

Brakemen 

Engineers 

Crossing  Tenders 


Clerk  of  Corporation 


$300.00  per  year. 
$2,000.00  per  year. 


$30.00  per  month 
$45.00  per  month 
$35.00  per  month 
$30.00  per  month 
$60.00  per  month 
$10.00  per  month 


It  had  been  expected  the  Danvers  Railroad  would  affect 
unfavorably  the  Eastern  Railroad  operations,  and  it  did  for  a 
time.  At  one  or  more  periods  a rate  war  for  passenger  bus- 
iness from  Newburyport  to  Boston  went  on.  At  one  time 
they  agreed  upon  a division  of  the  traffic,  which  lasted  until 
the  early  1860  period  when  the  “war”  was  resumed.  This 
was  carried  on  to  a point,  finally,  where  the  Eastern  was 
carrying  people  between  Newburyport  and  Boston  for  as  little 
as  $.50,  about  one-half  the  then  regular  rate. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Danvers  Railroad  in  1854, 
connecting  with  Boston  via  South  Reading,  it  helped  bring 
about  other  competition  with  the  Eastern  Railroad  for  Salem 
— ‘Boston  and  other  passenger  business.  In  October,  1854,  the 
following  notice  appeared  in  Salem  and  other  local  news- 
papers: “On  and  after  Monday,  October  23rd,  1854,  new 
route,  Salem  and  Boston  via  the  Salem  and  Lowell  and  Dan- 
vers Railroads,  and  Boston  and  Maine  Railroads  via  South 
Danvers,  West  Danvers  and  Lynnfield  Center  — without 
change  — fares  as  low  as  by  any  other  line.  ’ T As  the  travel 
time,  Salem  and  Boston,  was  longer  by  this  route  it  did  not 
much  effect  the  Eastern’s  Salem  — Boston  business.  It  did, 
however,  affect  the  travel  from  South  Danvers,  Danvers,  and 
Lynnfield  via  the  Eastern  Railroad  to  Boston.  To  meet  this, 
tickets  were  sold  from  South  Danvers  and  Lynnfield  to  Bos- 
ton via  Salem  for  less  than  Salem  to  Boston.  Many  Salem 
people  then  purchased  tickets  from  South  Danvers  to  Boston 
for  the  trip,  Salem  to  Boston.  The  unused  portion  of  such 
tickets  the  passengers  resold  to  people  who  made  a practice  of 
trading  in  them. 

For  a time  Danvers  had  thirteen  railroad  stations,  which 
is  probably  quite  its  share.  At  one  time  Boston  had  eight 
terminals;  but  I doubt  if  any  town  or  city  ever  had  more,  in 
proportion  to  population,  than  Danvers.  The  thirteen  sta- 
tions were : 
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Hathorne  (first  called  Swan’s  Crossing,  then  Asylum 
Station) 

Ferneroft  (earlier  called  Beaver  Brook) 

Danvers  Junction 
Danvers  — Western  Division 
Danversport 
Putnam  ville 

Danvers  — Eastern  Division 

Tapleyville 

Collins  Street 

North  Danvers 

East  Danvers 

South  Danvers  (Peabody) 

West  Danvers  (West  Peabody) 

The  railroads  were  expected  to  greatly  benefit  Danvers  and, 
I believe,  they  far  exceeded  anything  anticipated.  However, 
the  effects  were  not  all  beneficial  for  they  finally  ruined  the 
shipping  business  of  Danversport,  and,  undoubtly,  changed 
the  trend  of  affairs  in  other  ways  not  now  readily  apparent. 
Danvers  has  many  residents  whose  business  is  in  Boston  and 
I suppose  without  the  Danvers  Railroad  the  Highlands  and 
vicinity  would  not  today  be  populated  as  extensively  as  is 
now  the  case.  Industrially,  the  railroads  have  had  beneficial 
effects  also.  It  would  appear  the  present  great  Sylvania 
plant  on  Sylvan  Street  might  not  have1  been  built  where  it  is 
but  for  the  Danvers  Railroad,  as  they  require  direct  railroad 
connection.  Quite  clearly,  the  Elliott  Coal  Company  plant, 
Tapleyville,  would  have  been  elsewhere  only  for  the  Danvers 
Railroad.  I have  no  doubt  the  early  promoters  who  worked 
for  years  to  bring  the  railroads  to  Danvers  would  feel  well  re- 
warded could  they  see  what  has  resulted.  I suppose  it  can  be 
said  of  them  to  quote  they  ‘ ‘ labored  and  others  have  entered 
into  their  labor.” 

There  are,  of  course,  many  more  details  and  incidents  bear- 
ing on  Danvers  Railroads  than  are  here  outlined;  and  they 
will,  no  doubt,  be  presented  to  this  society  later  by  someone 
who  can  bring  them  together  into  a logical  and  entertaining 
narrative. 
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Letters  Written  to  Sylvanus  Swan 
(In  Possession  of  Danvers  Historical  Society) 


Hanover  Dart.  Coll.  June  21,  1841 

Dear  Sir, 

The  time  has  arrived  when  it  becomes  necessary  according 
to  my  agreement  to  decide  with  regard  to  teaching  your  school. 
I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I will  engage  to  take  the  school 
and  consequently  you  are  now  at  liberty  to  employ  whom  you 
shall  think  best  qualified  for  the  office. 

There  is  a very  worthy  young  man  of  my  acquaintance  in  col- 
lege here  who  would  like  such  a school  as  yours  and  would 
teach  for  a less  price  than  that  which  you  offered  me.  He  is 
twenty  years  of  age,  of  a very  prepossessing  personal  appear- 
ance, a member  of  an  orthodox  church,  and  what  we  call  a very 
smart  fellow.  He  has  taught  two  schools.  His  father  is  a 
merchant  in  Concord.  When  I left  Danvers  I was  rather  dis- 
posed to  give  you  an  affirmative  answer  but  it  has  since  occurr- 
ed to  me  that  it  might  be  better  for  you  on  the  whole  to  have  a 
change.  Children  you  know  like  new  things.  And  it  would 
be  nothing  wonderful  if  parents  should  be  willing  to  make  a 
change  in  the  administration  after  three  years. 

I have  not  engaged  any  other  school.  My  respects  to  your 
family. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  D.  Philbrick 

Mr.  S.  Swan 


Concord,  N.  H.  Aug.  13,  1841 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  this  day  received  a communication  from  Mr.  Phil- 
brick  informing  me  that  the  school  in  the  district  of  which  you 
are  agent  is  yet  unengaged.  In  compliance  with  suggestion  I 
now  address  you  in  relation  to  this  business.  I am  desirous  to 
engage  a school  for  the  approaching  winter  provided  that  the 
terms  can  be  made  satisfactory  to  both  parties.  I am  willing 
to  teach  in  your  district  for  a term  not  less  than  ten  weeks  at 
the  rate  of  $20  per  month  and  board. 

With  regard  to  qualifications,  it  does  not  become  me  to 
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speak.  Let  it  suffice  me  to  say  that  I am  twenty  years  old,  a 
sophomore  at  the  University  and  that  this  will  be  my  third 
year  in  teaching. 

Should  I engage,  I shall  come  with  proper  recommenda- 
tions and  a fixed  determination  to  render  my  services  profitable 
to  the  school  and  satisfactory  to  my  employers. 

Be  pleased  Sir,  to  give  me  an  early  answer  and  in  the  mean 
time, 

I remain  Your  obt.  Servt. 

M.  Chamberlain,  Jr. 


Dart.  Coll.  Oct.  18,  1841 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I received  word  from  you  through  Mr.  Philbrick  that  you 
had  accepted  my  proposal  to  teach  in  your  district  for  the  en- 
suing winter. 

Mr.  P.  informs  me  that  it  is  usual  for  the  school  to  com- 
mence on  Monday  after  Thanksgiving,  at  which  time  I shall  be 
at  Danvers.  If  any  different  arrangement  has  been  made  in 
respect  to  the  commencement  of  the  school  I will  thank  you  to 
inform  me  and  in  the  mean  time,  I remain  your  Obt  Sert 

M.  Chamberlain,  Jr. 


Dartmouth  College, 

April  28,  1842 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Before  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  18  inst.  I had 
not  heard  from  North  Danvers  since  I left.  For  weeks  after 
I came  to  this  place  I was  low  spirited  enough  and  in  fact  I 
was  realy  homesick  though  that  is  what  I am  not  often  troubl- 
ed with.  1 had  no  desire  to  go  to  Concord,  tho ’ I made  a short 
stay  at  home  but  1 could  think  of  nothing  save  Danvers  and 
the  kind  friends  I left  there.  But  I have  recovered  from  the 
ill-health  and  the  consequent  depression  which  have  weighed 
upon  me  for  three  months  past,  and  am  now  happy  in  the  en- 
joyment of  health  and  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  I expect 
8fter  a week’s  study  to  spend  a fortnight  among  my  friends 
at  C. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  D.,  Miss  Susan  Putnam  promised 
to  send  me  the  report  of  the  school  committee  but  I have  not 
received  it  as  yet,  and  I concluded  that  there  might  be  some 
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thing  unfavorable  and,  for  this  reason  she  neglected  to  send  it. 
The  assurance  your  letter  contains  is  of  course  gratifying  to 
me,  and  with  regard  to  your  proposition  of  my  taking  charge 
of  the  school  next  winter,  I can  with  truth  say  that  I know  of 
no  situation  as  a teacher  which  I should  prefer  to  the  one  in 
which  you  reside ; for  I know  not  how  the  people  or  scholars 
could  be  changed'  to  please  me  more.  But  to  a person  who  is 
continualy  incurring  liabilities  without  the  means  of  meeting 
them  except  by  the  avails  of  his  own  labour,  it  is  necessary  that 
he  should,  in  a measure,  regard  profit  before  pleasure.  It  is 
generaly  considered  that  a person  who  has  spent  three  years 
in  college  and  has  met  with  good  success  in  teaching,  should  re- 
ceive $25,  per  month,  for  his  services  and  I have  no  doubt  that 
I could  find  a school  on  such  conditions,  but  not  such  as  the 
one  I had  this  winter.  I have  concluded  to  make  this  proposi- 
tion, to  engage  the  school  for  sixteen  weeks  on  condition  of  re- 
ceiving the  compensation  and  privileges  which  were  allowed  to 
Mr.  Philbrick  the  last  winter  he  taught.  He  informed  me  that 
he  had  twenty-three  dollars  per  month  and  a room  by  himself. 
Should  this  proposal  appear  reasonable  I shall  be  happy  to 
teach  my  old  school  and  improve  it  so  far  as  winter’s  experi- 
ence a years  study  and  industry  will  enable  me.  I shall  wish 
to  hear  your  conclusion  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  for  you. 

Please  give  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Swan,  her  sister  Ellen 
and  all  my  Danvers  friends.  When  you  write  I should  be 
pleased  to  have  Ellen  fill  the  sheet  with  the  news ; and  I am 
sure  she  must  have  much  for  I have  not  yet  lived  long  enough 
to  find  a woman  who  did  not  learn  much  news  in  the  space  of 
three  months ! 

With  sentiments  of  respect  I am,  Yours 

M.  Chamberlain,  Jr. 


BUILDINGS  ERECTED  IN  DANVERS  IN  1944 

Barn  at  Burley  Farm  to  replace  one  burned. 

No  buildings  permitted  by  war  time  regulations. 


WORK  ON  HIGHWAYS 


1872  The  Town  of  Danvers  to  S.  B.  Swan,  Dr. 


Dec.  27 

To  Clearing  snow 

10  hrs. 

$2.00 

28 

with  oxen 

4 

80 

Jan.  28 

To  myself  & oxen 

31/9  ” 

1.40 

Feb.  17 

7%  ” 

1.50 

To  oxen  & horse 

4 

1.60 

18 

4 

1.00 

22 

6 

1.20 

To  oxen 

5 

1.00 

23 

21/9  ” 

.50 

24 

10 

2.00 

25 

10 

2.00 

To  oxen 

5 

1.00 

Mar.  1 

3 

.60 

4 

10 

2.00 

To  oxen 

41/2  ” 

.90 

5 

8 

1.60 

To  oxen 

3 

.60 

10 

To  shoveling  snow 

2 

.40 

11 

To  shoveling 

51/9  ” 

1.10 

22 

To  shoveling,  etc. 

.80 

A pr.  9 

To  shoveling  on  back  road 

.75 

$24.75 

— Danvers  Historical 

Society 

Danvers  Sept  7,  1838 

Mr.  Flint  Esty 

Please  to  pay  Mrs.  Ruth  Gonld  One  Dollar  on  account  of 

Andrew  Nichols 
— Danvers  Historical  Society 


BILL  FOR  LUMBER 


Samuel  Gould 


to  W Wells,  Dr.  Danvers  Oct  21  180- 


to  3 poles 

$0.25 

to  248  feet  R spruse  boards 

@ $7 

1.74 

to  254  do  M pine  do 

12 

3.  5 

to  271  do  joise 

2.71 

to  30  do  timber 

60 

to  about  35  do 

87 

to  1 i/o  m shingles 

5. 

t/>  341  feet  boards  & plank 

3.41 

to  158  do  pine  boards 

12 

1.90 

to  232  do  do 

14 

3.35 

$22.88 

Received  Payment 

Willilie  Wells 

— Danvers  Historical  Society 


Danvers,  New  Mills,  Dec.  29  1849 

Mr.  Jacob  Littlefield 

Bought  of  A.  W.  WARREN  & CO. 

Dealers  in  Dry  Goods,  Groceries,  Crockery  Ware,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 
Water  Street, 

A.  W.  Warren  ^ 

H.  0.  Warren  Danvers  New  Mills,  Mass. 

William  Cheever  J 

2 bush  white  meal  $1.40 

2 bush  Feed  .50 

2 lbs  Sugar  .15 


Recd  Paymt 

P Stone 

for  A.  W.  Warren  & Co. 


$2.05 


— Danvers  Historical  Society 
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RECORDS  OP  “THE  PRECINCT  OF  SALEM 
AND  BEVERLY,”  1713-1752 


( Continued  from  Vol.  31,  p.  91) 


The  Warrent  The  Free  holders  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
the  prec1,  of  Salem  and  Beverly,  Quallifyed  to  vote  in  Town 
affairs  are  hereby  Notifyed  to  assemble  themselves  at  the 
Publick  Meeting  house  in  said  Prect,  on  Tuesday  the  Eighteen- 
1h  day  of  March  Instant  at  one  of  the  Clock  after  noon 
then  and  there  to  Make  Choice  of  all  such  Parrish  Officers  as 
are  needfull  for  the  year  Ensuing  and  to  agree  how  much 
Money  to  Raise  for  the  support  of  the  Reuernd,  Mr  Chipman 
for  the  year  Ensuing  and  allso  to  Consider  of  some  way  for 
the  geathering  in  of  some  part  of  Mr  Chipmans  sallery  sooner 
in  the  year  then  wee  have  heretofore  don  — Dated  at  the 
Prect,  of  Salem  and  Beverly  = the  Fourth  Day  of  March 
anno  Domini  = 1745  per  order  of  the  Commitee  = Joshua 
Dodge  Prec1,  Clerk 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  others  Inhabitants 
of  the  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  Reguarly  warned,  and 
assembled  on  the  18th  — of  March'  anno  Domini  — 1745  — 
Mr  John  Balch  was  then  voted  and  Chosen  Moderator  of  sd 
Meeting  — At  the  same  meeting  Cap1  John  Leach  Leiutn  Dan- 
iell  Conant  and  Joshua  Dodge  were  voted  and  Chosen  a Com- 
mtee  to  Manage  the  Prudential  affairs  of  ye  Prect  for  ye  year 
Ensuing  — Voted  that  the  present  Commtee,  be  assessors  for 
sd  Prect,  for  the  year  Insuing  — Voted  that  Joshua  Dodge  be 
Clerk  for  y*  year  Ensuing  Voted  that  Mr  George  Raymond  be 
Treasurer  for  the  year  Ensuing  — Voted  that  M1*  Peter  Shaw 
be  a Collector  for  Beverly  part  of  sd  Preot  for  the  year  En- 
suing — Voted  that  Mr  Robert  Meachem  be  Collector  for 
Salem  part  of  sd  Prect  for  the  year  Ensuing  — Voted  that 
ye  Treasur  be  allowed  one  penny  on  ye  pound  for  his  Service 
Voted  that  there  be  Eighty  pounds  New  Tennor  bills  of  Credit 
or  other  Bills  Equivelant  shall  be  Raised  for  yB  support  of 
v*  Revered  Mr  Chipman  for  y«  year  Ensuing  — Voted  to  pay 
in  some  part  of  Mr  Chipman ’s  sallery  by  Contribution  and 
Each  person  to  name  to  the  money  he  doth  Contribute  and 
the  Deaeons,  to  keep  an  account  of  ye  same 

March  y«  18th  = 1745  = then  Joshua  Dodge  was  sworn 
by  the  Moderator  in  the  Presence  of  the  Meeting  to  the  Office 
of  a Clerk,  and  afterwards  Capt  John  Leach  Leu1  Daniell 
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Conant  & Joshua  Dodge  were  sworn  to  the  faith  full  discharge 
of  their  office  as  assessors  and  Mr  George  Raymond  as  Trea- 
surer,  and  Mr  Peter  Shaw  and  Mr  Robert  Meachem  as  Collec- 
tors weare  sworn  to  the  faith  full  discharge  of  their  Respec- 
tive Offices 

June  ye  16  — 1746  Order  drawn  to  the  Treasurer  George 
Raymond  order  to  pay  to  Mr  Fluent  1-7-6  order  to  pay  to  Mrs 
Trow  1-6-10  order  to  pay  to  mrs  Trow  for 

March  ye  21th  — 1745  — then  Recknd  with  Mr  Isaac 
Dodge  Treasur  as  to  the  two  Lists  of  assessment  made  in  the 
year  — 1745  — and  Commitd  to  Collect1*  Robert  Dodge  Junr 
46-4-3  and  Collect1,  Noah  Creesys  list  39-5-8  2/4  and  as  to 
what  was  in  Collect1-  Benjamin  Trasks  hand  which  was  3-3- 
1 2/4  and  what  if  payed  by  mr  Chipmans  Recip*  79-14-7  2/4 
and  by  abatments  1-14-10  2/4  and  allowd  to  Treasurer  Dodge 
for  his  service  0-7-6-0  allowed  to  Collector  Noah  Creesy  0- 
5-0  for  his  service  in  Collecting  and  to  Collecter  Benja11  Trask 
for  his  service  0-5-0  to  ye  widow  trow  for  ye  Comtee®  Expence 
1-6-10  2/4  to  mr  Fluent  for  taking  Care  of  ye  meeting  house 
for  y6  year  1745 — 1-7-6  to  mr  Chipman  0-5-4  2/4  allowed  to 
Collector  Robert  Dodge  for  his  Collection  0-5-0  and  by  abat- 
ments 0-8-6  and  to  y^  widow  Elizebeth  Trow  for  mending  the 
Meeting  hous  glass — for  ye  year  1745 — 1-4-8 

March  the  21th  = 17456  then  an  order  was  given  to 
George  Raymond  Treasurr  to  Demand  and  Receive  of  Isaac 
Dodge  ye  forMer  Treasurer  the  sum  of  thre  pounds  three 
shillings  five  pence  two  farthings  which  sd  Treasur  stands 
Indebted  to  the  parrish  for 

February  y€i  20th  — 1746  — then  ye  Commtee  Recknd 
with  mr  George  Raymond  Treasu1-  as  to  ye  two  Lists  above 
said  and  the  other  money  that  he  had  Recd  and  there  Remains 
in  his  hand  as  Treasurer  ye  sum  of  £l-8s-2d 

June  ye  18  = 1746  then  the  two  Lists  of  assesment  were 
made  with  war  rents  to  Collect  the  same  — and  Signed  by  the 
assessors  the  two  Lists,  in  the  whol  Containing  £82-16-6 — 
and  were  Commited  to  the  Collectors  Namely  to  Collect1, 
Peter  Shaw  his  List — £44-17-4  and  to  Collector  Robert 
Meachem  his  List  — £37-19-2  and  by  their  warrents  they 
were  ordered  to  pay  in  the  Same  unto  George  Raymond  Trea- 
sur in  sd  Prect  the  one  half  part  to  be  paid  in  by  the  first 
day  of  Septemr  next  and  the  other  half  part  to  be  payed  in 
and  so  to  Compleat  and  make  up  the  whole  of  their  Collection 
with  sd  Treasur  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  next  En- 
suing the  Date  hereof 
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June  v6  18  = 1746  — then  an  order  was  given  unto 
George  Raymond  Treasur1*  to  Demand  and  Recieve  of  the  a- 
bove  said  Collectors  the  Sums  as  they  are  Respectively  set 
in  their  Lists  the  whol  a Mounting  to  £82-16-6  and  of 
Robert  Dodge  a former  Collect1*  y^  sum  of  £02-7-5  2/4 
which  sums  put  to  gether  M,ake  up  £85-3-5  2/4  out  of 
which  sum  or  sums  sd  Treasur1*  is  ordered  to  pay  unto  the 
Reverd  Mr  John  Chipman  for  his  Service  in  the  Ministry 
with  us  the  Sum  of  £80-0-0  for  the  year  = A = D = 
1746  and  the  Remainder  of  said  Sums  to  Remain  in  the  Trea- 
sury untill  further  order 

The  Warrent 

Essex  ss  The  Freeholders  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  Prect 
of  Salem  and  Beverly  are  hereby  Notifyed  to  assemble  them 
selves  and  Meet  to  gather  at  the  Publick  Meeting  house  in 
sd  Prect  on  Wednesday  the  fourth  Day  of  March  Next  Ensu- 
ing at  two  of  the  Clock  in  the  after  noon 

1 To  chuse  Parrish  officers  for  the  year  Ensuing 

2 To  Grant  A Tax  to  bee  Raised  for  the  support  of  the  Rev- 
ered  Mr  J Chipman  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  for  the  year 
Ensuing  and  the  Defraying  of  the  Necessary  Charges  of  the 
sd  Prect  Dated  at  the  Prec1  of  Salem  and  Beverly  — Feb- 
bruary  ye  20ttl  = 1746  = by  order  of  ye  Comtee 

Joshua  Dodge  Prect  Clerk 

At  a meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  Reguarly  warned  and  as- 
sembled on  the  fourth  Day  of  March  Anno  Domini  1746  — 
mr  John  Balch  then  Chosen  Moderator  of  said  Meeting  — at 
the  same  meeting  Voted  that  Cap1  John  Leach  Ens11,  John 
Herrick  and  Joshua  Dodge  be  a Comt6e  to  Manag  the  Pru- 
dentiall  affairs  for  the  year  Ensuing  — Voted  that  the  afore 
said  Comtee  bee  assessors  for  the  year  Ensuing  — Voted  that 
George  Raymond  be  Treasurer  — Voted  that  Joshua  Dodg 
be  Clarck  both  for  the  year  Ensuing  — Voted  that  said  Trea- 
surer shall  have  one  penny  on  ye  pound  for  his  service  — 
Voted  that  mr  Jonathan  Baker  be  a Collector  for  Salem,  part 
of  the  Prect  for  ye  year  Ensuing  — Voted  that  mr  William 
Trask  be  a Collector  for  Beverly  part  of  the  Prect  both  for  ye 
year  Ensuing  — Voted  to  Rais  a tax  upon  the  Inhabitants 
and  Estates  of  said  Prect  of  Eighty  and  seuen  pounds  and  ten 
shillings  Bills  of  Publick  Credit  of  the  last  Emition  for  the 
support  of  the  Reve'rend  mr  John  Chipman  in  ye  work  of  y* 
Ministry  for  ye  year  Ensuing  — Voted  to  Rais  a tax  of  three 
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pounds  new  tennor  for  ye  Defraying  of  the  growing  charges 
of  sd  Prect 

March  ye  4th  = 1746/7  Orders  drawn  to  Treasurer  George 
Raymond  To  mr  John  Louet  0-5-0  To  mr  Thomas  Dizemore 

0- 4-11  To  m1*  James  Meachem  0-1-0  To  mr  William  Green 
0-2-6 

March  ye  6 — 1746  the  following  orders  weare  drawn  up- 
on mr  George  Raymond  Treasurer  — To  mr  Moses  Fluent  for 
taking  Care  of  y*  Meting  house  for  y«  year  1746-1-10-0  To  the 
widow  Elizebeth  Trow  for  the  Comtee  Expenc  in  yeer  1746  = 

1- 2-3  and  for  mending  the  Meeting  hous  glass  for  ye  year  == 
1746  = 0-6-61/4  for  the  Collectors  service  10-0 

March  ye  6th  — 17467  John  Leach  John  Herrick  and 
Joshua  Dodge  wer  sworn  to  the  faithfull  Discharg  of  asses- 
sors and  George  Raymond  took  the  Oath  of  a Treasur  & Jon- 
athan Baker  and  William  Trask  weare  sworn  to  ye  office  of 
Collector  — all  for  ye  year  1747 

June  ye  10th  = 1747  — then  Recknd  with  mr  George  Ray- 
mond Treasurer  for  all  Orders  that  are  now  given  out  for  the 
two  Lists  for  the  year  1746  — and  for  all  the  orders  that  are 
now  guien  out  and  he  paying  all  the  other  orders  that  are  now 
given  out  to  this  day  =there  Remains  due  to  him  the  sd  Trea- 
sur the  full  sum  of  one  pound  two  shillings  and  ten  pence— — 

£ 1-2-10 

Collector  Jonathan  Bakers  list  for  — 1747 

faculty  & 


Poles  Real  Estate  Personal  Sum  Total 


Abraham  Brown 

0-  4-10 

0-16-  0 

0-  7-  0 

Benjam11  Brown 

0-  4-10 

0-  9-  5 

0-  3-  5 

Joseph  Brown 

0-  4-10 

0u  4-  1 

0-  2-  1 

John  Batchelder 

I 

0-15-  2 

0-  6-  2 

ye  wido  Ruth  Batchelder  and 
her  son  Jonathan 


£ s d 

1-  7-10 

0- 17-  8 
0-11-  0 

1-  1-  4 


Batchelder 

0- 

4-10 

0-13- 

0 

1 o- 

6- 

0 

1 1- 

3-: 

L0 

Josiah  Batchelder 

0- 

4-10 

0-13- 

6 

0- 

6- 

0 

1- 

4- 

4 

Josiah  Batchelder  Junr 

0- 

4-10 

0-  5-: 

10 

0- 

2- 

0 

0-12- 

8 

Benjam11  Batchelder 

0- 

4-10 

0- 

1- 

0 

0- 

5-10 

John  Batchelder  Junr 

0- 

9-  8 

0-10- 

9 

0- 

5- 

0 

1- 

5- 

5 

John  Batchelder  ve  3d 

0- 

4-10 

0-  6- 

o 

LJ 

0- 

1- 

0 

0-12- 

0 

Joseph  Batchelder 

0- 

4-10 

0- 

1- 

1 

0- 

5-11 

Joshua  Batchelder 

0- 

4-10 

0-  1- 

0 

0- 

0- 

8 

0- 

6- 

6 

Jonathan  Baker 

0- 

4-10 

0-  3- 

5 

0- 

1- 

6 

0- 

9- 

9 
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Names 


Poles 


Real  Estate 


faculty  & 
Personal 


Sum  Total 

£ s d 


Sam11  Brown  0-  9-  8 1 

0-16-  0 1 

0-  7-  7 

1-13-  3 

Robert  Baker  of  Wenham  for  land 

0-15-  4 

Jonathan  Baker  Junr 

0-  4-10 

0-  7-  1 

0-  1-  7 

0-13-  6 

J oshua  Corning 

0-  4-10 

0-13-11 

0-  2-  6 

1-  1-  3 

John  Creesy 

0-  4-10 

0-  2 - 3 

0-  2-  1 

0-  9-  2 

Job  Creesy 

0-  4-10 

0-  7-  0 

0-  2-10 

0-14-  8 

Joseph  Creesy 

0-  4-10 

0-12-  0 

0-  5-  3 

1-  2-  1 

Noah  Creesy 

0-  4-10 

(M2-  0 

0-  5-  8 

1-  2-  6 

Ben  jam11  Creesy 

0-  4-10 

0-10-  8 

0-  5-  2 

1-  0-  8 

Benjam11  Creesy  Junr 

0-  4-10 

1 

0-  4-10 

Rufus  Herrick 

1 

0-  7-  9 

0-  5-  5 

0-13-  2 

Rufus  Herrick  Junr 

0-  9-  8 

0-  7-  9 

0-  5-  5 

1-  2-10 

Cap1  John  Leach 

0-  4-10 

1-  5-  2 

0-15-  6 

2-  5-  6 

Sam11  Leach 

0-  4-10 

0-  7-  0 

0-  2-  7 

0-14-  5 

Richard  Leach 

0-  4-10 

0-  5-  9 

0-  1-  9 

0-12-  4 

John  Leach  Junr 

| 0-  4-10 

1 

0-  1-  4 

0-  6-  2 

Ezra  Trask 

0-  4-10 

0-  8-  4 

0-  2-  5 

0-13-  7 

William  Green 

0-  4-10 

0-  6-  8 

0-  3-  2 

0-14-  8 

Israel  Green 

0-  4-10 

0-  7-  9 

0-  1-10 

0-14-  5 

William  Porter 

0-  9-  8 

1-18-  3 

1-  0-  0 

3-  7-11 

William  Porter  Junr  for  land 

0-  2-  7 

Benjam11  Porter 

0-  4-10 

| 0-  0-  3 

0-  0-  9 

0-  5-10 

Joseph  Porter 

0-  4-10  1 

0-  0-  3 

0-  0-  9 

0-  5-10 

y°  wido  Anne  Preston  and 

her  Daughters 

| 0-  4-10 

10-5-1 

0-  1-  3 

1 0-11-  2 

Thomas  Preston 

1 0-  4-10 

0-0-7 

0-  0-  8 

1 0-  6-  1 

Thomas  Preston  for  ye 

wido  luls  land 

1 

'0-1-8 

Gideon  Rea 

0-  4-10 

0-12-  0 

0-5-6 

1-  2-  4 

Sam11  Woodbery 

0-  9-  8 

0-14-  0 

0-  7-  0 

1-10-  8 

Sarnu11  Woodbery  Junr 

0-  4-10 

0-  3-  0 

0-  2-  0 

0-  9-10 

William  Woodbery 

0-  9-  8 

0-13-  2 

0-  2-11 

1-  5-  9 

William  Woodbery  Jr 

0-  4-10 

I 

0-  4-10 

Israeli  Woodbery 

0-  4-10 

0-  4-10 

Robert  Meachem 

0-  9-  8 

0-  6-  9 

0-  2-  0 

0-18-  5 

Josiah  Trask 

0-  4-10 

0-  6-  5 

0-  3-  5 

0-14-  8 

Benjam11  Trask 

0-  4-10 

0-  6-  6 

0-  3-  6 

0-14-10 

Ebenezr  Trask 

0-  4-10 

0-15-  0 

0-  7-  0 

1-  6-10 

Josiah  Trow 

| 0-  4-10 

0-  4-  7 

0-  1-  8 

0-11-  1 

Zachariah  Herrick 

| 0-  4-10 

0-  1-  3 

0-  0-  6 

0-  6-  7 

Humphry  Bartlet 

1 0-  4-10 

|0-2-0 

0-  6-10 
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Benjam11  Creesy  for  Comings  land 

Israeli  Andrew  for  land 

ye  heirs  of  Danni11  Andrew®  for  land 

John  Jacobs  for  land 

John  Waters  for  land 

Joseph  Jacobs  for  land 

Josiah  Herrick  of  Wenham  for  land 

Joseph  Brown  for  mr  Lendals  land 

Amos  Buxton  for  land 

Ruth  Batch  elder  Junr  for  | 0- 

William  Brown  Esqr  | 1- 

Wiiliam  Green  for  Smiths  land 

Joseph  Esty  | 0-  4-10  | 


1-  0 
4-10 


0-  9-  5 


0-  1-10 
0-  1-  0 
0-  0-11 
0-  7-  6 
0-  7-  0 
0-  2-  0 
0-11-10 
0-  0-  8 

0-  0-  5 
0-  1-  0 

1- 13-  5 
0-  1-  0 
0-  4-10 


Joshua  Dodge 
John  Leech 
John  Herrick 


Assessors 


Collect1,  William  Trask®  List  for  ye  year 


1747 


faculty  & 


Poles 

Real  Estate  Personal  S 

Freeborn  Baleh 

0-  4-10 

1 0-  5-  2 

| 0-  2-11  1 

Freeborn  Baleh  Junr  | 

0-  4-10 

| 0-  0-11  | 

John  Baleh 

| 0-  4-10 

0-  7-  8 

| 0-  3-10  ! 

Sam11  Baleh 

| 0-  4-10 

0-  2-11 

10-1-6 

Israeli  Baleh 

| 0 - 4-10 

0-  2-  6 

|0-l-4 

Joshua  Baleh 

|0-9-8 

1-  4-  9 

| 0-11-  8 

Nathan11  Brown 

! 0-  4-10 

0-  7-  8 

| 0-  3-10  | 

Verren  Baleh 

0-  4-10 

| 1 

John  Conant 

0-  9-  8 

0-12-  3 

0-8-3| 

John  Conant  Junr 

0-  4-10 

0-  2-  1 

0-  1-  6 

Daniell  Conant 

0-  9-10 

0-16-  2 

0-10-  9 

Daniell  Conant  Junr 

0-  4-10 

0 - 0-  0 

0-  1-  3 

Matthew  Coy 

0-  4-10 

0-  1-  3 

0-  0-  4 

Andrew  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  6-  6 

0-11-  8 

Amos  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  0-  6 

0-  0-10 

Jonathan  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  2-  5 

0-  2-  4 

William  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-10-11 

0-  6-  0 

John  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-16-  3 

0-  8-10 

Jonathan  Dodge  Junr 

0-  4-10 

0-  6-  3 

0-  5-10 

Jonathan  Dodge  ye  3d 

0-  4-10 

0-1-6 

Edward  Dodge 

0-  9-  8 

0^  6-  8 

0-  4-  0 

Mark  Dodge 

0-  9-  8 

0-  8-  0 

0-  5-  3 

£ s d 
0-12-11 
0-  5-  9 
0-16-  4 
0-  9-  3 
0-  8-  8 


0-  4-10 

1- 10-  2 

0-  8-  5 

1- 16-  7 
0-  6-  1 

0-  6-  5 

1-  3-  0 
0-  6-  2 

0-  9-  7 

1-  1-  9 
1-  9-11 
0-16-11 

0-  6-  4 

1-  0-  4 
1-  2-11 
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faculty  & 


Names 

Poles 

Real  Estate 

: Personal  Sum  Total 

Mark  Dodge  Junr 

0-  4-10 

0-  1-  3 

£ s d 
0-  6-  1 

Ben  jam11  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  0-  8 

0-  5-  6 

Jonah  Dodge 

| 0-  4-10 

| 0-  5-  3 

0-  3-  6 

0-13-  4 

Jacob  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  5-  3 

0-  3-  6 

0-13-  4 

Elishah  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-10-  4 

0-  5-  8 

1-  0-10 

Elishah  Dodge  Junr 

0 - 4-10 

0-  0-  0 

0-  1-  4 

0-  6-  2 

Nathan11  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  1-  3 

0-  1-  2 

0-  7-  3 

Joshua  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-16-10 

0-10-  2 

1-11-10 

Joshua  Dodge  Ju  r 

0-  9-  8 

0-  4-11 

0-  4-  0 

0-18-  7 

Joshua  Dodge  ye  3d 

0-  4-10 

0|  5-  6 

0-  2-  3 

0-12-  7 

George  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  0-  6 

0-  5-  4 

Robert  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

CO 

C5 

6 

0-  4-  6 

0-18-  7 

Isaac  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  8-  2 

0-13-  0 

Caleb  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  6-  6 

0-  2-  4 

0-13-  8 

Robert  Dodge  Junr 

0-  4-10 

0-  6-10 

0-  3-  8 

0-15-  4 

Benjam11  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  3-  7 

0-  2-  3 

0-10-  8 

Robert  Dodge  y€  3d  | 

0-  4-10 

0-  1-  0 

0-  5-10 

Peter  Dodge 

0-  4-10 

0-  1-  0 

0-  5 -10 

Benjam11  Dike 

| 0-  9-  8 

0 

1 

f— * 

i 

M 

0-  1-  0 

0-11-  9 

Nicholas  Dike 

| 0-  4-10 

I 

0-  4-10 

Moses  Fluent 

| 0-0-4 

0-  0-  4 

0-  0-  8 

John  Fluent 

0-  4-10  | 

0-  0-  9 

0-  5-  7 

John  Herrick 

0-  9-  8 

1 0-10-  2 

0-  6-  2 

1-  6-  0 

Ilenery  Herrick  ye  3d 

0-  4-10 

| 0-15-  7 

| 0-  4-  8 S 

1-  5-  1 

James  Meachem 

0-  4-10 

1 0-10-  0 

| 0-  8-  4 

|l-2-2 

Ebenezer  Meachem 

0-  4-10  | 

! 

0-l-3| 

0-  6-  1 

Benjam11  Meachem 
Nathan11  Raymond 

0-  4-10 
0-  4-10 

0-16-  4 

j 0-11-  3 ' 

0-  4-10 

| 1-12-  5 

David  Raymond 

0-  4-10 

1 1 

0-  4-10 

Benjam11  Raymond 

0-  9-  8 

0-  9-  2 

| 0-  8-  0 

| 1-  6-10 

George  Raymond 

0-  4-10 

0-  1-  2 

| 0-  1-  2 

| O'-  7-  2 

Nathan11  Raymond  Jr 

0-14-  6 

|0-2-0 

1 0-  2-  3 | 

| 0-18-  9 

Joseph  Raymond 

0-  4-10 

1 

1 

0-  4-10 

ye  wido  Joanna 

Raymond 

I 0-  4-10  11-7-0 

| 0-16-  9 

2-  8-  7 

Philip  Sprigs 

| 0-  4-10 

| 0-  0-  8 

1 

0-  5-  6 

Peter  Shaw 

1 0-  4-10 

|0-2-3 

|0-l-2 

0-  8-  3 

ye  wido  Elizebeth  Trow 

10-2-3 

10-1-4 

0-  3-  7 

William  Trow 
William  Trask 

0-  4-10  | 

0-  4-10  ] 0-  8-  0 

1 

\ 0-  4-  0 

0-  4-10 
0-16-10 
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Names 


Peter  Woodberry 
Josiah  Woodbery 


Poles 

0-  4-10 
0-  4-10 


wido  Lidia  Woodberry 


Real  Estate 

0-11-  5 
0-  9-  2 
0-  5-  4 
0-  6-  8 
0-  1-11 


faculty  & 

Personal  Sum  Total 

£ s d 


0-  6-  9 
0-  5-  9 
0-  5-  6 
0-4-0 
0-  1-  6 


Doc*  Ben  jam11  Jones  0-  4-10 

Joshua  Rea  0-  4-10 

Cabel  Batch  for  land 
John  Louet  Junr  for  land 
Jonathan  Conant  for  land 
Andrew  Elliot  for  land 
Ben  jam11  Balch  for  land 
Henery  Herrick  Junr  for  land 
Henery  Herrick  for  land 
Moses  Gage  for  land 
Benjamn  Edwards  of  Wenham  for  land 
Joshua  Herrick  for  land 

Joseph  Hull  | 0-  4-10  |0-  1-  0 | 0-  0-  8 

James  Kimbal  of  Wenham  for  land 

Richard  Dodge  of  Wenham  for  land 

Sam11  Trask  for  land 

Ben  jam11  Trask  for  land 

Edward  Trask  for  land 

Samu11  Tarbox  of  Wenham  for  land 

ye  wido  Mary  Cue  of  Wenham  for  land 

Robert  Stone  for  land 

ye  wido  Anne  Batchelder 

Ben  jam11  Elliot  for  land 

John  Rea  for  Haywards  land 

George  Herrick  for  Mrs  blowers  land 

Robert  Dodge  Junr  for  Hnbberts  land 

Andrew  Cole 

Jonathan  Conant  for  land  of  John  Conant  Deceasd 
Jonathan  Dodge  ye  4th  | 0-  4-10  | 0-  1-  0 | 

Joshua  Dodge 
John  Leech 

John  Herrick 


1-  3-  0 
0-19-  9 
0-10-10 
0-15-  6 
0-  7-  3 
0-  9-  9 
0-  5-  9 
0-  4-  4 
0-  2-  3 
0-  2-  6 
0-  5-  1 
0-  8-  0 
0-  0-  5 
0-  1-  0 
0-  3-  7 
0-  6-  6 
0-  3-  8 
0-  2-  0 
0-  1-  1 
0-  0-  7 
0-  0-  7 
0-  2-  3 
0-  7-  6 
0-  2-  6 
0-  0-  9 
0-  2-  0 
0-  0-  9 
0-  1-  0 
0-  2-  0 
0-  4-10 
0-  1-  6 
0-  5-10 


Assessors 


Essex  SeP  y€  Treasures  Order 

To  mr  George  Raymond  Treasurer  of  the  Prec,t  of  Salem 
and  Beverly  Greeting  — you  are  hereby  ordered  to  Demand 
and  Receive  of  mr  Jonathan  Baker  one  of  the  Collectors  of  the 
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Prec!t  of  Salem  and  Beverly  afore  said  for  the  year  Anno  Dom- 
ini — 1747  — The  full  sum  of  Forty  and  five  pounds  twelve 
and  five  pence  And  of  Mr  William  Trask  one  of  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  Prec1  of  Salem  and  Beverly  afore  said  for  the 
year  anno  Domini  — 1747  — the  full  Sum  of  fifty  one  pounds 
fifteen  shillings  and  three  pence The  whol  sums  amount- 

ing to  Ninety  Seven  pounds  seven  shillings  and  Eight  pence — 
Out  of  which  sum  or  sums  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  pay  un- 
to the  Reverend  mr  John  Chipman  the  full  sum  of  Eighty 
Seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings  in  Manner  of  folloes  — Viz  — 
the  one  half  part  to  be  payed  on  or  before  the  first  Day  of 
September  next  Ensuing  and  the  other  half  part  of  said 
Eighty  Seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings  to  be  payed  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Day  of  March  Next  Ensuing  the  Date  hereof  — 
and  the  Remainder  of  said  sums  being  Nine  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  Eight  pence  — To  Remain  in  the  Treasury  un- 
til] further  Order  Date  at  the  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly 
the  twelvth  Day  of  June  — Anno  Domini  — 1747 

Joshua  Dodge 

John  Leech  Assessors 
John  Herrick 

Ye  War  rent 

The  Freholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Prect  of 
Salem  and  Beverly  are  hereby  Notified  to  assemble  themselves 
and  Meet  together  at  the  Publiek  Meeting  House  In  sd  Prect 
on  Wednesday  the  sixteenth  Day  of  Decembr  Current  at  one 
of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  then  and  there  to  Consider 
whither  1 they  will  Repare  the  Meeting  House  — 

2 to  Consider  what  they  shall  think  best  to  be  Done  to  sd 

House  — 

3 to  Raise  Money  to  Defray  the  Charges  of  Repareing  sd 

House  — 

4 to  Chouse  A Commitee  to  Provide  such  stuff  as  is  neces- 

sary to  Repare  sd  House  — 

5 To  see  whither  they  will  Do  any  thing  further  for  the  sup- 

port of  the  Reverend  mr  Chipman  for  the  present  year  — 

Dated  at  ye  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  Decemr  ye  8th  A. 

D.  1747 

Per  Order  of  y*  Commitee  Joshua  Dodge  Precit  Clerk 

ye  Ajoumment 

Decern1’  y6  16th  =1747  At  A Meeting  of  the  Free- 
holders and  other  Inhabitants  of  said  Prect  Regularly  warned 
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and  assembled  on  ye  16th  Instant  Mr  John  Balch  voted  and 
Chosen  Moderator  of  sd  Meeting  — ye  Travilling  being  very 
bad  so  that  there  was  but  a thin  meeting  = y^  Meeting  was 
ajourned  untill  Munday  ye  Twenty  first  Day  of  this  Instant 
Decembr  at  Eleven  of  ye  Clock  in  the  fore  noon 

Upon  an  ajournment  of  A Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and 
others  Inhabitants  of  the  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  Regu- 
arly  warned  and  assembled  on  the  16th  Day  of  this  Instant 
Deeemr  Mr  John  Balch  was  chosen  Moderator  of  sd  meeting 
and  upon  ajournment  of  sd  meeting  it  was 

1 Voted  that  they  would  Repare  the  Meeting  House  — 

2 Voted  that  they  would  clabbord  the  fore  side  of  sd  House 

and  shingle1  the  fore  side  of  the  Roof  of  sd  House  — 

3 Voted  to  Repare  all  the  other  part  of  the  clabbording  of 
the  two  Ends  and  back  side  of  the  house  and  the  shinggle  of 
the  back  side  of  the  Roof  by  mending  of  the  same  — and  as 
to-  the  t arret  on  the  house  it  was  Voted  to  leave 
that  with  the  Parrish  Commitee  to  do  to  that  as  they  shall 
think  best 

4 Voted  to  Rais  forty  pound  New  tennor  to  Defray  the 
Charges  of  Reparing  and  mending  the  House  — 

5 Voted  that  Cap1  John  Leach  and  Insn  John  Herrick  Shall 
bee  a Committee  to  Provide  Clabbord  and  shingles  and  such 
stuff  as  shall  bee  necessary  for  Repareing  the  house  — Voted 
to  Rais  Twenty  and  five  pounds  New  tennor  Bills  of  Cred* 
to  bee  Leuyed  and  assessed  on  ye  Inhabitants  and  Estates  of 
sd  Prect  for  ye  further  support  of  ye  Revend  Mr  Chipman  for 
ye  present  year  — 

The  Warrent  for  y€  Second  List  for  y6  Year  1747 
Essex  selis't  — To  Mr  William  Trask  one  of  the  Collectors  of 
the  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly 

Greeting  — In  his  Majesties  Name  you  are  Required  to  levy 
and  Collect  of  the  several  persons  Named  in  the  list  herewith 
Commited  unto  you,  Each  one  his  Respective  proportion 
therein  set  Down  of  the  sum  total  of  such  List  being  a Tax  or 
assesment  granted  and  Agreed  upon  of  the)  said  Precinct  of 
Salem  and  Beverly  Reguarly  assembled  for  the  further  sup- 
port of  the  Revernd  mr  J ohn  Chipman  in  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry for  the  year  Anno  Domini  1747  and  for  the  Defraying 
the  Charges  of  Reparing  the  publick  Meeting  house  in  said 
Prec1  And  to  Deliver  and  pay  in  the  sum  and  sums  which 
you  shall  so  levy  and  Collect  unto  George  Raymond  Treasurer 
of  the  said  Prect  and  to  Compleat  and  make  up  an  account  of 
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your  Collections  of  the  whole  sume  at  on  or  before  the  first 
Day  of  March  Next  Ensuing  the  Date  hereof,  And  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  shall  Neglect  or  Refuse  to  Make  payment  of 
the  sum  or  sums  whereat  he  or  they  are  Respectively  assessed 
and  set  in  the  said  List,  to  Distrain  the  Goods  or  Chatties  of 
such  person  or  persons  to  the  valliu  thereof,  and  the  Distress 
or  Distresses  so  taken,  to  keep  by  the  space  of  four  Days,  at 
the  Cost  and  Charg  of  the  Owner  and  if  the  Owner  do  not 
pay  the  sum  or  sums  of  Money  so  assessed  upon  him  or  them 
within  the  said  four  Days  then  the  said  Distress  or  Distres- 
ses so  taken  you  are)  to  Expose  and  Openly  sell  at  an  Outcry 
for  payment  of  the  said  Money  and  Charges,  Notice  of  such 
sale  being  posted  up  in  some  publick  place  within  the  said 
Prect  Twenty  four  Houers  before  Hand  and  the  overplus 
Comeing  by  said  sale  if  any  be  besides  the  sum  or  sums  of  the 
assessment  and  the  Charges  of  takeing  and  keeping  of  the  Dis- 
tress and  Distresses  to  be  Immediatly  Restored  to  the  owner 
and  for  want  of  Goods  or  Chatties  where  on  to  make  Distress 
you  are  to  Seise  the  body  or  bodeys  of  the  persons  so  Refusing 
and  him  or  them  Commit  unto  the  Common  Goal  of  the  sd 
County  there  to  Remain  untill  he  or  they  pay  and  satisfy  the 
several  sum  or  sums  whereat  they  are  Respectively  asses- 
sed as  afore  said  unless  upon  applycation  made  to  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  the  same  or  any  part  thereof 
shall  be  abated,  Dated  at  the  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly 
the  Sixth  Day  of  January  Anno  Domini  1747  and  in  the 
Twenty  first  year  of  his  Majesties  Reign 

Joshua  Dodge 

John  Leech  Assessors 
John  Herrick 

for  the  second  list  for  y6  year  1747 
January  ye  sixth  Day  — A— D=  1747  Then  an  order 
was  given  to  mr  George  Raymond  Treasurer  — To  Demand 
and  Recieve  of  Collector  Jonathan  Baker  the  full  sum  of 
Thirty  three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  five  pence  — and  of 
Collector  William  Trask  the  Sum  of  Thirty  Eight  pounds  and 
nine  shillings  — the  whole  sum  amounting  to  72 — 4 — 5 out 
of  which  sums  the  said  Treasurer  is  ordered  to  pay  unto  the 
Reverd  Mr  John  Chipman  the  sum  of  twenty  five  pounds  for 
his  further  support  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  for  the  year 
A=D=  1747  and  the  Remainder  being  47-4-5  to  Remain  in 
the  Treasury  untill  further  Order 
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for  ye  Comtee  Expence  1747 
January  — 6 — 1747  then  an  order  was  given  to  mrs 
Elizebeth  Trow  for  the  sum  of  £ 3-1-6  2/4  — and  then  an 
order  was  given  to  William  Trow,  to  Receive  the  sum  of  £ 2- 
15-2%  for  mending  the  Meeting  house  glass  for  the  year  1747 
Ye  Warrent  for  ye  second  list  of  Rates  to  Collector  Baker 
Ye  Warrent  for  ye  second  list  of  Rates  to  Collector  Baker  1747 
Esex  selis1  To  Mr  Jonathan  Baker  one  of  the  Collectors  of 
the  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  — Greeting  — In  his  Majes- 
ties name  you  are  Required  to  levy  and  Collect  of  the  several 
persons  named  in  the  list  herewith  Commited  unto  you  Each 
one  his  Respective  proportion  therein'  set  down  of  the  sum 
total  of  such  list,  being  a Tax  or  assessment  granted  and 
Agreed  upon  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Precinct  of  Salem 
and  Beverly  Reguarly  assembled  for  the  further  suport  of  the 
Reverend  Mr  John  Chipman  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  for 
the  year  anno  Domini  — 1747  and  for  Defraying  of  the 
Charges  of  Repareing  the  Publick  Meeting  house  in  sd  Pre- 
cinct, and  to  Deliver  and  pay  in  the  sum  or  sums  which  you 
shall  so  levy  and  Collect  unto  mr  George  Raymond  Treasurer 
of  said  Prect  and  to  Compleat  and  make  up  an  account  of 
your  Collections  of  the  whole  sum  at  on  or  before  the  first  Day 
of  March  next  Ensuing  the  Date  hereof,  and  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  Neglect  or  Refuse  to  Make  payment  of  the  sum 
or  sums  whereat  he  or  they  are  Respectively  assessed  and  set 
in  the  said  list  to  Distrein  the  Goods  or  Chatties  of  such  per- 
son or  persons  to  the  vallue  thereof  and  the  Distress  or  Dis- 
tresses so  taken,  to  keep  by  the  space  of  four  days  at  the  Cost 
and  Charg  of  the  Owner  and  if  the  Owner  do  not  pay  the  sum 
or  sums  of  Money  so  assessed  upon  him  within  the  said  four 
Days  then  the  said  Distres  or  Distresses  so  taken  you  are  to 
Expose  and  openly  sell  at  an  out  cry  for  payment  of  said 
Money,  and  Charges  Notice  of  such  sale  being  posted  up  in 
some  publick  place  within  said  Precinct  = Twenty  four  be- 
four  hand  and  the  ouer  plus  Comeing  by  the  said  sale  if  any 
be  besides  the  sum  or  sums  of  the  assessment  and  the  Char- 
ges of  takeing  and  keeping  of  the  Distress  and  Distresses  to  be 
Immediately  Restored  to  the  owner  and  for  want  of  goods  or 
Chatties  whereon  to  make  Distress  you  are  to  siese  the  bodie 
or  bodies  of  the  person  or  persons  so  Refusing  and  him  or 
them  Commit  unto  the  Common  Goal  of  the  said  County 
their  to  Remain  untill  he  or  they  pay  and  satisfy  the  several 
sum  or  sums  whereat  there  are  Respectively  assessed  as  afore 
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said  unless  upon  applycation  made  to  the  Cort  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  shall  be 
abated 

Dated  at  ye  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  January  the  Sixth 
day  A = D = 1747 

Joshua  Dodge 

John  Leech  Asrs 

John  Herrick 

The  Warrent  for  ye  year  = A = D : 1747-8 

The  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  Precinct  of  Salem 
and  Beverly  are  hereby  Notifyed  to  assemble  themselves  at  the 
Public  Meeting  hous  in  said  Precinct  on  Thirsday  the  tenth 
Day  of  March  Instant  at  two  of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon 
to  Make  Choice  of  Parrish  Officers  for  the  year  — And  Agree 
upon  and  Grant  what  Money  they  will  Rais  for  the  support 
of  the  Reverd  Mr  Chipman  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  for 
the  year  Ensuing  — and  If  they  see  Cause  to  do  anything 
more  to  the  Repareing  the  Meeting  house  or  to  Rais  Money 
for  the  same  — and  to  see  if  they  will  make  choice  of  a Com- 
mitee  to  Seat  the  People  in  the  Meeting  house  = Dated 
at  the  PrecJ  of  Salem  and  Beverly  the  fifth  Day  of  March 
Anno  Domini  1747  by  order  of  the  Commitee  Joshua  Dodge 
Precinct  Clerk 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly  Reguarly  assembled  on  the 
tenth  Day  of  March  = A : D : 1747  mr  John  Balch  was  Voted 
and  Chosen  Moderator  of  said  Meeting  — 

Voted  that  Cap1  John  Leach  — Deacon  John  Conant  and  Josh- 
ua Dodge  weare  Chosen  a Commitee  to  Manage  the  Prudentiall 
affairs  of  said  Prect  for  ye  year  Ensuing  the  afore  said  Com- 
mitee were  Chosen  assessors  for  the  year  Ensuing  And  Joshua 
Dodge  was  Chosen  Clerk  and  mr  George  Raymond  was  voted 
and  Chosen  Treasurer  Voted  that  sd  Treasurer  shall  have 
one  penny  upon  the  pound  for  his  service  and  Josiah  Bat- 
chelderi  Junr  was  Voted  and  Chosen  Collector  for  Salem  part 
of  the  Precinct  and  Amos  Dodge  wasi  then  Chosen  Collector 
for  Beverly  part  of  said  Precinct  all  for  the  year  Ensuing 
And  as  to  the  Articule  of  mr  Chipman®  sallery  it  was  Consid- 
ered and  thought  best  for  some  Reasons  to  Omit  that  un- 
till the  ajournment  of  the  Meeting  and  to  Choose  a Commitee 
t°  treat  with  mr  Chipman  and  then  Doetr  Benjam11  Jones 
mr  Israeli  Batch  and  mr  Ebenezer  Trask  were  Chosen  a Com- 
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mitee  to  treat  with  mr  Chipman  with  Respect  to  his  sallery  and 
to  make  Report  to  the  Meeting  at  the  adjournment  — and 
then  the  Meeting  was  ajourned  untill  the  twenty  third  Day 
of  May  next  Ensuing  at  two  of  the  Cock  in  the  afternoon  — 

March  ye  — 10th  = 1747  = then  Capt  John  Leach  & Dean 
John  Conant  wear  sworn  to  the  faithfull  Discharge  of  the  of- 
fice of  assessors  — and  mr  George  Raymond  to  the  office  of  a 
Treasurer  and  m|r  Josiah  Batchelder  Junr  and  mr  Amos 
Dodge  then  took  the  Oath  of  Collectors  = for  the  year  En- 
suing 

March  ye  10th==1747=then  Reckned  with  the  Treasurer 
George  Raymond  for  the  four  lists  for  the  year  — A = D 
1747  — Reced  by  mr  Chipmans  Reeipt  £ 90:  14=1—1/2  and 
by  Abatements  and)  what  was  do  to  him  at  the  last  Reckning 
01-16-4  and  toi  sd  Treasur  for  what  he  hath  geathered  in  and 
payed  out  for  the  year:  1747  for  within  = £92  = 10  — I/2 

March  ye  10th  = 1747  — then  order  was  given  to  ye 
widow  Mary  Fluent  to  Recieve  of  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of 
two  pounds  for  taking  Care  of  the  Meeting  house  for  the  year 
1747  — and  an  Order  to  Joshua  Dodge  for  three  shillings  for 
paper  for  three  year  past  — and  to  John  Herrick  for  work 
done  about  ye  Meeting  souse  0-5-0  in  the  year  — A=D=1747 
“and  to  sundry  other  order  for  abatements  1-5-7 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  In  habitants  of  the 
Precinct  of  Salem  & Beverly  Reguarly  warned  and  assembled 
Mr  John  Balch  was  Moderator  of  sd  Meeting  upon  ajournment 
of  sd  Meeting  from  the  tenth  Day  of  March  Anno  Domini  — 
1747  unto  the=23  Day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1748  and  then 
upon  Receiving  the  Report  of  the  Commitee  which  were  be- 
fore Chosen  to  treat  with  the  Revernd  mr  Chipman  Respecting 
his  sallery  for  his  support  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  Wee 
finde  that  ye  Revei^  mr  Chipman  offers  to  take  his  sallery  for 
ye  present  year  Either  in  Proportion  to  ye  Nessessesaryes  of 
life  or  in  silver  = The  question  being  put  whether  wee  would 
make  ye  Nessessaries  of  life  the  Rule  to  pay  mr  Chipman  his 
sallery  by,  and  to  make  good  the  Defficiences  for  the  last  year 
and  to  make  the  Nessessaries  of  Life  a Rule  to  go  by  the  Vote 
passed  in  the  Negetive  — And  then  the  Question  being  put 
whether  they  would  make  ye  Silver  scheme  their  Rule  to  pro- 
portion mr  Chipman8  sallery  by  for  ye  present  year  to  be 
payed  in  Bills  of  Credit  and  to  make  it  the  Standerd  to  Pro- 
portion by  for  the  futer  and  all  so  to  A just  with  him  from  his 
first  Settlement  for  all  areiers  that  may  bee  due  to  him  on 
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the  same  — and  the  Vote  passed  in  the  affermitive  and  further 
Voted  that  at  y*  End  of  Each  year  for  ye  futer  wee  will  a just 
for  the  same  year  and  take  ye  Mean  Price  of  sillver  to  Deter- 
mine the  same  by  and  if  wee  ouer  rail  in  the  sallery  Voted  in 
the  Spring  then  to  Deduct  so  much  out  of  ye  sum  for  ye  next 
year  and  if  under  then  to  add  to  the  same  — 

Further  Voted  that  y*1  former  Commitee  that  were  Chosen 
to  treat  with  mr  Chipman  Respecting  his  sallery  namely  mr 
Israel  Balch  Doctr  Benjones  and  mr  Ebenezer  Trask  and 
m?  Josiah  Batchelder  Junr  were  Chosen  and  appointed  a Com- 
mitee to  adjust  with  mr  Chipman  as  to  the  arears 
that  are  behind  from  his  first  settlement  with  us  and  the 
Meeting  was  ajoumed  untill  the  sixth  Day  of  June  Next  En- 
suing at  two  of  the  Clock  in  ye  afternoon 

At  A Meeting  of  the  Freholders  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  Precinct  of  Beverly  and  Salem  Reguarly  warned  and 
assembled  on  the  tenth  Day  of  March  = Anno  Domini  = 1747 
and  Continued  by  ajournment  to  the  sixth  Day  of  June  = A 
~D— 1748  = mr  John  Balch  Moderator  of  sd  Meeting  and 
after  some  Debate  in  the  meeting  upon  the  Votes  past 
at  ye  last  Meeting  of  ajournment  Concerning  the  silver  scheem 
sd  Votes  were  thought  not  Regular  for  that  they  were 
not  Included  in  the  Warrent  for  sd  Meeting  and  so  not  have- 
ing  acted  acording  to  the  Warrent  nothing  was  acted  any 
further  upon  that  — And  then  the  Vote  was  brough  on  for 
ye  Raising  Money  for  mr  Chipmans  support  for  ye  present 
year  and  it  was  Voted  that  they  would  Rais  the  sum  of  six 
Hundred  pounds  old  tennor  Bills  of  Credt  to  bee  levyed  and 
assessed  on  the  poles  and  Estates  of  this  Prect  for  the  support 
of  the  Reverd  mr  John  Chipman  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry 
amongst  us  for  the  present  year  — further  Voted  to  Rais 
the  sum  of  forty  pounds  more  old  tennor  Bills  of  Cred1  on  the 
poles  and  Estates  of  sd  Precinct  for  the  Defraying  the  Char- 
ges of  sd  Pree1 

June  ye  23d  — 1748  An  account  of  what  Money  was 
Levyd,  and  assessed  on  the  Poles  and  Estates  within  the  Pre- 
cinct of  Salem  and  Beverly  for  the  Defraying  of  the  Charges 
of  sd  Precinct  = in  the  year  1748  = To  wit  two  Lists  of  as- 
sessments weare  Made  with  Warrents  to  Collect  the  same 
which  were  as  followeth  |f=  the  List  Commited  to  Collector  Jo- 
siah Batchelder  Jur  amounting  to  £ 79 :0 :11  and  the  List  Com- 
mited to  Collector  Amos  Dodge  amounting  to  87 :13 :4  the 
whole  sums  amounting  to  166  :14 :3  and  for  which  sums  there 
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were  an  Order  given  to  y€  sd  Treasur  George  Raymond  to 
Demand  the  whol  sum  or  sums  of  the  said  Collectors  = and 
there  was  allso  an  order  Given  to  sd  Treasure  to  pay  the  full 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  out  of  sd  Money  unto 
the  Reverend  = Mr  = John  Chipman  for  his  Service  in  the 
work  of  the  Ministry  for  the  year  A=Dom=1748=  the  one 
half  of  sd  £ 150 :0 :0  to  be  payed  to  ye  Reverd=Mr  Chipman 
on  or  before  the  first  Day  of  September  next  Ensuing  the  Date 
hereof  and  the  other  half  part  of  said  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  to  be  payd,  unto  mr  Chipman  on  or  before  the  first 
Day  of  March  Next  Ensuing  the  Date  hereof  — and  the  Re- 
mainder of  sd  Sum  or  Sums  being  16=14=3  to  Remain  in 
the  Treasury  untill  further  Order  Dated  at  the  Precinct  of 
Salem  and  Beverly  the  twenty  fourth  Day  of  June  = anno 
Domini  = 1748  = 

These  are  to  Notify  the  freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly  that  they  assemble  them- 
selves and  Meet  together  at  the  Publick  Meeting  House  in  said 
Precinct  on  Thirsday  the  first  Day  of  September  next  Ensu- 
ing at  three  of  the  Clock  afternoon  to  hear  the  Report  of  the 
Commitee  which  were  Chosen  to  provide  the  shingle  and  Clab- 
bord  for  the  Reparing  the  sd  Meeting  house,  and  if  it  be  Need- 
ful to  Rais  more  money  for  the  Defraying  of  the  Charges  of 
Reparing  sd  house : and  to  do  what  Else  may  be  thought  need- 
full  about  the  Same  = Dated  at  the  Precinct  of  Salem  and 
Beverly  the  Twenty  Sixth  Day  of  August  anno  Domini  1748= 
by  order  of  the  Commitee 

Joshua  Dodge  Precinct  Clerk 

At  a Meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  Ihabitants  of  the 
Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly  on  the  first  Day  of  September 
1748  = Deeon  John  Conant  wasi  voted  and  Chosen  Moderator 
of  sd  Meeting — The  Commitee  then  made  Report  that  they 
had  bought  twelve  thousand  of  Shingle  which  Came  to  Seventy 
Eight  pound  old  tennor  the  first  Caust  but  they  Could  not 
get  such  Clabbort  as  would  sute  and  it  Was  voted  to  allowT 
to  Cap1  Leach,  and  to  Ensign  Herrick  four  pound  apiece  olde 
tennor  for  their  trouble  in  going  to  buy  the  shingle  afore  said 
Voted  that  Decon  John  Conant  Cap1  John  Leach  and  Mr  Ben- 
jamin Raymond  were  Chosen  A Commitee  to  agree  with  some 
perso  or  persons  to  do  the  Work  in  Repareing  the  Meeting 
house  and  to  take  Care  and  see  the  work  w* ell  done 
Orders  Septemr  = the  first  Day  = 1748  = then  Order 
was  given  to  m1^  John  Herrick  to  Draw  out  of  the  Treasury 
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the  sum  of  Twenty  and  six  pound  and  seventeen  shillings= 
£ 19  = 10  — 0 of  sd  money  was  for  the  first  Caust  of  said 
shingle  and  Six  = 6 — 0 — 0 was  for  the  hailing  of  said  shingle 
and  for  the  other  Charges  — 1—7=0 

septemr  the  first  Day— ~1748=then  order  was  given  to  the 
Treasurer  to  pay  unto  Cap1  John  Leach  thirteen  shillings= 
by  order  of  the  commitee 

Joshua  Dodge  Prec,t  Clerk 
March  ye  1st:  1748:  Order  was  given  to  ye  Treasu1*  to  pay 
unto  Collect  r William  Trask  £ 0:  ls0:0d  and  to  Collecter  Jon- 
athan Baker  0:10  :0 

Warrent  = March  ye  = l1  — 1748= 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly  Qualli- 
fyed  to  Vote  in  Publick  Affairs,  are  hereby  Notifyed  to  as- 
semble themselves  and  meet  together  at  the  Publick  Meeting 
hous  in  sd  Precinct  on  Wednesday  the  Eighth  Day  of  March 
Instant  at  one  of  the  Clock  afternoon,  then  and  there  to  Make 
Choice  of  all  such  Parrish  Officers  as  may  be  needful  for  the 
year  Ensuing  and  to  agree  upon  and  Grant  what  sum  of 
Money  to  Raiis  for  the  support  of  the  Revernd  mr  John  Chip- 
man  in  the  Work  of  the  Ministry  for  the  year  Ensuing,  or  if 
they  shall  see  Cause  to  Chuse  a Commitee  to  treet  with  mr 
Chipman  to  know  what  will  bee  sufficient  for  his  support  Res- 
pecting his  sallery,  and  to  see  whither  the  People  will  give 
order  or  Consent  to  pay  to  mr  Chipman  the  sum  of  Twenty 
pounds  old  tennor  upon  his  giving  a Receipt  in  full  for  his 
sallery  for  the  year  = Anno  Domini  = 1747 

Dated  at  the  Precinct  of  Salem  & Beverly  ye  first  Day  of 
March  Anno  Domini  1748  by  Order  of  ve  Commitee  : Joshua 
Dodge  PreQt  Clerk 

March  ye  8th  = 1748  = then  Reckd,  with  mr  George  Ray- 
mond Treasur  for  what  was  in  his  hands  of  the  four  lists  for 
the  year  = A = Domini  — 1747  — Recevd  by  mr  Chipmans 
Receipt  £ 21  =15=10  Yi  payed  to  mr  John  Herrick  for 
shingles  26 — 17 — 0 to  Cap1  Leach  0 — 13 — 6 to  mr  John  Herrick 
for  work  at  ye  Meeting  hous  0 — 5 — 0 to  mr  J ohn  Herrick  for 
going  for  ye  shingle  0 — 5 — 0 to  mr  William  Trow  for  ye  mend- 
ing the  Meeting  house  glass  for  ye  year  1747  — 2 — 15 — 0V4  ye 
wido  Elizebeth  Trow  for  ye  Commitees  Ex  ence  for  ye  year 
1747  — 3 — 1 — 6/2  y*  wido  Eluent  for  takeing  Care  of  the 
Meeting  house  for  ye  year  1747  2 — 0 — 0 to  the  Treasurer  for 
his  service  for  ye  year  1747  — 0 — 6 — 4 to  William  Trask  for 
Collecting  the  two  Lists  for  ye  year  1747  — 0 — 10 — 0 to  Jona- 
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than  Baker  for  Collecting  ye  two  Lists  for  ye  year  1747 — 0 — 10 
— 0 and  by  abatements  — 2 — 19 — 6 and  there  Remains  in  the 
Treasurs  hands  for  ye  Lists  for  the  year  — 1747— 18--13=5 

At  A Meeting  of  the  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  legally 
warned,  and  assembled  on  the  Eighth  Day  of  March=Anno 
Domini  One  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Forty  and  Eighth 
=mr  John  Balch  was  Voted  and  Chosen  Moderator  of  sd 
Meeting — at  the  same  Meeting  Deacon  John  Conant  Cap1  John 
Leach  and  Decn  Joshua  Dodge  weare  Chosen  a Commitee  to 
Manage  the  affairs  of  sd  Preot  for  the  year  Ensuing,  the  a bove 
sd  Commitee  weare  Chosen  assessors  and  Deac11  Joshua  Dodge 
was  chosen  Clerk,  and  mr  George  Raymond  was  Chosen  Trea- 
surer and  mr  Joshua  Dodge  ye  2d  was  Chosen  Collector  for 
Beverly  part  of  sd  Prec1  and  Josiah  Trow  was  Chosen  Collec- 
tor for  Salem  part  of  the  Prec1  all  for  the  year  Ensuing  — 
and  it  was  then  Voted  to  give  one  penny  on  the  pound  to  ve 
Treasurer  for  his  service  as  wee  had  given  him  before  for  his 
taking  in  and  paying  out  the  money  — It  was  then  Voted 
that  they  would  Raise  the  Sum  of  one  Hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds  New  tennor  Bills  of  Credit  for  the  support  of  mr  Chip- 
man  the  work  of  the  Ministry  for  yel  year  Ensuing  to  be 
levyed  and  assessed  on  the  Inhabitants  and  Estates  of  said 
Precinct  for  ye  year  Ensuing  — and  allso  it  was  voted  that 
theyr  should  bee  Twenty  pounds  olde  tennor  payed  to  mr 
Chipman  out  of  the  Parrish  Treasury  provided  that  mr  Chip- 
man  gives  a Receipt  in  full  for  his  salery  for  the  year  anno 
Domini=1747 

March  ye  8=1748=then  mr  Joshua  Dodge  ye  2d  and 
Josiah  Trow  were  sworn  to  the  faithfull  Discharg  of  the  Col- 
lector8 office  for  the  year  Ensuing 

March  ye  8—  1748=then  ye  following  orders  were  given 
to  ye  Treasurer  for  to  pay  out  to  y'e  several  person  named 
to  Mrs  Mary  Fluent  for  taking  Care  of  the  Meeting  house 
for  ye  year  1748  the  sum  of  two  pounds  out  of  the  Money  that 
is  in  your  hands  Dated  at  the  Precit  of  Salem  and  Beverly  the 
Eighth  Day  of  March  — anno  Domini  = 1748  and  to  mrs 
Trow  for  ye  Commitees  Expenc  for  the  year  1748=4 — 0 — 0 
and  mr  J ohn  Herrick  for  work  about  ye  t arret  of  ye  Meeting 
bousei  0-5-0  to  Joshua  Dodge  for  paper  for  y‘e  parrishes  Vse 
and  work  abut  ye  Meeting  house  0 — 5 — 0 order  To  mr  Chip- 
man  five  pounds 

June  yei  14th=1749=then  ye  Commitee  allowed  the  Sum 
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of  five  shillings  to  Collect1*  Josiah  Batchelder  for  his  service 
for  ye  year  1748  and  abated  on  his  List  that  was  miscast  0 — 
5 — 0 and  five  shilling  more  was  then  allowed  to  Collect1*  Amos 
Dodge  for  his  service  for  y*  year  1748 

The  Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  June  the  14th=1749 
An  Accompt  of  the  Money  Levyed  and  assessed  on  the  Inhab- 
itants and  Estates  of  sd  Prec*  Being  two  lists  of  as- 
sessment made  and  givenen  out  with  Warrents  to  Collect 
the  same  Viz  to  Collector  Josiah  Trow  his  List  £ 71 — 18 — 1 
and  to  Collector  Joshua  Dodge  ye  2d  85 — 15 — 10  The  whole 
sums  amounting  to  157 — 13 — 11  out  of  which  sum  or  sums 
there  is  an  order  given  to  mr/  George  Raymond  Treasur  of  sd 
Prect  to  Demand  and  Receive  the  sd  sum  and  sums  of  the 
above  sd  Collectors  and  to  pay  unto  the  Reverd  mr  John  Chip- 
man  the  sum  of  one  Hundred  and  fifty  pounds  the  one  half 
part  to  be  payed  on  or  before  the  first  Day  of  September 
next  Ensuing  and  the  other  half  part  to  be  payed  on  or  before 
the  first  Day  of  March  next  Ensuing  the  Date  hereof  to  be 
payed  to  the  Reverend  mr  Chipman  for  his  service  in  ye  Min- 
istry for  the  year  AD  1749 

December  6 — 1749  = then  there  were  orders  given  to  mr 
Treasurer  Raymond  to  pay  unto  Capt  John  Leach  the  sum  of 
seven  pounds  & fifteen  shillings  for  ye  Clabbord  for  ye  Meet- 
ing House  and  unto  mr  Benjamin  Raymond  the  sum  of  four 
pounds  and  ten  shillings  for  bord®,  for  ye  Repairing  of  ye 
Meeting  House 

March  13=1749=  then  there  was  allowed  to  ye  Treasurer 
for  his  service  for  ye  year  1748  = 0 — 14 — 8 new  tennor 

March  ye  13th  1749  = Then  the  Commitee  Reckned  with 
mr  George  Raymond  Treasurer  for  the  two  Lists  for  the  year 
1748  andi  allso  for  what  was  Due  to  the  Prec*  at  ye  Last 
Reckning  and  there  Remains  Due  to  the  Prec*  8 — 4 — 8 

George  Raymond  Prect  Treasurer 
The  Warrent  = March  ye  9th  = 1749 
The  Freeholders  and  Others  Inhabitants  of  the  Prect  of  Salem 
and  Beverly  are  hereby  Notifyed  to  assemble  themselves  at 
the  Publick  Meeting  House’  in  sd  Prec*  on  Munday  the  Nine- 
teenth Day  of  this  Instant  March  at  one  of  the  Clock 
after  noon  to  Make  Choice  of  Parrish  Officers  and  to  agree 
upon  what  and  how  much  money  they  will  Rais  to  pay  the 
Reverent  mr  Chipmans  sallery  and  for  the  growing  Charges 
of  sd  Prect  for  the  year  Ensuing  = and  allso  to  Make  Choice 
of  a Committy  to  New  seat  or  Move  forward  some  Persons  in 
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sd  Meeting  House  if  it  be  thought  to  be  Needfull  = Dated  at 
ye  Prec*  of  Salem  and  Beverly  ye  Ninth  Day  of  March  = 
anno  Domini  1749  by  order  of  y*  assessors  Joshua  Dodge 

Pred  Clerk 

At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Pred  of  Salem  and 
Beverly  Reguarly  assembled  on  the  Ninteenth  Day  of  March= 
anno  Domini  1749  mr  John  Balch  was  Chosen  Moderator  — 
and  Capt  John  Leach  and  mr  Nathanael  Brown  and  mr  Rob- 
ert Meachem  were  then  Chosen  a Commitee  to  Manage  the 
Prudential  affairs  of  sd  Pred  and  the  afore  sd  Commitee  were 
then  Chosen  assessors  for  sd  Pred  and  mr  Robert  Meachem 
was  Chosen  Clerk  — and  mr  Jonathan  Batchelder  was  Chosen 
one  of  the  Collectors  and  mr  William  Dodge  was  Chosen  A 
Collector  for  Beverly  part  of  sd  Precct  — and  mr  George 
Raymond  was  Chosen  Treasurer  for  sd  Pred  and  voted  to  ye 
Treasurer  one  penny  on  ye  pound  for  his  service  — and  Dea- 
con John  Conant  and  mr  Joseph  Creesy  and  mr  Benjamin 
Brown  weare  Chosen  A Commitee  for  to  seat  or  Move  for- 
ward some  persons  in  sd  Meeting  House  and  then  the  Meeting 
was  ajourned  unto  Tuesday  first  Tues  Day  of  June  Next  En- 
suing at  three  of  the  Clock  after  noon 

At  the  prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  march  the  19th  1749 
Cap^  John  Leach  and  mr  Nathaniel  Brown  and  Robert  mea- 
cham  took  the  oath  of  assessors  and  Robert  meacham  took 
the  oath  of  a dark  for  the  year  Ensueing 

march  the  19  — 1749  then  mr  George  Raymond  took  the 
oath  of  a Treasurer  for  the  year  Ensueing  and  mr  Jonathan 
Batchelder  took  the  oath  of  a Collector  for  the  year  Ensueing 
June  the  fifth  1750  then  william  Doge  the  oath  of  a Co- 
lector for  the  present  year 

March  y e 19 — 1749  then  order  was  Given  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  mr  Fluent  the  sum  of  tow  pounds  — and  at  the  same 
time  to  pay  unto  mrs  Trow  2 — 14 — 9 

At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitance  of  the  prect  of  Salem  and 
Beverly  by  ajournment  from  the  nineteenth  of  march  A D 
1749  to  the  fifth  day  of  June  A D 1750  then  Voted  to  Raise 
the  sum  of  Eighty  pound  Lawfull  money  or  paper  bills  Aqui- 
velent  there  unto  on  the  polls  and  Estates  of  the  Inhab- 
itance of  sd  prect  for  the  suporte  of  the  Revernd  mT  Chipman 
in  the  work  of  the  ministrey  of  the  present  year  at  the  same 
meeting  Voted  to  Raise  the  sum  of  four  pounds  Lawfull  money 
or  paper  bills  Equivlent  thereunto  for  the  Growing  charges 
of  sd  prect 
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June  the  fifth  1750  then  an  order  was  given  to  the  Trea- 
surer George  Raymond  to  pay  unto  Joshua  Dodge  2d  the  sum 
of  ten  shillings  and  Eight  pence  for  his  service  of  his  collect- 
ing and  Three  pence  for  smithing  for  the  meeting  house 

The  warent 

These  are  to  warn  and  Give  Notice  to  the  Freeholders  and 
Inhabitance  of  the  prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  that  they 
Assemble  them  selves  and  meet  togather  at  the  publick  meet- 
ing house  in  sd  prect  on  tusday  the  fifth  day  of  June  next 
Ensueing  at  one  of  the  Clock  in  the  after  noon 

1 to  see  if  they  will  comply  with  the  offer  of  mr  Robert  Hooper 
Esqr  to  build  a steeple  and  in  purchesing  of  a bell  for  sd 
meeting  house 

2 to  see  if  they  will  pull  down  the  old  turat  of  sd  meeting 
house  and  build  a new  one 

3 to  do  what  they  shall  think  most  proper  towards  further  Re- 
pairing of  the  meeting  house  as  they  shall  think  fit 

4 to  Raise  money  if  they  think  proper  Dated  at  the  prect  of 
Salem  and  Beverly  the  21  Day  of  May  A.  D 1750  by  order  of 
the  Comitee 

Robert  Meachem  prect  Clark 

at  a meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitance  of  the 
prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  Reguarly  warned  and  assembled 
on  the  fifth  day  of  June  A.D  1750  then  mr  John  Balch  was 
chosen  moderator  of  sd  meeting 

July  ye  17/1750  then  Cap1  John  Leech  and  mr  Natha 
Brown  and  Robert  meacham  ware  sworn  to  the  faith  full  dis- 
charge of  their  office  as  assessors 

at  a meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitance  of  the 
prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  held  by  ajournment  from  the  fifth 
day  of  June  A:D  1750  to  the  Eighteenth  of  June  Instant  at 
tow  of  the  Clock  in  the  after  noon  1 then  Voted  to  pull  down 
the  old  turet  of  the  meeting  house 

2 then  voted  that  the  former  comitee  that  was  chosen 
to  over  see  to  the  Repairing  of  the  meeting  house  are  Impow- 
ered  to  make  new  window  frames  and  Casments  to  the  fore 
side  of  the  meeting  house  and  to  mend  the  others  if  they  shall 
think  it  needfull 

at  the  same  meeting  Doct  Benja  Jones  and  mr  Benja  Raymond 
and  mr  Josiah  Batchelder  ware:  Chosen  a comitee  to  go  about 
and  see  what  people  will  subscribe  to  wards  the  building  a 
steeple  and  purchesing  a bell  for  sd  meeting  house  at  the  same 
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time  the  meeting  was  ajourned  untill  the  2d  day  of  July  next 
Ensuing  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  after  noon 

At  a meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitance  of  the 
prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  held  by  a.journment  from  the 
Eighteenth  of  June  A:D  1750  to  the  2d  day  of  July  A:D  1750 
at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  after  noon  then  Voted 
that  the  meeting  should  be  ajourned 

2 Voted  to  Raise  the  sum  of  six  pounds  on  the  Inhabitance 
of  sd  prect  Lawfull  money  for  the  Repairing  of  the  meeting 
house  nad  then  the  meeting  was  ajouned  until  the  first  day 
of  September  next  at  tow  of  the  Clock  in  the  after  noon 
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John  Creesy 

| 4-  9 

2- 

1-  9 

8-  6 

Nathan  Creesy 

| 4-  9 

1-  0 

5-  9 

Job  Creesy 

4-  9 | 

8-  6 

2-  6 

15-  9 

Joseph  Creesy 

4-  9 | 

8-  8 

4-  9 

18-  2 

Noah  Creesy 

4-  9 | 

10-  8 

4-10 

1-  0-  3 

Benja  Creesy 

4-  9 | 

13- 

O-  1 1 

1-  3-  2 

Benja  Creesy  Jur 

| 4-  9 

| 

2 

4-10 

Jonatha  Hayward 

I 4-9 

| 

1 

4-10 

Rufus  Herrick 

1 4-9| 

6-10 

4-  9 

16-  4 

ye  wid°  sarah  Herrick  | 

4-  9 | 

6-10 

4-  9 

16-  4 

Cap1  John  Leach  \ 

14-  3 |i 

1-  2-  6 

13-  4 | 

2-10-  1 

sam11  Leach 

4-  9 | 

1-15-  0 

1-  0-  8 

3-  0-  5 

Richard  Leach 

9-  6 | 

5-  8 

1-  8 

16-10 

John  Leach  Jur 

4-  9 | 

1-  4 

6-  1 
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Ezra  Trask  | 4- 

William  Green  | 4- 

lsraell  Green  | 4- 

William  Porter  Jur  for  land 
ye  wid°  Anna  Preston  and 


her  Daughters 
Thomjas  Preston 


4- 

4- 


6-  | 

1-10 

| 12-  7 

6-  9 | 

2-  8 | 

14-  2 

6-  8 | 

2-  6 

1 13-11 

1 

2-  3 

4-  4 | 

0-10  | 

0-  9-11 

0-  7 | 

1 

0-  8 I 

0-  6-  0 

L 

1-  3 | 

0 

1 

1-  0-  7 

2-11  | 

0-6-3| 

1-  8-  8 

1-  4 | 

0-2-6| 

1-  3-  4 

5-  7 I 

1-11 

0-12-  3 

4-  I 

1-  3 

0-10-  0 

6-  3 | 

3-  2 

0-14-  2 

7-  2 | 

3-  3 

0-15-  2 

.2-  6 I 

6-  2 

1-  3-  5 

.2-11  j 

13-  4 

1-16-  3 

Thomas  Preston  for  the  wido  luls  land 
ye  wido  Jean  Rea  | 4-  9 

samuel  woodbury 
samuel  Woodbery  Jur  9-6 
Will  jam  Woodbury  0-  9-  6 

Will  jam  Woodbury  Jur 
Robert  meacahm  | 4-  9 

Joshiah  Trow  | 4-  9 

Joshiah  Trask  | 4-  9 

Benjamin  Trask  | 4-  9 

Ebenezer  Trask  | 4-  9 

Will  jam  Brown  Esq1!  | 

Joseph  mils  | 4-  9 | 

Wiliam  Cresy  | 4-  9 | 

Benjamin  Creesy  for  Comings  land 
Nehemiah  Smith  for  land 
Isarel  Andrew  for  land 
ye  Heirs  of  daniel  andrew  for  land 
John  Jacobs  for  land 
John  Waters  for  land 
Joseph  Jacobs  for  land 
Bartholemew  Brown 
Isaac  Dodge  of  wenham  for  land 
Samuel  Dodge  for  Judg  lendal 
Josiah  Herrick  of  wenham  for  land 
Beniamin  Kimble  of  wenham  for  land 
amos  Buxton  land 
Benj  porter  | 4-  9 | 

The  werent  for  gathering  the  List  of  Rates  for  salem  part 
of  the  prect  of  salemi  and  Beverly  for  the  suport  of  the  Reu- 
erend  mr  John  chipman  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  for  the 
year  A Domini  1750 

To  Jonathan  Batchelder  one  of  the  Collectors  of  the  Pre- 
cinct of  salem  and  beverly  Greeting  In  his  majestys  name  you 
are  Requred  to  Levy  and  Collect  of  the  several  persons  named 
in  the  List  herewith  Comited  unto  you  Each  one  his  Respec- 


4-  9 
4-  9 
1-  7 
1-  2 
0-  0-11 
0-  0-  9 
6- 

0-  6- 
0-  1- 
0- 

0-  2- 
0-  0- 
14-7 
0-10 
6 

4-11 


0 
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tive  proportion  therein,  seet  down  of  the  sum  Total  of  such 
list  being  a tax  or  assessment  granted  and  agreed  upon  by  the 
Inhabitance  of  sd  precinct  for  the  payment  of  the  Revernd  mr 
John  Chipmans  sallery  for  this  present  year  and  to  Defray 
the  other  necesary  charges  ariseing  within  the  same  and  to 
Deliver  and  pay  in  the  sum  and  sums  which  you  shall  so  Levy 
and  colect  unto  George  Raymond  Treasurer  of  sd  precinct  the 

sum  total  of  sd  List  being the  one  half  of  sd  sum  to 

be  paid  in  to  sd  Treasuer  before'  the  first  day  of  September 
next  Ensuing  the  Date  hereof  the  other  half  of  sd  sum  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  march  next  coming  after  the  Date  here- 
of and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  Neglect  or  Refuse  to  make 
payment  of  the  sum  or  sums  whereat  he  or  they  are  Respec- 
tively assessed  and  set  in  the  sd  list  to  Distrein  the  goods  and 
Chattels  of  such  person  or  persons  to  the  value  thereof  and  the 
distres  or  Distresses  so  taken  to  keep  by  the  space  of  four  days 
at  the  cost  of  the  oner  and  if  the  owner  do  not  pay  the  sum 
or  sums  of  money  so  assessed  upon  him  with  the  sd  four  days 
then  the  sd  Distres  or  Distresses  so  taken  you  are  to  Expose 
and  openly  sell  at  an  out  cry  for  payment  of  the  sd  money 
and  charge  Notice  of  such  sale  being  posted  up  or1  in  some 
publick  place  with  in  the  same  town  twenty  four  hours  before 
hand  and  the  ouer  plus  coming  by1'  the  sd  sale  if  any  beside 
the  sum  or  sums  of  the  assessment  and  the  charge  of  takeing 
and  keeping  of  the  Distres  or  Distsesses  to  be  imediatly  Re- 
st or  d to  the  owner  and  for  want  of  goods  or  Chattels  where 
on  to  make  Distres  and  Distressee  you  are  to  seise  the  body 
or  bodys  of  the  person  or  persons  so  Refuseing  and  him  or 
them  commite  unto  the  common  goal  of  sd  County  their  to 
Remain  until  he  or  they  pay;  and  satisfie  the  several  sum  or 
sums  where  at  they  are  Respectively  assessed  as  afore  sd  un- 
les  upon  application  made  to  the  Court  of  genrael  sessions  of 
the  peace  the  sums  or  any  part  there  of  shall  be  abated  Dated 
at  the  precinct  of  Salem  and  beverly  the  27/  Day  of  July  In 
the  24  year  of  his  majestys  Reing  A.  D 1750 

John  Leech 
Robert  meacham 
Nathe  Brown 

The  warent  for  gathering  the  List  of  Rates  for  beverly  part 
of  the  prect  for  the  support  of  the  Reverend  mr  John  Chip- 
man  in  the  work  of  the  ministery  for  the  year  Anno  Domini 
1750  Esex  sel  To  mr  William  Dodge  one  of  the  Collectors 
of  the  prec*  of  salem  and  beverly  Greeting  In  his  majestyes 
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name  you  are  Required  to  Levy  and  Collect  of  the  several  per- 
sons named  in  the  List  herewith  commited  unto  you  each  one 
his  Respective  proportion  herein  set  Down  of  the  sum  total 
of  such  List  being  a tax  or  assessment  granted  and  agreed 
upon  by  the  Inhabitance  of  sd  precfc  for  the  payment  of  the 
Reverndi  mr  John  Chipmans  sallrey  in  the  work;  of  the  minis- 
try for  the'  year  Anno  Domini  1750  and  to  Deliver  and  pay 
in  the  sum  or  sums  which  you,  shall  so  Levy  and  Collect  unto 
George  Raymond  Treasurer  of  sd  prec^  and  to  compleat  and 
make  up  an  aceoumpt  of  the  whole  of  your  Collection  in  man- 
ner as  foloeth  viz  the  one  half  of  your  Collections  to  be  paid 
in  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  Next;  Ensueing  the 
Date  hereof  and  the  other  half  part  of  sd  sum  or  sums  which 
you  Collect  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  march  Next  Coming 
after  the  Date  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  Neglect  or 
Refuse  to  make  payment  of  the  sum  or  sums  where  at  he  or 
they'  are  Respectively  assest  and  set  in  the  sd  List  to  Dis- 
trein  the  goods  and  chatels  of  such  person!  or1  persons  to  the 
value  theirof  and  the  distress  or  Distreeses  so  taken  to  keep 
by  the  space  of  four  Days  at  the  cost  and  charge  of  the  owner 
and  if  the  owner  do  not  pay  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  so 
assessed  upon  him  whithin  the  sd  four  Days  then  the  sd  Dis- 
tress or  Distresses  so  taken  you  are  to  Expose  and  openly  sell 
at  an  out  cry  for  payment  of  the  sd  money  and  charge  Notice 
of  such  sale  being  posted  up  in  some  publick  place  within  the 
same  prec*  twenty  four  hours  before  hand  and  the  ouer  plus 
coming  by'  the  sd  sale  if  any  there  be  besides  the  sum  or  sums 
of  the  assessment  and  the  Charges  of  takening  and  keeping  of 
the  Distress  or  Distresses^  to  be  imeadiately  Restored  to  the 
owner  and  for  want  of  goods  or  chattels  where  unto  to  make 
Distress  and  Distresses  you  are  to  seise  the  body  or 
bodys  of  the  person  or  persons  so  Refusing  and  him  or  them 
commit  unto  the  common  goal  of  the  sd  county  there  to  Re- 
main untill  he  or  they  pay  and  satisfie  the  several  sum  or  sums 
where  at  they  are  Respectively  assessed  as  afore  sd  unless 
upon  application  made  to  the  court  ofl  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  the  same)  or  any,  part  thereof  shall  be  abated  Dated 
at  the  prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  the  27  Day  of  July  In  the 
24th  year  of  his  majestes  Reing  A:D  1750 

John  Leech 

Robert  meacham  Assers 
Natha  Brown 
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Freeborn  Balch 

4-  9 

4-  7 

| 2-  6 

0-11-10 

Freeborn  Balch  Jur 

4-  9 

1 

1 1 

0-  5-  9 

John  Balch 

4-  9 

6-  11 

3-  7 

0-15-  3 

Samuel  Balch 

4-  9 

2-  4 

1-  3 

0-  8-  4 

Israel  Balch 

14-  3 

2- 

1-  3 

17-  6 

Joshua  Balch 

4-  9 

3 

5-  0 

Caleb  Balch 

9-  6 

14-  2 

10-  9 

1-14-  3 

Nathanel  Brown 

4-  9 

7-  6 

3-  6 

0-15-  9 

John  Conant 

9-  6 

11-  4 

8-  6 

0-  9-  4 

John  Conant  Jur 

4-  9 

2- 

1-  5 

0-  8-  2 

Samuell  Conant 

4-  9 | 

1 

8 

0-  5-  5 

Daniel  Conant 

1 9-  6 

I 11-  9 | 10-  9 

1-11-  0 

Daniel  Conant  Jur 

| 4-  9 

| 

| 1-  3 

0-  6-  0 

Natha  Conant 

4-  9 

2 

4-11 

mathew  Coy 

4-  9 

2 

4-11 

am  os  Dodge 

4-  9 

6-  2 

9-  4 

1-  0-  3 

Jonathan  Dodge 

4-  9 

2-10 

2-  2 

0-  9-  9 

William  Dodge 

4-  9 

9-  5 

5-  8 

0-19-10 

John  Dodge 

4-  9 

11-  9 

7-  8 

1-  4-  2 

Jonathan  Dodge  ye  2d 

4-  9 

5-  9 

4-11 

0-15-  6 

Jonathan  Dodge  ye  3d 

4-  9 

2- 

0-  6-  9 

Jonathan  Dodge  ye  4th 

4-  9 

1-  5 

4-  3 

0-10-  5 

Edward  Dodge 

9-  6 

6- 

3-10 

0-19-  4 

mark  Dodge 

4-  9 

7-  1 

4-10 

0-16-  8 

mark  Dodge  Jur 

4-  9 

1-  3 

0-  6-  0 

Robert  Dodge  ye  2d 

4-  9 

6-  1 

3-  6 

0-14-  4 

Benja  Dodge 

9-  6 

3- 

1- 

0-13-  6 

Benja  Dodge  Jur 

4-  9 | 

I 

8 

0-  5-  5 

Jonah  Dodge 

4-  9 | 

| 4-  9 

3-  6 

0-13-  0 

Jacob  Dodge 

4-  9 | 

5-  8 

3-  9 

0-14-  2 

Elisha  Dodge 

4-  9 | 

| 9-  5 

5-  1 

0-19-  3 

Elisha  Dodge  Jur 

4-  9 

| 

1-  5 

0-  6-  2 

Natha  Dodge 

4-  9 

1- 

1-  4 

0-  7-  1 

Joshua  Dodge 

4-  9 

11-  4 

6-11  | 

1-  3-  0 

Joshua  Dodge  Jur 

4-  9 

4-11 

2-10  [ 

0-12-  6 

George  Dodge 

4-  9 

| 

8 I 

0-  5-  5 

Robert  Dodge 

4-  9 

3-  8 

2-  0 | 

0-10-  5 

Caleb  Dodge 

9-  6 

8-  0 

2-  9 | 

1-  0-  3 

Robert  Dodge  ye  3d 

9-  6 

3-  8 

2-10  | 

0-16-  0 

Peter  Dodge 

4-  9 

3-  2 

i-  5 

0-  9-  4 

John  Fluent 

4-  9 

| 

7 1 

0-  5-  4 

John  Herrick 

9-  6 

9-  2 1 

5-  8 | 

1-  4-  4 

John  Herrick  Jur 

4-  9 | 

1 

1 

0-  4-  9 
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James  meacham 

4-  9 

9- 

| 8-  5 

Benja  meachem 

4-  9 

1 

Nattan  Raymond 

14-  3 

5-  9 

4-  0 

David  Raymond 

4-  9 

3-  9 

2-  3 

Benja  Raymond 

4-  9 

12-  3 

11-  5 

Benja  Raymond  Jur 

4-  9 

1 

George  Raymond 

4-  9 

5-  3 

| 4-  0 

ye  wido  J oanna  Raymond 

and  Edward  Raymond 

4-  9 

| 1-  3 

15-  3 

Philip  Sprages 

| 4-  9 

1 9 

4 

Peter  Shaw 

| 9-  6 

1-  9 

4-  6 

ye  wido  Elisabeth  Trow 

1 

2-  3 

1-  5 

George  Trow 

4-  9 

1 

2 

Willja  Trask 

4-  9 

6-10 

3-  5 

Peter  woodbury 

9-  6 

11-  4 

8-  6 

Josiah  Woodbury 
ye  wido 

4-  9 

5-  4 

2-10 

Lida  Woodbury 
Doct  Benja  Jones 

1 

3-10 

2-  7 

| 4-  9 

7- 

5-  9 

Joshua  Rea 

| 4-  9 

4-  9 

1-  6 

Zacheriah  Herrick 

4-  9 | 

5-  1 | 

11 

Coole  Smith 

1 4-  9 | 

10-  6 | 

9-  2 

Jacob  Este  ; 

4-  9 | 

7-  | 

1 7- 

Nicholis  Dodge 

| 4-  9 

1 

1 2 

J ames  Batchelder  j 

4-  9 1 

1 

Samuel  Woodbury  Jur| 

4-  9 | 

1-11  | 

2-  8 

John  Louet  for  land 

ye  wido  Abigail  Conant  for  land 

William  Eliot  for  land 

William  Herrick  for  land 

Cap*  Henery  Herrick  for  land 

William  Gage  for  land 

Benj  Edwards  of  wenham  for  land 

Joshua  Herrick  for  land 

James  Kembel  of  wenham  for  land 

abraham  Kembel  of  wenham  for  land 

Richard  Dodge  of  wenham  for  land 

Samuel  Trask  for  land 

Benja  Trask  for  land 

Edward  Trask  for  land 

Samuel  Tarbox  of  wenham  for  land 

ye  wido  mary  Cue  of  wenham  for  land 

John  Rea  for  Hayward  land 


1-  2-  2 

0- 4-9 

1-  4-  0 

0- 10-  9 

1-  8-  5 
0-  4-  9 
0-14-  0 

2-  3-  0 
0-  5-10 
0-15-  9 
0-  3-  8 
0-  4-11 

0- 15-  0 

1-  9-  4 
0-12-11 

0-  6-  5 
0-17-  6 
0-11-  0 

0- 10-  9 

1-  4-  5 
0-18-  9 
0-  4-11 
0-  4-  9 
0-  9-  4 
0-  6-  7 
0-  4-  0 
0-  2-  0 
0-  3-  4 
0-18-  4 
0-  0-  5 
0-  0-11 
0-  3-  2 
0-  3-  3 
0-  2-10 
0-  1-11 
0-  1-  0 
0-  0-  6 
0-  0-  6 
0-  1-  7 
0-  6-  6 
0-  0-  9 
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Caleb  Dodge  for  Reas  land 

Richard  Dodge  of  wenham  for  land 

ye  wido  anna  Batchelder 

Benja  Eliot  for  land 

ye  wido  Elisabeth  Stone  for  land 

John  Friend  of  wenham  for  land 

Benja  Edwards  Jnr  of  wenham  for  land 

Joshua  Dodge  Jur  for  ye  wido  Woodburys  land 

Joshua  Dodge  Jur  for  Raymond  land 

{To  be  continued) 


AUCTION  SALE 

To  be  sold  at  publick  Auction  by  the  subscriber  on  Monday 
the  10  day  of  April  next  at  1 o’clock  P.M.  a number  of  tuns 
of  english  & meadow  hay : — several  Cows,  & sheep  — a horse 
& chaise  — a quantity  of  salt  pork  — several  barrels  of  sider 
— one  bed  and  beding,  & sundry  other  articles  of  personal 
estate. 

Conditions  of  sale  will  be  made  known  at  the  time  of  sale. 
March  31^t,  1826  Jacob  Perkins 

— Danvers  Historical  Society 


0- 

3- 

0 

0- 

2- 
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0- 

0- 
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1- 
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1- 
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0- 

1- 

3 

0- 

3- 
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NECROLOGY 


Dr.  Clarence  0.  Hood  died  in  Beverly,  November  7,  1944 
at  the  age  of  81  years.  He  was  born  in  Danvers  in  1863  the 
son  of  William  0.  and  Martha  (Caldwell)  Hood.  He  grad- 
uated from  Holten  High  School,  Class  of  1882  and  from  Bos- 
ton Dental  College  in  1884. 

He1  began  his  practice  of  dentistry  in  Beverly  where  he  con- 
tinued his  profession  for  more  than  fifty  years.  In  1902  and 
1903  he  took  over  the  practice  of  Dr.  Charles  F.  Adams  at 
Franklin,  Germany,  so  the  latter  could  come  to  this  country 
for  vacations. 

Dr.  Hood  was  an  instructor  at  the  Boston  Dental  College 
for  many  years  and  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a past  presi- 
dent of  the  Northeastern  Dental  Society. 

He  was  a prominent  32d  degree  Mason  and  held  many 
offices  including  that  of  master  of  Amity  Lodge  of  Masons  in 
Danvers.  He  was  a trustee  of  Beverly  Savings  Bank  and 
Beverly  Hospital.  He  was  a member  of  several  dental 
associations  and  the  Unitarian  church  of  Beverly.  He  was 
also  an  honorary  member  of  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club.  Dr. 
Hood  had  been  a member  of  the  Danvers  Historical  Society 
for  many  years  and  was  much  interested  in  its  activities. 

Surviving  was  his  wife,  Abbie  (Richard)  Hood,  a son, 
Chauncey  R.  Hood  of  Andover  and  a daughter,  Mrs.  Richard 
C.  South  wick  of  Beverly  and  three  grandchildren.  His 
funeral  was  held  from  his  home  in  Beverly. 


Arthur  Fairfield  Gray  was  born  in  Beverly,  Mass.,  Jan- 
uary 9, 1855,  and  died  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  November  1, 1944. 

He  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children  born  to  Samuel  Fair- 
field  Gray  and  Abigail  Whitehouse  (Foster)  Gray. 

He  spent  his  boyhood  and  school  days  in  Danvers,  where 
his  father  conducted  a brick  yard  for  many  years.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  Holten  High  School  in  the  class  of  1870,  there 
being  fourteen  graduates  on  that  eventful  day.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note>  that  throughout  his  life  he  maintained  a friend- 
ship and  correspondence  with  one  of  his  schoolmates,  Ida  F. 
Herrick  (class  of  1872),  who  married  Nathan  Oakes  and  now 
lives  with  her  son  in  Harlingen,  Texas. 
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Mr.  Gray  became  a prominent  mill  architect  and  engineer, 
planning  and  supervising  the  construction  of  many  mills, 
manufacturing  plants,  foundries,  schools,  hospitals  and  li- 
braries throughout  New  England.  He  retired  from  business 
about  ten  years  ago. 

In  1884  Mr.  Gray  married,  in  Brockton,  Mass.,  Mabel  Stone, 
of  Hamburg,  Illinois,  who  passed  away  in  1931.  In  1893  they 
moved  to  Watertown,  Mass.,  where  he  was  active  in  civic 
affairs  through  the  years,  having  served  as  Library  Trustee, 
a member  of  the  School  Committee  for  twenty-one  years,  a 
Town  Meeting  Member,  as  well  as  on  various  other  committees 
from  time  to  time. 

Mr.  Gray  was  a member  of  Pequossette  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A. 
M. ; Watertown  Royal  Arch  Chapter;  and  Gethsemane  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar;  also  Genealogical  Clubs,  Histori- 
cal Socities,  and  IJniversalist  Church  Organizations. 

In  early  life  he  gathered  a large  collection  of  shells  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  during  the  latter  years  his  hobbies 
have  been  chiefly  his  extensive  library,  also  a collection  of 
some  8000  bookplates  from  both  this  country  and  abroad,  as 
well  as  an  intensive  study  of  genealogy. 

Mr.  Gray  is  survived  by  one  son,  Arthur  Harrison  Gray,  of 
Oakland,  California;  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Helen  Gray  Dehly, 
of  Rosemead,  California;  four  grandchildren  and  one  great- 
grandson.  Also  three  sisters — Mrs.  Rosa  Goldthwaite,  North- 
wood,  N.  H. ; Mrs.  Mabel  Richardson,  Seymour,  Indiana;  and 
Mrs.  Marion  Mackenzie,  of  Danvers. 

Funeral  services  for  Mr.  Gray  were  held  at  the  Storey 
Chapel,  Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery,  Cambridge,  Mass,  and  inter- 
ment was  in  the  family  lot  in  Walnut  Grove  Cemetery,  Dan- 
vers. 


Mrs.  Maud  (Kimball)  Nichols  died  in  Danvers,  March  10, 
1945  at  the  age  of  77  years.  She  was  born  in  Boston,  the 
daughter  of  George  H.  and  Sylvia  (Pitcher)  Kimball.  For 
many  years  she  lived  in  her  Grandmother  Pitcher’s  house  on 
Spring  Street  which  her  brother  and  she  inherited. 

On  September  7,  1918  she  married  Joshua  Ward  Nichols 
whom  she  survived.  She  left  no  descendant.  For  some  time 
she  was  a member  of  the  Historical  society  in  whose  work  she 
was  much  interested. 
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Funeral  was  held  from  the  Calvary  Episcopal  Church  and 
burial  was  in  the  Preston  Street  Cemetery. 

The  following  tribute  was  read  by  Charles  S.  Tapley  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Society: 

“With  the  death  of  Maud  Kimball  Nichols  there  passed  from 
this  life  a woman  long  connected  with  the  Danvers  Historical 
Society  whose  singularly  diversified  endowment  of  natural 
gifts  had  led  her  into  several  unrelated  fields  of  activity,  each 
of  which  she  adorned. 

By  turns  she  was  musician,  teacher,  homemaker  and  always 
a friend;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine  in  which 
direction  her  achievements  had  been  most  notable,  since  to 
each,  with  its  wholly  characterestic  duties  and  special  de- 
mands, she  brought  an  equipment  which  enabled  her  to  serve 
in  all  with  unusual  distinction. 

When  I first  knew  Miss  Kimball  she  was  teaching  in  Dana 
Hall  at  Wellesley,  and  spending  a portion  of  the  year  in  Dan- 
vers. 

From  her  experiences  as  a musician,  she  derived  not  only 
personal  pleasure,  but  also  diverting  memories  of  not  a few 
curious  notables  with  whom  she  came  in  contact,  whereof  it 
was  her  delight  to  relate  stories  in  much  later  years. 

Her  marriage  to  Joshua  Nichols  a true  lover  of  the  soil, 
brought  her  teaching  career  to  an  end,  and  her  devotion  to 
Mr.  Nichols  and  his  two  children,  Florence  and  John  gave  her 
much  happiness. 

Beautiful  things,  whether  in  nature  or  in  art,  appealed  to 
her  aesthetic  side. 

Her  home  on  Spring  Street,  gave  evidence  of  her  refined 
taste,  not  only  in  the  delightful  landscape,  but  also  in  the 
harmonious  furnishing  of  her  home. 

Mrs.  Nichols’  hospitality  was  perfect.  She  loved  her  church 
and  gave  expression  to  her  devotion  by  regular  attendance 
and  generous  support. 

The  serious  nature  of  her  illness  was  not  generally  known 
and  her  death  came  as  a great  shock  to  the  community. 

Words  can  no  more  describe  the  personality  of  a good 
woman  than  they  can  sound  a great  symphony  or  picture  a 
great  painting. 

There  are  characteristics  which  so  predominate  in  some  few 
among  us  as  to  -cause  some  word  or  phrase  to  leap  to  the  mind 
at  the  thought  of  them.  In  Mrs.  Nichols’  case  I think  the  in- 
stinctive thought  would  be  of  the  cultivated  gentlewoman. 
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The  tears  we  shed  are  not  for  her : our  grief  is  for  ourselves : 
The  loss  is  all  our  own. 

For  her — the  realization  of  her  belief. 

For  us — to  cruise  the  stormy  seas  alone.  * ’ 


Abbie  Ward  (Peterson)  Towne  passed  away  March  12, 
1945.  She  was  bom  July  7,  1862  in  Topsfield  in  the  old 
Towne — Peterson  homestead  on  Rowley  Bridge  Street,  daugh- 
ter of  John  A.  and  Cynthia  (Towne)  Peterson.  She  taught 
in  the  South  Side  School  in  Topsfield  until  her  marriage  in 
1887  to  George  Warren  Towne.  They  made  their  home  at 
Hummer  Academy  in  Byfield  where  Mr.  Towne  was  a teacher 
for  some  years.  Mrs.  Towne  also  taught  some  of  the  younger 
students  at  the  Academy  while  she  lived  there. 

When  Mr.  Towne  became  an  instructor  in  mathematics  at 
Salem  High  School,  they  moved  to  that  city.  Early  in  the 
1900 ’s,  they  purchased  the  Putnam — Philbriek  house  on  Maple 
Street  in  which  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Mrs.  Towne  was  always  much  interested  in  genealogy  and 
historical  subjects.  She  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  days 
of  Topsfield  Historical  Society,  contributing  many  articles  to 
its  magazine.  After  her  removal  to  Danvers,  she  took  an 
active  part  in  many  social  and  welfare  organizations. 

She  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Danvers  Visit- 
ing Nurse  Association  and  its  first  president ; one  of  a group 
who  were  instrumental  in  the  purchase  and  restoration  of  the 
Rebecca  Nurse  House ; the  first  woman  trustee  of  the  Hunt 
Memorial  Hospital  and  first  president  of  the  Hospital  Aid 
Association;  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  China  Class  of  the 
D.A.R.  and  an  authority  on  old  china  and  paisley  shawls. 

She  was  a charter  member  of  Danvers  Grange  and  first 
president  of  its  Ladies'  Auxiliary;  a former  member  of  the 
D.W.A. ; a member  of  the  Essex  Institute ; N.E.  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  Antiquities,  and  N.E.  Gen.  & Hist.  Society. 
Nearly  all  her  life  she  was  a member  of  the  Topsfield  Congre- 
gational church. 

She  served  the  Danvers  Historical  Society  as  Curator  and 
was  one  of  those  who  arranged  the  possessions  in  Memorial 
Hall  when  it  was  built.  During  her  many  years  of  member- 
ship, she  contributed  much  of  her  time  and  help  to  the  Society. 

Funeral  Services  were  held  at  the  Crosby  Funeral  Home, 
Rev.  Paul  S.  McElroy  officiating.  Burial  was  in  Pine  Grove 
Cemetery,  Topsfield.  A nephew,  Walter  A.  Peterson,  survives. 
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A MEMORIAL 
Mrs.  George  W.  Towne 

Unhurried,  and  without  ostentation  in  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  Topsfield,  the  body  of  Mrs.  Towne  was  borne  past  the  home 
she  loved,  so  well  to  its  rest.  Of  her  it  could  be  said,  ‘ ‘ If  you 
would  see  her  monument  look  around.”  Yet  no  sufficient 
monument  could  be  erected.  Bricks  and  mortar  and  stone  are 
only  minor  accessories  to  great  ends. 

The  true  record  of  Abbie  Towne ’s  life  can  never  be  compiled 
because  the  material  for  this  could,  only  be  found  in  the 
kindled  souls,  the  quickened  minds,  and  the  bigger  hearts  of 
people  who  knew  her. 

She  found  her  life’s  interest  in  being  of  tangible  benefit  to 
others  and  her  activity  in  the  management  of  The  Danvers 
Visiting  Nurse  Assocation  which  she  served  as  President  for 
many  years,  in  the  Hunt  Hospital  Aid  Association  which  she 
also  served  as  President,  and  as  the  first  woman  Trustee  of 
the  Hospital  was  as  conspicuous  as  her  interest  in  history  and 
genealogy. 

She  was  an  impressive  and  fluent  speaker  and  she  had  the 
faculty  of  inspiring  audiences  with  her  degree  of  enthusiasm. 

An  authority  on  Irish  poetry,  old  shawls,  antiques,  and  local 
history  her  mind  was  a veritable  storehouse.  She  gathered, 
classified  and  made  servicable  the  vast  riches  of  local  history. 
Scholars  found  their  way  to  her  easily.  In  her  company 
people  outgrew  the  limitations  of  their  natural  dimensions 
and  in  association  with  Mrs.  Towne  it  became  easy  to  visualize 
a world  of  increased  goodness  and  to  consecrate  one  self  to  the 
vision. 

Charles  S.  Tapley 


Mrs.  Josephine  Frances  Brown,  died  April  26,  1945  after 
a short  illness.  She  was  born  in  Boston  March  10,  1860,  the 
daughter  of  Dennis  and  Honora  Mahoney.  On  June  22,  1889 
she  was  married  to  Louis  Brown.  They  made  their  home  in 
Boston  until  they  came  to  Danvers  in  1896,  Mr.  Brown  taking 
over  the  management  of  the  old  Berry  Tavern,  ably  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Brown  in  dispensing  the  hospitality  that  people  remem- 
ber so  well.  In  1911  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  became  interested  in 
Moving  pictures  and  built  the  Orpheum  Theatre  on  what  was 
the  South  lawn  of  the  old  Berry  Tavern.  In  1926  this  build- 
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ing  was  destroyed  by  fire  but  the  Browns  immediately  built  a 
larger  and  finer  theatre  which  was  sold  by  Mrs.  Brown  just  a 
few  weeks  before  her  death.  In  1925  the  Browns  sold  the 
Berry  Tavern  property  and  retired  to  private  life  and  a well 
earned  rest.  Mrs.  Brown ’s  hobbies  were  collecting  interesting 
old  china,  glass  and  furniture  and  working  in  her  garden.  She 
had  “green  fingers”  and  everything  grew  for  her.  Her  first 
interest  was  always  her  home  and  she  was  a devoted  wife  and 
mother,  but  she  found  time  to  enjoy  the  meetings  of  the  Dan- 
vers Historical  Society,  the  Danvers  Women's  Association  and 
the  China  Class  of  the  D.A.R.  as  well  as  the  Essex  County  Re- 
publican Club.  She  leaves  three  daughters : Mrs.  Douglas  J. 
Hendrick  of  Ramsey,  New  Jersey,  Mrs.  Wallace  C.  Cook  of 
Danvers,  Mass,  and  Mrs.  Everett  R.  Alden  of  New  York.  Also 
three  grandchildren,  Joan  Cook,  Douglas  B.  Hendrick  and 
John  Alden. 
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By  Annette  Mudge  Pratt 


(. Bead  at  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  1945) 


Employing  sometimes  as  many  as  200  workmen,  the  E.  & A. 
Mudge  & Co.  of  Danvers  Centre  was  for  some  years  a thriving 
shoe  industry  in  that  part  of  the  town  now  called  Danvers 
Highlands.  In  that  locality  where  numerous  farms  existed, 
the  shoe  business  was  about  the  only  other  kind  of  work  to  be 
found.  Previous  to  the  building  of  the  larger  factories,  many 
people  had  one  of  the  small  shoe  shops  connected  with  their 
own  place  or  else  some  room  in  the  ell  was  used  for  the 
making  of  foot  wear. 

Even  some  of  the  farmers  had  the  little  shop,  where  dur- 
ing the  winter  period  when  farm  duties  were  not  so  numerous, 
benches  were  to  be  found  and  the  pegging  of  shoes  was  carried 
on  for  a number  of  months  each  year.  After  the  introduction 
of  machinery,  oftentimes  some  of  the  famers  or  their  hired 
hands  spent  a portion  of  the  colder  part  of  the  season  in  the 
shoe  factory. 

In  School  District  No.  5,  now  the  Highlands,  several  young 
men  began  manufacturing  shoes,  making  kinds  somewhat 
different  from  those  produced  in  other  localities  and  sold 
them  in  a different  manner.  They  would  take  them  to  Boston 
with  a horse  and  wagon  and  there  exchange  them  for  part 
cash  and  the  balance  in  leather.  This  furnished  them  with 
money  with  which  to  pay  workmen,  instead  of  orders.  The 
profits  were  very  small.  Because  of  this  method  of  distri- 
bution, some  of  the  manufacturers  in  other  parts  of  the  town 
sometimes  laughed  and  looked  down  at  these  men,  who  were 
spoken  of  as  the  “Brick-Meeting  House  Fellows”,  so-called 
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because  they  resided  near  and  attended  the  Brick  Church  in 
the  community.  Later  when  many  of  the  southern  notes 
came  back  protested  for  non-payment,  these  other  manufac- 
turers began  to  realize  that  those  “ Brick-Meeting  House 
Fellows”  were  really  better  off  than  themselves. 

In  1837  Mr.  Edwin  Mudge  at  the  early  age  of  19  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  shoes.  For  a short  time  an  older  brother 
Otis  was  connected  with  him.  In  1849  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  his  brother  Augustus;  in  1858  Mr.  Edward 
Hutchinson  was  admitted  to  the  firm  which  for  years  did  a 
thriving  business  as  the  E.  & A.  Mudge  & Co. 

Their  shop  was  located  on  the  lot  of  land  on  which  the 
house  of  Ralph  W.  Ferguson  is  now  situated,  just  east  of  the 
old  store  building  and  west  of  the  residence  of  the  Frank  T. 
Fergusons.  In  1854  another  building  was  erected  and  as  the 
business  expanded  larger  quarters  were  necessary. 

In  1872  a factory  125  x 33  was  built  close  by  at  a cost  of 
$30,000 ; it  was  most  thoroughly  equipped  with  labor  saving 
machines  and  as  soon  as  anything  new  in  that  line  was  devel- 
oped and  its  practical  use  demonstrated,  it  was  taken  into  the 
shop.  The  State  Agent  pronounced  it  the  best  appointed 
shoe  factory  he  had  visited. 

In  1875  a paper  called  “American  Progress”  published  an 
article  relative  to  the  manufacture  of  shoes.  It  spoke  of  the 
art  of  shoemaking  as  having  grown  from  a small  beginning  as 
a purely  hand  process  with  such  primitive  tools  as  the  hammer 
and  lap-stone,  to  one  of  the  grandest  industries  of  the  country. 
The  writer  of  the  article  had  taken  a trip  to  the  East  and 
visited  the  E.  & A.  Mudge  & Co.  concern.  He  was  very 
favorably  impressed  with  the  splendid  system  of  work  which 
he  found  perfected  there.  He  stated  that  the  establishment 
was  a recognized  model  of  its  kind,  and  result  and  embodi- 
ment of  years  of  valuable  experience  and  intelligent  observa- 
tion. Although  there  were  larger  concerns  in  the  country  he 
questioned  if  any  other  better  illustrated  his  subject. 

At  that  time  the  firm  was  comprised  of  three  members,  the 
senior,  Mr.  Edwin  Mudge,  who  had  had  long  experience  in  the 
trade.  It  was  to  his  sound  judgment  and  conscientious  de- 
votion to  the  business  in  the  past  years  that  the  Company 
could,  in  a measure,  give  some  of  the  credit  to  him  for  its  early 
success. 

The  second  partner,  Mr.  Augustus  Mudge  had  especial 
charge  of  the  factory  and  his  peculiar  qualifications  for  this 
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difficult  and  trying  position  were  sufficiently  shown  by  the 
wonderful  perfection  to  which  the  manufacture  had  been 
brought  under  his  care. 

The  third  and  youngest  member,  Mr.  Edward  Hutchinson 
was  a gentleman  having  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  details 
of  the  business  in  its  various  departments,  whose  remarkable 
tact  and  energy  had  done  much  to  place  the  firm  in  the  favor- 
able position  it  occupied. 

Both  Mr.  Edwin  Mudge  and  Mr.  Hutchinson  gave  their 
personal  attention  to  their  Boston  store. 

The  main  building  of  the  Mudge  Shoe  Co.  had  a somewhat 
imposing  front,  set  off  by  a foreground  of  green  grass  and 
brilliant  red  geraniums  in  summer.  The  shop  was  four  stor- 
ies high  with  attic.  A broad  flight  of  steps  with  ornamental 
railings  relieved  pleasantly  the  outline  of  the  front.  The 
office  was  on  the  first  floor,  usually  occupied  by  Mr.  Augustus 
Mudge  upon  whom  devolved  the  onerous  duty  of  superintend- 
ing the  manufacture. 

The  factory  was  built  and  finished  in  the  best  manner,  the 
whole  interior  being  ceiled  with  wood  instead  of  plaster.  The 
windows  occupied  just  one-half  of  the  linear  space  of  the 
walls  admitting1  abundant  light  upon  the  work.  Speaking 
tubes  connected  the  different  departments,  greatly  facilitating 
communication  and  steam  pipes  kept  the  rooms  always  at  a 
comfortable  temperature.  An  elevator  led  to  all  floors. 

To  ensure  punctuality  and  regular  co-operation  which  is 
difficult  without  it,  the  side  entrances,  one  for  the  men  and 
the  women  on  the  other,  were  shut  at  7 o’clock  and  all  late- 
comers passed  through  the  office. 

The  specialties  of  the  Mudge  firm  which  were  popular  in  the 
market  were  ladies  side-lace  boots,  of  a high-grade  of  exce- 
llence as  to  workmanship,  material  and  fit ; a particularly 
tasty  4 ‘creole”  found  a ready  sale  in  the  western  and  south- 
western states;  a heavy  woolen  upper  met  with  great  favor 
in  certain  localities  and  ladies’  “French”  and  “Box”  toes 
were  favorites  with  the  southern  trade.  The  greatest  care 
was  taken  to  give  the  buttons  an  elegant  finish  as  the  appear- 
ance of  the  shoe  depended  much  for  effect  upon  this  feature. 

The  firm  did  a prosperous  business  through  the  dull  times 
by  consulting  the  wants  of  their  patrons  and  fulfilling  every 
promise  to  them.  A point  was  made  of  satisfying  every 
customer,  amounting  to  a practical  warrant  of  all  goods.  As 
workmen  were  all  paid  in  cash  weekly  the  best  skill  could 
always  be  obtained. 
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From  the  first  the  house  sustained  a reputation  for  pro- 
ducing a shoe  of  good  material  and  workmanship  and  for  deal- 
ing honorably  alike  with  buyers  and  employees.  Although 
the  year  1857,  which  carried  down  so  many  firms  in  this  line 
of  business,  brought  this  Company  severe  losses,  they  were 
able  to  pay  100  cents  on  every  dollar  of  their  liabilities.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861  some  twenty  shoe  firms 
in  Danvers  became  insolvent,  but  the  Mudge  establishment  met 
every  note  when  it  became  due. 

Years  ago  not  many  lines  of  employment  were  open  to  girls 
and  women;  a person  did  not  necessarily  have  to  have  had 
higher  education  to  obtain  a school  teacher’s  position,  but 
often  this  kind  of  work  did  not  appeal  to  the  young  women. 
Business  schools  were  not  yet  in  operation;  offices  were  often 
under  male  management ; thus  it  came  about  that  there  were 
openings  for  females  in  the  shoe  industry  and  many  became 
shoe  operatives., 

The  firm  encouraged  their  young  employees  to  obtain  an  ed- 
ucation and  those  who  desired  were  allowed  to  return  to  the 
factory  during  vacation  seasons  from  High  School,  Academy, 
College  and  Seminary.  Teachers  who  had  not  obtained  schools 
or  wished  to  have  a change,  occupied  places  in  the  establish- 
ment. 

A large  number  of  employees  remained  with  the  firm  for 
years  seeming  to  take  great  pleasure  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
factory. 

The  most  perfect  arrangements  were  made  for  the  comfort 
of  the  workers,  among  which  was  a latticed  platform  or  grat- 
ing under  which  a coil  of  steam  pipes  passed  for  the  girls  to 
stand  upon  when  coming  in  on  stormy  or  cold  days. 

We  presume  the  prevailing  prices  wrere  paid  for  work,  but 
in  those  times  living  expenses  did  not  soar  as  they  do  today 
and  salaries  were  much  less.  The  writer’s  Aunt,  Miss  Emma 
Pratt  often  spoke  of  having  started  work  in  this  shop,  at  first 
receiving  but  5$  an  hour,  then  advancing  to  6^/4,  8 2/3,  etc. 
Unfortunately  we  failed  to  inquire  her  age  at  the  commence- 
ment of  her  labors,  nor  do  we  know  just  how  far  she  advanced 
in  pay  as  the  years  went  by. 

Up  and  down  Center  Street  were  many  people  who  at  some 
time  were  employed  by  the  concern.  The  late  Daniel  W. 
Wheelwright  was  foreman  of  one  of  the  departments  for  a 
period  of  25  to  30  years ; the  late  Elzaphan  Davis  was  another 
foreman  with  the  establishment  for  an  equal  time  and  others. 


BY  ANNETTE  MUDGE  PRATT 


5 


Mr.  Loring  B.  Goodale  told  the  writer  that  he  began  work- 
ing there  at  the  tender  age  of  12;  while  Mrs.  Ellen  P.  Wads- 
worth found  employment  there  before  she  began  her  career  as 
a teacher  in  the  Wadsworth  School,.  No  doubt  there  are  others 
living  who  at  some  period  earned  their  livelihood  in  this  fac- 
tory. 

On  each  floor  of  the  building  was  kept  50  feet  of  3 inch 
hose,  with  a standpipe  in  the  center  of  the  building;  great 
care  was  taken  to  prevent  fire.  The  oily  waste  and  other  com- 
bustable  material  was  each  night  carefully  picked  up  and  car- 
ried where  it  would  be  out  of  danger.  Patent  pans  had  been 
put  in  to  prevent  oil  from  dripping  on  the  floor. 

Yet  with  all  these  precautions,  in  June  1885  a disastrous 
fire  occurred.  At  3 o’clock  in  the  morning  the  watchman 
heard  an  unusual  noise  in  the  rear  of  the  building  and  at  the 
same  time  discovered  the  reflection  of  light  on  the  ground 
outside.  He  attempted  to  give  the  alarm  by  pulling  the 
whistle-wire  on  the  basement  floor,  but  that  would  not  re- 
spond. He  rushed  outside  and  shouted.  Shortly  the  bell  on 
the  First  Church  was  heard,  but  the  town  whistle  on  Far- 
well ’s  factory  failed  to  work  properly.  The  comment  was 
later  made  had  the  fire  been  a small  hen  coop  in  Middleton 
this  whistle  would  have  functioned  as  it  should  and  everyone 
in  town  been  awakened. 

The  local  Hose  Company  was  promptly  on  hand,  followed 
in  rapid  succession  by  those  of  Beaver  Brook,  Tapleyville, 
Plains  and  the  Port.  Citizens  did  all  they  could  to  save  per- 
sonal property  in  the  vicinity.  The  buildings  nearest  the  fac- 
tory and  which  were  early  doomed  to  destruction  were  the  old 
factory  and  the  Company’s  stable  on  the  east  side  while  the 
store  and  dwelling  occupied  by  David  S.  Brown  met  with  sim- 
ilar fate  on  the  other  side.  The  shop  of  1854  was  used  in  part 
as  a storehouse  for  goods  and  stock,  with  tenements  above,  in 
one  of  which  lived  Ruel  Jameson  and  family  and  the  other 
housed  a Miss  Robbins  and  her  brother.  To  Mr.  J ameson  was 
credited  the  most  heroic  and  self-sacrificing  act  in  connection 
with  the  fire.  He  was  employed  by  the  firm  as  hostler  and 
driver  and  on  learning  the  danger  told  his  family  to  leave  the 
house,  when  he  rushed  to  the  stable  and  saved  the  three  horses 
and  cow  kept  there,  also  the  three  carriages.  He  lost  all  of 
his  household  effects  and  clothing  on  which  there  was  no  in- 
surance. Mr.  Brown  was  able  to  save  most  of  his  furniture, 
but  his  stock  in  the  store  and  stable  was  mainly  consumed. 
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The  residence  of  firm-member,  Mr.  Edward  Huthinson,  east 
of  the  factory  was  saved  only  by  the  greatest  efforts  of  the 
fire  department.  Its  slated  roof  no  doubt  was  a helpful  fact- 
or too.  The  house  was  badly  scorched  and  nearly  all  the  con- 
tents were  removed  to  safety. 

The  accumulations  of  the  past  36  years  were  swept  away  by 
the  conflagration  except  for  a small  amount  of  leather  that 
was  not  burned.  After  being  sufficiently  cooled  following  the 
fire,  the  safe  was  hauled  from  the  ruins  and  it  was  found  that 
not  one  of  the  books  or  papers  contained  therein  was  damaged. 

The  heat  from  the  fire  was  intense.  Across  the  street  was 
located  the  home  of  Mr.  Edwin  Mudge.  The  large  front  door, 
it  was  said,  was  so  badly  blistered  even  on  the  inside,  that  it 
had  to  be  replaced.  All  the  glass  in  the  windows  in  the  front 
of  the  house,  together  with  the  side  lights  at  the  front  door 
had  to  be  renewed. 

One  curious  thing  in  connection  with  the  fire  was  the  fact 
that  the  alarm  was  not  generally  heard.  Any  quantity  of 
folks  knew  nothing  whatever  about  the  affair  until  later.  It 
was  stated  that  one  well-known  person,  living  not  too  far 
from  the  factory  and  connected  with  it,  heard  nothing  during 
the  conflagration,  arose  as  usual  and  just  before  eating  break- 
fast glanced  out  of  the  window  and  saw  only  the  tall  chimney 
standing.  She  rubbed  her  eyes  and  looked  again,  then  hastily 
donning  her  hat,  hurried  to  the  scene. 

A number  of  men  living  at  the  Plains  and  working  at  the 
factory,  arose,  filled  their  dinner  baskets  as  usual  and  started 
for  work,  when  they  were  informed  of  the  disaster. 

At  that  time  the  horse-cars  ran  only  as  far  as  the  factory 
and  we  are  told  that  they  did  a thriving  business  conveying 
people  to  and  from  the  ruins.  It  was  a large  fire  and  sight- 
seers came  from  far  and  near  to  visit  the  scene. 

While  the  buildings  were  being  burned,  Martin  Clapp  & 
French  of  Tapleyville,  who  were  about  to  move  to  Dover,  N. 
H.  offered  the  Mudges  a portion  of  their  factory,  which  they 
were  pleased  to  accept  and  the  firm  commenced  operation 
there  the  same  day.  They  were  just  beginning  an  unusually 
busy  trade  and  would  soon  have  had  in  the  shop  300  hands. 

The  firm  claimed  only  what  they  thought  they  could  show 
they  were  entitled  to  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  objection 
from  any  of  the  forty-three  insurance  companies  to  granting 
the  same.  The  adjustment  was  completed  within  two  weeks 
time.  The  matter  was  quite  complicated  as  there  were  thir- 
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teen  distinct  divisions  of  the  property,  such  as  the  different 
buildings,  machinery,  stock,  etc.  The  loss  was  adjusted  at 
$70,993.99. 

We  believe  mention  should  be  made  of  the  boarding-house 
located  just  above  the  factory,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street.  Here  a goodly  number  of  persons  found  lodgment, 
particularly  those  whose  homes  were  elsewhere.  In  later  years 
when  this  building  was  occupied  by  two  families  the  writer  re- 
calls the  place  very  pleasantly,  for  glorious  times  were  had  by 
the  school  children  racing  through  the  hall  of  the  unoccupied 
third  floor.  As  a youngster  it  seemed  as  though  there  were 
countless  rooms  in  that  attic.  Eventually  the  house  was  pur- 
chased — we  believe  the  President  of  our  Organization  had  a 
hand  in  the  transaction  — the  building  divided  and  the  front 
portion  removed  to  a sightly  location  off  Dayton  Street.  Some- 
what below  this  house  toward  Newbury  Street  traces  of  an  old 
house,  we  understand  owned  by  Elisha  Hutchinson,  remained 
for  some  years  and  still  longer  the  ambitious  old  lilac  clump 
shed  fragrance  during  the  month  of  May.  We  must  not  fail 
to  mention  the  magnificent  view  of  the  surrounding  country 
to  be  had  from  this  place  in  its  new  location,  particularly 
from  the  windows  on  the  third  floor. 

The  portion  of  the  house  remaining  on  the  original  site,  al- 
though a one-family  dwelling  for  years,  after  being  remod- 
elled, now  houses  an  occupant  on  each  of  the  three  floors. 

E.  & A.  Mudge  & Co.  were  also  burned  out  in  the  great  Bos- 
ton fire  in  1872,  their  store  and  show-room  being  located  at  12 
High  Street  where  according  to  their  card  they  sold  Mens’ 
Boys’  and  Youths’,  Womens’  Misses’  & Children’s  fine  machine- 
sewed  and  pegged  Boots,  Shoes  & Buskins.  They  lost  all  their 
goods,  saving  only  the  books.  The  firm  was  fully  insured  and 
all  their  policies  were  good  except  one  on  which  there  was  a 
loss  of  $1600.  They  immediately  obtained  a convenient  store 
at  22  Elm  St.  and  the  shipment  of  goods  as  they  came  from 
the  Danvers  and  Springvale,  Me.  factories  was  interrupted  on- 
ly two  days. 

Another  card  shows  that  the  firm  was  at  one  time  located  at 
39  Pearl  St.  where  Ladies’,  Misses’  & Children’s  Pegged 
Boots  & Shoes  were  to  be  found.  Still  another  business  card 
shows  a location  at  95  Bedford  Street. 

From  a newspaper  clipping  we  learn  that  the  manufacture 
of  men ’s  & children ’s  fine  goods  was  given  attention  in  the 
firm’s  factory  at  Springvale,  Maine.  As  near  as  we  are  able 
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to  ascertain,  work  was  begun  there  in  the  vicinity  of  1870,  but 
not  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  firm ; it  was  that  of  Fogg 
& Vinal.  The  business,  however,  was  removed  to  East  Roch- 
ester, N.  H.  to  a larger  and  better  factory  offered  to  them  at 
a low  figure.  There  seems  to  have  been  several  partners  when 
a corporation  was  formed  in  1888. 

Because  of  their  inability  to  secure  more  land  and  increase 
the  factory  space,  a change  was  necessary.  The  people  of 
Springvale  saw  an  opportunity  to  bring  back  to  their  town 
this  firm,  and  a committee  of  citizens  came  forward  with  an 
offer*  to  erect  a factory  and  turn  it  over  to  the  concern  at  a 
nominal  price.  The  offer  was  accepted  and  when  the  building 
was  completed  they  decided  to  have  the  structure  dedicated. 
A special  train  from  Rochester  was  run  to  Springvale  to  con- 
vey all  the  employees  who  wished  to  attend,  and  members  of 
the  firm  and  invited  guests  came  from  Boston.  The  factory 
was  illuminated  with  400  electric  lights  and  made  a pretty 
picture  as  the  guests  approached  from  the  station.  After 
speeches,  etc.  the  floors  were  cleared  and  dancing  enjoyed. 

The  factory  was  built  at  a cost  of  $25,000  of  which  the  firm 
contributed  $5,000.  It  was  175x40,  five  stories  high,  located 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mousam  River  which  furnished  ample 
water  power.  As  already  stated,  it  was  lighted  by  electricity, 
was  fitted  with  automatic  sprinklers  together  with  electric  fire 
alarm.  There  were  400  to  500  hands  employed  at  this  plant. 
Men’s  calf  and  buff  work  was  the  product  of  this  shop,  to- 
gether with  the  manufacture  of  boys’  shoes. 

We  do  not  find  reference  to  the  length  of  time  this  business 
flourished  in  Springvale.  After  the  fire,  in  1885  we  notice 
that  the  firm  continued  to  produce  shoes  at  Tapleyville  for  a 
few  years.  Later  the  Company  was  merged  into  a joint  stock 
Company  that  finally  closed  up  the  business  in  1892. 

In  one  of  the  newspapers,  speaking  of  the  E.  & A.  Mudge 
Shoe  Co.  the  account  stated  ‘ 4 to  the  energy,  industry,  integrity 
and  good  judgment  of  these  honorable  men  and  citizens  is 
largely  due  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  many  people  in  that 
village,  and  in  a broader  and  more  general  way  the  fortune 
and  good  name  of  the  town.” 

Mr.  Edwin  Mudge  was  a frequent  contributor  to  the  col- 
umns of  the  Danvers  Mirror.  In  1888  an  article  was  pub- 
lished from  his  pen  in  which  he  spoke  of  John  Greenleaf 
Whittier.  For  many  years  when  visiting  Boston  for  a short 
time  the  poet  stayed  at  the  Marlboro  Hotel,  where  Mr.  Mudge 
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and  his  family  were  spending  the  winter  months.  Mr.  Mudge 
stated  that  the  permanent  dwellers  there  greatly  enjoyed  his 
coming  as  they  often  had  opportunity  to  meet  Mr.  Whittier 
in  the  parlors  and  reading  rooms,  though  he  did  his  reading 
in  his  own  room.  The  poet  made  it  a rule  to  devote  his  time 
when  in  a public  room  to  those  who  wished  to  converse  with 
him.  In  contrast  to  this  course,  was  that  of  Charles  Sumner 
of  whom  Mr.  Mudge  relates  the  story  that  Mrs.  Julia  Ward 
Howe  once  sent  by  her  husband,  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe,  her  re- 
spects to  Mr.  Sumner  with  an  invitation  to  take  tea  with  them. 
Mr.  Sumner  asked  the  Doctor  to  present  his  regards  to  Mrs. 
Howe  and  inform  her  that  he  had  to  cease  to  give  his  attention 
to  individuals  but  confined  it  to  the  masses.  Mrs.  Howe’s  re- 
ply to  the  message  was  ‘ 4 then  Mr.  Sumner  has  gotten  above 
the  Almighty,  for  He  gives  attention  to  individuals.” 

In  the  summer  of  1876  with  his  family,.  Mr.  Edwin  Mudge 
made  a sixty  days’  tour  to  Europe,  travelling  through  Scot- 
land, England,  Holland,  Belgium,  Germany,  Switzerland  and 
France.  This  short  trip  gave  him  a very  strong  desire  to  see 
more  of  the  old  world.  In  some  of  his  writings  he  said  that  a 
very  kind  providence  seemed  to  make  everything  favorable  for 
so  doing,  and  the  next  year,  1877  he  started  out  again.  It  was 
a personally-conducted  Thomas  Cook  & Son  tour,  consisting 
of  a small  group.  The  trip  was  not  a hasty  one  as  the  party 
was  out  of  the  country  eight  months.  Thus  with  more  time 
at  his  disposal  than  many  travellers  usually  enjoy,  Mr.  Mudge 
had  ample  time  to  write  of  his  experiences  in  the  many  coun- 
tries visited  and  shared  them  with  the  readers  of  the  Danvers 
Mirror.  In  all  there  were  ten  articles  from  his  pen,  all  of 
which  were  most  interesting.  Travelling  throughout  southern 
France,  ninety  days  were  spent  in  Italy,  and  thus  they  went 
about  in  various  countries.  Eventually  they  went  to  the  Holy 
Land,  going  up  the  Nile  as  far  as  the  First  Cataract. 

Several  years  later,  in  1882,  another  trip  was  taken,  this 
time  across  country  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  thence  to  Japan, 
China,  Singapore,  Penang,  Ceylon,  India,  Egypt,  Malta, 
Gibralter,  Tangier,  Spain,  France,  England  and  Ireland. 
During  this  trip  they  covered  30,000  miles  in  the  course  of  the 
eight  months  travels.  This  time,  also,  he  wrote  several  arti- 
cles for  the  same  newspaper. 

We  do  not  feel  qualified  to  write  of  the  three  men  who  were 
early  connected  with  the  E.  & A.  Mudge  Shoe  Company.  One 
newspaper  account  stated  that  Mr.  Edwin  Mudge  was  a man 
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loved  and  respected  by  all,  honest,  upright,  polished,  in  man- 
ners, educated  and  refined  in  appearance,  ever  possesed  with 
a genial  disposition  he  won  the  love  of  everyone  and  it  is  not 
known  that  he  had  an  enemy.  He  took  deep  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs  both  local  and  national.  He  occupied  many  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust.  His  name  appears  as  one  of  the 
Selectmen  and  Assessors  of  the  town  of  Danvers  in  1852  and 
in  1853.  He  was  a director  of  the  Danvers  National  Bank  in 
1878,  also  in  1884,  1887  and  1889.  In  1887-8-9  he  was  Vice- 
President  of  the  Danvers  Savings  Bank,  while  his  name  also 
appears  as  having  been  a Trustee  of  the  same  organization. 
He  was  Representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1868  and  1869, 
donating  his  salary  to  the  towns  of  Wenham  and  Danvers 
toward  the  erection  of  soldiers  ’ monuments.  At  his  funeral 
in  1890  Ward  Post  90  G.A.R.  attended  in  a body  out  of 
respect  to  his  memory  in  appreciation  for  his  contribution 
toward  the  monument. 

Miss  Sarah  W.  Mudge,  Curator  of  the  Danvers  Historical 
Society  for  many  years  and  much  interested  in  its  welfare 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Edwin  Mudge. 

In  Volume  29  of  the  Historical  Books  published  in  1941 
appeared  a Memorial  to  Augustus  Mudge  by  his  daughter 
Pamelia  Jocelyn  (Mudge)  Colcord,  who  was  then  in  her  92nd 
year,  a resident  of  Claremont,  California.  We  do  not  feel 
that  we  can  add  to  this  splendid  tribute. 

The  third  and  youngest  member  of  the  firm  was  Mr. 
Edward  Hutchinson.  From  various  sources  we  have  gleaned 
facts  relative  to  another  fine  type  of  man.  He  always  resided 
in  Danvers  Centre  (now  the  Highlands).  Very  well  known  in 
the  shoe  world,  no  man  had  a more  excellent  reputation  for 
integrity,  uprightness  in  every  business  transaction  and  gen- 
eral ability.  At  its  organization  he  was  chosen  President  of 
the  E.  & A.  Mudge  Shoe  Company,  whose  mammoth  office  was 
in  Springvale,  Maine,  which  position  he  held  to  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1892.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
the  town  and  was  indeed  a model  man,  never  seeking  political 
positions;  yet  his  high  character  and  great  ability  made  him 
sought  after,  so  that  he  held  several  positions  of  honor  and 
trust.  Among  them  a Trustee  of  what  is  now  the  Danvers 
State  Hospital,  Director  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  of 
Boston  and  others.  In  religious  work  he  was  a great  leader. 
Gifted  with  a magnificent  bass  voice  and  much  interested  in 
music  his  services  were  of  great  value  to  the  First  Church, 
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where  he  devoted  his  energies,  being  for  years  the  chorister 
and  in  musical  events  about  town  his  assistance  was  frequently 
sought.  He  was  an  ardent  worker  in  the  interests  of  the 
First  Church,  giving  time  and  money  to  its  cause.  Only  a 
short  time  before  his  passing  he  led  the  movement  which 
succeeded  in  raising  the  debt  of  $2800  on  the  newly  erected 
Church  building.  For  forty  years  he  sang  in  the  Choir  In  a 
former  article  entitled  “Centre  Street  Folks  and  the  Homes 
They  Lived  In”  we  enumerated  many  things  Mr.  Hutchinson 
and  his  wife  had  in  common. 

We  understand  that  these  three  men  comprising  the  firm 
were  thorough  temperance  men,  never  having  used  alcoholic 
beverages  nor  did  they  use  tobacco  in  any  form. 


REPORT  OF  FENCE  VIEWERS,  1825 
Danvers  May  10th  1825 

To  Mr.  Job  Hutchinson  Sir 

We  the  subscribers  two  of  the  fence  viewers  of  the  Town  of 
Danvers  have  this  day  made  division  of  the  fence  owned  be- 
tween  you  and  Perley  Goodale  of  said  town  and  have  assigned 
to  you  twenty  rods  of  the  northerly  end  of  said  fence  from  a 
stake  & stones  by  the  well  to  Mowards  land  & twenty  rods 
from  said  stake  & stones  to  Flints  land  to  Perley  Goodale  And 
we  would  notify  each  of  you  that  you  are  allowed  twenty  days 
from  the  above  date  to  make  a Lawfull  fence  on  said  Line 

Danvers  May  10th  1825  Sam1  Taylor 

Jess  e Putnam 

— Danvers  Historical  Society 
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By  Elizabeth  Putnam,  Librarian 


{Bead  at  Meeting  of  Society,  J armary,  1946) 


You  may  wonder  what  new  facts  have  come  to  light  about 
George  Peabody  that  would  justify  another  talk  on  his  life 
and  deeds  when  so  many  times  the  few  notable  incidents 
have  been  reiterated.  It  is  not  because  I have  discovered 
anything  new  or  unusual  about  the  man,  but  because  the  in- 
formation already  well  known  about  him,  together  with  his 
expressed  views  in  connection  with  his  various  gifts,  have  so 
impressed  me  when,  since  becoming  librarian  of  Peabody  In- 
stitute, I made  somewhat  of  a study  of  his  life  and  good 
works,  that  it  seemed  not  at  all  out  of  place  to  repeat. 

Danvers  has  always  been  glad  to  honor  its  citizens  who  have 
made  great  contributions  to  the  town,  to  the  state,  or  to  the 
nation.  George  Peabody’s  interests  stretched  beyond  this 
country — across  the  broad  Atlantic  — binding  peoples  of  the 
same  blood  closer  because  of  his  unremitting  effort  to  inter- 
pret each  to  the  other,  and  yet  I have  no  doubt  that  many, 
even  of  those  here  tonight,  can  match  my  own  experience  of 
ignorance  of  his  many  claims  to  recognition  in  addition  to  the 
fact  that  he  gave  Danvers  its  library. 

We  hear  much  today  about  “living  memorials” — trees  that 
would  keep  a memory  green  for  years.  In  some  of  the  old 
fairy  tales  when  the  prince  and  princess  were  fleeing  from  an 
angry  king,  in  every  footprint  of  the  escaping  pair  a tree 
would  spring  up  full  grown,  making  an  impenetrable  forest. 
Fortunately,  the  analogy  to  George  Peabody’s  benefactions 
does  not  follow  through  to  the  same  conclusion,  but  one  can- 
not help  noticing  in  reading  the  record  of  his  life  that  in 
every  place  where  his  feet  had  trod  a living  memorial  of  an- 
other kind  materialized,  because  of  his  affection  for  the  places 
where  he  had  lived  and  his  gratitude  to  the  people  who  had 
befriended  him.  Nobody  in  Danvers,  which  owes  much  of  its 
beauty  and  attractiveness  to  the  trees  which  arch  its  streets, 
memorials  to  the  wisdom  of  earlier  town  fathers,  would  ques- 
tion the  value  of  trees  as  memorials.  Yet  trees  may  die  also, 
but  the  trusts  which  George  Peabody  left  live  on  not  only  in 
themselves  but  in  the  continuous  influence  of  those  who  have 
profited  by  them. 

(12) 
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Born  on  February  18,  1795,  as  you  all  know,  in  the  southern 
part  of  what,  was  then  Danvers,  he  lived,  went  to  school  for 
the  short  period  of  four  years  during  which  his  parents  could 
afford  to  send  him,  and  was  at  the  age  of  eleven  apprenticed 
to  Sylvester  Proctor,  a local  grocery  store  keeper.  A few  years 
later  his  father  died  and  he  spent  a year  in  Thetford,  Ver- 
mont, with  his  grandparents.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  the 
short  space  of  time  in  which  he  lived  in  Danvers — for  he  nev- 
er again  went  back  there  to  stay  — he  had  formed  such  an 
attachment  for  the  place  and  the  people  that  one  of  his  earli- 
est gifts  was  the  library  and  lyceum  hall  for  that  town,  with 
the  stipulation  that  Sylvester  Proctor,  for  whom  he  had 
worked  as  a boy,  act  as  trustee.  That  he  watched  over  his 
trusts  with  unfailing  interest  and  added  more  money  when 
the  first  gift  seemed  insufficient  is  illustrated  by  the  gift  of  a 
branch  library  in  this  section  because  this  part  of  the  town 
was  not  well  served  under  the  original  endowment,  and  later 
increased  the  fund  to  make  the  library  independent  when 
South  Danvers  became  Peabody.  Another  of  his  early  gifts 
was  to  establish  a library  in  Thetford,  Vermont,  where  he 
stayed  only  a year. 

Following  the  year  in  Vermont  he  helped  his  brother  in  his 
store  in  Newburyport,  an  experience  which  might  have  lasted 
longer  if  the  “big  fire”  had  not  come  to  that  place  and  caused 
such  loss  that  those  businesses  not  burned  out  were  too  much 
affected  financially  to  continue.  Although  his  stay  in  New- 
buryport was  even  less  than  a year  he  left  there  with  letters  of 
credit  to  a Boston  businessman  given  him  by  a friend  in  the 
town,  and  after  he  was  established  in  Georgetown,  D.  C.  where 
he  went  with  an  uncle  because  they  thought  there  would  be 
good  business  opportunities  close  to  the  newly  established  cap- 
ital at  Washington,  his  first  consignment  of  goods  came  from 
Newburyport.  His  appreciation  for  the  friendliness  he  had 
found  there  was  shown  in  a gift  to  the  library.  That  the 
friendliness  was  not  onesided  is  attested  by  the  comment  of 
the  station  agent  who  said,  “He  was  a comfortable  man  to 
have  around.” 

In  Georgetown,  D.  C.  much  of  the  business  of  the  firm  of 
Biggs  and  Peabody  which  was  eventually  established  there 
became  importing  and  exporting,  and  seemed  to  need  seaport 
facilities,  so  in  1815,  when  George  Peabody  was  only  twenty 
years  old,  it  was  moved  to  Baltimore.  He  went  to  London  first 
in  1827  on  a business  trip.  After  several  more  crossings  of 
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the  ocean  in  the  next  few  years  it  seemed  desirable  that  he 
should  take  up  a permanent  residence  in  London  as  foreign 
representative  of  his  firm,  from  which  Mr.  Riggs  shortly  after 
retired,  leaving  him  senior  partner. 

During  the  panic  of  1837  when  the  finances  of  Maryland 
were  on  a very  precarious  footing  he  used  his  influence  with 
English  bankers  to  persuade  them  that  a further  loan  to  the 
state  would  make  isafe  former  loans  which  they  were  expecting 
to  write  off  as  losses,  and  with  the  state  to  convince  it  that  the 
petition  of  bankruptcy  which  it  proposed  would  lead  to  the 
ruin  of  the  state ’s  credit  and  reputation.  His  advice  and  help 
was  accepted  and  Maryland’s  honor  kept  unsullied. 

Although  George  Peabody’s  activities  had  been  outside  New 
England  for  so  long  he  had  still  a vital  interest  in  the  place 
where  he  and  his  family  had  lived.  In  1839  he  gave  a memor- 
ial church  for  his  mother  in  the  town  of  New  Rowley,  which 
was  afterwards  called  Georgetown  in  his  honor,  where  his 
mother  was  bom  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Daniels,  continued  to 
reside.  It  happened  to  be  a Congregational  church  but  its 
donor  expressly  declared  that  it  was  “given  to  her  denomina- 
tion  from  reverence  for  her  memory,  and  that  it  would  have 
been  given  with  equal  satisfaction  had  she  belonged  to  any 
other  persuasion”.  One  might  note  in  passing  that  Rev. 
Milton  P.  Braman  of  Danvers  gave  the  dedication  sermon  and 
Whittier’s  memorial  hymn  was  sung.  His  interest  in  the 
town  was  evidenced  at  various  times  later  when  he  gave  to 
Georgetown  a “Peabody  Library”,  added  a lecture  hall,  and 
then  a fund  for  free  lectures  and  the  support  of  the  library. 

Other  organizations  in  this  locality  profited  from  George 
Peabody’s  increasing  wealth — Phillips  Academy  in  Andover, 
Yale  College  for  a Peabody  Museum  of  Natural  History  and 
Harvard  College  for  a Museum  of  American  Archaeology  and 
Ethnology,  Essex  Institute,  Peabody  Academy  of  Science,  and 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  to  all  of  which  he  gave 
large  sums  for  historical  and  scientific  purposes.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  resolutions  of  acceptance  and  gratitude  of  the 
latter  society  Dr.  Ellis  interjected  a personal  note  when  he 
said,  “There  is  something  about  the  personality  and  individ- 
uality of  that  honored  and  munificent  man ; something1  in  the 
nature  and  method  of  his  wide  liberality ; something  in  the 
concise  forms  and  in  the  dignified  simplicity  of  the  writings 
which  accompany  his  trust  funds,  defining  their  conditions 
and  uses”  which  he  considered  worthy  of  mention. 
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We  have  already  spoken  of  his  long  memory  for  friend- 
ships made.  In  connection  with  the  gift  to  Yale,  George 
Peabody  Wetmore  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  son  of  a man 
whom  George  Peabody  had  befriended,  was  appointed  to  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Yale  Museum  of  Natural  History 
“when  he  shall  have  attained  his  majority  ”,  and  Kenyon  Col- 
lege in  Gambier,  Ohio,  was  the  recipient  of  a substantial 
amount  when  Peabody’s  friend,  Bishop  Mcllvaine,  was  its 
president.  Friends  in  Baltimore  were  likewise  honored  in 
being  appointed  trustees  of  his  gifts  establishing  Peabody 
Intsitute  of  Baltimore  and  the  Peabody  Education  Fund,  his 
largest  benefaction  in  this  country. 

The  spirit  in  which  all  his  gifts  were  made,  the  purpose 
expressed  in  all  his  correspondence  with  those  who  were  to 
benefit,  he  himself  gave  utterance  to  in  celebrating  the  com- 
pletion of  Peabody  Institute  in  Baltimore,  the  plans  for  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  the  Civil  War.  He  said,  “It  is  my 
hope  and  prayer  that  this  Institute  may  not  only  have  and 
fulfill  a mission  in  the  fields  of  science,  of  art,  and  of  know- 
ledge, but  also  one  to  the  hearts  of  men,  teaching  always 
lessons  of  peace  and  good-will ; and,  especially,  that  now  it 
may,  in  some  humble  degree,  be  instrumental  in  healing  the 
wounds  of  our  beloved  and  common  country,  and  establishing 
again  a happy  and  harmonious  Union,  — the  only  Union  that 
can  be  preserved  for  coming  ages,  and  the  only  one  that  is 
worth  preserving.” 

The  tongue  of  slander  busied  itself  even  with  one  who  was 
doing  so  much  to  improve  conditions  in  the  world,  and  he  used 
this  occasion  to  show  that  his  ancestors  and  he,  also,  had  given 
their  best  for  the  Union,  although  his  work  during  the  Civil 
War  had  been  done  in  London.  He  showed  in  his  address 
how  he  had  developed  from  local  interest  to  world-minded- 
ness.  “Later  in  life”,  he  went  on,  “I  learned  more  fully 
the  inestimable  worth  (of  the  Union)  ; perhaps  more  fully 
than  most  have  done:  for,  born  and  educated  at  the  North, 
then  living  nearly  twenty  years  at  the  South,  and  thus  learn- 
ing, in  the  best  school,  the  character  and  life  of  her  people ; 
finally,  in  the  course  of  a long  residence  abroad,  being  thrown 
in  intimate  contact  with  individuals  of  every  section  of  our 
glorious  land, — I came,  as  do  most  Americans  who  live  long  in 
foreign  lands,  to  love  our  country  as  a whole : to  know  and 
take  pride  in  all  her  sons,  as  equally  countrymen ; to  know  no 
North,  no  South,  no  East,  no  West.  And  so,  I wish  publicly 
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to  avow,  that,  during  the  terrible,  contest  through  which  the 
nation  has  passed,  my  sympathies  were  still  and  always  will 
he  with  the  Union;  that  my  uniform  course  tended  to  assist, 
but  never  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  government  of  the  Union ; 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  three-fourths  of  all  the  property 
I possessed  had  been  invested  in  United  States  government 
and  state  securities,  and  remain  so  at  this  time. 

‘ ‘ But  none  the  less  could  I fail  to  feel  charity  for  the  South ; 
to  remember  that  political  opinion  is  far  more  a matter  of 
birth  and  education  than  of  calm  and  unbiassed  reason  and 
sober  thought  - . . - Never,  therefore,  during  the  war  or  since, 
have  I permitted  the  contest,  or  any  passions  engendered  by 
it,  to  interfere  with  the  social  relations  and  warm  friendships 
which  I had  formed  for  a very  large  number  of  the  people  of 
the  South ....  And  now,  after  the  lapse  of  these  eventful 
years,  I am  more  deeply,  more  earnestly,  more  painfully  con- 
vinced than  ever  of  our  need  of  mutual  forbearance  and  con- 
ciliation, of  Christian  charity  and  forgiveness,  of  united 
effort  to  bind  up  the  fresh  and  broken  wounds  of  the 
nation.  . . 

‘ ‘ May  not  this  Institute  be  a common  ground  where  all  may 
meet,  burying  former  differences  and  animosities,  forgetting 
past  separations  and  estrangements,  weaving  the  bands  of  new 
attachments  to  the  city,  to  the  state,  and  to  the  nation  ? May 
not  Baltimore,  her  name  already  honored  in  history  as  the 
birthplace  of  religious  toleration  in  America,  now  crown  her 
past  fame  by  becoming  the  daystar  of  political  tolerance  and 
charity  ?■” 

Possibly  it  was  the  bitterness  of  the  feeling  engendered 
before  and  during  our  Civil  War  that  caused  him  to  empha- 
size with  every  gift  his  desire  that  it  be  used  to  promote  pol- 
itical and  religious  harmony  in  the  nation.  In  his  directions 
to  the  Thetford,  Vermont,  trustees  he  wrote,  “ . • - Wishing,  as 
I have  ever  done,  to  encourage  and  cherish  a spirit  of  har- 
mony and  good  will  among'  all,  it  is  my  desire  that  at  no 
time  shall  any  preference  or  distinction  be  made  in  the  sel- 
ection of  books,  or  in  any  matter  connected  with  the  library, 
on  account  of  any  political  party  or  religious  sect”. 

One  of  the  sentiments  accompanying  his  gift  of  a library  to 
Danvers  has  been  deservedly  stressed;  notably,  “Education, 
— a debt  due  from  present  to  future  generations.”  In  expla- 
nation his  letter  stated,  ‘ ‘ In  acknowledgement  of  the  payment 
of  that  debt  by  the  generation  which  preceded  me  in  my 
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native  town  of  Danvers,  and  to  aid  in  its  prompt  future  dis- 
charge, I give  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  (later  considerably  increased)  for  the 
promotion  of  knowledge  and  morality  among  them  • . . . T 
leave  the  disposition  of  the  affairs  of  the  lyceum  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Danvers, — merely  suggesting  that  it  might  be  advis- 
able for  them,  by  their  own  act,  to  exclude  sectarian  theology 
and  political  discussions  from  the  walls  of  the  institution.” 
This  sentiment  was  even  more  forcefully  enunciated  when 
the  present  Peabody  Institute  of  Danvers  was  endowed.  He 
wrote,  “My  earnest  wish  to  promote  at  all  times  a spirit  of 
harmony  and  good  will  in  society ; my  aversion  to  intolerance, 
bigotry,  and  party  rancor ; and  my  enduring  respect  and  love 
for  the  happy  Institutions  of  our  prosperous  republic,  impel 
me  to  express  the  wish  that  the  Institute  I have  proposed  to 
you  shall  always  be  strictly  guarded  against  the  possibility 
of  being  made  a theatre  for  the  dissemination  or  discussion  of 
sectarian  theology  or  party  politics.  That  it  shall  never  minis- 
ter, in  any  manner  whatever,  to  infidelity,  to  visionary  theories 
of  a pretended  philosophy  which  may  be  aimed  at  the  subver- 
sion of  the  approved  morals  of  society. . . but  that  it  shall  be  so 
conducted,  throughout  its  whole  career,  as  to  teach  political 
and  religious  charity,  toleration,  and  beneficence  and  prove 
itself  to  be  in  all  conditions  and  contingencies  the  true  friend 
of  our  estimable  Union,  of  the  salutary  institutions  of  our  free 
government,  and  of  liberty  regulated  by  law  ’ 

Doubtless  today  he  would  lay  stress  also  on  racial  tolerance, 
for  with  his  gift  to  the  Southern  Educational  Fund  he  said, 
“With  my  advancing  years,  my  attachment  to  my  native  land 
has  but  become  more  devoted.  My  hope  and  faith  in  its 
successful  and  glorious  future  have  grown  brighter  and 
stronger.. . . Looking  forward  • • . I see  our  country,  united  and 
prosperous,  emerging  from  the  clouds  which  still  surround 
her,  taking  a higher  rank  among  the  nations,  and  becoming 
richer  and  more  powerful  than  ever  before. 

“But,  to  make  her  prosperity  more  than  superficial,  her 
moral  and  intellectual  development  should  keep  pace  with  her 
material  growth  • • . • I feel  most  deeply,  therefore,  that  it  is 
the  duty  and  privilege  of  the  more  favored  and  wealthy  por- 
tions of  our  nation  to  assist  those  who  are  less  fortunate : and 
with  the  wish  to  discharge,  so  far  as  I may  be  able,  my  own 
responsibility  in  this  matter,  as  well  as  to  gratify  my  desire  to 
aid  those  to  whom  I am  bound  by  so  many  ties  of  attachment 
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and  regard,  I give  to  you,  gentlemen,  most  of  whom  have  been 
my  personal  and  especial  friends,  the  sum  of  one  million  dol- 
lars (later  increased  to  three  million),  the  income  to  be  used 
for  the  promotion  of  intellectual,  moral,  or  industrial  educa- 
tion among  the  young  of  the  more  destitute  portions  of  the 
Southern  and  Southwestern  States  of  the  Union ; my  purpose 
being,  that  the  benefits  intended  shall  be  distributed  among 
the  entire  population,  without  other  distinction  than  their 
needs  and  the  opportunities  of  usefulness  to  them . . . ’ ’ 

£ ‘ In  making  this  gift  I am  aware  that  the  fund  derived  from 
it  can  but  aid  the  States  which  I wish  to  benefit  in  their  own 
exertions  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  education  and  morality; 
but  if  this  endowment  should  encourage  those  now  anxious  for 
the  light  of  knowledge,  and  stimulate  to  new  efforts  the  many 
good  and  noble  men  who  cherish  the  high  purpose  of  placing 
our  great  country  foremost,  not  only  in  power,  but  in  the  in- 
telligence and  virtue  of  her  citizens,  it  will  have  accomplished 
all  that  l ean  hope”. 

This  trust  finally  developed  into  a permanent  institution  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  called  the  George  Peabody  College  for 
Teachers,  because  of  the  lack  of  teacher  training  facilities  in 
that  section  and  the  conviction  that  without  well  trained 
teachers  the  whole  educational  system  would  fail  to  accomplish 
any  worth  while  purpose.  At  a Founder’s  Day  program  of 
the  College  our  own  recent  townsman,  Alden  P.  White, 
honored  the  name  of  George  Peabody  by  saying,  “It  is  to  the 
pioneers  of  every  philanthropy  that  the  grateful  homage  of 
humanity  is  perpetually  due”. 

One  cannot  help  wondering  what  need  George  Peabody  felt 
that  caused  him  to  give  so  much  money  for  educational  pro- 
jects. Although  his  lack  of  formal  education  was  not  excep- 
tional in  those  early  days  of  large  families  and  small  cash 
resources  for  one  not  designed  for  the  profession  of  ministry 
or  law  or  medicine,  yet  that  he  felt  the  advantage  of  book 
learning  so  strongly  as  to  give  such  large  sums  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  libraries,  lecture  courses,  and  educational  institu- 
tions was  a pioneering  of  the  mind  along  paths  hitherto 
untrodden.  Of  course  there  had  been  libraries  since  ancient 
times  for  the  use  of  scholars,  and  halls  of  learning  for  the 
wealthy,  but  no  such  general  spread  of  the  means  of  educa- 
tion among  people  of  all  walks  of  life  as  George  Peabody 
envisaged. 

Calvin  Coolidge  spoke  of  him  as  the  “Father  of  modern 
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educational  philanthropy”.  In  his  brochure  on  George 
Peabody,  Philip  Whitwell  Wilson  gives  an  imposing  presenta- 
tion of  what  these  early  endowments  meant  to  the  people  of 
this  country: 

“When  George  Peabody  started  Peabody  Institute  (Balti- 
more) Andrew  Carnegie  was  only  a seventeen  year  old  boy. 
The  Public  Library  was  unknown,  an  idea  for  which  George 
Peabody  more  than  any  other  man  must  be  allowed  credit..  A 
Public  Library  meant  more  to  him  than  an  agency  for  pro- 
viding and  circulating  books.  It  was  to  be  a people ’s  univer- 
sity to  which  all,  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  Catholic,  Pro- 
testant and  J ew  were  to  have  equal  access ; it  was  to  be  the 
homo  of  music  and  the  arts,  as  well  as  literature. 

“The  establishment  of  the  Peabody  Education  Ftind,  on  a 
scale  then  regarded  as  colossal,  was  an  event  of  supreme  econ- 
omic importance  to  the  United  States.  Immense  fortunes 
were  rapidly  accumulating.  And  all  the  materials  were  avail- 
able for  the  development  of  a plutocracy,  at  least  as  powerful 
and  possibly  as  irresponsible  as  the  landed  feudalism  which 
was  breaking  down  in  Europe — a feudalism  which  Americans 
themselves  were  loudly  decrying.  But  at  the  very  outset, 
George  Peabody,  as  it  were,  turned  the  stream  of  wealth, 
when  still  it  could  be  turned,  from  a selfish  to  a social 
channel.  ’ ’ 

He  goes  on  to  enumerate  some  of  those  who  followed  George 
Peabody’s  example.  Within  a year  Alexander  T.  Stewart 
gave  one  million  dollar^  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  in  New 
York.  A.  J.  D'rexel  gave  millions  to  public  uses.  Johns 
Hopkins  left  his  money  for  the  university.  John  F.  Slater 
gave  a million  to  encourage  the  education  of  liberated  negroes. 
Carnegie  Institution,  Bussell  Sage  Foundation,  the  Anna  T. 
Jeans  Fund  for  fostering  rural  schools  for  negroes,  and 
Bockefeller  Foundation  were  in  their  origin  influenced  un- 
doubtedly by  George  Peabody. 

The  story  is  told  of  the  evening  when  he  and  Johns  Hopkins 
were  having  a friendly  talk  together,  in  the  course  of  which, 
kindled  with  the  fire  of  enthusiasm,  Mr.  Peabody  told  how  the 
practice  of  giving  had  become  a pleasure,  and  Hopkins, 
catching  the  spirit,  made  his  will  establishing  the  university. 
Another  report  is  found  in  a recent  popular  story  by  Augusta 
Tucker  called,  “The  Man  Miss  Susie  Loved”,  in  which  George 
Peabody  figures  as  the  man  to  whom  Johns  Hopkins  sent  for 
advice  as  to  the  discovery  of  Lord  Lister ’s  germ  killer,  because 
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of  his  failure  to  save  the  life  of  Miss  Susie  ?s  fiancee.  Accord- 
ing to  this  story  this  was  the  incident  which  caused  him  to 
realize  that  there  should  be  a medical  school  to  keep  his  state 
in  touch  with  new  discoveries  and  spread  information  about 
them. 

It  was  not  this  country  alone  which  benefited,  however,  from 
George  Peabody’s  gifts  and  influence.  During  such  a long 
residence  in  England  he  naturally  became  interested  in  the 
people  there  and  desirous  of  expressing  his  appreciation  of 
the  support  which  had  made  possible  his  success  among  them. 
Between  1862-1868  he  gave  various  sums,  amounting  in  the 
end  to  three  million  dollars,  for  a housing  program  in  the 
City  of  London.  His  belief  that  the  poor  needed  not  so  much 
charity,  according  to  our  modern  interpretation  of  the  word, 
as  a chance,  caused  him  to  build  model  tenements  which  could 
be  rented  at  a reasonable  sum,  with  the  result  that,  because  of 
this  wise  foresight,  the  buildings  are  well  kept  up  from  income 
derived  from  them,  leaving  the  initial  endowment  to  provide 
for  new  developments.  The  donor  himself  considered  that  if 
the  gift  was  judiciously  managed  for  two  centuries  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  buy  the  city  of  London.  In  a letter  to  Charles 
Francis  Adams,  American  minister  to  England,  concerning 
the  project,  he  expressed  the  purpose  which  had  been  his 
guiding  star  throughout  his  business  career.  He  wrote,  4 ‘ I am 
desirous  to  explain  that  from  a comparatively  early  period  of 
my  commercial  life  I had  resolved  in  my  own  mind  that, 
should  my  labors  be  blessed  with  success,  I would  devote  a 
portion  of  the  property  thus  acquired  to  promote  the  intellec- 
tual, moral  and  physical  welfare  of  my  fellowmen  wherever, 
from  circumstances  or  location,  their  claims  upon  me  would  be 
strongest  ’ ’. 

He  increased  his  hold  upon  the  sympathies  of  the  English 
people  when  he  financed  the  equipment  for  the  ship  sent 
under  Dr.  Elisha  Kane  to  search  the  Arctic  seas  for  the  explor- 
ing expedition  of  Sir  John  Fhanklin.  No  trace  of  it  was 
found,  but  the  attempt  was  gratefully  acknowledged  by  trib- 
utes to  George  Peabody  in  the  public  press. 

In  another  connection  but  with  equal  appropriateness  to  this 
occasion,  Edward  Everett  Hale  said  of  him,  “He  seems  to 
have  consecrated  the  immense  influence  which  he  has  so 
worthily  acquired  to  those  friendly  offices  which  best  unite 
two  lands  that  should  be  parted  only  by  the  ocean. 9 1 

Washington  Irving  called  him,  “a  gentleman  to  whom  our 
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whole  country  is  indebted  for  the  generous  and  noble  manner 
in  which  he  has  illustrated  the  American  character  ”. 

George  Peabody  himself  said,  in  his  letter  to  Danvers  in 
185:2,  “I  have  had  the  mortification  to  witness  the  social 
standing  of  Americans  in  Europe  very  seriously  affected,  and 
to  feel  that  it  was  not  entirely  undeserved ; but  thank  heaven, 
I have  lived  to  see  the  cause  nearly  annihilated  by  the  energy, 
industry,  and  honesty  of  my  countrymen;  thereby  creating 
between  the  people  of  the  two  great  nations,  speaking  the 
English  language,  and  governed  by  liberal  and  free  institu- 
tions, a more  kind  and  cordial  feeling  than  has  existed  at  any 
other  time.  ’ ’ 

Undoubtedly  much  of  the  change  was  due  to  his  own 
example,  and  effort  to  show  to  each  country  the  better  side  of 
the  other,  as  when  he  gave  the  money  which  Congress  had 
neglected  to  provide  for  decorating  the  American  section  of 
the  International  Exhibition  in  London  in  1851,  silencing  the 
amusement  and  criticism  of  the  English  press  and  providing 
a proper  background  for  the  displays  of  inventive  genius  of 
the  Americans. 

It  is  not  too  greatly  to  be  wondered  at  then,  although  most 
unusual,  that  at  his  death  in  1869  he  was  mourned  by  the 
whole  English  people,  royalty  and  commoners  alike,  as  well 
as  by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  British  and 
American  warships  that  accompanied  his  body  to  Portsmouth, 
whence  it  was  taken  to  its  last  resting  place  in  Harmony  Grove 
cemetery,  near  the  early  home  which  was  so  dear  to  him,  was 
pageantry  usually  reserved  for  kings,  and  the  resting  place  in 
Westminister  Abbey  which  England  offered  was  almost  un- 
heard of  for  a foreigner.  Tributes  in  poetry  and  prose  came 
from  abroad  and  at  home.  Victor  Hugo  wrote : 

“Yes,  America  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  great  citizen 
of  the  world,  of  this  great  brother  of  men,  George  Peabody. 
Peabody  is  a happy  man  who  himself  once  suffered  the  very 
need  of  the  poor.  Winning  a position  second  only  to 
Rothschild,  he  has  found  means  to  exchange  it  for  a place  next 
to  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

“On  this  earth  there  are  men  of  hate  and  men  of  love. 
Peabody  was  one  of  the  latter.  It  is  on  the  face  of  these  men 
that  we  see  the  smile  of  God. 

“What  law  did  he  practice?  One  alone — the  law  of  broth- 
erhood— a law  divine,  a law  human,  which  adjusts  the  help 
according  to  the  distresses,  which  gives  here  the  precepts, 
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which  gives  there  the  millions,  which  traces  across  the  centur- 
ies amid  our  gloom  a gleam  of  light. 

“So  Peabody  returns  home  to  you,  blessed  by  us.  Our 
world  envies  you  in  having  him.  His  country  will  guard  his 
dust ; our  hearts,  his  memory ! How  immense  was  the  emotion 
that  was  his  escort  across  the  sea ! 

“The  free  American  pavilion  will  never  spread  her  roof  of 
stars  to  the  limit  of  his  grace ! ’ ’ 

What  was  the  secret  of  his  hold  on  the  respect  and  affec- 
tionate loyalties  of  those  who  had  known  him,  for  even  Queen 
Victoria  had  her  portrait  painted  especially  for  him,  w^hich 
now  with  other  testimonials,  is  treasured  in  the  library  in 
Peabody  ? 

‘ ‘ His  success  was  not  the  result  of  accident  but  the  result  of 
industry,  perseverance,  energy,  clearness  of  perception,  one- 
ness of  purpose,  fixedness  of  effort,  and  strength  of  will”, 
Dr.  Josph  H.  Hanaford  says  in  his  introduction  to  Phebe  A. 
Hanaford’s  “Life  of  George  Peabody”,  which  was  dedicated 
in  1870  “To  all  true  friends  of  humanity,  in  England  and 
America,  this  record  of  a Cheerful  Giver,  whose  benevolence 
is  worthy  of  world-wide  imitation.” 

Abbott  Lawrence,  at  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the 
Peabody  library,  expressed  it  in  this  way  ‘ ‘ First,  nature  gave 
him  a good  constitution  and  a sound  mind;  secondly,  he  is  a 
man  of  indomitable  moral  courage  ; thirdly,  he  has  patience, 
perseverance,  industry  and  above  all,  the  strictest  integrity.  ’ ’ 
Quoting  from  Howard  Glyndon’s  verses  written  in  eulogy 
after  his  death: 

“His  memory  should  be  a spell 
To  banish  spleen  and  bitterness.” 


BUILDINGS  ERECTED  IN  DANVERS  IN  1945 

Erland  D.  Cole,  hen  house,  Seaview  Ave. ; Fred  Fosberg, 
house,  Doty  Ave. ; Francis  W.  Rando,  house,  13  Walcott  Rd. ; 
Charles  A.  Galleucia,  barn,  Holten  St. ; Frank  DeCoste,  house, 
(Not  finished),  Prospect  St.;  Raymond  Fontaine,  house,  (Not 
finished),  99  Conant  St.;  L.  W.  Jewett,  house,  Walcott  Rd. 
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By  Miss  Mary  E.  Nichols,  Curator 


( Continued  from  Vol.  32,  p.  49) 

Recent  Acquisitions 

A complete  Teaset  of  brilliant  Lustre  Ware  by  the  Bequest 
of  the  late  Professor  Clifton  Rumney  Hall  of  Princeton.  He 
was  born  5 May  1884 — and  died  in  April  1945. 

This  set  belonged  to  his  great-grandmother  Mrs.  Sally  Ann 
(Harvey)  Leach  who  lived  in  Kingston,  N.  H.  His  mother 
Mrs.  Laura  Page  Leach  was  born  25  Jan.  1856,  in  Epping,  N. 
H.  and  died  17  Aug.  1939  in  Danvers.  She  married  Mr.  M. 
A.  Hall  who  for  many  years  carried  on  a Dry  Goods  Store  in 
town. 

A Chelsea  Teaset  of  five  pieces  came  from  the  Misses  Saun- 
ders, great-granddaughters  of  Col.  Jeremiah  Page,  who  live 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  (77) 

We  have  many  choice  pieces  of  China  from  the  Estate  of 
Mrs.  Abby  (Peterson)  Towne  a former  Curator  of  our  So- 
ciety. 

Some  early  English  dinner  set  pieces  have  come  to  us  from 
Miss  Alice  C.  Abbott’s  Estate. 

These  with  the  Hunt,  Bond,  Woodbury,  Gould,  Page,  Mudge 
and  Kimball  estates  of  earlier  years  give  us  an  unusual  Cera- 
mic collection  and  the  wording  of  the  individual  donors  men- 
tioned below  add  rare  geneological  data  to  the  Town  of 
Danvers. 

If  you  have  anything  in  your  possession  which  you  intend 
to  donate  to  the  Society  at  some  time,  please  write  the  history 
now  and  keep  it  with  the  article  and  name  the  owners  (as  far 
as  you  know)  that  the  geneology  of  our  later  years  may  be  as 
accurate  as  that  of  the  first  members  of  the  Danvers  Historical 
Society.  Those  who  come  after  us  do  not  know  the  details. 

Donations  of  Cups  and  Saucers  (unless  otherwise  stated) 

Allen-Lamson  Given  to  Albert  G.  and  Martha  M.  Allen  in 
1847,  as  a wedding  gift  from  her  father  William  Lamson 
of  Beverly. 

Adams-Putnam  Given  by  Sarah  I.  Putnam,  niece  of  Israel 
Adams. 
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Bates-Page  Given  by  John  Bates,  belonged  to  Martha  (Page) 
Bates,  in  1822. 

Berry-Preston  Given  by  Mrs.  John  S.  Learoyd,  granddaugh- 
ter of  Ebenezer  and  Mehitable  (Preston)  Berry.  Cup 
only,  1808. 

Learoyd-Silvester  John  A.  and  Sarah  Stacy  (Silvester) 
Learoyd,  1831.  Given  by  daughter-in-law,  Mrs,  John 
S.  Learoyd. 

Berry- Abbott  Eben  G.  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Abbott)  Berry, 
1836.  Mrs.  John  S.  Learoyd,  a daughter. 

Black-Cheever  William  and  Mary  Pindar  (Cheever)  Black, 

1835.  Given  by  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Black. 

Black-Page  Moses,  jr.  and  Harriet  Newell  (Page)  Black, 
with  initials  H.  N.  P.  1835,  given  by  Mrs,  Harret  N.  Black. 
Blaek-Putnam  Major  Moses  and  Phebe  (Putnam)  Black, 
1804.  Given  by  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  0.  wife  of  Charles 
E.  Smith. 

Bomer-Dodge  John  and  Hannah  (Dodge)  Bomer  began 
housekeeping  near  the  Iron  Foundry,  1828.  Given  by 
Mrs.  John  Hines. 

Braman-Parker  Rev.  Dr.  Milton  P.  and  Mary  (Parker)  Bra- 
man  began  housekeeping  in  the  Judge  Llolten  house 
which  now  belongs  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  in  1826.  Given  by  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Braman. 
First  donor  for  this  collection. 

Butler-Putnam  John  and  Margaret  (Putnam)  Butler  owned 
in  1839.  Given  by  Mrs.  John  C.  Butler. 

Cheever-Pindar  Thomas  and  Sally  (Pindar)  Cheever, 
bought  in  Liverpool  soon  after  their  marriage  in  1805. 
Given  by  Miss  Hannah  P.  Cheever. 

Colcord-Hutchinson  Eben  and  Sarah  (Towne)  Colcord, 

1836.  Given  by  Mrs.  Alfred  Hutchinson,  a daughter. 
Endicott-Woodbury  William  and  Lydia  (Woodbury)  En~ 

dicott,  1835.  Given  by  Mrs.  Marion  (Endicott)  wife  of 
Henry  G.  Hyde. 

Fellows-Putnam  Alfred  and  Nancy  (Putnam)  Fellows  1845. 
Given  by  Mrs.  Alfred  Fellows,  mother  of  Mrs.  Alfred 
Masury. 

Fowler-Putnam  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Putnam)  Fowler, 
owned  in  1773.  Given  by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hunt,  a great 
granddaughter.  (Sarah  Putnam  was  the  first  white  child 
born  on  Skelton’s  Neck,  now  Danversport. ) 
Fowler-Putnam  Deacon  Samuel  P.  and  Harriet  (Putnam) 
Fowler,  owned  in  1833.  Given  by  wife  of  Deacon  Fowler. 
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Hutchinson-Nourse  Deacon  Elijah  and  Ruthy  (Nourse) 
Hutchinson,  owned  in  1832.  Given  by  a daughter  Mrs. 
Harriet  Preston. 

Kenney-Hutchinson  John  and  Eunice  (Hutchinson)  Ken- 
ney. Given  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Eaton. 

Merrill-Emery  Abel  and  Anna  (Emery)  Merrill,  1776.  Giv- 
en by  Miss  Susan  W.  Tapley,  great  granddaughter. 

Libby-Stables  George  and  Sarah  (Stables)  Libby,  owned  in 
1857.  Given  by  Mrs.  George  Libby. 

Lawrence-Page  Abel  and  Abigail  (Page)  Lawrence,  owned 
in  1780.  Given  by  Miss  Caroline  W.  Lawrence,  a grand 
daughter.  Mrs.  Lawrence  was  daughter  of  Samuel  Page, 
Danversport. 

Mudge-Bryant  Edwin  and  Lydia  Nichols  (Bryant)  Mudge, 
owned  in  1844. 

Mudge-Wentworth  Augustus  and  Lucy  Ann  (Wentworth) 
Mudge.  Given  by  Mrs.  Augustus  Mudge, 

Nichols-Nichols  Andrew  and  Ruth  (Nichols)  Nichols,  1809. 
Given  by  his  daughter,  Mary  W.  Nichols,  by  second  mar- 
riage. 

Nichols-Putnam  John  and  Emma  (Putnam)  Nichols. 

Given  by  Andrerw  Nichols,  nephew. 

Nourse- (Putnam)  Allen  and  Ruth  (Putnam)  Nourse,  1799. 
Given  by  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Preston,  a granddaughter. 

Nourse-Burrell  Rogers  and  Mary  (Burrell)  Nourse. 

Given  by  Miss  Sarah  M.  Tapley,  a granddaughter. 

Osborne-  Cup  only  belonged  to  the  Osborne  family  of  Salem 
three  generations  ago.  Given  by  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Hall  of 
Rutland,  Vermont,  great-granddaughter  of  Col.  Caleb 
Lowe,  1890. 

Pedrick- Carder  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Carder)  Pedrick. 
Given  by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Pedrick,  a granddaughter.  Date 
unknown. 

Perley-Batchelder  Amos  Procter  and  Sarah  F.  (Batchelder) 
Perley,  1848.  Given  by  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Perley. 

Perley-Proctor  Cup  only  of  Amos  and  Hannah  (Proctor) 
Perley.  Given  by  Mrs.  A.  Proctor  Perley. 

Perley-  Cup  and  saucer  of  unknown  date.  Given  by  Mrs. 
Sarah  F.  Perley,  wife  of  A.  Proctor  Perley. 

Phelps-Sheldon  Theodore  and  Betsey  (Sheldon)  Phelps. 
Given  by  Mrs.  William  Caird.  165  years  old  in  1890. 

Pliilbrick-Putnam  John  D.  Philbrick  and  Julia  (Putnam) 
Philbrick  owned  in  1843.  Given  by  Mrs.  Philbrick  who 
had  the  idea  of  collecting  cups  and  saucers. 
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Pope-Goodale  Amos  and  Sarah  (Goodale)  Pope,  owned  in 
1805.  Given  by  Mrs.  Zephaniah  Pope,  daughter-in-law. 
She  was  Nancy  Mudge. 

Porter-Endicott  Jonathan  and  Lydia  (Endicott)  Porter. 

Given  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Porter. 

Preston-Proctor  Daniel  and  Lucinda  (Proctor)  Preston 
owned  in  1816.  Also  Edwin  F.  and  Olivia  (Woodbury) 
Putnam,  1835.  Given  by  Mrs.  Edwin  F.  Putnam. 
Putnam-  James  A.  Putnam  and  probably  his  father,  Dr. 
Archelaus  Putnam.  Given  by  Israel  Putnam,  a son-in- 
law. 

Putnam-Bomer  Augustus  and  Abby  (Bomer)  Putnam  in 
1836.  Given  by  Miss  Abby  Putnam,  daughter. 
Putnam-Flint  Adrian  and  Fanny  (Flint)  Putnam,  1832. 

Given  by  Miss  Lillian  B.  Putnam,  a granddaughter. 
Putnam-Putnam  Daniel  and  Susanna  (Putnam)  Putnam, 
1797.  Given  by  Miss  Susan  Putnam,  daughter. 
Putnam-Putnam  Daniel  F.  and  Susan  H.  (Putnam)  Putnam, 
1832.  Given  by  Mrs.  Susan  H.,  wife  of  Daniel  F. 
Putnam- Whittier  Simeon  and  Harriet  (Whittier)  Putnam. 

Given  by  Simeon  A.  Putnam,  son. 

Putnam-Pope  Calvin  and  Mary  (Pope)  Putnam,  1841. 

Given  by  Mrs.  Calvin  Putnam. 

Putnam-Pope  Andrew  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Pope)  Putnam, 
1844.  Given  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.,  widow  of  Andrew  M. 
Putnam. 

Putnam-Putnam  Moses  and  Betsey  (Putnam),  1803.  Given 
by  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Putnam  of  Boston,  daughter.  Also 
Joseph  F.  and  Emeline  (Putnam)  Black,  1844.  Same 
doner. 

Putnam-Page  Alfred  and  Mary  (Page)  Putnam,  1831. 
Given  by  Mrs.  Martha  P.,  wife  of  Abner  0.  Goodale  of 
Salem. 

Nourse-Putnam  Orin  and  Sally  (Nourse)  Putnam,  1836. 

Given  by  Mrs.  Adelaide  E.  Hayes,  daughter. 
Putnam-Ross  Elias  and  Eunice  (Ross)  Putnam,  1812.  Given 
by  Mrs.  John  R.  Langley,  daughter. 

Putnam-Putnam  Col.  Enoch  and  Hannah  ( Putnam ) 
Putnam,,  1755.  Given  by  Charles  H.  Preston,  a great- 
great-grandson. 

Putnam-Herrick  Samuel  and  Mary  (Herrick)  Putnam,  1807. 

Given  by  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Trask,  daughter. 

Putnam-Webb  Capt.  Eben  and  Betsey  (Webb)  Putnam,  1808. 
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Given  by  Mrs.  Margaret,  wife  of  Joseph  W.  Ropes,  dau- 
ghter. 

Putnam-Ropes  Joseph  W.  and  Margaret  (Putnam)  Ropes 
1840. 

Tapley-Robinson  Gilbert  and  Fidelia  (Robinson)  Tapley, 
1820.  Given  by  Mrs.  Fidelia,  wife  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Tapley. 
Tapley-Nourse  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Nourse)  Tapley , 1815. 
Given  by  Sarah  M.  Tapley. 

Tapley-Peabody  Perley  and  Sally  (Peabody)  Tapley,  1825. 

Given  by  Mrs.  Nathan  P.  Putnam,  a daughter. 

Skinner-  (98)  Cup  and  plate,  given  by  Mrs.  G.  T.  Skinner. 
Stimpson-  Cup  and  Saucer,  William  Stimpson  brought  from 
China  at  unknown  date.  Given  by  George  0.  Stimpson. 
Tapley-Putnam  Nathan  and  Lydia  (Putnam)  Tapley,  1826. 

Given  by  Mrs.  J.  Hervey  Reed  of  Boston,  daughter. 
Tapley-Welch  Jesse  and  Susan  (Welch)  Tapley,  1830.  Given 
by  Miss  Susan  W.  Tapley,  daughter. 

Wadsworth-  Once  belonged  to  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin  Wads- 
worth, ordained  1772.  Given  by  Mrs.  Mary,  wife  of 
Calvin  Putnam. 

Walcott- Jacobs  Jonathan  and  Lydia  (Jacobs)  Walcott. 

Given  by  Mrs.  George  Tapley,  daughter. 

Jacohs-Goodale  John  and  Hannah  (Goodale)  Jacobs.  Given 
by  Mrs.  George  Tapley,  granddaughter. 

Pedrick-Carder  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Carder)  Pedrick. 

Given  by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Pedrick. 

Putnam-  Formerly  belonged  to  Dr.  A'rchelaus  Putnam. 

Given  by  Mr.  Israel  H,  Putnam. 

Merrill-Emery  Mrs.  Anna  (Emery)  Merrill,  married  Abel 
Merrill  in  1776.  Given  by  Miss  Susan  W.  Tapley,  great- 
granddaughter. 

Bachelder-Brown  Cup,  Ezra  and  Nancy  (Brown)  Batchel- 
der,  1795  (Dec.  17)  . Given  by  Mrs.  Dean  Kimball, 
daughter. 

Black-Putnam  Joseph  and  Emeline  E.  (Putnam)  Black,  1844. 

Given  by  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Putnam,  Boston. 

Berry- Abbott  Eben  G.  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Abbott)  Berry, 
1832-1836.  Given  by  Mrs.  John  S.  Learoyd,  a daughter. 
Richardson-  Formerly  belonged  to  Miss  Sally  Richardson  of 
Peabody,  Mass.  Said  to  have  been  100  years  old  in  1876. 
Given  by  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Smith.  (She  was  the  nurse  when 
my  father,  Andrew  Nichols  was  born  in  1837.  M.E.N.) 

Putnam-Merriam  Col.  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Merriam) 
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Putnam.  Saucer,  1804.  Given  by  Mrs.  Calvin  Putnam, 
daughter-in-law. 

Newhall-  Formerly  owned  by  Sarah  Henfield  in  her  early 
childhood,  ishe  was  born  January  7,  1783.  Given  by  Miss 
Alice  Haraden  Newhall,  great-granddaughter. 

Kenney-  With  picture  of  Rebecca  Nourse  House,  given  by 
Mrs.  Isadora  E.  Kenney. 

Putnam-Herrick  Samuel  and  Mary  (Herrick)  Putnam,  1807. 
Given  by  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Trask,  daughter. 

Granville-Wiggin  At  least  100  years  old,  once  belonged  to 
Pierce  N.  Wiggin  of  Salem,  given  to  his  niece,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  B.  (Wiggin)  Granville.  Given  by  her  dau- 
ghter, Miss  Sophia  M.  Granville,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Wilkins-  Brought  from  Marseilles,  France,  some  50  or  60 
years  ago,  by  Capt.  Charles  F.  Wilkins.  Given  by  Miss 
Helen  E.  Wilkins,  daughter,  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Putnam-Bradstreet  Ahira  H.  and  Sarah  (Bradstreet)  Put- 
nam, married  October  9,  1834.  Given  by  Granville  B. 
Putnam,  son,  Boston. 

Kimball-  Very  old  cup  and  saucer,  given  by  Miss  Azzie 
Kimball. 

Hook-  Presented  to  Miss  Hannah  Hook  (Mrs.  John 
Morrison)  in  1839,  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  John  Hook.  Giv- 
en by  Mrs.  Martin  McDonald. 

(Explanation,  Mrs.  Morrison  (Hannah  Hook)  died.  Mr. 

Morrison  married  his  first  wife’s  sister,  who  then  became  in 

possession  of  them,  she  gave  them  to  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mc- 
Donald, who  gave  them  to  the  Historical  Society.) 

Verry-Dempsey  Joseph  Yerry  and  Polly  (Dempsey)  Verry. 
married  1811,  given  by  their  granddaughter,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
H.  Grover. 

Fowle-  Over  119  years  old,  given  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Fowle. 

Woodbury-  Oriental  Lowestoft  Cup,  green  decoration. 
Woodbury  Bequest. 

Bond-  Lowestoft.  Estate  of  Mary  E.  Bond. 

Black-Page  Said  to  have  been  the  property  of  the  .early  Page 
families. 

Conant-Baker  Blue  and  white  Saucer,  part  of  wedding  set 
of  Major  John  and  Ruth  Baker  (Stanley)  Conant  of  Bev- 
erly, married  October  5,  1816.  Major  Conant  belonged 
to  the  Militia  of  Beverly  in  1812,  grandfather  of  Benja- 
min and  Clarissa  Conant. 

Wellsr-  Belonged  to  a Wells  family,  conventional  red  leaves 
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and  red  lustre  sprays  with  a green  leaf  here  and  there. 
Given  by  Miss  Annie  G.  Perley. 

Flint-  Scenes  of  girl  and  dog.  Labelled  “The  Cottage  Girl”. 
Given  by  Miss  Olive  Flint. 

Mudge-  Staffordshire  blue,  in  “Milkmaid”  pattern,  Spode. 

About  1814.  Florence  Mudge  Estate. 

Mudge-Russell  Wedding  china  of  Mehitable  (Dwinnell) 
Mudge.  Given  by  Miss  Lucy  Mudge,  granddaughter. 
Towne-  Several  pieces.  Mrs.  Abby  Towne  Estate. 
Black-Putnam  Plate  with  picture  of  the  Capitol  and  names 
of  fifteen  states,  from  the  home  of  Major  Moses  Black. 
Given  by  his  daughter-in-law  (113)  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Put- 
nam. 

Bradstreet-Stearns  Syrup  Pitcher  1836.  Albert  and  Lydia 
(Stearns)  Bradstreet.  This  pitcher  has  figures  upon  it 
which  illustrates  one  scene  in  Burns’  “Tam  0 Shanta”. 
Poem  inside  pitcher.  (128)  Given  by  Mrs.  Sarah  W. 
Bradstreet,  a daughter. 

Braman-  Sugar  bowl,  soup  plate  and  dinner  plate,  1826. 

(59)  Given  by  Mrs.  Milton  P.  B.  Braman. 

Cheever-  Platter  (blue)  from  family  of  Israel  Cheever. 

(76)  Given  by  Mrs.  Edwin  Cheever. 

Endicott-  Cream  pitcher  1816.  Brought  from  China  to  Sa- 
lem by  Capt.  Timothy  Endicott,  a native  of  Danvers,  born 
in  1785.  Given  by  Mrs.  Benjamin  S.  Newhall,  a niece. 
Hook-Fish  Cake  Plate.  John  and  Hannah  (Fish)  Hook. 

(67)  Given  by  Miss  Harriet  Hook. 

Kimball-Batehelder  Sugar  bowl  and  Cream  Pitcher.  (95) 
Dean  and  Polly  (Batchelder)  Kimball. 

Kettelle-Putnam  Pickle  Dish,  1826.  (62)  Mrs.  Emma  (Put- 

nam) Kettelle.  Given  by  Miss  Susan  Putnam,  sister. 
Perry  Vegetable  Dish,  light  blue,  “Temple  and  Pagonda”. 

Given  by  Mrs.  Ann  Perry,  widow  of  Clifford  Perry. 
Porter-  Sugar  bowl.  Silvered  china,  English.  (192).  Given 
by  a descendant  of  John  and  Mary  Porter  Lamson. 
Learoyd-  Tea  pot,  quaint  and  ancient,,  was  used  by  great 
grandmother  of  donor,  either  in  Billerica  or  Andover,  in 
the  days  of  “Tax  on  Tea”  1770.  Tradition  says  that  she 
took  her  little  teapot  with  her,  and  her  drawing  of  tea 
with  her,  when  she  went  to  spend  the  afternoon.  Tea 
was  so  expensive,  that  but  little  was  kept  in  the  house. 
(121)  Given  by  Mrs.  John  S.  Learoyd. 

Jocelyn-Louden  Pitcher,  ancient  date  unknown.  John  and 
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Lucy  (Louden)  Jocelyn.  Bought  by  their  son  in  1807. 
He  died  at  sea  in  1809,  aged  23.  (77)  Given  by  Mrs. 

Augustus  Mudge,  a granddaughter. 

Mudge-Wilson  Salt  Cellar,  Pepper  pot  1810  (blue  and  white) 
Amos  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Mudge.  (69)  Given  by 
Mrs.  Caroline  (Mudge)  Marsh,  Peabody,  Mass.,  a daugh- 
ter, 1890. 

Putnam-Butler  Mug,  ancient,  which  belonged  to  Miss  Sally 
Putnam,  who  died  at  Danversport,  March  2,  1866,  she 
was  the  daughter  of  Archelaus  Putnam,  who  married 
Ruth  Butler  of  Essex.  (Picture  of  Chinese  Pagoda). 
(108)  Given  by  Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Black. 

Page-Fowler  Cheese  Plate,  1805  (Dec.  12).  John  and  Mary 
(Fowler)  Page.  (44)  Given  by  Miss  Anne  L.  Page,  a 
daughter. 

Pedrick-  Cake  Plate  (Oriental  enamel)  Delft.  (81)  Given 
by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Pedrick,  1890. 

Perkins-  Punch  Bowl,  200  years  old  (Jan.  17,  1891)  For 
seven  generations  in  the  Perkins  family.  (104)  Given 
by  Mrs.  R.  B.  Pray,  Topsfield. 

Perley-  Platter,  1838,  Gravy  Tureen,  Plate.  (55)  Given  by 
Mrs.  A.  Proctor  Perley. 

Phelps-Duncklee  Sugar  bowl  and  Cream  pitcher  (blue)  1805. 
(156)  Given  by  Mrs.  William  R.  Putnam,  a daughter, 
Red  Wing,  Minnesota, 

Philbrick-  Plate  with  picture  of  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Bos- 
ton, purchased  during  the  first  week  in  December,  1892, 
at  the  Teacher’s  Bazaar,  1892.  (992)  By  Mrs.  John  D. 

Philbrick  (Julia  Putnam)  and  given  by  her. 

Porter-  Plate,  formerly  belonged  to  Gen.  Moses  Porter, 
(dark  blue  and  white  conventional),  given  by  Mary  E. 
Porter.  (17) 

Nourse-Putnam  Allen  and  Ruth  (Putnam)  Nourse,  mug, 
1799.  Given  by  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Preston,  a grand- 
daughter. (Cream  with  wreath  around  top  and  bottom) 
(48) 

Preston-Putnam  Dinner  Plate,  1826.  Clarissa  (Putnam) 
Preston.  (62)  Given  by  Miss  Clara  Putnam  (Hale)  Bell, 
a granddaughter. 

Preston-Procter  Tea  Plate  1816  (June  4)  Daniel  and 
Lucinda  (Procter)  Preston.  (64)  Given  by  Miss  Eliza 
W.  Preston,  a daughter. 

Putnam-  Four  small  pieces  from  the  old  Danvers  Pottery 
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Works.  Tile  with  the  picture  of  the  old  “ Hancock 
House,  ” Beacon  Street,  Boston.  (132)  Given  by  our  Pres- 
ident, Rev.  Alfred  P.  Putnam,  D.  D.  Concord,  Mass. 

Putnam-Nourse  Teapot,  1836.  Orrin  and  Sally  (Nourse) 
Putnam.  (126)  Given  by  Mrs.  Adelaide  E.  Hayes,  a 
daughter. 

Putnam-  Butter  Boat  1771.  Formerly  belonged  to  Israel 
Putnam,  a nephew  of  Major  General  Israel  Putnam,  and 
father  of  Daniel  Putnam.  (45)  Given  by  Miss  Susan 
Putnam,  a granddaughter. 

Smith -Marsh  Blue  plate  once  belonged  to  John  and  Betsey 
(Marsh)  Smith,  married  3rd  June  1819  in  Danvers,  now 
West  Peabody.  (1198)  Given  by  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Tucker, 
a daughter,  for  her  sisters. 

White-Porter  Plate,  picture  of  State  House,  Boston.  Amos 
C.  and  Lydia  (Porter)  White.  (131)  Given  by  Hon. 
Alden  P.  White,  a grandson.  Oct.  12,  1891.  Lydia 
Porter  was  a daughter  of  Col.  Paul  Porter  of  Wenham, 
Mass. 

Webb-Dale  Pitcher  ancient,  unknown  date.  Nathaniel  and 
Eunice  (Dale)  Webb.  (47)  Given  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Ropes, 
a granddaughter.  Also  two  platters,  “Jeddo  Pattern” 
about  100  years  old  in  1945. 

Woodbury  Bequest-  Jackfield  Teapot,  before  1825.  Pair  of 
Chantilly  teacups,  spring  decoration. 

Large  Blue  and  White  Japanese  Bowl  in  centre  Fiijiama, 
the  sacred  mountain  13,080  ft.  above  sea-level.  (1595) 
Gift  of  Mr.  Frederick  Lanuson,  Salem. 

Blue  and  white  sugar  bowl  which  came  from  the  Page  House 
probably  belonged  to  the  first  Mrs.  Page.  (2284)  Gift  of 
Mrs.  John  P.  Peabody,  Cambridge. 

Lowestoft  Set  of  China.  Bequest  of  Miss  Emily  Gould. 

Wedgewood  Box  and  two  wedgewood  medalions  and  a framed 
green  and  white  one  given  her  by  Mrs.  Joseph 
Chamberlain. 

Small  antique  jewel  box  lined  with  orange  velvet,  also  waste 
bowl  part  of  her  maternal  grandmother’s  wedding  set, 
Mrs.  Mehitable  Putnam  (Dwinnell)  Russell,  married  Dec. 
20,  1805,  died  Feb.  3,  1880.  Given  by  Miss  Lucy  Mudge. 

‘‘Water  Cooler”  Green  pottery  with  pointed  base,  used  by 
Mrs.  Mehitable  Russell  in  early  1800’s. 

Majolica  Mug  Loaned  indefinitely  by  Miss  Lucy  Mudge. 

Pitcher  Blue  and  White,  Snake  handle.  Belonged  to  Mrs. 
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Amelia  Sykes,  Shepherds7  Green,  England,  grandmother 
of  David  E.  Woodward.  Loaned  by  Miss  Lucy  Mudge. 

Doll’s  Teaset  Bristol  ware  once  belonged  to  Miss  Alice 
Harraden  Newhall.  Given  by  Mr.  Walter  Newhall. 

Butter  Boat  1841.  (46)  Given  by  Mrs.  Calvin  Putnam 

(Mary  Pope). 

Antique  Teaset  Child’s  Set  given  to  Edweena  Putnam, 
daughter  of  Edward  B.  and  Eleanor  R.  Putnam  about 
thirty  years  ago,  by  her  grandmother  Mrs.  Augustus 
Putnam.  (P.75)  Given  (1922)  by  Miss  Henrietta  Put- 
nam. 

Samples  of  Crockery  stamped  with  views  of  Danvers:  ordered 
by  the  late  Frank  M.  Spofford,  from  England,  through 
Jones,  McDuffee  and  Stratton,  Boston.  Mr.  Spofford 
once  carried  on  a Grocery  store  in  town.  Given  by  Miss 
Mabel  and  Ralph  P.  Spofford,  in  memory  of  their  father. 

Two  Dinner  Plates,  Delph  or  Bristol,  one  blue,  the  other  green 
given  to  Mrs.  Towne  by  the  Misses  Fowler  because  she 
and  their  mother  Mrs.  Clarence  Fowler  studied  China  to- 
gether. Gift  of  Mrs.  George  Towne  (Abby  Peterson). 

Two  Staffordshire  Dogs.  Large  China.  Red  the  predominat- 
ing color.  Given  by  Mrs.  Oscar  Bodwell  (Alice  Turner). 

China  Plate  “ Lakes  of  Killarney”.  Given  to  Mrs.  Charles 
F.  Kenney  by  Miss  Betsey  Warren,  and  she  to  the  Histor- 
ical Society  in  1905. 

Bowl.  Blue  and  white,  it  belonged  to  Mrs.  Stephen  Wilkins 
and  was  given  to  Mrs.  M.  J.  Averill  of  Middleton,  Sept. 
30,  1886  by  R.  A.  Berry,  a grand-niece  of  Mrs.  Wilkins. 
Katherine  Merriam  born  April  1,  1790,  daughter  of  Silas 
and  Lydia  (Peabody)  Merriam.  She  married  Capt.  Ste^ 
phen  Wilkins  of  Danvers.  (2365)  Given  by  Mrs.  Mar- 
tha A.  Averill. 

Pottery  Plate  on  which  is  a picture  of  J oseph  before  Pharoah, 
interpreting  Pharoarh’s  dreams.  (595)  Given  by  Mrs. 
H.  W.  Boardman. 

Staffordshire  Pink  Lustre : — Eleven  cups  and  saucers,  teapot, 
cream  pitcher,  slop  bowl  and  two  plates.  From  Mary 
(Hunt)  Bond  Estate.  (84)  She  was  a daughter  of  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Hunt  of  Danvers. 

Hot  Water  Plate,  Willow  ware.  (2615)  Given  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
E.  Bradstreet. 

Canton  Platter  which  Timothy  Putnam  brought  home  from  a 
voyage  which  he  took  for  pleasure,  early  in  1800.  He  was 
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married  in  1794.  Also  Plate  of  Rachel  (Poor)  Southwick 
who  worked  in  the  Bell  Tavern,  where  she  got  the  plate 
about  1820.  She  was  born  in  Danvers  10  Sept.  1798,  was 
married  in  1826.  (2560)  Given  by  Mrs.  Lizzie,  wife  of 

Anson  Bradstreet. 

Antique  Plate.  (2649)  Given  by  Mrs.  Granville  W.  Clapp. 

Punch  Bowl  and  Cake  plate,  said  to  have  belonged  to  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin.  (2554)  Gift  from  William  F.  Waters,  ex- 
ecutor of  the  will  of  Hannah  Elizabeth  Couch. 

Mug.  Once  belonged  to  Peter  Clark,  supposed  to  be  handed 
down  through  the  Clergy  of  the  First  Church.  (2548) 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Rice. 

Sugar  Bowl.  Pink  and  Green  and  gilt  decoration,  said  to  be 
property  of  the  early  Page  family.  Also  Vegetable  Dish 
and  Gravy  Boat  of  Blue  Ware,  Soap  Dish,  old  English 
Indian  Temple  design.  (94)  Given  by  Mrs.  Mary  H. 
(Weston)  Dodge. 

Dinner  Plate,  (1840).  (56)  Given  by  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Ropes. 

Dinner  Plate,  light  blue  and  white.  (57)  Given  by  Mrs.  W. 
J.  C.  Kenney. 

Old  Worcester  vase  from  Mrs.  Thoron’s  Collection,  Wedge- 
wood  Pitcher,  Blue  Delph  Plate,  Two  Oriental  Enamel 
plates,  Chinese  porcelain  plate,  Two  dishes,  Philadelphia 
Slip  Ware.  Gift  of  Mrs.  Frank  W.  (Harriet  Hutchinson) 
Marsh. 

Tall  Blue  Mug.  Chinese  River  scene  Fitzhugh  pattern.  (39) 

Small  Platter  Openwork  edge,  perhaps  Leeds.  White  with 
green  decorations.  Very  old.  In  memory  of  Miss  Flor- 
ence Mudge,  who  inherited  it  from  Miss  Sarah  Mudge ’s 
Estate.  Given  by  Miss  Lucy  Mudge. 

(To  be  continued ) 


ORDER  FOR  A HAT 

Danvers  Sept.  17,  1810 
Sir 

Please  to  Deliver  to  Mr.  Joseph  Reed  a Hat  Worth  Six  Dol- 
lars and  Charge  the  same  to  your  Friend  and  Humbel  Sarvent 
Mr.  Robeard  Brown 

George  Wyat 
— Danvers  Historical  Society 


DEBORAH  (HOBART)  CLARK 


Wife  of  Rev.  Peter  Clark  of  Danvers 


A Portion  of  Her  Ancestry 


By  Joseph  D.  Danforth 
The  Hobart  Line 

Edmund1  Hobart  was  born  probably  in  1574,  in  Hingham, 
Norfolk  Co.,  England,  and  died  March  8,  1646  in  Hingham, 
Mass.  He  married  first,  Sept.  1,  1600,  in  his  native  place, 
Margaret,  Dewey,  who  died  1641,  in  Hingham,  Mass,  after 
which  he  married  again.  Cotton  Mather  in  his  “Magnalia” 
says  of  them,  1 1 They  were  eminent  for  piety,  and  feared  God 
above  many.  ’ ’ 

To  escape  the  persecutions  of  the  Established  Church,  Ed- 
mund Hobart,  in  his  sixtieth  year  faced  the  perils  of  the  sea 
and  the  hardships  of  the  New  World  in  hopes  to  find  freedom. 
He  and  his  wife  and  three  children  landed  at  Charlestown, 
May  3,  1633.  He  soon  joined  the  Charlestown  Church  (Con- 
gregational), thus  qualifying  himself  to  vote,  hold  office,  enjoy 
full  municipal  rights,  and  take  the  freeman’s  oath,  to  which 
he  subscribed  on  March  4,  1634. 

Others  of  his  children  soon  arrived,  including  Thomas  in 
1633.  In  1635  he  and  his  sons,  their  families,  and  some 
friends  removed  to  Bare  Cove,  and  named  this  settlement, 
Hingham,  after  old  Hingham  in  England.  He  held  various 
offices  of  responsibility,  as  Representative  to  the  General 
Court,  and  Speaker  of  the  House.  (Ref.  No.  12:  Mar.  21. 
1906,  N.  896 ; Ref.  No.  9 : 1 ; Ref.  No.  13:  3 ; Ref.  No.  11 : 2' 
336,  338). 

Thomas2  Hobart,  the  fifth  child  of  Edmund  and  Margaret, 
was  born  in  England.  He  was  admitted  as  a freeman  in 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  May  14,  1634,  and  removed  in  1635  to 
Plingham  where  he  died,  Aug.  18,  1689.  He  married  first  in 
England,  Ann  Plomer,  about  whom  little  record  can  be  found. 
She  died  in  December,  1645,  in  Hingham.  (Ref.  No.  13 : 11  ; 
No.  12 : Mar.  21,  1906,  N.  896.) 

Deacon  Caleb3  Hobart  (Thomas2)  was  born  about  1622  in 
Hingham,  England,,  and  died  Sept.  4,  1711,  se.  89  years,  at 
Braintree,  Mass.  He  was  four  times  married,  and  survived 

(34) 
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all  his  wives.  He  married  second,  April  17,  1662,  at  Brain- 
tree, Mary2  Eliot  (Francis1)  of  Braintree,  who  died  July  22, 
1675,  leaving  six  children,  one  of  whom  became  Deacon  Peter4 
Hobart,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  Deborah5  Hobart. 

Much  material  on  Deacon  Caleb3  Hobart  can  be  found.  Jan- 
uary 10,  1697/8  Caleb  Hobart,  Martin  Saunders  and  others, 
signed  an  agreement  to  defend  their  rights  as  a town,  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  -town  of  Boston,  (Ref  No.  2 : P.  34) . 
He  and  four  others  wrote  a long  “ Remonstrance  ’ ’ of  the 
inhabitants  of  Braintree  to  the  colonial  agents  of  His  Majesty. 
(Ibid,  P.  54.) 

The  Old  Stone  Church  needed  repairs  so  badly  that  in  1695 
or  1696  “Mr.  Caleb  Hubbard  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Savill  were 
instructed  to  stop  the  leaks  in  the  south  side  of  the  meeting 
house.”  (Ibid,  P.  231.) 

In  1690  when  Sir  William  Phips  made  the  unfortunate  ex- 
pedition to  Quebec,  thirteen  men  were  requisitioned  from 
Braintree.  Caleb  was  one  of  seven  named  who  would  not 
obey.  (Ibid,  P.  368.) 

In  1692  Caleb  Huborff  and  Martin  Saunders  were  elected 
two  of  the  five  tithing  men.  Caleb  and  others  were  chosen  to 
“seat  the  meeting-house  by  appointing  persons  to  their 
places.”  (Ibid,  P.  548.) 

In  1692  Caleb  was  taxed  on  13  A,  valuation  £.  0.4.5.  The 
tax  amounted  to  3 pence.  The  whole  town  of  Braintree  exhi- 
bited an  extreme  case  of  undervaluation,  £.  15.17.0.  (Ibid, 
P.  627.) 

Caleb  Plobart,  son  of  Thomas  of  Hingham,  was  a member  of 
the  Braintree  church  in  1711,  and  was  made  a deacon  there 
the  same  year.  (Ref.  No.  3:  130.) 

In  Hancock  Cemetery,  Braintree,  a gravestone  is  cut  as 
follows:  “Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mr.  Caleb  Hobart,  aged 

about  89  years.  Died  September  ye  24,  1711.”  (No.  2:  P. 
123;  No.  11:  2.338.) 

Dea.  Caleb  removed  from  Hingham  to  Braintree  in  1660, 
became  selectman,  and  in  1694  was  deputy.  From  various 
sources  he  bought  land  extensively  in  Braintree.  (Ref.  No. 
12:  Mar.  21,  1906,  N.  896.) 

Dea.  Peter4  Hobart  (Dea.  Caleb3)  was  born  about  1674,  and 
died  June  14,  1751,  ac.  77  years  (78  on  gravestone)  at 
Danvers.  He  married  May  17,  1700  Deborah3  Hayward 
(Jonathan2,  William1)  of  Braintree,  born  about  1678  in 
Braintree,  and  died  Feb.  23,  1759,  aged  81  years,  in  Danvers. 


36 


DEBORAH  (HOBART)  CLARK 


They  resided  in  Braintree  and  in  Danvers,  removing  to  the 
latter  place  in  1730.  There  he  “ built  a house’7,  now  standing 
on  “Hobart  St.  ” and  occupied  (1945)  by  some  of  his  descend- 
ants, (Ref.  No.  17:  11.129.) 

Peter  Hobart  owned  land  on  Porter’s  Neck,  Danvers;  it  de- 
scended to  his  daughter,  Deborah  Clark , then  to  her  son, 
Samuel  Clark,  who  sold  it  in  1763.  (Ibid.,  8.21.)  (This  ref- 
erence names  Peter  as  “Rev.  Peter,”  and  may  have  been 
taken  from  an  earlier  mention  in  the  New  England  Register, 
14.141.  However,  the  writer  can  find  no  confirmation  of  his 
title  as  a minister  of  the  Gospel.  His  gravestone  speaks  of 
him  as  “Mr.  Peter  Hobart,  Deacon.”  The  inscription  reads: 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Peter  Hobart ; Deacon 
Sometime  of  ye  South  Church  in  Braintree.  Died  at  Salem- 
Villige  June  14th,  1751,  AEtat.  78  (Ref.  No.  10.) 

Dea.  Peter  Hobart  died  intestate,  and  his  son-in-law,  Rev. 
Peter3  Clark  of  Danvers,  was  appointed  administrator,  July 
1,  1751.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  included  real  estate  in 
Danvers,  £.  1200 ; miscellaneous,  £.  258 ; farm  and  other  land 
in  Braintree,  £.  347 ; and  other  property  bringing  the  total 
estate  to  more  than  £.  1800,  entitling  him  to  be  classed  as  a 
rich  man  for  those  times.  (Ref.  No.  1 : 330.  130,205 ; 338.223, 
224;  Ref.  No.  12:3  21  1906,  N.  896.) 

Peter  Hobart  was  a church  member  in  Braintree  in  1711, 
and  was  appointed  Deacon,  Apr.  28,  1719.  (Ref.  No.  3 : 134.) 

Deborah5  Hobart  was  born  about  1700  in  Braintree,  and 
died  Feb.  28,  1765,  aged  65  years,  in  Danvers.  She  married 
Nov.  6,  1719  Rev.  Peter3  Clark  (Uriah2,  Hugh1)  of  Watertown 
and  Danvers.  He  was  born  March  12,  1693,  probably  at 
Watertown,  and  died  June  10,  1768,  in  Danvers.  He  was  or- 
dained to  the  ministry  in  1717.  He  lived  in  the  house  of  his 
father-in-law,  Dea.  Peter  Hobart,  located  on  “Meeting  House 
Road”,  now  called  Hobart  St.,  taking  its  name  from  Deacon 
Peter.  (Ref.  No.  17:  16.10;  Ref.  No.  1:  345.  8,  9;  Ref.  No. 
18.) 

A bonnet  once  belonging  to  Deborah  (Hobart)  Clark  is  pre- 
served in  the  Danvers  Historical  Society’s  Museum.  It  is  re- 
lated that  Deborah  impresssed  on  her  children  that  in  all  their 
families  they  must  perpetuate  the  names,  “Peter”,  and 
“Deborah”.  This  may  account  for  the  prominence  of  those 
names  among'  her  descendants. 

Deborah’s  last  illness  must  have  occured  about  1764.  In 
that  year  Dr.  Samuel  Holten  called  into  consultation  Dr. 
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Holyoke  of  Salem,  in  the  case  of  “Madam  Deborah  Clark”, 
wife  of  Rev.  Peter  Clark  of  the  First  Parish.  (Ref.  No.  17 : 
10.50;  Ref.  No.  8:  25.) 

She  was  buried  in  the  Wadsworth  Cemetery  in  Danvers. 
The  gravestone  bears  the  following  inscription : 

Here  lyes  Interred  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Deborah  Clark,  Consort 
of  the  Rev.d  Mr.  Peter  Clark  of  this  Town  who  Departed  this 
Life  Febry  28*  1765 : AEtatis  63. 

The  stone  contains  also  the  customarv  verses.  (Ref.  No. 

10.) 

The  Eliot  Line 

Bennett  Eliot  of  Nazing,  Co.  Essex,  England,  is  said  to 
have  been  ‘ ‘ a man  of  substance  and  a large  land  holder  in  the 
surrounding'  parishes.  ’ ’ He  made  his  will,  which  was  proved 
in  1628.  He  was  buried  Nov.  21,  1621  at  Nazing,  England. 

On  the  Parish  Register  of  St.  John  Baptist,  Widford, 
County  of  Hertford,  England,  appears  the  following  entry : 
“Bennett  Eliot  and  Letteye  Aggar  were  married  the  30th  of 
October,  1598.”  (Ref.  No.  7:  28.  140;  39.  365;  48.  80;  No.  4: 
3,  No.  6:  26.) 

Francis1  Eliot  of  Braintree,  Mass.,  was  baptized  Apr.  10, 
1615  at  Nazing,  Co.  Essex,  England,  the  sixth  of  Bennett 
Eliot’s  seven  children,  and  died  in  1677,  his  will  being  dated 
Oct.  30,  1677.  He  was  in  this  country  by  1641,  as  in  this 
year  he  was  made  freeman.  He  became  Deacon  Oct.  12,  1652. 
He  assisted  his  brother  John,  the  famous  Apostle  to  the  In- 
dians. He  married  about  1640  in  New  England,  Mary2 
Saunders  of  London,  who  was  baptized  Aug.  26,  1619,  daugh- 
ter of  Martin1  Saunders.  She  died  Jan.  17,  1697.  (Ref.  No. 
19:3,7.) 

Francis  Eliot  on  Jan.  29,  1638,  was  granted  16  A1,  of  land 
in  Braintree,  having  four  members  in  his  family.  After  the 
incorporation  of  the  town  (May  13,  1640,  O.  S.)  he  received 
a larger  grant.  (Ref.  No.  3:  28,  30;  No.  7:  66.  176;  No.  6: 
30;  No.  11:  2.  338;  No.  12:  3-21-1906,  N.  896.) 

Mary2  Eliot  was  born  Jan.  27,  1640/41,  probably  at  Brain- 
tree, the  first  child  of  Francis  Eliot,  and  died  July  22,  1675. 
She  married  Apr.  17,  1662  at  Braintree,  Deacon  Caleb3  Hobart. 
(Ref.  No.  12:  3-21-1906,  N.  896;  No.  11:  2.  338;  No.  6:  30; 
No.  9:  1.) 

The  Hayward  Line 

“William1  Haywood,  son  of  William,  18  ‘yeres’,  Margerie 
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Barran,  19,  and  Margery  Harding,  20,  recorded  their  inten- 
tions to  sail  from  ye  Port  of  London  in  the  ship,  Ann  & Eliza- 
beth” for  New  England,  the  Barbadoes  and  St.  Christophers. 
(Ref.  No.  16:  P.  47,  48.) 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  young  people  of  that  age 
should  fall  in  love  and  agree  to  be  married.  At  any  rate,  in 

or  about  1635  William  Hayward  married  Margery , 

which  one  we  do  not  know ! The  Braintree  Town  Records 
state,  “Margery  Hayward,  widow,  dyed  18  day  of  the  5th 
month  (i.e.,  July),  1676.”  On  the  same  page  is  found,  “Will- 
iam Hayward  was  drowned  the  3rd  month  (i.e.,  May)  10th 
day,  1659.”  He  was  born  in  1617  in  England. 

He  became  an  inhabitant  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  but  in  four 
years  he  had  removed  to  Braintree,  where  he  remained  the 
rest  of  his  life.  (Ref.  No.  14:422). 

Jonathan2  Hayward  was  born  in  1641,  and  died  Nov.  21, 
1690,  residing  in  Braintree.  He  married  May  6,  1663  at 
Braintree,  Sarah2  Thayer  (Thomas1).  (Ref.  No.  14:422;  No. 
15:112;  No.  12:  Mar.  21,  1906,  N.  898). 

Deborah3  Hayward  was  born  about  1678,  probably  at  Brain- 
tree, and  died  Feb.  23,  1759,  aged  81  years,  at  Danvers.  She 
married  May  17,  1700,  Dea,  Peter4  Hobart.  (Ref.  No.  12: 
Mar.  21,  1906,  N.  898;  No.  10;  No.  5:2,  388). 

The  Saunders  Line 

Martin1  Saunders  (or  Sanders),  a currier,  came  from  Lon- 
don to  New  England  in  the  spring  of  1635  in  the  ship  “Plan- 
ter”, with  his  wife,  Rachel  and  four  children,  including  the 
oldest,  Mary2,  who  was  then  about  sixteen  years  old.  Martin 
and  his  wife  were  each  forty  years  of  age. 

He  settled  in  Braintree  and  became  prominent  in  the  church 
and  community  life.  He  married  first,  about  1615  in  England, 
Rachel,  whose  last  name  is  apparently  not  known.  Both  were 
born  about  1595.  Rachel  died  Sept.  15,  1651  in  Braintree. 
(Ref.  No.  16:  47,  48;  No.  7:66.176,  No.  6:30). 

Mary2  Saunders  was  baptized  Aug.  26,  1619  in  England. 
She  married  about  1640,  in  New  England,  Francis1  Eliot. 
(Ref.  No.  7:66.176;  No.  6:30;  No.  12:  Mar.  21,  1906,  N.  896). 

The  Thayer  Line 

Thomas1  Thayer  of  Thornbury,  Gloucestershire,  England, 
came  to  New  England  with  three  sons  and  his  wife,  Margerie 
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Wheeler,  daughter  of  Jane.  He  was  a shoe-maker  and  lived 
on  the  Braintree  side  of  the  Monotoquett  River.  He  died 
April  2,  1665,  probably  in  Braintree.  He  married  April  13, 
1618  at  Thornbury,  England,  Margerie  Wheeler  who  died 
Feb.  11,  1672/3,  probably  at  Braintree. 

‘‘Thomas  Tayer”  on  Feb.  24,  1640  received  a grant  of  76  A. 
of  land  in  Braintree.  (Ref.  No.  2:30;  No.  12:  July  31,  1905, 
N.  757,  March  21,  1906,  N.  896;  No.  14:713). 

Sarah2  Thayer  of  Braintree  married  May  6,  1663,  at  Brain- 
tree, Jonathan2  Hayward.  (Ref.  No.  14:422.;  No.  12:  July  31, 
1905,  N.  757;  No.  12:  Mar.  21,  1906,  No.  896). 


Children  of  Rev.  Peter  and  Deborah  (Hobart)  Clark: 

(No.  8) 

1.  Peter,  b.  Oct.  1,  1720,  m.  Oct.  22,  1741,  Anna  Porter  of 

Danvers,  d.  Nov.  13,  1747.  He  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1739  but  preferred  farming  to  the  ministry. 
His  grandfather,  Dea.  Peter  Hobart  gave  him  his  farm 
in  Braintree  where  Peter  Clark  lived  during  his  short 
married  life.  He  had  3 childlrien.  His  widow  m.  Thomas 
Faxon  of  Braintree. 

2.  Hobart,  b.  Nov.  12,  1721,  m.  1st.,  June  30,  1743,  Margaret 

Endicott  of  Danvers.  He  m.  2d,  Mary  (Hunt)  Vin- 
ton of  Braintree.  He  removed  to  Braintree  and  died 
there  Apr.  4,  1808.  Had  4 children. 

3.  Caleb,  b.  Mar.  16,  1724,  m.  1769,  Sarah  Parnal  of  Dan- 

vers. He  lived  in  Danvers  in  the  house  he  built  on  Ho- 
bart St.  He  taught  a public  school  in  Danvers  for 
many  years.  He  died  Apr.  5,  1810.  Had  3 children. 

4.  Mary,  b.  Nov.  1725,  m.  Mar.  19,  1761,  Bartholomew  Rea 

of  Danvers,  d.  Feb.  25,  1792. 

5.  Deborah,  b,  Aiig.  1727,  d.  Feb.  23,  1729. 

6.  Samuel,  b.  Mar.  13,  1730,  m.  1st,  Feb.  12,  1756  Hannah 

Gott  of  Wenham;  m.  2d,  July  25,  1775,  Dolly  Hovey 
of  Boxford.  He  removed  to  Sterling  where  he  died 
June  21,  1816.  Had  13  children. 

7.  Deborah,  b.  Aug.  1732,  d.  May  7,  1755  unmarried. 

8.  Hugh,  b.  Oct.  27,  1734,  m.  Oct.  25,  1764,  Lydia  Gardner 

of  Danvers.  Removed  to  Merrimac,  N.  H.  Had  8 
children. 

9.  John,  b.  Oct.  1736,  d.  Jan.  10,  1756. 

10.  Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  25,  1737,  m.  Feb.  2,  1764,  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer  Grosvenor  of  Scituate  and  Harvard,  Mass.  She 
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died  in  Salem,  Nov.  23,  1804.  Had  9 children. 

11.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  18,  1738,  m.  Dec.  23,  1784,  Nathaniel  Pope 

of  Danvers,  d.  Feb.  12,  1802. 

12.  William,  b.  Aug.  2,  1740,  m.  1st  15  Sept.  1770  Mary 

Richards  of  Dedham;  m.  2nd.  Nov.  9,  1786,  Digby, 
N.  S.  Alletta  (Willett)  Dunbar  of  N.  Y.  He  d.  in 
Quincy  Nov.  4,  1815.  He  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1759  and  was  a minister.  Had  3 children. 

13.  Anna,  b.  May  1744  d.  1745. 
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JOHN  ELIOT : THE  APOSTLE  TO  THE  INDIANS 


By  Rev.  Paul  Simpson  McElroy 


Although  John  Eliot  was  not  a resident  of  Essex  County, 
he  exerted  a great  influence  upon  many  of  those  who  lived  in 
Essex  County.  John  Wise,  the  father  of  American  Inde- 
pendence, was  a member  of  Eliot ’s  church  for  his  early  years 
and  Eliot  influenced  John  Wise  in  many  ways.  Also  many 
of  Eliot’s  publications  found  their  way  into  the  hands  of  peo- 
ple in  Essex  County.  His  treatment  of  the  Indians  was 
much  discussed  by  those  in  this  area.  There  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Eliot  made  several  visits  to  what  is  now  Essex 
County. 

There  are  also  many  residents  of  Danvers  who  trace  their 
descent  to  the  Eliot  line.  The  Curator  of  this  Society,  Miss 
Mary  Eliot  Nichols,  her  brother  Rev.  William  S.  Nichols, 
Vice-President  of  the  Society  and  other  members  of  their 
family  are  descendants  of  John  Eliot’s  brother,  Jacob.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Clark  family  and  others  are  descended  from  John’s 
brother  Francis,  through  Deborah  (Hobart)  Clark.1 
To  John  Eliot  belongs  the  credit  of  being: 
the  first  white  man  to  master  the  Indian  language ; 
the  first  white  man  to  preach  in  the  Indian  tongue ; 
the  co-author  of  the  first  book  printed  in  America ; 
the  first  to  discover  Spot  Pond  in  Stoneham  with  a party 
including  Governor  Winthrop ; 
the  first  New  England  minister  who  was  never  “bishoped”, 
whose  sole  ordination  was  in  the  Congregational  way; 
the  founder  of  the  first  “model  community”  for  Indians; 
the  organizer  of  the  first  civilized  and  Christian  settlement 
of  Indians; 

the  first  man  to  translate  the  Bible  into  Indian ; 
the  translator  of  the  first  book,  the  Bible,  ever  to  be  printed 
on  the  continent  of  North  America; 
the  author  of  the  Psalms  of  David  arranged  in  Indian  verse. 
Such  a record  is  enough  to  place  any  man  among  the  great 
men  of  any  generation  and  his  own  life!  is  as  fascinating  as  are 
his  achievements. 

John  Eliot  was  born  in  Essex  County,  England,  probably  in 
November  of  1604.  In  referring  to  his  early  religious  home 
life,  Eliot  says,  ‘ 1 The  first  few  years  were  seasoned  with  the 

1 See  p.  34,  this  volume. 
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fear  of  God,  the  word,  and  prayer”.  The  family  must  have 
had  some  financial  means  for  he  was  sent  to  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity where  he  distinguished  himself  in  Hebrew  and  Greek. 
Because  of  his  aptitude  for  languages,  Eliot  naturally  looked 
to  teaching  upon  graduation  as  the  most  acceptable  channel 
of  expression  for  this  talent.  He  subsequently  became  associ- 
ated with  the  famous  Thomas  Hooker.  Eliot  says,  “When  I 
came  to  this  blessed  family,  I then  saw,  and  never  before,  the 
power  of  godliness  in  its  lively  vigor  and  efficacy.  ” As  a re- 
sult of  this  association  Eliot  decided  to  devote  himself  to  the 
Christian  ministry,  but  there  was  no  open  field  in  England  in 
those  days  for  the  Puritan  or  non-conformist  preacher,  and  so 
he  turned  his  thoughts  to  America.  Bidding  farewell  to  his 
beloved  parents,  his  sweetheart,  and  his  teaching  career,  he 
set  sail  at  the  age  of  27  for  America  on  the  good  ship  ‘ ‘ Lyon  ’ ’ 
— a boat  carrying  about  60  persons,  among  whom  were  the 
wife  and  children  of  Governor  Winthrop,  and  very  likely  Rog- 
er Williams. 

It  so  happened  upon  the  arrival  of  this  company  in  America 
that  Mr.  Wilson,  the  minister  of  the  First  Church  in  Boston, 
was  just  leaving  for  England  where  he  was  to  remain  for  some 
time.  Accordingly,  the  church  extended  a call  to  Roger  Will- 
iams to  take  up  the  work.  Williams  investigated  and  found 
that  the  church  had  not  separated  from  the  Established 
Church.  Williams  therefore  refused  to  accept  a call  unless  they 
would  publicly  declare  their  repentance  for  having  communion 
with  the  Church  of  England.  Furthermore,  he  announced 
his  opinion  ‘ ‘ that  the  magistrate  might  not  punish  the  breach 
of  the  Sabbath,  not  any  other  offence,  that  was  a breach  of  the 
first  table.”  As  the  First  Church  was  very  proud  of  its  po- 
sition in  the  Colony,  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  answer 
Roger  Williams  received. 

The  people  of  the  First  Church  in  Boston  then  tried  to  per- 
suade Elioit  to  serve  as  interim  pastor.  Eliot  accepted  and  that 
relationship  proved  mutually  attractive,  so  attractive  that  the 
Boston  people  tried  to  persuade  Eliot  to  serve  with  them  as 
teacher  even  after  their  minister ’s  return,  but  prior  to  leaving 
England,  Eliot  had  pomised  a group  of  friends'  that  if  they 
should  come  to  New  England  before  he  had  taken  a regular 
pastorate,  he  would  be  their  minister.  The  following  year, 
these  men  came  and  settled  at  Roxbury.  Accordingly,  on  No- 
vember 5,  1632,  Eliot  was  established  as  teacher  and  minister 
of  the  Church  in  Roxbury  which  he  served  until  his  death  in 
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1690,  giving  him  the  distinction  of  holding  one  of  the  longest 
pastorates  ever  recorded.  It  may  be  that  his  fiancee  came 
over  with  these  friends,  for  Eliot  and  his  fiancee  were  married 
just  one  month  before  settling'  in  Roxbury. 

In  1639  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  leaders  of  the  colony  de- 
cided to  have  a new  version  of  the  Psalms  for  use  in  public 
worship.  The  task  of  preparing  it  was  assigned  to  Mr.  Eliot 
and  to  Welde,  and  to  Mr.  Richard  Mather  whose  Hebrew 
scholarship  was  well-known.  This  task  afforded  the  scholar 
an  opportunity  to  do  what  he  had  long  wanted  to  do,  use'  his 
Hebrew.  The  book  was  at  first  known  as  4 ‘The  Bay  Psalm 
Book”,  but  it  has  come  to  be  known  as  “The  New  England 
Version  of  the  Psalms.”  The  Psalms,  thus  versified,  by  Eliot, 
Welde,  and  Mather,  is  the  first  book  ever  printed  in  North 
America,  1640.  In  the  preface  the  writers  warned: 

“If  the  verses  are  not  always  so  smooth  and  elegant  as 
some  may  desire  or  expect,  let  them  consider  that  God’s 
altar  needs  not  our  publishings ; for  we  have  respected 
rather  a plaine  translation,  than  to  smooth  our  verses 
with  the  sweetness  of  any  paraphrase,  and  soe  have 
attended  conscience  rather  then  elegance,  fidelity  rather 
than  poetry,  in  translating  the  Hebrew  word  into  English 
language,  and  David’s  poetry  into  English  metre.” 

In  1646  an  order  was  passed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  promote  the  diffusion  of  Christianity  among  the 
Aboriginal  inhabitants  and  the  elders  of  the  churches  were 
quite  naturally  asked  to  consider  how  this  might  best  be  effec- 
ted. It  was  probably  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment which  caused  Mr.  Eliot  to  give  additional  attention 
to  the  Indian.  He  had  long  felt  a deep  concern  fox'  the  Indi- 
ans and  had  for  some  time  been  assiduously  studying  the 
Indian  language.  This  was  a far  more  difficult  task  than  the 
mastery  of  Hebrew , for  there  was  no  affinity  between  this 
dialect  and  any  of  the  languages  he  knew ; there  was  no  gram- 
mar, no  basis  of  comparison  to  guide  him.  Fortunately,  he 
was  able  to  secure  the  help  of  a “ pregnant-witted  young  man, 
who  had  been  a servant  in  an  English  house,  who  pretty  well 
understood  his  own  language,  and  had  a clear  pronunciation.” 
This  Indian  came  to  live  with  Eliot  in  his  house  with  his  own 
family. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1646,  Eliot  visited  the  nearest 
Indian  village,  Nonantum  (Newton),  — a spot  that  has  the 
honor  of  being  the  first  on  which  a civilized  and  Christian 


44 


JOHN  ELIOT  : THE  APOSTLE  TO  THEl  INDIANS 


settlement  of  Indians  was  effected  within  the  English  colonies 
of  North  America.  When  it  was  learned  that  Eliot  was  go- 
ing to  visit  the  Indians  in  their  wigwams,  the  sagamore 
Waban  welcomed  Eliot.  The  Indians  gathered  in  Waban’s 
wigwam  and  there  then  began  a religions  service  led  by  Eliot. 
A prayer  was  uttered  in  English  and  then  J ohn  Eliot  preached 
to  those  Indians  for  an  hour  and  a quarter  — being  the  first 
sermon  ever  preached  by  a white  man  in  the  Indian  language. 
What,  we  wonder,  would  a man  preach  to  these  people  under 
such  circumstances?  Well,  Eliot  repeated  the  Ten  Command- 
ments with  brief  comments  and  warned  of  the  fearful  con- 
sequences of  violating  them.  He  spoke  of  the  greatness  of 
God,  of  the  means  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  happi- 
ness of  the  faithful  and  of  the  misery  of  the  wicked,  and  he 
encouraged  his  listeners  to  repentance.  Following  this  his- 
toric occasion  there  was  a question  period,  interspersed  with 
apples  and  biscuits  to  ithei  children  and  tobacco  to  the  men. 
Some  of  the  questions  asked  by  the  Indians  reflect  the  high 
degree  of  intelligence  of  the  Indians  and  of  the  effectiveness 
of  Eliot’s  preaching.  A few  of  the  questions  asked  by  the 
Indians  are : 

How  can  we  be  brought  to  know  J esus  Christ  ? 

Can  God  or  Jesus  Christ  understand  prayers  in  the 
Indian  language? 

Was  there  ever  a time  when  the  English  were  as  ignorant 
of  divine  things  as  we  Indians  now  are  ? 

If  a father  be  bad  and  his  child  good,  will  God  be  offen- 
ded with  the  child  ? 

How  came  the  world  to  be  so  full  of  people,  if  they  were 
all  drowned  in  the  flood? 

This  three-hour  sermon,  even  though  the  service  may  appear 
to  have  been  injudiciously  long,  was  popular  enough  to  war- 
rant repetition  on  several  fortnightly  occasions. 

Mr.  Eliot’s  care  for  the  Indians  was  not  confined  to  reli- 
gious teaching.  It  was  his  favorite  and  well-known  opinion 
that  no  permanent  spiritual  welfare  could  be  achieved  unless 
civilization  and  social  improvement  should  precede  or  accom- 
pany such  efforts.  Civilization  and  Christianity  must  go 
hand-in-hand. 

In  accord  with  that  belief,  he  worked  out  with  the  Indians 
at  Nonantum  a set  of  laws  by  which  they  might  govern  them- 
selves. Wigwams  were  built  in  better  style  than  usual; 
under  Eliot’s  direction  they  fenced  in  their  grounds  with 
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stone  walls,  the  women  became  skilful  spinners.  They  made 
eel-pots,  brooms,  baskets,  and  gathered  berries,  grapes,  and 
fish  for  sale  or  exchange  with  the  English.  The  improvement 
and  progress  was  soon  apparent  and  the  settlement  attracted 
attention  both  from  the  Indians  and  the  English.  All  the 
while  Eliot  did  not  forget  the  religions  opportunities  that 
such  a colony  afforded.  Because  of  the  religious  emphasis 
these  became  known  as  “ Praying  Indians”  — a name  by 
which  all  the  converts  to  Christianity  acquired. 

In  spite  of  the  very  obvious  advantages  of  such  a colony, 
opposition  goon  began  to  show  itself.  Some  of  the  Indian 
sachems  were  afraid  that  the  “ Praying  Indians”  would  no 
longer  be  content  to  stay  under  their  despotic  power,  and 
jealousy  arose  among  neighboring  Indians  who  were  not 
members  of  the  colony.  Not  only  that,  but  even  some  of  the 
white  people  became  suspicious  of  the  motives  of  the  “Pray- 
ing Indians”,  for  the  English,  unlike  the  Spanish  and 
French,  did  not  mingle  easily  with  other  races ; pride  of  race 
forbade. 

Although  still  carrying  on  the  parish  work  of  Roxbury, 
Eliot  spent  much  time  among  the  Indians.  He  took  trips  as 
far  away  as  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  Brookfield,  suffering  all 
kinds  of  hardships,  oftentimes  having  his  life  endangered  by 
unfriendly  Indians.  Frequently  on  trips  he  would  exper- 
ience long,  cold  rains.  Once  he  speaks  of  being  drenched 
with  wet  from  Tuesday  to  Saturday,  without  being  dry  night 
or  day.  At  night,  he  says,  he  would  pull  off  his  boots, 
wring  the  water  from  his  stockings,  and  put  them  on  again. 
Another  time  Mr.  Eliot  was  on  a sailing  excursion,  probably 
tc  Nantucket,  when  his  boat  was  wrecked  by  a larger  vessel 
and  only  by  strenuous  effort  was  Eliot  saved.  One  man 
hearing  how  narrowly  Mr.  Eliot  had  escaped,  said,  “I  wish 
he  had  been  drowned.”  All  of  which  shows  how  unpopular 
Eliot  was  in  some  circles. 

This  work  with  the  Indians  required  money.  Eliot  gave 
much  of  his  own  salary  for  their  needs ; in  fact  his  family 
suffered  because  of  his  liberality.  Eventually  some  help 
came.  Ail  appropriation  made  by  order  of  the  General 
Court  helped  some.  In  time  the  good  work  reached  ears  of 
sympathetic  friends  in  England  and  in  1649  Parliament 
passed  an  ordinance  for  the  advancement  of  civilization  and 
Christianity  among  the  Indians  of  New  England,  and  thus 
“The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  New 
England”  was  set  up. 
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It  soon  became  apparant  that  a larger  place  than  Nonan- 
tnm  would  be  needed  and  a place  that  was  “somewhat  re- 
mote from  the  English”  was  desirable.  In  1651  the  “Pray- 
ing Indians”  chose  a site  about  18  miles  from  Boston,  and 
named  the  place  Natick.  Here  a house-lot  was  assigned  to 
each  family;  they  built  a circular  fort,  palisaded  with  trees; 
and  a large  house  in  the  English  style  was  built  — the  lower 
part  of  which  was  to  be  used  for  worship  on  Sundays!  and  as 
a school  on  week-days.  In  the  upper  apartment  was  a room 
partitioned  for  Mr.  Eliot’s  peculiar  use.  A bridge  was  built 
across  the  Charles  River  and  these  people  were  instructed  in 
improved  methods  of  agriculture,  and  the  manual  arts.  This 
model  community,  this  experiment  in  social  planning1,  was 
unique  in  the  history  of  the  world.  The  community  was  to 
be  divided  into  hundreds,  with  rulers  of  hundreds,  fifties, 
and  tens,  to  be  appointed. 

Governor  Endicot  visited  the  settlement  and  wrote  to  Eng- 
land about  it.  He  notes  that  the  Indians  were  much  pleased 
that  the  “firm  high  foot-bridge,  archwise”  withstood  the  ice 
and  floods  while  the  one  built  by  the  English  was  carried 
away.  The  preaching  was  marked  “with  great  devotion, 
gravity,  decency,  readiness,  and  affection.”  It  was  the  hope 
of  Eliot  that  Indians  educated  at  Natick  might  eventually 
qualify  for  Harvard,  and  through  these  efforts  Eliot  should 
be  credited  with  training  the  first  native  teacher. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  time  would  not  be  long  before 
Eliot  would  want  them  to  have  a church  and  in  1660,  an 
Indian  Church  was  formed  at  Natick  — the  first  church 
among  the  natives  in  North  America. 

Eliot  had  long  desired  to  translate  the  Bible  into  the  Indian 
language  but,  as  he  said,  “I  have  no  hope  to  see  the  Bible 
translated  in  my  days.”  He  had  the  regular  duties  of  his 
parish  in  Roxbury  to  care  for,  which  would  prevent  him  from 
giving  the  time  to  research  that  would  be  necessary.  Not 
only  that  but  he  had  six  children  to  be  educated  and  his  labors 
among  the  natives  at  that  time  were  gratuitous.  His  only 
regular  source  of  income  was  his  salary  at  Roxbury,  and  there 
was  no  way  to  finance  such  a printing  project,  even  if  a 
translation  were  made.  Like  all  men  possessed  with  a vision 
and  a desire  to  meet  a need,  Eliot  labored  away  from  time  to 
time,  trusting  that  somehow  the  necessary  aid  might  be  pro- 
vided. How,  he  did  not  know,  but  Eliot  trusted  marvellously 
in  the  providence  of  God  and  he  strived  to  be  prepared  for 
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such  time  as  God  might  provide  the  opportunity.  He  could 
not  let  God  down,  for  this  was  a task  that  he  viewed  as  sacred, 
and  holy  work,  to  be  regarded  with  much  fear,  care,  and  rev- 
erence. Eliot’s  trust  was  not  in  vain.  When  the  funds  of 
the  British  Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  were 
available,  the  translation  of  the  Bible  into  Indian  was  just  the 
object  needed,  and  their  patronage  removed  the  only  hind- 
rance, and  so  at  the  expense  of  the  Society  the  New  Testament 
in  the  Indian  language  was  published.  This  was  in  1661. 

Twenty  copies  of  this  New  Testament  were  sent  to  England. 
In  the  fly-leaf  of  the  copies  sent  to  the  directors  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Society  was  printed  this  gentle  hint:  “The 
Old  Testament  is  now  under  the  press,  wanting  and  craving 
your  royal  favor  and  assistance  for  the  perfecting  thereof.” 
In  1663  the  Old  Testament  was  printed.  Copies  of  the  New 
Testament,  already  printed,  were  bound  with  it;  and  thus 
was  furnished  the  first  complete  Bible  in  the  Indian  language 
and  the  first  Bible  ever  printed  on  the  continent  of  North 
America.  At  least  1,000  copies  were  nrinted,  and  possibly 
1,500  copies.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Society  advanced 
“to  sundry  disbursements  for  printing  the  Bible,  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  pounds  five  shillings.”  It  was  estimated 
that  two  hundred  more  pounds  would  be  needed,  and  that 
was  probably  forthcoming. 

Samuel  Green  was  the  logical  man  to  print  such  a book. 
As  a helper  a man,  named  Marmaduke  Johnson,  was  sent 
over  by  the  Corporation,  but  he  was  loose  in  his  conduct  even 
absenting  himself  six  months  at  a time.  This  delay  greatly 
annoyed  Eliot,  but  he  was  more  troubled  that  such  an  unholy 
man  should  be  entrusted  with  so  sacred  a task.  A special 
printing  press  had  been  shipped  from  England  as  well  as  all 
the  paper  and  the  other  necessary  material  for  printing1. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  first  English  Bible  printed 
in  this  country,  nearly  a century  later,  bore  the  Cambridge 
imprint  and  the  name  of  the  King’s  printer.  This  deception 
was  practised  to  escape  prosecution  from  those  in  England 
who  had  the  exclusive  right  of  publishing  the  Bible,  either  by 
patent  from  the  King,  or  cum  privilegio,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  universities. 

A copy  of  this  Indian  Bible  is  now  in  the  library  at  Harvard 
and  it  rests  there  as  a tribute  to  the  skill  and  patience  and  per- 
severance of  this  early  colonial  scholar.  Eliot  did  this  so 
that  the  Indians  might  know  more  of  the  truth  about  God  and 
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Jesus  Christ.  It  was  a labor  of  love,  undertaken  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  for  the  service  of  the  Indians  whom  he  loved. 
This  monumental  achievement  is  now  but  a museum  piece,  for 
it  is  a book  that  nobody  can  read  today. 

A second  edition  appeared  in  1685.  Just  how  much  the 
cause  of  religion  gained  by  these  translations  is  questionable. 
At  the  time,  though,  it  was  popular  enough  to  warrant  a sec- 
ond edition,  but  the  number  of  “Praying  Indians”  was  never 
large.  This,  however,  is  no  reflection  on  Eliot.  The  fact 
that  more  Indians  were  not  converted  is  a sad  indictment  on 
the  blunders  of  colonization.  Had  there  been  more  colonists 
with  the  attitude  of  Eliot,  the  history  of  this  continent  would 
be  far  different.  The  contributions  toward  better  relation- 
ships between  Indian  and  Colonists  made  by  Eliot  are  far 
reaching.  His  Christian  Community  at  Natick,  his  transla- 
tion of  the  Bible,  are  but  two  outstanding  contributions,  made 
by  one  man.  That  his  methods  were  not  more  popular  is  not 
so  much  an  indictment  against  Eliot  as  it  is  an  indictment 
against  those  who  resorted  to  methods  of  warfare  to  gain  their 
ends,  at  the  expense  of  the  Indians.  Eliot  stands  out  today 
as  the  embodiment  of  what  might  have!  been. 

Modern  scholars  and  grammarians  have  benefited  greatly  in 
their  language  study  by  Eliot’s  translation  of  the  Bible  into 
the  Mohegan  dialect  — a language  which  was  spoken  by  all  the 
New  England  Indians,  with  slight  variations. 

Mr.  Eliot  also  wrote  several  other  books  or  pamphlets, 
many  of  which  went  through  a third  and  even  a fourth  edi- 
tion. The  following  will  indicate  somewhat  the  range  of  his 
interests  and  abilities : 

A Catechism,  1653 
An  Indian  Grammar,  1664 
Communion  of  Churches,  1665 
Harmony  of  the  Gospels,  1678 
The  Practise  of  Piety,  1685 
Indian  Primer,  1687 
The  Sincere  Convert,  1688 
The  Sound  Believer,  1688 

It  is  unfortunate  that  we  do  not  know  more  the  personal 
appearance  and  habits  of  this  modest,  but  brilliant  man.  So 
far  as  I can  learn  there  is  no  portrait  of  him  in  existence.  It 
i.s  known  that  he  gave  generously  and  perhaps  indiscrimin- 
ately to  the  poor  and  needy.  In  fact  his  benevolences  were 
often  so  incautious  that  he  often  distributed  his  salary  to 
others  before  the  wants  of  his  own  family  were  supplied. 
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There  is  a well  known  anecdote  which,  though  familiar,  is  too 
characteristic  to  be  omitted  here.  When  the  treasurer, 
knowing  Eliot’s  habitual  propensity,  was  about  to  pay  Eliot 
part  of  his  salary,  he  put  it  into  a handkerchief,  which  he 
tied  in  several  hard  knots  in  order  to  prevent  Mr.  Eliot  from 
giving  it  away  before  he  reached  home.  After  leaving  the 
treasurer,  the  benevolent  man  called  at  the  house  of  a family 
who  were  poor  and  sick.  He  blessed  them,  and  told  them  God 
had  sent  relief  by  him.  His  kind  words  brought  tears  of 
gratitude  to  their  eyes.  He  immediately  attempted  to  untie 
the  handkerchief  but  the  knots  had  been  so  effectually  made, 
that  he  could  not  get  at  his  money.  After  several  fruitless 
efforts  to  loose  the  handkerchief,  growing  impatient  with  the 
perplexity  and  delay,  he  gave  the  whole  to  the  mother  of  the 
family,  saying,  ‘ ‘ Here,  my  dear,  take  it ; I believe  the  Lord 
designs  it  all  for  you.”  (Covers  Francis,  American  Biography, 
Vol.  V.,  p.  318,  by  Jared  Sparks.) 

Eliot’s  wife  is  said  to  have  had  rare  skill  in  general  medi- 
cine and  surgery.  They  had  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Four  of  their  sons  died  before  their  parents  which  was  a 
particularly  sorrowful  blow,  since  they  were  talented  and  con- 
secrated young  men.  Mr.  Eliot’s  life  was  one  of  eminent  in- 
dustry. He  was  ever  at  work  day  and  night,  at  home  and 
abroad.  He  regarded  his  services  to  man  as  a measure  of  his 
piety  to  God.  He  was  extremly  humble  and  modest,  almost 
to  the  point  of  being  self-effacing.  He  was  passionately  de- 
voted to  the  service  of  God  and  his  fellowmen. 

In  his  later  years  of  infirmity,  he  engaged  a blind  boy  to 
serve  him  and  live  with  him.  John  Eliot  died  on  May  20  in 
1690  at  the  age  of  86.  His  last  words  reflect  the  genuineness 
of  his  inner  spirit  and  spiritual  attitude:  ‘ ‘Welcome,  Jov ! 
Pray...  pray...  pray...” 

In  the  preparation  of  this  paper  I have  indebted  to  the 
books  included  in  the  bibliography  and  I wish  to  acknowledge 
my  inebtedness  to  these  writers. 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  CREESE  AND  COOK  COMPANY, 
INC.  OF  DANVERS 


By  Madeline  Brown  Cook 


The  firm  of  Creese  and  Cook  Company  first  came  into  ex- 
istence in  the  month  of  August  1901,  when  Walter  T.  Creese 
and  Henry  W.  Cook  formed  a stock  company  for  the  manu- 
facture of  leather.  They  incorporated  October  5,  1901,  under 
Masachusetts  laws  and  started  business  in  the  Ira  Story  fac- 
tory on  Harbor  Street  in  Danversport. 

However,  to  tell  the  true  history  of  Creese  and  Cook  Com- 
pany, one  must  go  back  a generation  to  the  fathers  of  both 
Mr.  Creese  and  Mr.  Cook,  who  came  to  America  from  Eng- 
land. 


PART  I 
1864  - 1901 

Henry  W.  Creese,  father  of  Walter,  was  an  English  tanner 
of  much  experience,  having  served  an  exacting  apprentice- 
ship for  a period  of  three  years.  We  read  on  his  apprentice 
papers  that  he  was  the  son  of  William  Creese,  in  the  town  of 
Yovil,  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  England.  He  began  his 
service  on  April  5,  1864.  After  serving  his  apprenticeship, 
he  stayed  with  his  employer,  Cutworth  Raymond,  until  1872, 
when  he  set  sail  for  America.  His  wife,  who  was  Frances 
Cooper,  and  their  two  children  remained  in  England. 

He  came  first  to  Danversport,  Massachusetts  to  look  up  a 
Budgell  family,  who,  too,  had  come  to  America  from  Yovil, 
England.  He  had  just  twenty-five  cents  in  his  pocket,  at  this 
point,  so  he  hunted  for,  and  found  work  in  Beverly  for  a 
short  period  of  time  before  he  went  on  to  Lowell. 

In  Lowell,  he  looked  up  some  English  people,  although  not 
previously  acquainted  with  them.  This  was  the  family  of 
Albert  C.  Cook,  father  of  Henry  W.  Cook.  In  the  year  1868 
Albert  Cook  had  come  to  Lowell  from  the  town  of  Melbourn- 
port,  also  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  England.  Mrs.  Cook, 
who  was  Ahn  Foote,  and  her  four  children ; Bessie,  Henry  W., 
Edwin  A.,  and  Lydia,  followed  in  1870,  after  a home  had 
been  established  for  them.  The  youngest  child,  Lydia,  died 
soon  after  the  family  arrived  in  America. 
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Henry  W.  Creese  and  Albert  C.  Cook  found  gainful  em- 
ployment with  the  same  firm,  White  Brothers  and  Kilbourne„ 
of  Lowell,  one  of  the  best  concerns  of  the1  day.  This  firm  not 
only  tanned  leather  for  shoes  and  gloves,  but  manufactured 
the  gloves  as  well. 

In  1874,  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Creese  arrived  in  Lowell  with  her 
two  very  young  children,  Walter  T.  and  Edith,  who  later 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  W.  Cook.  In  America,  three  other 
children  were  born  to  the  Henry  Creeses;  Gertrude,  Grace, 
and  William  H. 

In  1876,  Mr.  Albert  Cook  passed  away,  leaving  his  widow 
and  four  children;  Bessie,  Henry  W.,  Edwin  A.  and  Charles 
A.,  who  was  born  in  Lowell.  The  eldest  son,  Henry  W. 
Cook,  was  only  eleven  years  old  when  he  lost  his  father,  but 
he  strived  to  help  his  widowed  mother,  working  at  various 
trades  to  earn  money.  Later,  he  was  to  enter  the  employ  of 
White  Brothers,  tanners. 

Henry  W.  Creese  remained  in  Lowell  for  seventeen  years, 
continuing  with  the  White  Brothers  and  Kilbourne  until  this 
partnership  dissolved  and  then  he  went  with  White  Brothers. 
The  last  ten  years  of  his  stay  with  them,  he  was  superinten- 
dent of  the  plant. 

In  1889,  Mr.  Creese  was  invited  to  become  associated  with 
Albert  Bernard,  who  was  conducting  a leather  manufacturing 
business  established  by  his  father,  known  as  the  B.  Bernard 
& Company.  At  first  they  located  in  Peabody,  in  the  old 
Crowninshield  factory,  the  location  of  which,  is  now  a part  of 
the  A.  C.  Lawrence  Company  Corporation.  They  were  there 
for  only  a year  when  the  business  was  removed  to  Danvers  and 
where  they  occupied  a building  erected  for  them  by  the  Dan- 
vers Building  Association.  This  building  was  on  the  corner 
of  Ash  and  Purchase  Streets.  Soon  afterwards,  B.  Bernard 
& Company  purchased  the  building  from  the  town.  The  firm 
moved  to  Danvers  because  of  a superior  water  supply.  A 
brook  ran  through  the  property  and  the  quality  of  the  water 
was  just  what  they  wanted  for  use  in  manufacturing. 

B.  Bernard  & Company  began  experiments  with  the  new 
chrome  process  of  tanning'.  Now  they  were  to  run  into  diffi- 
culties. In  the  September  4,  1943  issue  of  the  Weekly  Bulle- 
tin, Leather  and  Shoe,  Mr.  Lee  Friedman,  son  of  Max 
Friedman,  has  written  concerning  this  period : 

1 1 The  panic  of  ’92,  the  limited  resources  of  Bernard,  lack  of 
credit,  and  the  fact  that  it  had  taken  them  longer  than  they 
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had  calculated  to  produce  a satisfactory  tannage  had  brought 
them  to  a crisis  just  as  they  were  turning  out  a good  product.  ” 
It  was  at  this  point,  in  1892,  that  Max  Friedman,  one  of 
the  partners  of  the  old  pre-civil  war  firm  of  Friedman  Broth- 
ers, was  taken  into  the  firm,  and,  B.  Bernard  & Company  be- 
came Bernard,  Friedman  and  Company.  The  members  of  the 
firm  being  Albert  Bernard  and  Max  Friedman  of  Boston,  and 
Henry  W.  Creese  of  Danvers.  Many  additional  new  buildings 
were  built,  to  make  the  plant  the  tremendous  size  it  was  in 
1899. 

The  Danvers  Mirror  Press,  in  its  book,  “Danvers,  Massa- 
chusetts, ’ ’ published  in  1899,  has  this  to  say  about  the  firm : 

‘ ‘ This  firm  won  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  to  ever  in- 
duce the  United  States  government  to  put  colored  leather  into 
army  shoes,  and  during  the  past  year  there  has  been  govern- 
ment contracts  made  with  shoe  manufacturers,  one  of  the  pro- 
visions of  which  was,  that  the  stock  used  should  be  as  good  as 
Bernard,  Friedman ’s  Titan  Calf  stock ; and  in  a total  of  con- 
tracts aggregating  300,000  pairs  of  shoes,  this  firm  furnished 
all  the  stock  put  into  colored  army  shoes.  ’ 9 

Mr.  Creese  was  in  charge  of  the  Danvers  plant  and  the 
business  grew  and  prospered  under  his  management.  He  was 
assisted  in  the  management  of  the  factory  by  his  son,  Walter 
T.  Creese,  and  his  son-in-law,  Henry  W.  Cook,  described  in 
the  aforesaid  publication  of  1899  as:  “wide-awake,  enterpris- 
ing and  up-to-date  business  men.  All  three  gentlemen  reside 
in  Danvers  and  are  counted  among  the  town’s  progressive, 
public  spirited  citizens. 9 ’ 

It  was  under  the  tutelage  of  Henry  W.  Creese,  both  in 
Lowell  and  in  Danvers,  that  his  son  and  his  son-in-law  learned 
the  many  fine  points  that  go  into  the  making  of  a superior 
leather. 

Again,  quoting  from  Mr.  Lee  Friedman’s  article:  “In 

1899,  Bernard,  Friedman  & Company  sold  out  on  a cash  basis 
to  great  advantage  to  J.  & W.  Seligman  & Company  of  New 
York,  who  were  financing  the  well  known  promoter  of  that 
day,  Charles  R.  Flint,  in  forming  the  American  Hide  & 
Leather  Company.  The  firm  went  out  of  existence  as  by  the 
terms,  of  the  sale  the  partners  agreed  not  to  engage  in  a com- 
peting business  for  ten  years.  The  business  was  then  merged 
with  others  into  the  Ainerican  Hide  & Leather  Company.  ’ ’ 

Mr.  Creese  continued  to  manage  the  plant  for  the  new  own- 
ers until  about  1905,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  life. 


THE  FACTORY  ON  HARBOR  STREET,  DANVERSPORT 
Where  Creese  & Cook  Co.  began  business,  Oct.  5,  1901 
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His  death  on  February  1,  1913  came  as  a great  shock  to  the 
community  and  he  was  sadly  missed  by  his  family  and  his 
friends. 

PART  II 
1901  - 1903 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Henry  W.  Creese ’s  son  and  son-in-law 
had  started  in  business  for  themselves.  On  August  31,  1901, 
the  Danvers  Mirror  carried  headlines  on  the  front  page  an- 
nouncing the  formation  of  a new  stock  company.  This  must 
have  been  important  news  because,  as  a rule  in  those  days, 
almost  the  entire  front  page  of  the  Danvers  Mirror  was  cov- 
ered by  advertisements,  a great  percentage  of  which  guaran- 
teed to  improve  your  health  if  you  patronized  the  advertisers. 
It  was  usually  necessary  to  put  on  strong  eye  glasses,  in  order 
to  ferret  out  the  news  items  on  the  front  page. 

At  any  rate,  the  story  of  this  new  concern,  about  to  be 
started,  occupied  considerable  space  under  the  headlines. 
“LEATHER  CORPORATION” 

“Walter  T.  Creese  and  Henry  W.  Cook  have  formed  a 
stock  company  for  the  manufacture  of  leather  and  will  incor- 
porate under  Massachusetts  laws  with  a capital  stock  of 
$25,000,  all  of  which  is  subscribed,  and  which  will  be  increased 
as  the  business  warrants.  They  have  leased  the  Ira  Story 
factory  at  Danversport  and  will  put  in  a 30  horse  power  elec- 
tric motor  in  addition  to  the  boiler  and  engine.  They  expect 
to  get  in  operation  September  1 and  will  do  a good  business 
and  employ  a considerable  number  of  hands  at  the  start. 

“Additions  will  be  made  to  the  factory  soon,  and  the  plant 
is  expected  to  grow  to  large  dimensions. 

“Messrs.  Creese  and  Cook  are  practical  leather  manufac- 
turers. . . . They  know  the  business  from  A to  Z and  are 
among  the  most  successful  in  this  line  of  manufacture  in  the 
country.  The  elder  Creese  has  spent  a lifetime  at  the  work 
and  his  son  Walter  seems  actually  to  have  inherited  a super- 
ior knowledge  of  the  business  as  well  as  having1  had  18  years 
of  detailed  experience,  while  Mr.  Cook  has  been  engaged  in  it 
over  14  years.  Their  product  is  the  finest  in  the  trade  and  is 
again  and  again  selected  in  competition  with  the  best  products 
of  its  class. 

“The  young  men’s  resignations  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
American  Hide  and  Leather  Company.  They  have  been 
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offered  liberal  inducements  to  remain,  but,  they  are  deter- 
mined to  go  into  business  for  themselves.  ’ ’ 

The  business  did  not  start  up  September  1,  1901,  as  there 
was  some  delay  before  the  charter  for  the  Corporation  was 
received  from  the  State.  It  was  on  October  5,  1901  that 
Creese  and  Cook  Company,  Inc.  commenced  operations  in  the 
tiny  factory  on  Harbor  Street  in  Danversport. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  note  here  just  why  Danversport 
was  chosen  as  the  location  for  this  new  firm.  It  was  because 
of  advantageous  sewage  disposal.  This  had  been  a great 
problem  at  the  Bernard,  Friedman  & Company  site. 

The  members  of  the  original  Corporation  were;  Henry  W. 
Cook,  President;  Walter  T.  Creese,  Treasurer;  and  William 
Baker,  Clerk. 

William  Baker  was  the  son  of  Greorge  W.  Baker,  a former 
shoe  manufacturer  who  also  served  as  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Danvers  from  1895  - 1899. 

We  read  in  the  August  31,  1901  edition  of  the  Danvers 
Mirror,  that  an  artesian  well  has  been  sunk  at  the  Ira  Story 
factory  on  Harbor  Street.  This  must  have  been  in  prepara- 
tion for  Creese  and  Cook  Company’s  occupancy,  because,  as 
we  have  read,  water  is  a very  important  factor  in  the  tanning 
of  leather. 

On  October  5,  1901,  the  Danversport  column  of  the 
“Mirror”  carried  the  following  fragment  of  news:  “Messrs. 

Creese  and  Cook  are  building  another  small  addition  to  their 
morocco  factory.  ’ ’ Expansion  was  part  of  the  program  from 
the  start. 

At  the  very  beginning,  there  were  but  ten  or  twelve  employ- 
ees. I have  not  been  able  to  locate  a complete  list,  but  the 
following  were  among  the  original  group  who  started  work  in 
October,  1901;  John  Higgins,  Harry  Paine,  William  Madison, 
Eddie  Collins,  Pat  Hayes,  John  Devane  and  Theodore  Lee. 

It  was  the  aim  of  this  new  concern  to  provide  employment, 
mainly,  for  residents  of  the  town  of  Danvers  and  this  has  held 
true  through  all  the  years  to  the  present  day.  The  majority 
of  employees  have  made  their  homes  in  Danvers. 

In  1901,  the  employees  worked  sixty  hours  a week,  an 
average  of  ten  hours  every  day.  From  Monday  through 
Friday,  the  hours  were  from  6 :50  A.  M.  to  6 :00  P.  M. ; and 
on  Saturday  from  6 :50  A.  M.  to  5 :00  P.  M, ; off  an  hour  earlier 
in  order  to  prepare  for  Sunday  and  perhaps  to  go  to  town 
Saturday  evening.  This  hour  had  been  made  up  during  the 
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week  by  starting  at  6 :50  A.  M.  instead  of  7 o ’clock  in  the 
morning. 

As  long  as  these  hours  seem  to  be,  they  were  not  nearly  as 
long  as  the  hours  put  in  by  Mr.  Creese  and  Mr.  Cook,  the  two 
members  of  the  Company  who  handled  the  manufacturing 
end  of  the  business ; Mr.  Creese*  in  charge  of  the  coloring  and 
the  finishing  of  the  skins ; Mr.  Cook  responsible  for  the  opera- 
tions in  the  Beam  House  and  in  the  Tan  House.  They  left 
home  in  the  early  hours  of  the  dawn,  or  even  before  dawn, 
and  usually  returned  home  long  after  night  had  fallen  and 
long  after  the  last  employee  had  left  the  factory. 

Their  trials  and  tribulations  were  many.  The  factory  was 
located  on  the  Danvers  River,  and  during  the  exceptionally 
high  tides,  the  vats  were  flooded  with  sea  water  and  the  skins 
floated  all  over  the  cellar.  It  was  so  cold  in  the  old  Story 
building,  that  during  the  winter  the  vats  were  often  covered 
with  ice,  and  icicles  would  hang  from  the  gloves  worn  by  those 
who  handled  the  skins. 

The  old  boiler  and  engine,  used  in  this  first  factory,  caused 
no  end  of  anxiety.  It  was  expected  to  blow  up  at  any  mo- 
ment, but  somehow  or  other,  managed  to  keep  going,  without 
this  catastrophe  happening. 

To  those  of  us  accustomed  to  the  higher  wages  of  a later 
day,  the  wages  paid  in  1901  seem  very  low,  but,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  at  that  time,  rents,  food,  and  the  other  neces- 
sities of  life  were  also  low  in  cost. 

The  Danvers  Cooperative  Association,  an  old  time  market, 
advertises  in  the  October  12,  1901  issue  of  the  Danvers 
Mirror,  and  I quote  from  that  advertisement;  “Danvers 
chickens  20  cts. ; Danvers  fowls  15  ots. ; celery  10  cts. ; lettuce 
2 for  5 cts.”  etc. 

Salaries  as  well  as  wages,  were  low  in  the  early  nineteen 
hundreds.  We  can  read  in  the  September  7,  1902  issue  of  the 
Danvers  Mirror,  that  the  School  Board  has  elected  three  new 
teachers  to  the  faculty  of  the  Holten  High  School.  All  col- 
lege graduates,  one  of  whom  had  graduate  work  to  her  credit 
as  well.  Two  of  these  teachers  were,  to  receive  five  hundred 
dollars  a year,  the  third,  only  four  hundred  dollars  a year. 

When  Creese  and  Cook  Company  started  maunfacturing  in 
1901,  the  average  wage  for  unskilled  labor  was  ten  dollars  a 
week ; the  average  wage  for  skilled  labor,  fifteen  to  eighteen 
dollars  a week.  These  wages  were  considered  very  good, 
indeed,  for  1901. 


5G  HISTORY  OF  CREESE  & COOK  CO.,  INC. 

In  these  early  days,  black  leather,  only,  was  manufactured. 
It  was  known  to  the  trade  as  “Kool  Kalf  ”.  (The  trade  name 
“Kool  Kalf  ” was  registered  July  24,  1903.) 

The  raw  stock  used  was  the  finest  obtainable  in  the  domes- 
tic market.  It  was  secured  from  the  following  firms:  Joseph 
Haberman,  New  York;  Carrol  S.  Page,  Hyde  Park,  Vermont; 
United  Dress  Beef,  New  York;  and  the  New  York  Butchers’ 
Association. 

A1  vegetable  tan  was  employed  and  it  took  two  months  to 
convert  a calf  skin  into  a finished  piece  of  leather. 

Hen  droppings  and  pigeon  droppings  were  used  in  a process 
of  the  Beam  House.  Science  was  yet  to  come  to  the  rescue  of 
the  leather  worker  and  his  family.  (It  was  not  until  1925 
that  commercial  bates,  such  ais  oropon  and  biobate,  which  have 
the  same  chemical  and  physical  reaction  as  hen  droppings,  were 
used.) 

There  was  no  office  force  at  the  Danvers  factory  in  1901. 
Mr.  William  Baker  handled  all  business  from  the  Boston  office, 
a desk,  located  in  the  C.  P.  Kearns  office  at  95  South  Street. 
Creese  and  Cook  Company  took  over  the  office  when  C.  P. 
Kearns  went  out  of  business,  and  continues  to  this  day  in  the 
same  building.  No  agents  were  engaged  to  handle  the  sale  of 
the  leather,  all  sales  being  made  directly  through  the  Com- 
pany’s  office. 

The  very  first  calf  leather  produced  was  sold  to  the  W.  H. 
McElwain  Company  and  the  Florsheim  Shoe  Company,  both 
very  high  grade  shoe  manufacturers. 

Orders  from  other  manufacturers  poured  in,  and  soon  it  was 
impossible  to  produce  enough  leather  in  the  small  factory  to 
meet  the  demand.  Within  a year  it  was  found  advisable  for 
the  Company  to  start  building  a large  factory  on  Water 
Street,  Danversport.  This  building  still  stands.  It  is  the 
large  four  story,  wooden  bulding,  facing  the  street,  and  forms 
the  nucleus  of  the  many  other  buildings  that  have  been  added 
through  the  years. 

We  can  follow  the  progress  of  the  building  of  this  new  fac- 
tory by  reading  the  following  items,  taken  from  the  Dan- 
versport column  of  the  Danvers  Mirror : 

August  9,  1902,  “The  old  tenement  house  on  the  Creese 
and  Cook  Company  land  is  being  demolished  by  Lorenzo 
Dunnels,  and  the  firm  will  at  once  have  a large  morocco  fac- 
tory built  by  Pitman  & Brown  ,to  afford  increased  accommoda- 
tions. The  building  will  be  about  140  x 40,  four  stories.  ’ ’ 
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November  15,  1902,  “A  brick  boiler  house  is  being  erected 
for  the  new  morocco  factory  of  the  Creese  and  Cook  Company 
on  Water  Street.” 

December  27,  1902,  ‘‘The  large  new  leather  factory  of  the 
Creese  and  Cook  Company  on  Water  Street,  is  nearly  com- 
pleted and  will  shortly  be  occupied  by  this  enterprising  firm 
of  young  but  amply  experienced  men.  The  building  150  x 
50  feet,  four  stories  and  is  in  every  way  adapted  to  the  mod- 
em needs  of  leather  making.  There  is  a 125  horse  power 
boiler  and  a 100  horse  power  engine.  A large  settling  tank  is 
built  under  the  building  with  direct  flow  of  all  liquid  waste 
to  the  river.  The  floors  are  all  of  birch  and  the  factory  con- 
struction throughout  is  excellent.  It  will  be  lighted  by  elec- 
tricity. The  location  is  fine,  with  plenty  of  light  and  good 
views  all  around.  The  firm  will  manufacture  calf  goods  al- 
most wholly,  and  has  plenty  of  business  in  sight.” 

PART  III 
1903  - 1946 

Early  in  1903,  we  find  Creese  and  Cook  Company  estab- 
lished in  their  fine  new  factory  at  33  Water  Street. 

Changes  begin  to  take  place.  Mr.  William  Baker  resigns 
as  Clerk  of  the  Corporation.  Mr.  Frank  C.  Allen,  a sales- 
man in  the  leather  trade  enters  the  firm,  becoming  Secretary, 
and  taking  charge  of  sales  through  the  Boston  office.  It  is  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  that  most  of  the  shoe  trade  come  to 
Boston  to  buy  leather  and  to  make  complaints. 

More  and  more  shoe  manufacturers  come  to  Creese  and 
Cook  Company  for  fine  calf  leather.  W.  H.  McElwain  and 
The  Florsheim  Shoe  Company  continue  to  buy  leather  from 
the  firm.  Other  early  customers  are:  Johnston  & Murphy; 

Stacey  Adams  & Company;  Edwin  H.  Clapp  & Company; 
Commonwealth  Shoe  & Leather  Company;  George  E.  Keith 
Company;  L.  A.  Crossett  Company;  Rice  & Hutchins;  A.  E. 
Nettleton;  and  Howard  and  Foster. 

Ah  office  is  opened  at  the  Danvers  factory,  to  handle  the 
business  details  of  the  manufacturing  end. 

Mr.  J.  Ellis  Nightingale  of  Danversport  invents  a leather 
measuring  machine  which  he  calls  “The  Perfection”.  It  is 
tried  out  at  the  Creese  and  Cook  Company  factory  and  found 
to  be  so  satisfactory  that  in  1946,  the  company  continues  to 
use  a Nightingale  machine.  Now,  it  is  called  “The  Nightin- 
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gale”  and  is  manufactured  by  the  Turner  Tanning  Machinery 
Company  of  Peabody. 

Again,  I quote  from  the  Danvers  Mirror,  the  date,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1903 : ‘ 1 The  Creese  and  Cook  Company  is  doing 

such  an  increasing  business  in  its  commodious  leather  factory, 
that  it  is  evident  they  made  no  mistake  in  providing  for 
future  as  well  as  present  needs.  The  young  men  are  hustlers 
and  workers  themselves.  The  driven  well  has  proved  a suc- 
cess, for  its  daily  use  does  not  diminsh  the  supply.  Town 
vrater  is  used  for  the  boilers.  ” 

It  may  have  been  “commodious”  on  December  17,  1903, 
but  on  May  12,  1904,  we  find  this  news  item  in  the  weekly 
paper : “A  large  addition  is  being  built  to  the  Creese  and 

Cook  Company  factory.”  Two  large  four  story  wooden 
wings  are  added  to  the  main  building. 

The  young  firm  had  a loyal  friend  in  the  person  of  Joseph 
Plaberman  of  New  York,  a broker  in  raw  skins,  and  with  whom 
they  had  done  business.  He  always  called  Mr.  Creese  and  Mr. 
Cook  ‘ ‘ his  boys  ’ * and  was  anxious  to  see  them  succeed.  One 
day  Mr.  Haberman  visited  the  new  factory  on  Water  Street  to 
inquire  if  “the  boys”  had  plenty  of  raw  stock  on  hand.  Mr. 
Creese  told  him  that  as  they  owed  money  for  the  ones  they  had 
previously  bought,  they  would  not  buy  any  more  for  the  pres- 
ent. Mr.  Haberman  very  casually  asked  if  they  would  have 
bought  more  raw  stock  if  they  had  had  the  money  and  Mr. 
Creese  replied  in  the  affirmative.  A few  days  later,  the  cash- 
ier of  the  Danvers  National  Bank  telephoned,  and  informed 
Mr.  Creese  that  a check  for  twenty  five  thousand  dollars  had 
been  received  at  the  bank  with  instructions  that  it  was  to  be 
deposited  to  the  account  of  Creese  and  Cook  Company.  Mr. 
Joseph  Haberman  had  sent  it!  He  asked  for  no  security, 
note,  or  anything.  He  trusted  in  the  integrity  of  the  firm. 
He  knew  ‘ ‘ his  boys  ’ ’ would  pay  him  back  when  they  could, 
and,  he  wanted  them  to  have  the  opportunity  to  buy  the  addi- 
tional raw  stock  at  an  advantageous  time.  It  can  be  said, 
truly,  of  Mr.  Haberman,  that  he  had  “a  wise  and  an  under- 
standing heart”. 

About  1906,  the  Company  decided  to  begin  the  manufac- 
ture of  colored  leathers,  using  a vegetable  tan  at  first,  but 
soon  changing  to  the  chrome  process  for  both  colored  and 
black  leathers.  Now,  it  became  necessary  to  import  skins 
from  Europe  in  order  to  make  a high  grade  colored  calf  lea- 
ther. The  reason  for  importing  was  because  of  the  superior 
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quality  and  takeoff  of  the  European  skins.  The  first  imported 
raw  stock  was  from  France,  the  incomparable  “ Paris  City” 
green  salted  calf  skins. 

As  we  all  know,  one  thing  always  leads  to  another,  so  with 
the  importation  of  raw  stock,  representatives  were  needed  to 
take  care  of  the  buying  abroad.  The  firms  representing 
Creese  and  Cook  Company  in  the  European  markets  were: 
Schmoll  Fils  of  New  York  and  Paris;  Alphonse,  Weil  Com- 
pany of  Paris;  and  Wells  and  Upham  of  Boston,  who  repre- 
sented the  Scandinavian  countries. 

William  E.  Eaton,  writing  in  the  December  4,  1912  issue  of 
the  Boot  and  Shoe  Recorder,  after  a visit  to  the  Creese  and 
Cook  tannery,  had  this  to  say  about  the  raw  stock  used  there : 
‘‘The  first  impression  had  to  do  with  basic  conditions.  . . . 
careful  selection  of  raw  stock  bought  by  agents  in  France  and 
Germany,  under  instructions  to  buy  the  finest  grain  and  tex- 
ture in  small  and  medium  skins  from  the  leading  abbattoirs 
where  the  take-off  is  the  finest  in  the  world.  In  these  markets 
large  quantities  of  calf  skins  are  sold  every  month  at  auction 
to  the  highest  bidder,  and  he/re  it  is  that  Creese  and  Cook  Com- 
pany, through  the  skill  of  their  foreign  representatives,  make 
expert  selection  in  the  largest  calf  skin  markets  of  all  Europe. 
The  raw  stock  is  shipped  direct  to  the  Danversport  tannery. 
Right  here  it  should  be  stated  that  the  firm  claim  that  it  works 
a bigger  percentage  of  fine  raw  stock  than  any  other  concern 
in  the  calf  skin  field.” 

The  colored  leathers  were  popular.  Business  continued  to 
grow  by  leaps  and  bounds  until  it  was  found  expedient  to 
have  help  in  the  selling  end.  About  1907,  Wolfenstein  and 
Shannehan  Company  of  New  York,  and  P.  A.  Henry  Company 
of  Cincinnati  became  the  first  selling  agents  for  Creese  and 
Cook  Company. 

On  August  1,  1907,  William  H.  Creese  was  made  a member 
of  the  firm,  and  on  May  5,  1908  was  elected  Vice-President  of 
the  corporation.  He  was  the  younger  son  of  Henry  W. 
Creese,  and  a brother  of  Walter.  He  had  been  associated  with 
his  father  at  the  American  Hide  and  Leather  Company’s 
plant  on  Ash  Street. 

Creese  and  Cook  Company  continued  to  enlarge  the  size  of 
the  plant.  Between  the  years  1908  and  1914,  three  more  addi- 
tions were  required  to  take  care  of  the  expanding  business. 
First,  a brick  store  house  and  hide  house,  about  1908 ; second, 
a five  story  brick  building,  about  1910;  and  third,  a new 
brick  Beam  House,  about  1914. 
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There  were  three  reasons  why  a new  Beam  House,  located 
elsewhere,  was  needed.  The  first,  and  most  important  one 
was,  that  people  were  complaining  about  the  dreadful  odors 
that  escaped  from  the  windows  of  the  old  Beam  House.  It 
was  located  in  the  cellar  of  the  factory,  facing  Water  Street, 
and  the  electric  cars  passed  close  by.  Many  pointed  remarks 
were  made  by  the  passengers  in  the  cars,  especially  if  they 
were  riding  in  the  open  cars  used  in  the  summer. 

Prom  the  earliest  days  the  poor  tanner  has  been  forced  to 
move.  In  1674,  New  York  City  compelled  four  tanners  to 
move  beyond  the  city  wall.  In  1739,  Philadelphia  drove  six 
tanners  outside  the  town.1 

Although  Danvers  did  not  compel  Creese  and  Cook 
Company  to  move,  it  was  decided  by  the  firm  that  it  would  be 
the  neighborly  thing  to  do,  and,  there  were  other  important 
reasons. 

Second,  the  water  from  the  driven  well  was  not  satisfac- 
tory. It  was  too  hard  and  the  deeper  the  well  was  drilled  the 
saltier  the  water  became.  The  Company  could  not  afford  to 
buy  its  entire  supply  of  water  from  the  town  because  of  the 
tremendous  quantity  used.  If  the  Beam  House  was  moved 
to  the  new  location  across  the  river,,  it  would  be  possible  to 
use  the  same  water  that  Bernard,  Friedman  & Company  had 
found  so  satisfactory  years  before.  Creese  and  Cook  Com- 
pany had  bought  the  land  rights  from  the  location  of  the  new 
Beam,  House  to  Purchase  Street,  where  a pump  house  was  in- 
stalled to  pump  the  water  from  the  brook  to  a water  tank 
situated  near  the  new  Beam  House. 

The  third  and  last  reason  was  that  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature had  given  a right  of  way,  directly  through  the  rear  of 
the  Creese  and  Cook  Company  property,  to  the  Eastern  Rapid 
Transit  Line,  an  electric  railroad  to  be  operated  between 
Danvers  and  Boston.  For  this  reason,  when  the  new  Beam 
House  was  built,  across  the  river  next  to  the  old  Endicott 
burying  ground,  it  was  constructed  with  steel  capable  of  car- 
rying a building  up  to  four  stories.  The  transit  line  did  not 
materialize  and  the  remainder  of  the  factory  was  never  moved. 

It  was  planned  to  build  a foot  bridge  across  the  river,  con- 
necting the  new  Beam  House  with  the  main  plant.  In  addi- 
tion to  foot  traffic,  this  bridge  would  carry  steam  pipes  and 
electric  power  lines  from  the  main  plant  to  the  Beam  House. 
It  would  also  carry  the  brook  water  pipe  line  from  the  water 
tank  to  the  main  plant. 

1 “Handwrought  Ancestors/’  by  Marion  Nicholl  Rawson. 
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Lummus  and  Parker,  who  operated  a grain  mill,  owned  the 
water  rights  of  the  river,  and  before  the  piles  for  the  foot 
bridge  could  be  driven,  a considerable  sum  of  money  had  to  be 
paid  to  them.  Moving  was  expensive! 

In  1912,  the  Company  was  famous  for  its  “Spartan  Calf  ”, 
a chrome  tanned  Russian  leather ; and  for  4 4 Cresco  ’ yy  a chrome 
water  proof  leather.  So  great  was  the  popularity  of  4 4 Cresco  ’ 9 
leather  that  it  was  “imitated  by  many  and  counterfeited  by 
some”.  The  trade  name  4 4 Cresco”  was  used  for  the  first 
time  in  June  1907,  and  was  copyrighted  June  1909. 

Referring  again,  to  Mr.  Eaton’s  article  in  the  Boot  and 
Shoe  Recorder,  I quote : 4 4 In  a statement  issued  by  the  Com- 

pany, they  admitted  that  while  ‘imitation  is  the  sincerest 
flattery, 9 counterfeiting  strikes  at  the  root  of  faith  and  confi- 
dence.” It  also  goes  on  to  say  that  anyone  found  adver- 
tising a substitute  leather  as  the  genuine  “Cresco”  would  be 
prosecuted,  if  necessary,  as  a protection  to  the  shoe  manu- 
facturers and  retailers  who  were  selling  the  genuine,  and 
therefore  entitled  to  that  protection.  This  statement  of  the 
Company  “is  a recognition  of  the  merchandising  value  of  a 
line  of  high  quality  calf  skins  that  has  been  given  individuali- 
ty through  the  use  of  a name,  and  it  further  emphasises  the 
zealous  attitude  of  any  reputable  tanner,  toward  a reputable 
leather  of  his  own  tannage.” 

In  the  summer  of  1914,  we  find  another  generation  starting 
to  learn  the  business  of  tanning.  Gruy  T.  Creese,  elder  son  of 
Walter  T.,  enters  the  employ  of  the  Company  soon  after  his 
graduation  from  Lowell  Textile  Institute,  where  he  had  been 
a student  of  chemistry.  His  mother’s  family,  as  well  as  his 
father’s  family  had  been  tanners  for  several  generations. 
His  mother  was  the  former  Lillian  Dodge,  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  Dodge,  a tanner,  who  at  one  time  was  with  White 
Brothers  in  Lowell,  later  going  to  Grloversville,  New  York. 
Samuel  Dodge  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  a few  days  after  lr‘s 
parents  arrived  in  America  from  England. 

In  the  fall  of  1914,  Wallace  C.  Cook,  fresh  out  of 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  and  who  later  became  my  husband, 
came  to  work  in  the  Beam  House,  to  learn  the  business  from 
the  beginning.  He  was  the  only  son  of  Henry  W.  and  Edith 
(Creese)  Cook.  The  work  in  the  Beam  House  was  hard  and 
the  hours  were  long,  but  soon  this  new  employee  became  accus- 
tomed to  it  all,  as  had  other  members  of  his  family  before  him. 

It  was  on  July  14,  1915  that  the  Company  first  used  the 
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trade  name  4 ‘ Tony  ’ ’ to  identify  the  new  red  leather  that  they 
were  manufacturing.  It  was  called  ‘ ‘ Tony  ’ ’ Red  and  became 
famous  all  over  the  world.  It  was  colored  with  a straight 
aniline  dye.  The  trade  name  “Tony”  was  copyrighted 
July  21,  1921,  for  by  that  time,  a whole  line  of  colors  bore 
the  name.  Copyrights  were  secured  in  Prance,  Brazil  and 
Chile,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States.  “Tony”  Red  leather 
was  popular  for  over  seven  years. 

Mrs.  Annie  Winslow,  daughter-in-law  of  the  late  Mr.  Frank 
Winslow,  who  was  head  of  the  Danvers  office  of  Creese  and 
Cook  Company  for  so  many  years,  told  me  this  story  about 
her  brother,  Milton  H.  Dickey,  who  also  hails  from  Danvers. 
In  1930  or  1931,  while  on  duty  with  the  United  States  Navy, 
he  went  ashore  at  Shanghai  to  look  up  a Chinese  ishoe  maket, 
who  had  the  reputation  for  making  fine  shoes.  Mr.  Dickey 
was  asked  to  select  the  piece  of  leather  that  he  wished  made  up 
into  shoes,  from  a great  pile  heaped  on  a table.  After  looking 
them  over  and  fingering  them,  he  finally  came  to  a piece  that 
was  to  his  liking.  Pulling  it  out,  he  turned  it  over  and  saw 
stamped  on  the  back,  “Creese  and  Cook  Company,  Danvers, 
Mass.  U.  S.  A.” 

During  the  first  World  War,  Creese  and  Cook  Company 
manufactured  colored  calf  leather  for  United  States  Army 
officers  ’ boots,  and  made  some  black  calf  leather  for  United 
States  Navy  shoes. 

Sir  Percy  Daniels  was  the  London  agent,  and  through  him, 
the  Company  sold  leather  to  English  shoe  manufacturers,  who 
made  up  shoes  for  the  British  armed  forces. 

During  this  war,  the  pigment  finish  was  developed.  This 
finish  levels  color,  covers  imperfections,  and  increases  the 
cutting  value  of  the  leather. 

About  1918,  a two  story  brick  building  was  added  to  the 
north  west  corner,  and  in  1922,  a three  story  brick  building 
was  added  to  the  south  side.  This  last  building  is  on  the 
site  of  the  old  brick  house,  “built  by  Nathaniel  Putnam  in 
1805, 5,1  and  which  was  torn  down  about  1920  to  make 
room  for  the  new  addition. 

In  1920,  Tomas  & Cia  became  Creese  and  Cook  Company’s 
agent  to  handle  the  growing  South  American  trade.  Tomas 
& Cia  handled  everything  from  needles  to  automobiles,  but, 
at  one  time,  the  only  leather  concern  they,  represented  was 
the  Creese  and  Cook  Company. 

1 “Chronicles  of  Danvers,”  by  Harriet  S.  Tapley. 
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Bally,  Inc.  of  Switzerland,  bought  leather  from  Creese  and 
Cook  Company.  Later,  shoes  made  up  from  this  leather  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States  to  be  sold  here. 

On  January  29,  1923,  Guy  T.  Creese  and  his  cousin,  Wallace 
C.  Cook,  were  taken  into  the  firm  and  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

On  February  6,  1925,  Frank  C.  Allen  resigned  as  Secretary 
of  the  Corporation  and  retired  from  the  firm,  Guy  T.  Creese 
was  elected  Secretary  and  Mr.  Charles  Seaverns  became 
manager  of  the  Boston  office. 

It  was  fitting  that  Creese  and  Cook  Company  should  cele- 
brate the  twenty  fifth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
firm.  On  October  5,  1926,  the  Company  was  host  to  all  of  its 
'two  hundred  and  fifty  employees  at  a banquet  and  entertain- 
ment in  Masonic  Hall.  The  employees  presented  each  of  the 
members  of  the  firm  with  a remembrance,  in  the  form  of  a 
lasting  gift,  and  thoughtfully  sent  lovely  gifts  to  their  wives. 

From  the  report  of  the  anniversary  celebration  in  the  Dan- 
vers Herald , October  7,  1926,  I have  taken  the  following : 
‘ ‘ The  good  will  that  exists  between  employees  and  employers ; 
the  fact  that  the  human  element  is  taken  into  consideration, 
and,  that  first  of  all,  the  workers  are  men,  has  done  much  to 
put  the  Creese  and  Cook  Company  on  a firm  foundation  and 
keep  it  there.” 

Bertram  Creese,  younger  son  of  Walter  T.  Creese,  came  to 
work  in  the  Danvers  office  in  the  summer  of  1929.  He  had 
just  graduated  from  the  Harvard  School  of  Business  Admin- 
istration. After  a while,  he  was  puit  in  charge  of  the  office 
and  remained  with  the  Company  until  June  1937.  He  left 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Lea- 
ther Manufacturers’  Association,  a position  he  holds  today. 

Walter  T.  Creese  had  two  other  children,  Mildred,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Alden  C.  Goodnow,  and  Helen,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Dale  Lash. 

The  depression  was  a difficult  time  for  the  manufacturers 
of  high  grade  leather.  Everyone  was  feeling  the  effects  and 
wanted  goods  that  were  low  in  cost  regardless  of  quality. 
Creese  and  Cook  Company  kept  going,  was  loyal  to  its  em- 
ployees, but,  on  April  1,  1937  it  was  decided  to  close  until  the 
Company  could  readjust  itself  to  the  changed  conditions. 

On  February  1,  1938,  the  factory  reopened,  and  it  was  at 
this  time  that  bag  leather  was  manufactured  for  the  first  time 
although  the  manufacture  of  calf  leather  for  men ’s  and  wo- 
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men’s  shoes  continued.  The  bag  leathers  were  made  from 
calf  skins  and  skivers.  A skiver  is  a grain  of  a sheepskin 
which  has  been  split  off ; the  under  part  of  which  is  used  in  the 
production  of  chamois.  Calf  skin  made  into  bag  leather  is 
known  as  Pochette  Calf. 

In  World  War  II,  we  find  Creese  and  Cook  Company  doing 
its  part  but  under  the  most  adverse  conditions.  Raw  stock 
is  difficult  to  obtain,  labor  is  at  a premium,  and  the  govern- 
ment is  clamoring  for  leather.  A reserve  supply  for  civilian 
use  must  be  manufactured  as  well. 

For  the  war  effort,  the  Company  manufactured  colored 
calf  for  United  States  Army  officers’  boots,  black  calf  for 
United  States  Navy  shoes,  and  athletic  glove  leather  for 
United  States  Army  recreation  centers. 

For  the  athletic  glove,  a different  kind  of  raw  stock,  called 
“Kips”  was  used.  “Kips”  come  from  undersized  cows,  etc., 
and  weigh  from  seventeen  to  twenty  five  pounds.  Calfskins 
weigh  under  seventeen  pounds. 

In  1943,  Henry  W.  Cook  retired  from  the  firm,  to  take  a 
well  earned  rest  and  to  enjoy  the  leisure  he  deserved,  after 
his  many  active  years.  He  resigned  as  President  of  the 
Corporation  and  on  February  15,  1943,  his  son,  Wallace  C. 
Cook  was  elected  to  this  office. 

The  date  is  March  14,  1946.  Many  changes  have  come 
about  in  the  almost  forty  five  years  of  the  Company’s  exis- 
tence. 

In  1946,  we  find  that  it  takes  but  one  month  to  make  finished 
leather  from  raw  stock.  The  time  of  manufacture  has  been 
cut  in  half. 

Working  hours  have  decreased  steadily  through  the  years. 
Wages  have  increased  steadily.  In  1946,  the  employees  work 
forty  hours  a week.  The  average  wage  is  thirty  five  to  forty 
dollars  a week  for  unskilled  labor,  and  forty  five  to  fifty  five 
dollars  a week  for  skilled  labor. 

The  present  day  selling  agents  for  the  Company  are : Gar- 
den State  Tanning,  Inc.,  New  York ; Allen  & Stis,  St.  Louis ; 
and  Getz  Brothers  & Company  of  San  Francisco,  who  handle 
all  export  trade  to  the  Far  East. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Corporation  are:  Wallace  C. 
Cook,  President;  William  H.  Creese,  Vice-President ; Walter 
T.  Creese,  Treasurer;  and  Guy  T.  Creese,  Secretary. 

Before  I can  close  this  brief  history  of  the  Creese  and  Cook 
Company,  I must  pay  tribute  to  the  two  courageous  men  who 
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founded  the  business.  They  chanced  everything  they  had  in 
the  world,  to  do  what  they  thought  was  the  right  thing  to  do. 
They  left  “the  sure”  for  “the  unsure”.  They  labored  hard 
and  long  for  their  success,  and  when  it  came,  were  generous 
with  it  to  others.  A place  in  the  factory  was  always  found, 
when  necessary,  for  those  they  had  known  in  earlier  days. 
Many  were  the  kind  deeds  done  by  these  two  men. 

I am  very  grateful  to  all  the  members  of  the  family  who  so 
kindly  shared  their  reminiscences  with  me.  I am  especially 
grateful  to  my  husband  for  the  help  he  has  given  me. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Putnam  went  down  into  the  dark  and  dusty 
archives  in  the  basement  of  the  Peabody  Institute  Library,  to 
bring  up  old  copies  of  the  Danvers  Mirror  for  my  use,  and  I 
am  very  grateful  to  her  as  well. 

Without  their  help,  I could  not  have  written  this  history. 


GROCERY  BILL,  1832 


Mr.  Joseph  Howe  Bot  of  John  Perley 


1832  To  3 Galls  N Rum 

$1.00 

May  10  % lb  tobacco 

7 

2 do  coif 

28 

3/16  do  snuff 

3 

1 Gall  Molasses 

30 

$1.68 

Credit  by  27  Eggs 

25 

$1.43 

Rec’d  Payment 
John  Perley 
by  Charles  H Rhoades 

—Danvers  Historical  Society 
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(Originals  at  Danvers  Historical  Society) 


Salem  Village  December  ye  2nd  1736 
Then  received  of  Colector  Ebenzer  Hutchinson  the  Sum  of 
Eleven  pounds  fourteen  shillings  in  part  of  what  he  was  to 
collect  for  Sd  Village  parish  for  the  year  1735  I say  Received 
pr  me 

Nathaniell  Putnam  Treasurer 


Salem  June  ye  1736  then  received  of  Collocttor  Ebenezar 
Hutchinson  ye  sum  of  twelve  pounds  in  part  of  what  he  was 
to  collect  for  ye  parish  for  ye  year  1735  I say  received  per  me 
NathaU  Putnam 

parish  Treasurer 


Salem  Village  february  ye  10th  1736/7  — then  Received  of 
Coloctor  Ebenezar  Hutchinson  ye  sum  of  twenty  seven  pounds 
five  shillings  in  part  of  what  he  was  to  collect  for  ye  year 
1735  27  - 5 -0 

Also  Received  ye  same  day  abovesd  ye  sum  of  2-15-0 

Received  by  Mr.  NathaU  Putnam  parish  Treasurer 


Sale  op  Church  Pew 

Thisi  may  eertifie  that  I the  subscriber  have  sold  all  my  Right, 
and  Interest  that  I have  in  or  unto  a pew  that  was  formourly 
built  for  Decon  Ingorsol  in  Salem  Village  unto  Ebenezer 
Hutchinson  of  sd  Village  for  his  use  and  Improvement  to  him 
or  any  of  his  heirs  at  any  and  at  all  times.  In  witnes  whereof 
I have  my  hand  this  Eighth  day  of  September  1750 
Jonathan  Hutchinson 


Parish  Church  Rates 
Year  not  given  (in  1700 ’s) 


Joseph  Buxton 
Amos  Buxton 


0-19-0  0-10-4 

3-11-0  1-17-4 
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Jonath  Buxton 

2-  9-0 

1-  6-4 

Benn  Buxton 

4-  4-0 

2-  4-4 

Enos  Buxton 

1-14-0 

0-18-0 

Joseph  Buxton  Jur 

1-  5-8' 

0-14-0 

Nathan1  Brown 

4-  1-0 

2-  3-4 

Joseph  Cross 

0-  4-0 

0-  2-8 

Michel  Cross 

1-164) 

0-19-4 

Beniah  Chase 

1-  7-0 

0-14-0 

Hebert  [Hobart]  Clark 

1-  9-0 

0-16-4 

Will  Ellingod 

2-16-0 

1-  3-4 

Thomas  Flint 

6-18-0 

3-  8-4 

Samuel  Flint 

9-  2-0 

4-11-0 

Joseph  Fowle 

2-  6-0 

1-  6-4 

Elisha  Flint 

1-16-0 

0-19-4 

Nath1  Good  el 

1-10-0 

0-15-0 

Abra  Goodel 

9-  8-0 

2-  4-8 

John  Giles 

2-10-0 

1-  9-4 

Jacob  Goodel 

7-14-0 

3-17-4 

David  Goodel 

4-  6-0 

2-  2-4 

Abra  Goodel  jur 

1-19-0 

1-  0-4 

Ebenr  Goodel 

3-  6-0 

1-17-4 

John  Hutchinson 

1-  0-0 

0-11-0 

Joseph  Hutchinson 

5-  4-0 

2-12-0 

Ambros  Hutchinson 

1-  9-0 

0-16-4 

Ebene2  Hutchinson 

3-16-0 

2-  2-8 

Samuel  Holton 

6-12-0 

3-  1-4 

William  Hutchinson 

2-17-4 

1-  7-4 

Jonathan  Hutchinson 

2-16-0 

1-11-4 

Paul  [Hayward]  Houerd 

1-  4-0 

0-13-4 

John  Hutchinson 

1-  4-0 

0-13-4 

Ames  Hutchinson 

1-18-0 

1-  1-4 

James  Masury 

1-  6-0 

0-14-4 

John  Needham 

1-10-0 

0-15-4 

Jaspr  Needham 

1-  3-8 

0-12-0 

Ebene2  Nurse 

7-13-4 

4-  0-8 

Francis  Nurse 

4-18-8 

1-10-9 

John  Putnam 

5-18-8 

2-17-8 

Joseph  Putnam 

7-16-0 

4-  0-8 

Thos  Putnam 

4-12-0 

2-15-4 

Joseph  Pope 

9-17-0 

5-  2-8 

Josiah  Putnam 

4-13-0 

2-  6-2 

Jonat  Prince 

6-  4-4 

3-  5-4 

John  Putnam  jur 

4-  3-0 

2-  3-4 
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Otnier  [Oliver]  Putnam 

1-10-0 

0-17-4 

Amos  Putnam 

5-10-8 

2-16-0 

Edward  Putnam  Mid 

0-  3-4 

0-  2-0 

Samuel  Putnam  Jur 

1-10-0 

0-17-4 

Enos  Putnam 

1-10-0 

0-17-4 

Sarah  Phillips 

2-14-8 

1-  2-0 

Amos  Putnam 

4-12-8 

2-  9-4 

Jona1  Russell  wid 

3-  4-0 

1-15-4 

Benm  Rusel 

3-  9-0 

1-17-4 

Ben11  Rusel  Jur 

1-10-0 

0-17-4 

Joseph  Sibley 

4-18-0 

2-11-4 

Walter  Smith 

6-  8-0 

3-  7-0 

Nathan  Smith 

4-18-0 

2-10-0 

William  Small 

3-  6-4 

1-14-0 

George  Small 

3-10-0 

2-  2-8 

Joshua  Swinerton 

3-11-4 

1-17-8 

James  Swinerton  Wid 

5-  2-0 

2-12-8 

Jasper  Swinerton 

3-  2-0 

1-15-8 

James  Smith 

1-  4-0 

1-  3-4 

James  Smith 

5-  4-0 

2-15-4 

John  Swinerton 

4-  8-4 

2-  6-4 

Corn1  Tarbell 

9-  2-0 

4-  2-8 

Samu1  Upton 

2-  6-0 

1-  3-0 

Samu1  Upton 

3-15-4 

2-  1-4 

Beniam  Upton 

4-11-0 

2-  8-8 

Richart  Upton 

1-10-0 

0-17-4 

Paul  Upton 

5-14-0 

3-  0-4 

Natha11  Walles 

2-12-0 

1-  8-0 

Elisebh  While 

0-16-0 

0-  9-0 

Richard  Whittrdge 

2-  0-0 

1-  3-4 

John  Giles 

1-  4-0 

0-13-4 

Letter  of  Recommendation 

Andover  Jan.  17,  1826 

Eleazer  Putnam  Esq. 

Danvers 
My  dear  Sir 

I lately  received  your  kind  letter  & hasten  to  answer  by  Mr. 
Balch  who  can  stay  but  a few  minutes.  I should  hope  Mr. 
Braman’s  acceptance  among  the  people  a token  for  good. 
And  considering  how  he  is  waked  up  in  his  faculties  & what 
an  impression  he  is  capable  of  making,  I indulge  the  hope  that 
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he  is  preparing*  for  extensive  usefulness.  I don’t  know 
enough  of  his  private  & social  character,  to  be  able  to  predict 
how  he  will  appear  in  the  business  of  a pastor.  You  can 
judge  of  that  better  than  I can.  It  is  my  heart’s  desire  & 
prayer  to  God,  that  you  and  your  church  & people  may  be 
blessed  with  all  spiritual  blessing's.  The  Great  Shepherd 
will  listen  to  the  humble,  fervent  cries  of  his  people  in  Dan- 
vers, which  I hope  daily  ascend  to  him.  Should  the  hearts  of 
the  church  & people  be  united  in  Mr.  Braman,  I know  of 
nothing  which  should  be  any  hindrance  to  your  settling  him, 
or  to  his  usefulness  among  you.  I am  his.  sincere  friend,  & 
rejoice  most  heartily  in  every  thing  which  confirms  the  hope 
of  his  usefulness. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  now  in  Connecticut.  Do  give  my 
sincerest  regards  & good  wishes  to  the  brethren  & sisters  of 
your  church  as  far  as  you  may  have  opportunity,  & let  them 
know  that  my  heart  will  rejoice  in  their  good 

May  heavenly  wisdom  guide  both  them  & you 
I am,  dear  Sir,  very  affectionately  your  friend  & brother 
Leonard  Woods 

by  Rev.  Mr.  Balch 

Letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Braman 

Saratoga  Springs  June  25  1828 

Eleazer  Putnam,  Esq. 

Danvers 
Dear  Sir 

I have  written  to  Dr.  Osgood  respecting  my  health  and  sit- 
uation in  this  place  and  as  Mr.  Oliphant  will  return  before  me 
I thought  proper  to  send  to  Danvers  again  by  him.  The 
waters  have  an  effect  fully  equal  to  my  expectations  and 
though  I cannot  call  myself  by  an  means  well,  I think  my 
health  considerably  improved  and  I am  not  without  hope  that 
I shall  receive  essential  and  lasting  benefit.  My  only  fear  is 
that  as  I am  now  at  rest  from  labour  and  care  I may  suppose 
my  strength  greater  than  it  really  is  and  that  when  I again 
enter  upon  my  duties  there  may  be  a return  of  the  same  dis- 
order with  which  I have  before  been  afflicted.  In  order  that  I 
might  derive  every  possible  advantage  from  the  springs  and 
get  my  strength  well  confirmed  before  I returned  I requested 
Dr.  Osgood  to  procure  the  services  of  Mr.  Green  for  one 
Sabbath  more  than  I engaged  him.  We  shall  probably  set 
out  for  home  soon  after  you  receive  this  and  shall  proceed  on 
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the  journey  more  leisurely  than  when  we  came.  We  rode 
very  rapidly  on  our  way  to  this  place  but  as  there  is  some 
possibility  that  we  may  go  home  by  another  route  through 
New  York  and  New  Haven  and  some  part  of  the  carriage  will 
be  by  steam  boat  it  cannot  be  attended  with  so  much  fatigue 
as  by  the  Stage.  We  were  gratified  to  hear  from  your  family 
and  Danvers  by  Mr.  Oliphant  I felt  a little  anxiety  about  the 
first  Sabbath  after  we  left  but  Mr.  Newman  might  have  mis- 
understood me  in  respect  to  the  particular  day  on  which  he 
was  to  supply  me  but  am  happy  to  learn  that  he  preached. 
Mr.  Macintosh  & wife  from  Portsmouth  are  now  in  the  place. 
We  have  become  a little  acquainted  with  him  and  find  him  a 
very  intelligent  and  pleasant  man.  He  gives  a very  favour- 
able account  of  the  state  of  things  in  Portsmouth  and  thinks 
that  the  cause  of  orthodoxy  is  gaining  ground.  Our  situation 
here  is  made  in  every  respect  comfortable  and  pleasant.  We 
live  in  a family  one  mile  from  the  village  retired  from  noise 
with  pious  and  affectionate  people.  Mr.  Taylor  and  wife 
speak  of  your  sons  often  and  remember  them  with  interest  and 
affection.  We  feel  an  attachment  to  Danvers  and  a desire 
to  see  the  people  which  would  urge  to  an  immediate  return 
were  it  not  that  sense  of  duty  constrains  us  to  stay.  I hope 
that  you  and  the  society  may  enjoy  the  favour  of  God  and 
his  holy  spirit  and  that  the  affliction  and  separation  may  be 
sanctified  both  to  them  and  myself,  and  be  the  means  of  ad- 
vancing the  Kingdom,  of  our  Lord.  Mrs.  B ’s  health  is  much 
the  same  though  I hope  the  waters  may  finally  benefit  her  as 
well  as  myself.  We  desire  to  be  remembered  affectionately 
to  Mrs.  P.  and  your  family  and  all  our  friends. 

Yours  with  respect  and  friendship 
Milton  P.  Braman 


1845  January  26 

The  connection  between  Mr.  Braman  & his  people  was  dis- 
solved by  mutual  consent 
Feb.  2 Rev.  Mr.  Payson  preached 
Feb.  9 Mr.  Payson  preached 

Feb.  16  At  meeting  in  the  A.  M.  Mr.  Green  preached 
Feb.  23  Mr.  Tollman  preached 

Mar.  2 At  meeting  heard  Mr.  Braman  all  day,  did  not  hear 
text  distinctly  it  was  his  farewell  sermon  in  the  A.  M. 
Mar.  9 Mr.  Lawrence  preached 
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Mar.  16  At  meeting  heard  Rev.  M.  Barrows  A.  M.  Evening 
heard  Br.  Israel 

1857  Sabbath  Jan.  11  Mr.  Braman 
Jan.  18  Mr.  Coggin  preached  cold  day  14  below  0 
25  Mr.  Braman 
Feb.  1,  Mr  Braman 
8,  Mr  Braman 
15  Mr.  MicLoud 
22  Mr.  Clark  preached 
Mar.  8 Mr.  Braman 

15  Mr.  Williams  preached,  missionary  to  Turkey,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Braman  preached  P.  M. 

22!  Mr.  Chappin  preached 
28  Mr.  Braman 


Pews  Rented  to  Individuals 
First  Religious  Society,  Danvers 
From  record  book  of  Sylvanus  B.  Swan,  Treasurer 

1869  Dec.  1.  Mr.  D.  M.  Gilford  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  1 

for  one  year  $3.00 

1867  June  1.  Kimball  Hutchinson  two  seats  in  Pew  No. 

13  for  one  year  4.00 

1867  Dec.  1.  Henry  Prentiss  Pew  No.  75  for  one  year  13.60 

1866  Aug.  1.  Mr.  French  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  1 for  one 

year  3.00 

1867  June  1.  Mr.  S.  Cross  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  71  for 

one  year  3.36 

1866  Aug.  1.  Mrs.  Robert  Peabody  one  seat  in  Pew 

No.  18  for  one  year  2.38 

1866  Dec.  1.  Mrs.  J.  Porter  half  of  Pew  No.  18  for  one 

year  5.95 

1867  Nov.  11.  Mrs.  Rollins  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  we 

Gal.  for  one  year  1.20 

1867  May  1.  Miss  Margarette  Hynes  onei  Seat  in  Pew 

No.  23  Gal.  for  one  year  1.20 

1866  Sept.  1.  Mr.  Randlett  Pew  No.  61  for  the  tax  17.85 

1867  Jan.  1.  Mr.  A.  Upton  three  seats  in  Pew  No.  52 

for  one  year  6.12 

1867  Mar.  15,  Mr.  Hugh  McCrone  half  of  Pew  No.  45  3.83 

1867  Apr.  1.  Mrs.  Albert  Blake  Pew  No.  76  for  one 

year  13.60 

1867  May  1 Mr.  J.  Hutton  to  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  1 3.00 
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1867  June  1.  Mr.  J.  Putney  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  51 

for  one  year  1.80 

1866  Oct.  16.  Mr.  McCleary  half  of  Pew  No.  19  Gal. 

for  one  year  4.00 

1867  May  1.  Mr.  0.  Hayward  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  8 

Gal.  for  one  year  1.80 

1867  May  15.  Mrs.  Sutherland  half  of  Pew  No.  44  for 

one  year  3.38 

1867!  June  1.  Mrs.  J.  Towne  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  30 

for  one  year  6.00 

1866  Nov.  1.  Mr.  Robert  Richmond  four  seats  in  Pew 

No.  42  for  one  year  8.00 

1866  Oct.  1.  Mrs.  Anderson  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  42  for 

one  year  2.00 

1866  Nov.  20.  Mr.  Glover  four  seats  in  Pew  No.  53  for 

one  year  8.80 

1867  Jan.  1.  Mrs.  Russell  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  14  for 

one  year  1.87 

1867  Jan.  1.  Mr.  Cheever  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  14  for 

one  year  1.87 

1867  Feb.  1.  Mr.  D.  White  Pew  No.  72  for  one  year 

for  the  tax  7.14 

1867  June  1.  Mr.  C.  I.  Shepard  two  seats  in  Pew  No. 

6 Gal,  for  one  year  3.00 

1867  Jan.  11.  Mr.  Jesse  Peabody  two  seats  in  Pew  No. 

63  for  one  year  7.14 

1866  June  1.  Mr.  McGregore  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  8 

for  one  year  (did  not  occupy) 

1867  Mar.  1.  Mr.  E.  Gilford  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  63 

for  one  year  7.14 

1866  Dec.  1 Mrs.  Pettingill  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  63 

for  one  year  3.00 

1867  Jan.  17.  Mr.  Donovan  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  8 Gal. 

for  one  year  3.00 

1866  Aug.  19  Mr.  Richard  Fuller  two  seats  in  Pew  No. 

51  for  one  year  3.06 

1866  Adg.  1.  Mr.  J.  Prentiss  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  27 

for  one  year  4.80 

1866  Mar.  1.  Miss  Goss  Pew  No.  20  Gal.  for  one  year  816 

1867  May  1.  Mr.  A.  Gardner  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  45 

for  one  year  3.00 

June  1.  Miss  Stoddard  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  9 

Gal.  for  one  year  3.00 
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1867  June  1.  Mr.  Sam1  Harris  two  seats  in  Pew  No. 

54  for  one  year  5.00 

June  24  Miss  Morrison  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  14 

for  one  year  3.75 

July  1 Mrs.  Wyman  half  of  Pew  No.  20  Gal.  for 

one  year  4.08 

1868  Apr.  1 Pew  No.  63  to  E Mudge  & Co.  for  one 

year  for  tax 

May  30  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  27  for  one  year  to 

Wilson  George  4.80 

31  Three  seats  in  Pew  No.  52  for  one  year 
to  Mr.  Putney  7.20 

July  1.  Three  seats  in  Pew  No.  27  for  one  year 

to  Miss  Colcord  at  $4.80  per  seat  14.40 

July  16  One  seat  in  Gal.  Pew  No.  22  for  one  year 

to  J.  M.  Allen  1.64 

1869  Jan.  1.  2 seats  in  Pew  No.  70  for  one  year  to 

Mr.  Benvie  3.00 

1868  June  1.  Two  seats  in  Pew  No.  19  for  one  year 

to  Miss  Rebecca  Priest  for  8.00 

3869  Jan.  1.  One  seat  in  Pew  No.  4 for  one  year  to  Mr. 

Foss  4.80 

Miss  Goodale  No.  19 

July  25  Two  seats  to  Mr.  John  Kelly  in  Pew  No. 

22  for  one  year  10.00 

Dec.  19  Two  seats  in  Pew  No.  21  for  one  year  to 

Wm.  H.  Preston  10.00 

1870  Jan.  18  Mrs.  J.  Towne  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  23 

for  one  year  10.00 

Jan.  23  Two  seats  in  Pew  No.  43  to  Mr.  Abbott 

for  one  year  4.80 

Feb.  1 Two  seats  in  Pew  No.  76  for  one  year  to 

Mrs.  Ellen  Brown  6.40 

Feb.  1 Three  seats  in  Pew  No.  19  to  Amos  Prince 

for  one  year  12.00 


Pews  rented  in  Jan.  1870 
D.  M.  Gilford  one  seat  Pew  No.  1 
Kimball  Hutchinson  two  seats  Pew  No.  43 
Henry  Prentiss  Pew  No.  75 
S.  Cross  two  seats  in  Pew  No.  71 
Mrs.  Robert  Peabody  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  18 
Mrs.  J.  Porter  half  of  Pew  No.  18 
Mr.  Randlett  Pew  No.  61 
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J.  B.  Putney  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  51 
Robert  Richmond  three  seats  Pew  No.  42 
Mrs.  Anderson  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  42 
Daniel  Glover  four  seats  Pew  No.  53 
Daniel  White  Pew  No.  72 
Mr.  Denovan  two  seats  Gal.  Pew  No.  8 
Joshua  Prentiss  one  seat  Pew  No.  27 
Mr.  Gardner  two  seats  Pew  No.  45 
E.  Mudge  & Co.  Pew  No.  63 
Mr.  Benvie  two  seats  Pew  No.  70 
Miss  Priest  two  seats  Pew  No.  19 
Wm.  H.  Prentiss  two  seats  Pew  No.  21 
Mrs.  J.  Towne  two  seats  Pew  No.  23 
Mr.  Abbott  two  seats  Pew  No.  43 
Mrs.  Ellen  Brown  two  seats  Pew  No.  76 
Mrs.  A.  Prince  two  seats  Pew  No.  19 
Miss  Hannah  Parker  one  seat  Pew  No.  2 
J F.  Peabody  two  seats  Pew  No.  2 
Mr.  G.  Woods'  Pew  No.  22 
J.  A.  Hook  two  seats  Pew  No.  54 
J.  M.  Allen  three  seats  Pew  No.  54 
Mrs.  Smith  one  seat  in  Pew  No.  42 


Taxes  due  and  paid  1869  (Rent  of  Pews) 


Mrs.  E.  Pope 

$10.20 

Miss  H.  Hutchinson 

5.60 

Mr.  Reuben  Wilkins 

8.50 

Mrs.  Davis 

9.77 

Mr,  J.  F.  Peabody 

17.00 

Mrs.Pope 

10.20 

Miss  H,  Hutchinson 

13.60 

Mr.  R.  Wilkins 

8.50 

Mr.  A.  Prince 

7.22 

Mr.  D.  Dwinnell 

19.00 

Mr.  H.  Perry 

20.00 

Mrs.  H.  Peabody 

14.00 

Mrs.  Demsey 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Davis 

9.77 

Mrs.  Hannah  Peabody 

15.00 

F.  A.  Wilkins 

4.25 

Heirs  of  A.  Hutchinson 

13.60 

APPRENTICESHIP 


THIS  INDENTURE  WITNESSETH,  THAT 
We  whose  names  under  written  Overseers  of  ye  Poor  for  the 
Town  of  Danvers  in  the  County  of  Essex  & State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  in  New  England  with  ye  consent  of  george 
Southurck  the  3rd,  being  one  of  the  poor  children  of  sd  Town 
Hath  put  himself  and  by  these  Presents  doth  voluntarily  and 
of  his  own  free  Will  and  Accord,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
sd  overseers  Doth  put  and  bind  himself  Apprentice  to  Amos 
King  of  ye  same  Town  and  County  above  sd  husbandmen  to 
learn  the  Art,  Trade  or  Mystery  of  a Cooper  if  he  be  capable 
to  learn  after  the  Manner  of  an  apprentice  to  serve  from  the 
Date  hereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  fourteen  years  & 
about  20  days  to  be  compleat  and  ended ; During  all  which 
term  the  said  apprentice  his  said  Master  faithfully  shall  serve, 
his  secrets  keep,  his  lawful  commands  gladly  everywhere  obey, 
he  shall  do  no  Damage  to  his  said  Master  nor  see  it  to  be  done 
of  others,  without  letting  or  giving  notice  thereof  to  his  said 
Master,  he  shall  not  waste  his  said  Master’s  goods,  nor  lend 
them  unlawfully  to  any ; he  shall  not  commit  Fornication,  nor 
contract  Matrimony  within  the  said  term:  At  Cards,  Dice  or 
any  unlawful  game  he  shall  not  play,  whereby  his  said  Master 
may  have  Damage  with  his  own  goods  or  the  goods  of  others : 
he  shall  not  absent  himself  by  Day  or  Night  from  his  said  Mas- 
ter’s Service  without  his  Leave:  nor  haunt  Alehouses,  Taverns 
or  Playhouses,  but  in  all  Things  behave  himself  as  a faithful 
Apprentice  ought  to  do  towards  his  said  Master  during  the 
said  Term. 

And  the  said  Amos  King  doth  hereby  covenant  and  promise 
to  teach  and  instruct,  or  cause  the  said  Apprentice  to  be 
taught  and  instructed  in  the  Art,  Trade  or  Calling  of  a cooper 
by  the  best  Ways  or  Means  that  May  or  can  (if  the  said 
Apprentice  be  capable  to  learn)  finding  unto  the  said  appren- 
tice suitable  Apperriel,  Diate,  washing  & Lodging  in  sickness 
and  in  health  & Physick  if  need  be,  Also  Learn  said  Boy  to 
Read,  write  and  Sypher  as  far  as  the  Rule  of  three  if  he  be 
capable  to  Learn  during  the  said  Term : And  at  the  Expiration 
thereof  to  give  unto  the  said  Apprentice  two  suites  of  Apperriel 
one  for  Lords  Days  and  the  other  for  Working  Days  suitable 
for  such  apprentice 


(75) 


76 


APPRENTICESHIP 


In  Testimony  whereof  the  Parties  to  these  Presents  have 
hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  Hands  and  Seals  the  Twen- 
ty sixth  Day  of  May  Annoque  Domini  One  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Eighty 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered 
in  the  Presence  of 

Ezra  Trask  (signatures  torn  off)  * 

Archelaus  Hayward 

Essex  ss.  June  ye  5th  1780  We  consent  to  above  written  In- 
dentures 

Atnos  Putnam 
Justice  of  the  peace 


Original — Danvers  Hist.  Society 


*The  overseers  of  the  Poor  elected  at  Town  Meeting  in 
March  1780  were  Deacons  Edmond  Putnam,  Nathan  Procter 
and  Asa  Putnam. 


GROCERY  BILL,  1827 
Danvers  January  2;5th  1827 

Capt.  Thomas  Perkins  Bo4  of  J.  Warren 

.75 
1.08 
.36 
.50 
.20 
.20 


7 lb  Brown  Sugar 
7 lb  white  do 
1 Gall  N.  Rum 
Bread 

1 Bottle  Blacking 
Ginger  Bread 


Recd  Pay* 


3.09 


F Silvester 
for  Jonas  Warren 

— Danvers  Historical  Society 


SERVING  OF  A WARRANT,  1749-50 

Middlesex  ss.  To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Marl- 
borough to  to  any  of  ye  Constables  in  said  County  of  Middx 
Greeting  In  his  Majesty’s  name  you  are  hereby  Commanded 
to  carry  Richard  Hutchinson  named  in  the  annexed  Warrant 
from  Worcester  County  and  carry  him  from  Constable  to  Con- 
stable so  that  he  may  be  Conveyed  to  Salem  Village  in  the 
County  of  Essex  his  last  place  of  Legal  Residence  hereof  fail 
not  as  each  or  any  of  you  will  answer  your  neglect  at  your 
Peril  Dated  at  Marlborough  this  27  Day  of  Deeembr  in  the 
23d  year  of  his  Majesty’s  Reign  Anno  Domini  1749 

Samuel  Brigham 

Just  of  ye  Peace 

Marlborough  December  the  28,  1749 

In  obedience  to  the  within  Warrant  I have  carried  the  within 
named  Richard  Hutchinson  from  Marlborough  and  Delivered 
him  at  Samuel  Wood  Constable  for  Sudbury 
By  me  John  Straten 

Constable  for  Marlborough 

Sudbury  December  the  29,  1749 

In  obedience  to  the  within  warrant  I have  carried  the  within 
named  Richard  Hutchinson  from  Sudbury  and  Delivered  him 
at  Mr.  William  Whitneys  one  of  the  constables  of  Weston 
By  me  Sam11  Wood  Constable 

Weston  December  the  30th  1749  In  obedience  to  the  within 
warrant  I have  Carried  the  within  named  Richard  Hutchinson 
from  Weston  and  Delivered  him  at  Mr.  John  Viles  the  con- 
stable for  Waltham 

per  me  William  Whitney  Constable 

Waltham  Decbr  ye  30th  1749  in  obedience  of  the  within  war- 
rant I have  carried  ye  within  named  Richard  Hutchinson 
from  Waltham  and  Delivered  him  to  Mr.  Thaddeus  Bowman 
constable  for  Lexington. 

per  me  John  Viles  Constable 

Lexington  January  ye  1,  1749  in  obedience  to  ye  above  written 
warrant  I have  carried  ye  above  named  Richard  Hutchinson 
from  Lexington  and  delivered  him  at  Nehemiah  Cutters  one 
of  the  Constables  for  Cambridge 

per  me  Thaddeus  Bowman  Constable  for  Lexington 

(77) 


78 


SERVING  OF  A WARRANT 


Cambridge  Jan  1,  1749 

In  obedience  to  ye  above  warrant  I have  carried  ye  above 
named  Richard  Hutchinson  and  delivered  him  to  John  Deg- 
rushe  Constable  of  Charlestown 

per  Nehea  Cutter  Constable 

In  obedience  to  this  warrant  I have  delrd  the  within  Richard 
Hutchinson  to  Nathan  Newhall  Constable  of  Malden 
Charlestown  Jany  ye  3d  1749 

per  John  Degrushe  Constable 

Malden  Jany  4th  1749/50 

In  obedience  to  this  warrante  I have  Cared  and  Delivered  to 
Jonathan  Hawkes  Constable  of  Lynn  the  within  named  Rich- 
ard Hutchinson 

Per  Nathan  Newhall  Constable  of  Malden 

— Danvers  Historical  Society 


v BILL  FOR  LAWYER’S  SERVICES 
Mr.  Job  Hutchinson  to  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Dr. 

1822  June  Term  To  attendence  & advice  case  of  Swin- 

nerton  against  you  $5.00 

1825  To  advice  concerning  rights  of  way  5.00 

To  attendance  in  actions  of  Flint  & Tapley 
against  you  at  Sept.  & Dec.  T.  1826  14.00 

To  do.  at  March  & June  Terms  1827  8.00 

To  going  to  Danvers  to  view  the  place,  etc.  5.00 
To  attendance  etc  before  Referees  12.00 

1830  June  T.  To  attendance,  advice  & retainer  to  the 

petitions  of  Goodale  & Hook  for  partition  10.00 
Sept.  8 To  attending  taking  depositions  of  Elizar 

beth  Mudge  & Ezra  Tapley  4.25 

Sept.  T C.  C.  Pleas  To  attendance  to  same  case 

& cash  paid  Clerk  4.55 

Nov.  T.  S.  J.  Court  To  attendance  & trial  of 

the  same  cases  10.00 

Dec.  T C.C.  Please  To  attendance  to  Hook’s 

petition  3.00 

Errors  excepted 

Leverett  Saltonstall 

— Danvers  Historical  Society 


DANVERS  PEOPLE  AND  THEIR  HOMES 


By  Rev.  Alfred  P.  Putnam,  D.  D. 


( continued  from  Vol.  30,  p.  29) 


To  return  to  the  earlier  history  of  the  North  Danvers  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  the  record  from  which  I have  gathered  mater- 
ials is  a book  that  was  kept  by  several  successive  Secretaries. 
It  continues  for  several  years  to  give  us  accounts  of  the  local 
meetings  of  the  organization ; officers  who  were  elected ; com- 
mittees that  were  appointed ; delegates  that  were  chosen  to 
County  and  State  Conventions;  discussions  that  took  place; 
resolutions  that  were  adopted,  rejected  or  otherwise  disposed 
of ; and  occasional  lectures  delivered  by  well  known  represen- 
tatives of  the  Abolition  platform.  A hurried  glance  through 
this  remaining  portion  of  the  book  must  be  taken  before  we 
pass  in  review  certain  other  transactions  which  occurred  sub- 
sequently, or  which,  if  they  occurred  previously,  the  Secretar- 
ies made  little  or  no  note  of. 

At  a meeting  held  “at  the  School  House, ” Sept.  24,  1839, 
Hathorne  Porter  offered  some  excellent  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted,  declaring  it  criminal  in  any  one  not  to  inform 
himself  as  much  as  possible  in  regard  to  the  facts  of  the  slave 
system  and  not  to  raise  his  voice  against  the  evil  and  demand 
its  immediate  abolition. 

The  following  were  passed  at  another  meeting  held  on  the 
30th,  and  may  be  regarded  as  somewhat  more  pointed.  In- 
deed, while  the  first  two  were  adopted  by  a unanimous  vote, 
the  third,  says  the  record,  “was  adopted  with  a shade  of 
opposition,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  a local  or  personal  bear- 
ing and  not  from  the  sentiments  therein  contained.  ’ ’ 

“Resolved,  that  it  is  the  solemn  and  imperative  duty  of 
every  professed  minister  of  the  gospel  to  bear  faithful  testi- 
mony against  the  sin  of  slavery,  and  we  cannot  recognize  those 
who  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  this  duty  as  ministers  of 
Him  who  came  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives  and  the 
opening  of  the  prisons  to  them  that  are  bound/  * 

“Resolved,  that  it  is  as  inconsistent  to  support  pro-slavery 
ministers  as  it  is  to  vote  for  pro-slavery  law-makers.” 

“Resolved,  that  he  who  professes  to  be  a minister  of  Him 
who  came  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  prisons  to  them  that  are  bound,  and  at  the  same 
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time  declares  lie  is  not  consecrated  to  preach  against  the 
horrid  sin  of  slavery,  but  spends  the  Sabbath  in  declaiming 
against  and  misrepresenting  Abolitionists,  gives  the  lie  to  his 
profession  and  proves  himself  a traitor  to  the  Master  he  pro- 
fesses to  serve.  ’ ’ 

These  proceedings  show  that  Abolitionists  of  our  town  were 
after  the  ministers  with  a sharp  stick.  The  poor  parsons,  how- 
ever, were  seeing  only  the  beginning  of  their  woes. 

It  would  seem  that  men  of  the  old  parties  who  aspired  to 
political  favor  were  accustomed  to  profess  very  strong  anti- 
slavery principals  so  as  to  secure  the  support  of  the  Aboli- 
tionists. The  latter  therefore  voted,  Oct.  9th,  that  they 
would  do  all  they  could  to  secure  the  election  to  office  of  such 
only  as  were  uncompromising  friends  of  the  slave  and  could 
be  safely  trusted  “when  called  upon  to  act.” 

On  the  29th  of  October  arrangements  began  to  be  made  for 
a Convention  soon  to  be  held  at  the  New  Mills,  probably  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Essex  County  Society.  A committee  were 
appointed  to  retire  and  consult  and  then  report  concerning  the 
matter.  By  and  by  another  committee  were  sent  out  to  bid 
the  other  committee  to  be  “expeditious/’  James  M.  Usher, 
who  appears  to  have  been  active  with  our  friends  at  this  time, 
moved  that  “provisions  of  a cheap  and  frugal  kind”  be  sup- 
plied at  Black’s  Hall,  delegates  to  be  “invited  to  partake  and 
pay  twenty-five  cents  if  they  please”,  and  “ladies  to  be  ad- 
mitted free.”  I shall  try  and  get  further  information  about 
the  Convention  from  some  other  source. 

Here  is  a resolution  adopted  unanimously  which  evidently 
contemplated  “the  carrying  of  the  war  into  Africa,”  or 
Africa  into  the  churches : 

“Resolved,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Christian  Abolitionists 
to  use  their  influence  to  obtain  the  passage  of  resolutions,  con- 
demning slavery  as  sin,  through  the  ecclesiastical  bodies  of 
their  denominations  during  the  meetings  of  such  bodies.” 

At  a meeting  held  on  the  28th  of  November,  Thanksgiving 
Day,  it  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Endicott,  to  change  the 
name  of  the  society  from  the  “North  Danvers  Anti-Slavery 
Society,”  to  the  “Danvers  New  Mills  Society,”  probably  to 
indicate  more  particularly  the  special  locality  in  which  the  or- 
ganization had  its  greatest  number  of  members  and  its  most 
active  operations  and  influence. 

The  above  meeting  was  held  in  the  afternoon  and  there  was 
an  adjournment  to  six  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  on  mo- 
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tion  of  Henry  A.  Potter,  “one  of  the  youngest  members  of  the 
society,  ’ * it  was 

“Resolved,  that  all  persons  who  patronize  religious,  politi- 
cal or  literary  periodicals  which  give  their  influence  for,  or 
are  silent  on,  the  sin  of  slavery,  do  indirectly  lend  their  in- 
fluence in  favor  of  slavery.  ” 

The  Secretary  says  of  this  resolution,  that  it  caused  per- 
haps more  excitement  than  any  other  that  had  been  offered, 
“it  being  so  nicely  calculated  to  try  the  peculiar  feelings  and 
affect  the  prejudices  of  the  politicians,  the  sectarian  and  the 
literary  amateur ! 1 9 

It  appears  that  at  about  this  period  in  the  history  of  the 
society  there  began  to  be  withdrawals  on  the  part  of  members, 
some  of  whom  doubtless  proposed  to  join  the  new  rising  Liber- 
ty Party,  and  all  of  whom,  perhaps,  disapproved  of  the  ex- 
tremely radical  nature  of  the  organization.  Thus  leave  to 
withdraw  was  granted,  Dec.  9th,  to  B.  Potter  and  five  others 
(one  of  whom  was  not  a member  at  all),  who  had  signed  a 
protest  against  the  society. 

On  the  30th  of  December  it  was 

“Resolved,  that  we  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  William 
Lloyd  Garrison,  and  that  we  believe  that  God  has  truly  raised 
him  up  as  an  instrument  in  Has  hands  to  be  a deliverer  to  the 
slaves,  as  He  did  Moses  to  deliver  the  Israelites  from  Egyp- 
tian bondage.” 

Mr.  Garrison  had  been  engaged  in  this  work  but  a few 
short  years  when  this  resolution  was  adopted.  The  general 
voice  of  the  public  was  that  he  was  a mischievous  fanatic  and 
madman.  We  see  now  at  length,  after  four  decades,  how 
much  better  he  and  the  ways  of  Providence  were  understood 
by  these  Danvers  leather-dressers  and  mechanics  than  by  con- 
temporaneous priests,  and  politicians,  and  most  of  the  prom- 
inent privileged  ones  of  Church  and  State. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  society  took  place,  Jan- 
uary 6,  1840.  John  Hood  was  chosen  President;  James  D. 
Black  and  John  Cutler,  Vice-Presidents;  Hathorn  Porter, 
Secretary;  William  Endicott,  Treasurer,  Hercules  Josselyn, 
A.  P.  Black  and  James  P.  Mclntire,  Councillors. 

February  11th  1840,  Alfred  R.  Porter  was  chosen  Librar- 
ian, the  first  item  we  meet  that  points  to  any  distinctly  liter- 
ary character  of  the  organization.  April  18th,  Hathorn 
Porter  resigns  the  Secretaryship  and  Mr.  Harriman  is  elected 
to  the  office  in  his  stead,  the  former  intending  to  remove  to 
Randolph,  Vt. 
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On  the  same  day  the  society  deprecated  in  a formal  and  ear- 
nest way  the  formation  of  a Third  Political  Party  as  ‘ ‘ Impol- 
itic and  inexpedient,  ’ ’ and  ‘ ‘ as  an  innovation  upon  our  estab- 
lished course  of  action!”  May  7th,  several  strong  resolu- 
tions were  passed  in  anticipation  of  important  action  to  be 
taken  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
to  be  held  at  New  York  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month ; and  all 
who  could  go  were  urged  to  attend  and  do  what  they  might  to 
“ sustain  old-fashioned  Garrison  Abolitionism.” 

Our  record  book  does  not  tell  us  who  went  from  Danvers, 
but  we  hope  yet  to  learn,  for,  whoever  they  were,  they  took 
part  in  proceedings  that  were  historic  and  that  came  to  be 
memorable.  For  then  and  there  it  was  that  the  great  split 
took  place  in  the  old  American  Anti-Slavery  Society.  The 
convention  voted  to  admit  women  as  well  as  men  to  its  meet- 
ings, disapproved  of  anti-slavery  nominations  and  did  var- 
ious other  things  which  greatly  pleased  the  old  line  Abolition- 
ists who  were  under  Mr.  Garrison ’s  lead. 

The  Danvers  friends  met  at  the  School  House  on  the  25th 
of  May  and  passed  the  following  resolution,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Endicott: 

“ Resolved,  that  this  Society,  while  it  would  express  no 
opinion  upon  the  abstract  question  of  Women’s  Rights,  yet 
views  the  recent  test  vote  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety as  a glorious  victory  of  pure  Abolitionism  over  the  com- 
bined powers  of  prudent  Abolitionism,  narrow-minded  Sectar- 
ianism, and  Clerical  dictation.  ’ ’ 

On  the  4th  of  August,  a discussion  took  place  between  Peter 
Waitt  and  John  Hood  on  the  question,  “Ought  the  Christian 
Church  of  America  to  do  anything  towards  sending  the 
Gospel  to  the  Heathen  in  foreign  lands  before  using  all  their 
influence  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  country.” 

The  great  presidential  campaign  of  1840  was  in  progress, 
and  at  many  of  the  meetings  of  the  society  the  various  politi- 
cal parties,  and  their  candidates,  were  severely  treated  by  the 
speakers  in  stirring  addresses  and  vigorous  resolutions.  The 
merits  of  James  G.  Birney  and  his  third  party  were  on  var- 
ious occasions  the  subject  of  a highly  animated  discussion. 
Oct.  20th,  it  was,  under  the  lead  of  William  Endicott : 
“Resolved,  that  James  G.  Birney,  from  the  fact  of  his  be- 
ing identified  with  the  Third  Party  New  Organization  Hum- 
bug, and  his  laboring  to  destroy  the  other  parties  in  manifest 
violation  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Compact,  and  from  his  attempt 
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to  throw  overboard  old  storm-proof  and  long-tried  Abolition- 
ists, is  unworthy  the  support  of  the  Abolitionists.” 

Dr.  Ebenezer  Hunt,  who  in  the  course  of  the  discussions 
had  been  most  conspicuous  as  an  opponent  of  this  resolution, 
entered  the  following  protest  which  the  society  voted  should 
be  placed  on  record : 

“I  protest  against  the  above  resolution  as  being  false  in 
sentiment  and  indecent  in  language.  EBENEZER  HUNT.” 
The  third  annual  meeting  was  held  Jan.  12,  1841,  and  most 
of  the  officers  were  re-elected  to  their  several  places,  the  only 
change  being  that  William  Endicott  was  now  made  Secretary, 
and  Jesse  P.  Harriman  Treasurer. 

The  next  record  we  call  attention  to,  is  one  of  unusual  in- 
terest to  us,  especially  at  this  time : 

‘ ‘ Sunday,  Feb.  16,  1841,  agreeable  to  the  arrangement  made 
by  the  committee  of  the  society,  our  beloved  brother,  William 
Lloyd  Garrison,  of  Boston,  delivered  an  address  on  slavery  in 
the  Universalist  House  in  this  place.  Mr.  Garrison’s  own 
words  about  this  meeting,  as  contained  in  the  Liberator  of 
Feb.  19th,  may  well  find  a place  in  this  connection : 

‘ ‘ It  was  our  privilege  to  lecture  at  Danvers,  New  Mills,  on 
Sabbath  evening  last,  to  a densely  crowded  audience  in  the 
Universalist  Meeting  House  — a house,  to  the  praise  of  its 
proprietors  be  it  told,  that  has  never  been  shut  against  the  ad- 
vocacy of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  not  even  in  the  troublous 
times  of  mobocracy  in  this  Commonwealth.” 

It  was  pleasant  for  me  to  hear  awhile  ago  from  Mr.  Joseph 
Merrill  that  a certain  one,  who  was  a prominent  member  of 
the  Universalist  Society,  uniformly  favored  the  opening  of  its 
church  edifice  to  these  Abolition  meetings,  although  he  was 
himself  a decided  and  ardent  supporter  of  Henry  Clay,  with- 
out being  a friend  of  slavery.  If,  he  said,  Mr.  Garrison  and 
his  sympathizers  are  in  the  right,  they  certainly  ought  to  be 
heard ; and  if  they  are  in  error,  their  arguments  can  be  con- 
futed and  they  can  do  no  real  harm. 

George  Bradburn,  Esq.,  lectured  to  a crowded  audience  in 
the  Universalist  church  March  28;  Rev.  J.  H.  Avery,  pastor 
of  the  Baptist  Society,  in  his  own  church,  on  Fast  Day,  April 
8th,  at  the  request  of  the  committee  of  the  Abolitionists ; and 
S.  S.  Foster,  agent  of  the  N.  H.  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  the 
Baptist  Meeting  House,  on  Sunday  May  30th.  All  these  lec- 
turers were  listened  to  by  very  large  assemblages  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  Mr.  Endicott,  the  Secretary  writes  enthusiastically 
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of  their  ability  and  of  their  sterling'  anti-slavery  character. 
Mr.  Foster,  at  the  close  of  his  address,  called  upon  any  per- 
son present,  who  desired  to  do  so  to  speak  on  the  other  side, 
whereupon  a lively  discussion  ensued. 

It  would  certainly  seem  that  the  Baptist  and  Universalist 
Societies  were  not  now  altogether  averse  to  opening  their 
church  edifices  to  such  meetings.  Nevertheless,  the  Garri- 
sonians,  June  18,  1841, 

‘ ‘ Resolved,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Baptist  and  Universalist 
Societies  to  open  their  meeting  houses  for  the  sacred  purpose 
of  pleading  the  cause  of  our  brethren  and  sisters  in  bonds  on 
all  proper  occasions,  free  of  expense  to  the  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety as  such.  ” 

At  several  of  the  meetings  held  about  this  time  there  were 
earnest  debates  and  resolutions  about  the  duty  which  devolved 
upon  anti-slavery  Christians  to  withdraw  from,  or  come  out 
of  the  church  to  which  they  belonged.  Richard  Hood  had 
asked  for,  and  had  received  a letter  of  dismission  and  recom- 
mendation from  the  Baptist  Society  at  the  New  Mills,  to  the 
Baptist  Society  at  Wenham.  But  some  one  who  had  voted 
for  such  a letter,  wrote  to  the  Wenham  church  with  the  object 
in  view  to  prevent  his  admission  there,  and  the  communication 
bad  the  effect  its  author  intended  it  should.  Mr.  Hood  and 
several  others  of  the  Abolitionists,  who  belonged  to  the  church 
at  the  New  Mills,  were  excluded  from  their  rightful  privileges 
as  members  and  were  required  to  give  satisfaction.  The  up- 
shot of  it  was,  that  they  withdrew  altogether  from  the  con- 
nection — Messrs.  Richard  and  John  Hood,  J.  P.  Harriman, 
John  Cutler,  William  Endicott,  Ingalls  Mclntire,  and  other 
members  of  their  families.  Joseph  Merrill,  before  or  after- 
ward, withdrew  from  the  Universalist  Church,  as  also  did 
others,  though  in  a less  formal  way,  Hathorne  Porter,  Henry 
A.  Potter,  William  Francis,  J.  S.  Kimball,  &c. 

Richard  Hood,  in  a,  vigorous  letter  to  his  Baptist  brethren, 
which  lies  before  me  as  I write,  and  which  bears  the  date,  July 
3,  1841,  rebukes  them  for  their  unfaithfulness  to  the  slave ; 
quotes  the  words  of  the  Scripture,  “Come  out  from  among 
them  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the 
unclean  thing : and  I will  receive  you ; ’ ’ and  asks  that  his  own 
name  may  be  erased  from  the  church  record. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  Ainti-Slavery  Society,  held  in 
the  Baptist  vestry,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  August  of 
the  same  year,  it  was 
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“Resolved,  that  nothing  should  be  allowed  to  hinder  the 
progress  of  Abolitionists  in  their  work  of  deliverance  to  the 
slave.  If  they  find  themselves*  attached  to  a pro-slavery  poli- 
tical party,  or  a pro-slavery  religious  church,  they  should 
come  out  from  them  immediately , or  we  cannot  consider  them 
in  any  other  light  than  loving  party  and  sect  more  than  they 
love  the  slave.  ” 

It  was  thus  that  our  friends  came  to  bear  what  was  in- 
tended as  an  opprobrious  name,  “ Comeouters.”  Other  more 
indecent  and  insulting  epithets  were  very  commonly  applied 
to  them,  such  as  “hot-headed  fanatics  ”,  “disturbers  of  the 
peace,  ” “ Gab-olitionists,  ” “ Long-heels,  ” “ Amalgamation- 
ists,  ’ 9 the  ‘ ‘ School-house  Gang, ’ 9 &c.  They  were  also  called  the 
11  Seven  Stars/9  probably  from  the  circumtsance  that  seven 
persons  had  been  present  at  one  of  their  meetings. 

Parker  Pillsbury  not  seldom  attended  these  local  meetings 
of  the  society,  participating  in  their  proceedings  and  at  times 
serving  as  their  presiding  officer.  He  had  given  a lecture, 
June  27th,  in  the  Baptist  meeting-house,  and  he  was  in  the 
chair  when,  on  the  26th  of  August,  it  was  again  voted  that 
the  church  wras  a ‘ ‘ stronghold  of  slavery  ’ * and  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  all  Abolitionists  to  come  out  of  it. 

On  the  2nd  of  September  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

“Resolved,  that  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  welcome  home 
our  beloved  brother,  John  Cutler,  who  has  for  nearly  one  year 
past  been  absent  from  us  in  the  State  of  Maine  for  restoration 
of  his  health ; and  we  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  old 
primitive  anti-slavery  has  been  fearlessly  maintained  by  him.  ” 

The  last  entry  in  the  Secretary’s  book,  from  which  we  have 
gleaned  all  the  above  facts  and  items,  consists  of  minutes  of 
the  fourth  annual  meeting,  held  in  the  Baptist  Vestry,  Jan.  5, 
1842.  The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  were,  John 
Hood,  President;  James  D.  Black  and  John  Cutler,  Vice-Pres- 
idents; Alfred  R.  Porter,  Secretary;  J.  P.  Harriman,  Treas- 
urer; and  Hercules  Josselyn,  J.  I.  Mclntire  and  Job  Tyler, 
Councillors.  The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
was  then  read  and  adopted.  A.  R.  Porter,  the  Secretary,  who 
seems  to  have  been  the  bard  of  the  society,  followed  with  a 
poem,  a copy  of  which,  it  was  voted,  should  be  sent  to  the 
Liberator  and  to  the  Herald  of  Freedom. 

All  the  numerous  resolutions  which  I have  presented  above, 
and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Danvers  Anti-Slavery  Society 
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of  which  I have  given  a running  account,  reveal  the  growth 
and  development  of  Garrisonianism  in  the  old  town  and  serve 
to  illustrate  our  local  history.  They  show,  moreover,  the  ex- 
traodinary  influence  which  Mr.  Garrison,  through  his  spoken 
and  written  words,  and  through  his  powerful  personality 
exerted  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  his  followers.  It  was 
his  fiery  and  indomitable  spirit  that  made  so  much  excitement 
in  our  neighborhood,  even  as  it  stirred  numberless  other  scat- 
tered communities  far  and  near,  in  just  the  same  way.  The 
story,  as  it  relates  particularly  to  Danvers,  is  not  by  any  means 
w'holly  told.  There  were  continued  troubles  and  some  very 
memorable  scenes  which  yet  have  to  be  described  which  other 
authorities  than  the  Secretaries  must  help  to  sketch 

— Danvers  Mirror , July  12,  1879 

Among  the  books  in  my  Library  which  I prize  most  are  sev- 
eral that  reveal  the  very  heart  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Movement 
in  all  its  intensely  radical  spirit  and  determined  purpose. 
Such  are  “A  Collection  from  the  newspaper  writings  of 
Nathaniel  Peabody  Rogers,  ’ ’ published  in  Concord,  N.  H.  in 
1847 ; and  “Selections  from  the  writings  and  speeches  of 
William  Lloyd  Garrison/’  published  in  Boston  in  1852.  Who- 
ever would  find  Abolitionism  in  its  original  and  unadulter- 
ated form,  may  discover  it  here. 

N,  P.  Rogers  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  identified 
with  the  cause  in  its  earlier  days.  He  was  a lineal  descendant 
from  John  Rogers,  who  was  burnt  at  the  stake  at  Smithfield 
during  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  and  was  said  to  resemble  in 
personal  appearance  his  immortal  ancestor.  A great-grand- 
son of  the  old  martyr,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Rogers,  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  Ipswich,  Mass,  in  1636,  and  many  distin- 
guished men  in  America  have  been  proud  to  trace  back  to  him 
their  lineage.  One  of  his  sons  was  John,  President  of  Har- 
vard College  in  1682. 

Mr.  Rogers  removed  to  Concord,  N.  H.  and  there  began  his 
famous  career  as  the  Editor  of  the  Herald  of  Freedom , for 
which  as  for  various  other  pap'ers,  he  continued  to  write  until 
near  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Oct.  16,  1846.  He 
was  not  only  a most  prolific  writer,  but  he  was  also  a frequent 
attendant  at  Anti-Slavery  meetings  in  all  parts  of  N ew  Eng- 
land, and  was  willing  to  toil  and  be  poor  if  only  through  his 
labors  and  zeal  the  slave  could  be  the  gainer.  Few  wielded 
such  a pen.  It  ran  likfe  lightning  and  every  line  was  fire.  We 
have  this  much  to  say  of  him  here  for  he  had  great  influence 
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upon  the  minds  of  the  Abolitionists  in  Danvers.  Even 
Garrison,  at  one  time,  had  scarcely  more. 

Rogers  and  Garrison  had  their  points  of  difference  in  mat- 
ters of  opinion  and  policy.  Our  friends  at  the  New  Mills  sided 
with  the  former  rather  than  with  the  latter  and  favored  the 
Herald  rather  than  the  Liberator  with  their  correspondence 
and  comunications.  I have  files  of  the  Herald  before  me  as 
I write,  and  they  abound  in  letters  from  William  Endicott, 
James  D.  Black,  Richard  and  John  Hood,  J.  P.  Harriman, 
David  Mead,  Jr.,  and  others,  as  well  as  in  reports  of  meetings 
in  Danvers  and  other  parts  of  Essex  County,  and  editorials 
in  relations  to  occurrences  and  transactions  which  we  are 
passing  in  review. 

These  men  whom  we  have  just  named,  were  far  from  being 
accustomed  to  literary  employments,  yet  writing  as  they  did 
out  of  their  very  hearts  and  with  a familiar  acquaintance  with 
the  general  subject  under  controversy  they  wrote  extremely 
well  and  richly  merited  the  high  compliment  paid  them  and 
their  Danvers  associates  by  Rogers  in  his  Herald  of  July  1, 
1842. 

‘ ‘ The  people  of  New  Mills, 9 9 — such  was  his  testimony,  — 
are  mostly  working  people,  and  therefore  favorable  material 
for  the  abolition  movement..  They  embrace  it  readily — and  it 
has  done  everything1  for  them,  in  the  way  of  mental  improve- 
ment and  moral  strength.  Young  men  bred  to  labor  and 
unbred  to  book  learning — have  risen  up  by  intimacy  with  the 
anti-slavery  enterprise,  to  an  astonishing  degree  of  mental 
power  and  eloquence.  This  enterprise  is  the  school  for  the 
young,  and  indeed  for  the  old,  and  for  all.  It  enlists  the 
heart,  and  supplies  the  place  of  genius.  It  makes  people  ear- 
nest. It  gives  them  something  worth  living  for.” 

The  files  of  the  Herald  which  I have  at  hand,  begin  a few 
months  previous  to  the  time  at  which  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Danvers  New  Mills  Anti-Slavery  closed  the  Record  I have 
thus  far  made  so  much  use  of.  Towards  the  end  of  my  last 
letter,  I referred  to  some  meetings  at  Danvers  which  Parker 
Pillsbury  had  been  present  as  a lecturer  and  disputant.  S.  S. 
Foster,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  made  a visit  to  the  town 
shortly  before.  The  advent  of  these  two  redoubtable  cham- 
pions of  Abolitionism  stirred  up  a mighty  commotion  among 
the  people,  but  especially  in  the  Baptist  and  Universalist 
churches.  This  was  in  May  and  June  of  1841,  the  excitement 
continuing  on  through  the  weeks  and  months  that  followed. 
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Rev.  J.  A.  Avery  and  Rev.  Asher  A.  Davis  were  the  minis- 
ters of  the  two  churches  above  named,  respectively.  'These 
clergymen  had  taken  part  in  the  discussions  at  the  meetings 
I have  alluded  to,  and  very  soon  after  preached  to  their  own 
congregations  on  the  great  subject  of  the  hour.  Very  natur- 
ally they  took  some  offense  at  the  violent  onslaught  which  the 
lecturers  had  made  against  the  organized  religion  of  the  land 
and  against  the  ecclesiastical  relations  which  still  kept  anti- 
slavery and  pro-slavery  professors  of  Christianity  in  harmoni- 
ous fellowship  with  each  other.  They  knew  not  how  to  break 
their  connection  with  brethren  and  with  churches  they  were 
bound  to  by  so  many  strong  ties  of  the  past,  and  they  could 
not  brook  the  extreme  views,  the  imperious  demands  and  the 
terrible  rebukes  of  Mr.  Pillsbury.  In  the  Heralds  of  July 
9th  and  23d  (1841),  Mr.  Pillsbury  denounces  them  and  their 
churches  as  false  and  recreant  to  the  cause  of  the  slave, 

Mr.  Davis  appears,  also  in  the  Herald  of  June  23d,  in  a 
letter  which  claims  that  he  and  his  flock  were  more  anti-slav- 
ery in  their  principals  and  sympathies  than  any  other  relig- 
ious society,  asserts  that  his  only  real  offense  had  been  that  he 
had  opposed  his  accuser  ’s  views  in  regard  to  church  action 
and  Christian  fellowship,  and  charges  that  Mr.  Pillsbury ’s 
remarks  concerning  religious  matters  had  been  c ‘ exactly  suited 
to  the  appetite  of  scoffers.  ’ ’ 

Pillsbury,  in  another  communication,  keeps  up  the  fire 
against  his  critics,  and,  in  the  Herald  of  August  6th,  there  are 
three  letters  from  the  New  Mills,  by  James  D.  Black,  Richard 

Hood  and  H , all  in  vigorous  aid  of  the  warfare  upon 

Davis,  Avery,  and  their  friends. 

Writes  Mr.  Black,  “Come  out  from  your  pro-slavery  poli- 
tical parties  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  says  Brother 
Davis.  Come  out  of  your  pro-slavery  churches,  says  the  man 
who  is  willing  to  be  consistent,  before  you  expect  politicians 
to  be  more  pure  than  those  who  have  taken  upon  themselves 
the  office  of  the  ministry.  ’ ’ And  in  the  course  of  his  letter  he 
says,  Mr.  Avery’s  Abolition  is  the  current  coin  here  just  now, 
and  I cannot  believe  the  people  in  this  village  are  up  to  the 
mark.  He  has  figured  somewhat  largely  in  the  cause  in  times 
past  — to  the  sorrow  of  true  Abolitionists  — having  betrayed 
the  cause  so  far  as  he  was  able,  in  true  Arnold  style,  into  the 
hands  of  its  enemies.” 

H writes  in  a spirited  way,  saying  that  Foster’s  lecture 

had  waked  up  the  people  and  prepared  them  to  hear  Pillsbury, 
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and  that  the  latter  has  “shaken  the  pro-slavery  churches, 
especially  the  Baptist  Church,  to  its  very  centre.  ” And  he 
adds, 1 1 Three  of  its  members  have  left  the  so-called  Church  of 
Christ : and  the  ministers  of  Christ  have  been  busy  to  redeem 
their  character;  and  we  have  given  them  no  quarter  and  we 
never  shall,  so  long  as  they  are  ministers  of  the  Devil.  ’ ’ The 
writer  declares  that  they  are  ministers  of  the  Devil  because 
they  have  sought  to  cripple  Brother  Pillsbury’s  influence. 
“Truly  they  are  wolves  in  sheep’s  clothing.  They  are  blind 
leaders.  ’ ’ 

John  Hood  writes  in  the  Herald  of  August  20th,  “The  most 
of  us  who  take  the  Herald  read  the  Liberator,  but  the  opinion 
seems  to  gain  that  the  Herald  will  supplant  the  Liberator.  We 
hope  Brother  Garrison  will  let  nothing  go  ahead  of  him,  but 
that  he  will  bestir  himself  with  greater  energy  (!)  in  advo- 
cating the  idea  of  cutting  loose  from  slavery  in  a religious 
point  of  view.  What!  Shall  Christians  support  slavery? 
Shall  they  support  a pro-slavery  organization  called  a church  ? 
Shall  they  support  a class  of  men  like  unto  Avery  and  Davis 
and  Braman,  ‘of  Fast  Day  notoriety/  or  a host  of  others  who 
pretend  to  be  the  ambassadors  of  Christ,  while  they  regard 
not  Christ  in  the  person  of  the  slave?” 

In  the  Herald  of  August  20th  is  published  a letter  from 
Pillsbury  to  Foster  in  which  the  former  says,  “You  have 
doubtless  seen  by  the  Herald  and  Liberator  that  Danvers  is 
in  a healthy  agitation,  which  argues  well  for  her  future  char- 
acter. I need  not  tell  you  after  all  you  have  seen,  that  we  had 
a most  thrilling  meeting  in  that  place.  I saw  some  tracks  you 
made,  when  you  passed  through  some  months  before.  ’ ’ 

All  this  excitement  was  but  the  pressage  of  a coming  storm. 
Of  the  interruptions  and  rows  whereby  worshiping  assemblies 
were  broken  up  by  the  Abolitionists  on  Sabbath  days,  and  of 
the  arrest,  prosecution  and  imprisonment  of  some  of  our 
worthy  townsmen  and  some  of  the  prominent  anti-slavery 
orators  who  had  visited  the  place  and  created  these  distur- 
bances, I must  write  later.  * 

— Danvers  Mirror , July  19,  1879 

Perhaps  it  was  to  be  expected  that  in  a great  conflict  with 
slavery  there  would  be  a certain  class  of  “reformers”  who 
would  outstrip  all  others  in  their  radical  proclivities  and  to 
the  wildest  extremes.  It  is  so  in  every  such  mighty  move- 

* Danvers  Hiist.  Coll.,  Vol.  24,  p.  29. 
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ment,  especially  if  it  be  confronted  by  the  combined  hostility 
of  Church,  State  and  Society.  The  Herald  of  Freedom  had 
much  to  say  about  Maria  French  to  whom  I alluded  in  one  of 
the  earliest  of  my  anti-slavery  letters. 

In  the  Herald  of  Jan.  6,  1843,  Miss  French  has  a letter 
telling  us  how  she  had  occasion  to  spend  a few  weeks  at  the 
New  Mills  and  4 4 attended  for  three  successive  Sunday  morn- 
ings the  worship  of  the  Baptist  Synagogue  in  that  place.  ’ 9 
While  listening  to  the  sermon,  she  employed  herself'  also  in 
knitting.  On  the  third  day  she  was  forbidden  to  enter  and 
the  door  was  locked  against  her. 

In  the  afternoon  she  went  early  and  4 4 succeeded  in  getting 
iuto  the  sacred  house.”  Two  prominent  men  of  the  Society, 
4 4 the  committee  of  church  members  who  had  been  appointed 
to  act  in  this  emergency,  andj  who  stood  as  sentinels  in  the 
morning,”  marched  to  the  pew  where  she  was  sitting,  forced 
her  along  so  that  they  might  take  their  places,  one  on  each 
side;  and,  when  the  sermon  commenced,  and  she,  “thinking 
that  no  time  or  place  was  too  holy  to  do  good  in,  ’ ’ began  her, 
4 4 noiseless  employment”  — grabbed  away  her  knitting-work 
and  held  it  firmly  in  hand  until  the  close  of  the  service — a 
feat  on  the  part  of  the  snatchers  which  saucy  N.  P.  Rogers 
likened  to  the  storming  of  Stony  Point  in  the  Revolution  and  of 
which  he  further  said  that  it  4 4 is  hardly  paralleled  by  Deca- 
tur’s capture  and  burning  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  under 
the  guns  of  Algiers.” 

Living  in  Salem,  Maria  French  was  a member  of  the  Third 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  Rev.  Brown  Emerson,  D.  D. 
was  the  minister.  It  may  have  been  its  experience  in  the  case 
of  Miss  French,  that  shortly  after  led  Dr.  Emerson’s  church 
to  deal  with  another  of  its  members,  who,  for  like  reasons,  had 
neglected  its  worship  and  ordinances.  This  was  David  Mead, 
Jr.  the  present  highly  esteemed  Post  Master  at  Danversport, 
and  a very  different  type  of  character  from  that  which  we 
have  just  presented  to  the  reader. 

He  was  born  in  Keene,  N.  H.  in  1812.  His  father,  David 
Mead,  senior,  who  died  in  1852,  was  born  in  1779,  at  New 
Ipswich,  N.  H.  whither  removed  the  grandfather,  also  named 
David,  who  wa^  born  at  Lynnfield,  Mass,  in  1748,  and  who 
died  of  yellow  fever  at  Philadelphia  while  in  service  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  great-grandfather  was 
David  too,  and  was  born  in  Lynnfield  in  1720.  The  subject 
of  the  present  sketch,  his  father’s  family  having  removed  to 
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Jay,  and  then  to  Louisville,  both  in  New  York,  lived  success- 
ively in  various  towns  and  cities  in  Massachusetts,  Salem, 
Lynn,  Boston,  etc.  spending  much  of  his  time  also  in  Danvers. 

His  educational  advantages  were  limited  to  a few  terms  at  a 
country  school,  yet  we  find  him,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  teaching 
at  Louisville,  above  mentioned.  Ever  since  he  was  seven 
years  of  age,  he  has  suffered  much  from  lameness,  caused  by 
a white  swelling.  While  confined  to  his  bed,  during  his  so- 
journ in  Boston  in  1838,  he  invented  and  with  his  own  hands 
constructed  a melodeon,  or  organ,  using  for  music  notes  simi- 
lar to  those  in  the  accordeon.  It  was  the  only  instrument  of 
the  kind  then  known  in  the  United  States.  It  was  in  its  way 
a success.  A few  years  later,  others  made  similar  experiments 
and  we  all  know  what  great  improvements  have  followed. 

About  the  same  time  our  friend,  through  a Mr.  Sweetser, 
came  to  be  deeply  interested  and  a decided  believer  in  Phren- 
ology. He  at  once  entered  upon  an  earnest  study  of  it  and 
came  to  Danvers  where  he  commenced  to  make  craniological 
examinations.  People  of  all  classes  came  to  him  to  have  him 
describe  their  mental  and  moral  traits  or  peculiarities ; and 
not  a few  who  came  as  doubters,  went  away  with  no  small 
degree  of  faith  in  the  new  science,  especially  when  the  most 
correct  descriptions  were  given,  while  Mead  himself  was  blind- 
folded, and  saw  and  knew  not  the  persons  who  had  been  led 
into  his  presence.  As  such  investigations  seemed  to  be  only 
a sort  of  curiosity  or  amusement  to  those  who  wished  to  have 
their  heads  examined,  or  who  were  mere  witnesses  of  the  oper- 
ation, our  friend  after  a few  years  gave  up  the  practice,  with- 
out, however,  surrendering  his  faith  in  Phrenology,  or  his 
belief  that  it  might  in  many  ways  be  made  useful  to  mankind. 

Mead  formerly  read  law  for  some  time,  though  not  expect- 
ing to  pursue  it  as  a profession.  He  has  been  engaged  in  var- 
ious kinds  of  business  on  his  own  account.  He  has  been  Post 
Master  for  25  years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  11  years,  and  is  now 
Justice,  Notary  Public  and  Conveyancer.  For  the  past  four 
years  he  has  been  Vice  President  and  Secretary  of  a Temper- 
ance and  Reform  Club.  He  and,  his  three  brothers  have  all 
been  temperance  men,  and  Anti-Slavery  men  as  well. 

He  was  not  wholly  in  sympathy  with  any  one  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  organizations.  Least  of  all  did  he  sympathize  with 
their  warfare  with  each  other.  He  wanted  to  see  the  whole 
strength  of  the  mustering  hosts  of  Freedom  directed  against 
the  direst  evil  of  the  land  and  not  wasted  at  all  in  any  such 
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mutual  crimination  and  hostility  among  its  enemies.  His  life 
long  physical  disability  and  frequent  severe  and  protracted 
suffering,  prevented  him  from  the  more  activei  labors  in  the 
cause  which  he  would  gladly  have  shared,  as  they  have  also 
debarred  him  from  many  other  pursuits  of  life  which  he 
would  fain  have  followed.  Indeed  his  cup  seems  to  have 
been  full  of  disappointments  and  sorrows. 

Thus,  again  and  again,  death  has  entered  his  home,  and 
although  he  has  been  married  three  times,  his  whole  married 
life  scarcely  exceeds  seven  years.  Yet  he  has  been  singularly 
brave  to  bear  his  misfortunes,  and  has  been  exceptionally  in- 
dustrious and  useful  in  many  an  honorable  avocation,  and 
withal  has  been  from  first  to  last  a devoted  friend  of  humanity. 
From  time  to  time  he  has  written  articles  for  the  papers,  too 
often  anonymous,  on  subjects  that  have  particularly  interested 
him,  and  they  have  been  characterized  by  much  ability  and 
by  a thoughtful  and  excellent  spirit.  The  trials  of  life  have 
not  embittered  him,  and  his  anti-slavery  zeal,  caught,  from 
certain  unpleasant  experiences  through  which  it  led  him,  none 
of  that  rancor  that  from  like  causes  entered  into  the  hearts 
of  some  of  the  Abolitionists.  Such  of  his  contributions  as  we 
have  found  in  the  files  of  the  Herald  of  Freedom,  are  thor- 
oughly radical  in  Abolition  idea  and  sentiment,  and  are  con- 
ceived and  expressed  in  a spirit  of  Christian  faith  and  love. 

In  his  early  manhood,  Mr.  Mead  had  joined  Dr.  Emerson's 
church  in  Salem,  probably  while  living  there.  After  he  had 
taken  up  his  residence  in  Danvers,  the  Salem  church  wanted 
him  to  transfer  his  relations  to  some  other,  where  perhaps  he 
could  regularly  attend  worship  and  observe  the  sacraments. 
He  objected  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  wish  to  form  any 
such  new  connections,  the  churches  all  being  so  pro-slavery. 
“How,  then,"  Dr.  Emerson  pertinently  inquired,  “can  you 
remain  another  day  in  your  relation  to  this  church?"  Mr. 
Mead  expressed  his  willingness  that  the  process  of  “Excision" 
should  be  resorted  to,  if  it  should  be  thought  best,  although 
he  did  not  ask  it. 

The  correspondence  between  the  two  parties,  all  of  which  we 
have  read,  was  conducted  in  a kind  and  amicable  manner, 
although  not  without  point  and  pith  on  both  sides.  Mr.  Mead 
justly  says  to  his  clerical  brother,  that,  if  the  Church  of 
Christ  had  been  faithful  to  the  truths,  slavery  would  have 
utterly  ceased  to  be.  It  was  hard  to  make  headway  against 
such  a man  as  this,  and  so  he  was  let  alone. 
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Mead  was  not  a troublesome  member  and  it  was  in  evidence 
of  his  good  sense  that  he  continued  to  pursue  the  even  tenor 
of  his  way,  none  the  less  a Christian  because  others  were  un- 
faithful to  their  calling.  For  twenty  years  past  he  has  wor- 
shipped at  the  New  Mills  Baptist  Church,  though  not  in  full 
sympathy  with  it,  and  though  it  is  barely  possible  that  some 
cherish  yet  a lingering  prejudice  against  him  for  his  anti- 
slavery sin  of  earlier  years. 

Mr.  Emerson  would  not  allow  the  subject  to  be  brought  into 
his  pulpit,  and  once  summarily1  dismissed  a prayer  and  con- 
ference meeting  with  a Benediction  because  Deacon  Chipman 
touched  upon  the  question.  All  were  not  as  wise  and  level- 
headed, as  Mr.  Mead.  I think  it  would  have  been  better,  had 
our  friends'  generally  remained  in  the  churches,  fighting  out 
the  battle  there,  and  making  them  what  they  ought  to  have 
been. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  said  that  the  fault  was  not 
altogether  on  the  side  of  the  churches.  The  Abolitionists,  too 
often  saw  only  the  one  thing,  slavery.  They  did  not  want  to 
hear  anything  upon  other  subjects.  There  were  so  many  other 
matters  that  properly  claimed  the  attention  of  Christian 
bodies,  but  it  was  with  impatience  that  these  men  of  ‘ ‘ one 
idea”  but  that,  indeed,  a glorious  one  — regarded  any  proper 
consideration  of  them. 

— Danvers  Mirror , July  31,  1880 


BILL  FOR  MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE 

Amos  Buxton  of  Danvers,  Dr.  to  Ezra  Nichols  for  Medicine 
and  attendance  from  September  30,  1822  to  October  25th 
1825  including  forty  five  visits  and  Medicine  $27.75 
Middleton  May  1825  Reed  Payment  of  Job  Hutchinson,  Adm’r 
Est  of  Amos  Buxton’s  estate 

Ezra  Nichols 

— Danvers  Historical  Society1 
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Mrs.  Alice  M.  Ferguson  passed  away  at  her  home  105 
Centre  Street,  August  21,1945.  She  was  born  in  Danvers, 
July  27,  1879  at  the  old  Peabody  homestead  on  Dayton,  cor- 
ner of  West  Streets,  the  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Augusta 
(Mudge)  Peabody.  She  was  a graduate  of  the  Holten  High 
School  and  of  the  Salem  Commercial  School.  In  1910  she 
became  the  wife  of  Frank  T.  Ferguson. 

Nearly  her  entire  life  was  spent  in  her  native  town  except 
for  vacation  trips  to  England  and  to  Mexico.  These  later 
years  the  winters  were  spent  in  Florida  and  several  summers 
at  Naugus  Head. 

Throughout  her  life  she  was  a faithful  attendant  and  a most 
ardent  worker  in  the  old  First  Church  she  loved  so  well.  She 
had  been  a faithful  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School  and  was 
dearly  loved  by  the  children  under  her  supervision.  In  her 
earlier  days  she  was  a member  of  the  Church  choir  and  was 
often  a participant  in  the  entertainments  put  on  by  the 
Ladies  Benevolent  and  the  Christian  Endeavor  societies.  She 
was  a born  actress  and  her  presence  was  desired  to  add  the 
necessary  sparkle.  She  abounded  in  poetic  quips. 

For  forty-six  years  she  had,  been  a member  of  First  Church, 
an  enthusiastic  worker  and  a past  president  of  the  Ladies 
Benevolent  Society,  a member  and  former  Chaplain  of  the 
Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  and  a member  of  the 
Danvers  Historical  Society. 

Beside  her  husband  Mrs.  Ferguson  leaves  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
Jasper  Marsh  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Laird  of  this  town,  together 
with  several  nieces  and  nephews. 

“ There  are  lives  not  publicly  conspicuous  that  so  illumin- 
ate the  circle  in  which  they  have  lived  that  the  afterglow  can- 
not be  kept  within  that  circle,  but  must  spread  beyond  it. 

“ Alice  Ferguson,  who  died  recently,  has  left  behind  her 
precisely  such  an  afterglow.  A native  sense  of  civic  and 
humane  responsibility,  a part  of  her  New  England  inheri- 
tance, was  enriched  by  a native  wisdom.  Her  serene,  wise 
and  humorous  grasp  of  a situation  rendered  her  advice  a 
rock  on  which  many,  looking  for  understanding  and  sym- 
pathy, had  learned  to  lean. 

(94) 
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“To  one  person,  her  courage,  to  another,  her  humor,  to 
another,  her  kindness,  to  another,  her  love  of  the  outdoors, 
would  seem  the  important  thing  and,  therefore,  she  carried 
influences  of  many  kinds  in  many  directions.  For  many 
years  suffering  took  toll  of  her  strength,  but  not  of  her  spirit. 
She  had  a charm  of  manner  and  buoyancy  of  nature  most 
unusual. 

“The  years  of  married  life  of  Alice  and  Frank  Ferguson 
have  been  unique.  They  have  known  the  best  times  of  the 
century  and  have  been  active  in  the  most  fortunate  era  of  a 
civilization  that  had  touched  great  depths. 

“Few  have  faced  the  world  more  gallantly,  or  expressed 
more  vividly  the  emotions  of  a very  vital  nature.  ’ ’ 

Charles  S.  Tapley 


Harry  Eben  Jackson  passed  away  on  September  10,  1945 
at  his  home  on  Poplar  street  after  a brief  illness,  at  the  age  of 
74.  He  was  born  in  Salem  but  had  made  his  home  in  Dan- 
vers for  58  years. 

Mr.  Jackson  practiced  law  in  Salem  for  46  years,  20  of 
which  were  in  association  with  his  brother  Oscar  E.  Jackson 
under  the  firm  name  of  Jackson  and  Jackson.  He  was  treas- 
urer of  *the  Essex  Bar  Association  and  a member  of  the  Salem 
and  American  Bar  Associations.  He  was  special  justice  of 
the  Third  District  Court  of  Ipswich. 

He  was  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  being  a past  master 
of  Amity  Lodge  and  a member  of  other  Masonic  bodies  up  to 
and  including  the  32nd  degree. 

Other  activities  included  the  presidency  of  the  Danvers 
Co-operative  Bank,  trustee  and  member  of  the  security  com- 
mittee of  the  Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  and  director 
and  attorney  of  the  Salem  Morris  Plan  Bank,  also  a member 
of,  the  Salem  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Historical  Society  for  some  years. 

Rev.  Paul  S.  McElroy,  pastor  of  the  Maple  Street  Congre- 
gational church,  conducted  funeral  services  at  his  home. 
Masonic  services  were  conducted  by  officers  of  Amity  Lodge. 

Surviving  him  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Fanny  M.  (Friend) 
Jackson;  a brother1,  Oscar  E.  Jackson  and  a sister,  Mrs. 
Lester  Couch,  all  of  Danvers, -also  several  nieces  and  nephews. 
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Mrs.  Endicott  Peabody,  85,  widow  of  Rev.  Dr.  Endicott 
Peabody,  founder  and  headmaster  of1  Groton  school,  died 
March  4,  1946  in  Groton  after'  a short  illness. 

She  was  born  Oct.  12,  1860,  in  Danvers,  the  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Helen  (Bloodgood)  Peabody.  She  married  her 
cousin,  Dr.  Peabody,  in  1885  and  for  55  years  devoted  her  life 
with  him,  to  the  service  of  Groton  school. 

She  was  a woman  of  striking  beauty  and  was  beloved  by 
the  students  of  the  school  who  often  referred  to  her  as  “The 
Madame”.  Her  kindness  and  understanding  endeared  her 
to  the  student  body. 

Mrs.  Peabody  had  been  a member  of  this  Society  since  1917. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Groton  School  Chapel  and 
burial  was  in  the  Groton  cemetery. 

Surviving  are  a son,  Rt.  Rev.  Malcolm  Endicott  Peabody, 
bishop  of  Central  New  York ; five!  daughters,  Mrs.  R.  Minturn 
Sedgwick  of  Dedham,  Mrs.  William  Barclay,  Jr.,  of  New 
York,  the  Misses  Elizabeth  R.  and  Margery  Peabody,  both  of 
Groton,  and  Mrs.  F.  Trubee  Davison  of  Long  Island,  14 
grandchildren  and  a brother,  Jacob  C.  R.  Peabody  of  Kings- 
ton, N.  Y. 


